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Vietnam Colonizing Cambodia and Laos

Under the Guise of Economic Cooperation
Please see /02

Cambodia's Prime Minister Hun Sen (L), Vietnam's Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc (C) and Lao PDR's Prime
Minister Thongloun Sisoulith pose for a photo during a signing ceremony after the 10th Cambodia-Laos-Vietnam summit as
part of the Greater Mekong Subregion Summit in Hanoi on 31 March, 2018. (Kham / Pool / AFP Photo)
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Khmer Krom Federation Discussed the
Human Rights Violations at the UN

Please see /07
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Emily Hang, Khmer Krom Federation Youth Committee member delivers speech
during the 23rd session of United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issue
(UNPFII) in New York between April 15th-17th, 2024
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Vietnam Colonizing Cambodia and Laos
Under the Guise of Economic Cooperation

By Soben Ung, Khmer Post USA 4/9/2024

On February 27 2024, Cambodia,
Laos and Vietnam held the 13th meeting
of the Joint Coordination Committee on
CLV Development Triangle Area in At-
tapeu, Laos. According to Vietnam Law
Magazine, Vietnam claimed that it had
poured $3.7 billion into Laos and Cam-

13th meeting of the Joint Coordination Committee on CLV Development
Triangle Area in at Tapeu, Laos.
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bodia, of which Cambodia received $1.7
billion in 45 projects in the Development
Triangle Area since it was established in
1999.

The project, if one is to believe the
official line, is aimed at promoting socio-
economic development, regional con-
nectivity as well as exchanges among
parliaments, governments, organizations,
and people, through business, trade and
investment.

Vietnamese minister of planning and
investment Nguyen Chi Dung urged for
a “breakthrough measure for infrastruc-
ture and human resources development
as well as institutional reform to carry
out and build cooperation plans for
Cambodia-Laos-Vietnam Development
Triangle Area.” He said results have not
met expectations for the three countries’
economies connectivity by 2030.

Dangers of the development triangle

These CLV secret agreements and
projects have been sharply criticized by
the Cambodian Border Committee in
France and worldwide, headed by Dr.
Dy Kareth: “These development schemes
are a cover for modern day colonialism,
characterized by deforestation, land evic-
tion without relocation or compensation,
exploiting Cambodia’s and Laos’ natural
resources such as hydro-electric energy,
timber, gold and gems in the Mondulki-
ri province with little revenue going to
their national coffers."

Areport released by Environmental
Investigation Agency in 2017 stated
“Repeat Offender: Vietnam’s persistent
trade in illegal timber - corrupt Govern-

ment officials and military personnel in
Vietnam are complicit in smuggling huge
quantities of illegal timber from Cambo-
dia. Those involved are pocketing millions
of dollars in bribes from timber smugglers
for their part in allowing hundreds of
thousands of cubic meters of logs stolen
from Cambodia’s National Parks to be
laundered into Vietnam’s voracious tim-
ber economy.”

The CLV's development triangle for
now consist of 13 provinces, with plans
to expand: 4 provinces from Cambodia,
Ratanakiri, Stung Treng, Mondulkiri,
Kratie, 4 provinces from Laos, Attapeu,
Salavan, Sekong, Champasak, and 5
provinces from Vietnam are Dak Lak,
Gia Lai, Kon Tum, Dak Nong and Binh
Phuoc.

According to a study published in
2012, most of the residents in Cambodia's
four provinces are farmers and fishermen,
with a poverty rate of 46%, with literacy
rate at 60%, lower than the national
average. The region consists of thick
forest and fertile soil which is favorable
for plantation and agriculture. The region
is sparsely populated compared to its
counterpart in Vietnam. There are 642,461
inhabitants, 47,256 square kilometers in
Cambodia's four provinces while there
are 4.9 million inhabitants in Vietnam’s
5 provinces, 51,742 square kilometers
according to a Bangkok Research Center
Report published in 2013.

Loss of land and sovereignty

Cambodian civil society have
sounded the alarm because the develop-
ment will erase the livelihood of the
indigenous minority community. In ad-
dition, Cambodia will lose its territorial
integrity and sovereignty, which the 1991
Paris Accord guaranteed to the Cambo-
dian people, due to the influx of unlim-
ited migrations from Vietnam to the region
to settle the vast region with a 99-year
lease to Vietnamese companies, state-
owned rubber plantations and lease of
vast areas of land. For example, the
Mundolkiri province has 61,107 people
living in 14,628 square kilometers, of
whom 80% are indigenous minority.
Vietnam’s similar size province such as
Dak Lak has 1,677,000 inhabitants living
in 13,062 square miles. In short, there
are 7.6 Vietnamese inhabitants to 1
Cambodian.

“On the surface, it sounds like a
normal strategic economic trade and
development agreement, until one looks
at its effect on the population, the envi-
ronment, the society, the territorial in-
tegrity, the sovereignty of the weaker
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Independent Press and

Journalists “Still Persecuted”

By Ly Heng

Cambodian Center for Human Rights (CCHR) finds
that independent media remains a subject of repression by

government authorities, which will push people to become

more and more victims in society if the new government

Lﬁ&iﬁ-ﬁﬁﬁﬂmﬁm Sﬁi—im

refuses to reopen
full press freedom.
CCHR said in a
statement issued on
April 29 that inde-
pendent media and
journalists remain
the subject of ha-
rassment, leading
them to face ob-
stacles in fulfilling
their careers.

CCHR found
that from Septem-

ber 1, 2022, to August 31, 2023, in the last 12 months, more
than 16 journalists have been harassed by the judiciary for
reporting their news, and five media licenses have been

revoked. In addition, the Cambodian authorities have not

performed effective, independent, and transparent investiga-
tion into the deaths of 15 journalists killed in the last two
decades and the perpetrators have not yet been arrested and

Please see /15
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Vietnam Colonizing Cambodia and Laos
Under the Guise of Economic Cooperation

From Page 02
country and its similarities with China’s

Belt and Road and the defunct USSR or
the Russian Eurasian Economic Union
which was supposed to be Russia’s re-
sponse to the EU. It is actually colonial-
ism happening under our nose, disguised

Slgnlng ceremony between Premdent of Ru551a Vladimir Putin and Vletnam
President Tran Due Luong in Hanoi, 2001. Photo via Kremlin
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Vietnam established a similar com-
prehensive strategic partnership with
Russia dating back to 1950. The two
countries engaged in high level political
dialogues, industry, trade, technology
finance, education, and tourism. Their
bilateral trade amounted to $3.55 billion
a year in 2022. They also established a
Vietnam-Russia Joint Venture Bank for
Investment and Development of Vietnam
which has been operating since 2006.
Russia granted scholarships to 1,000
Vietnamese students per year to study at
universities in Russia. Their close ties is
why Vietnam is the only country in
Southeast Asia that President Putin vis-
ited four times and on March 26, 2024
it is reported President Putin will visit
Vietnam again soon.

Vietnam copied and used the struc-
ture of the former USSR to develop
strategic partnerships with Cambodia and
Laos. The partnership began 25 years
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as development” said Dr. Nicole Ung,
human and land rights advocate with the
Meboun Foundation.

Deep Ties with Russia

ago with only a few provinces at the
border between the three countries, but
has now expanded to cover all prov-
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Vietnam Colonizing Cambodia and Laos
Under the Guise of Economic Cooperation

From Page 04

inces of the three countries.

Unknown to the population, a Cam-
bodia Laos Vietnam Parliament has been
created like the EU: it includes law and
justice cooperation, defense cooperation,
border trade, banking, labor, electric dam,
telecom cooperation. The CLV parliament
is like the EU in Europe but dominated
by Vietnam, which has 100 million in

gaining strength in both countries over
the last few decades. Back in 2018, Prime
Ministers from the three nations met in
Hanoi, and committed themselves to put
this comprehensive strategic partnership
into the larger regional plan of the
ASEAN Community Vision Plan in 2025.

Vietnam’s domination of Southeast
Asia would extend the power of China

The Kremlin hosted talks between Vladimir Putin and President of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam Nguyen Xuan Phuc, 2021.

population vs. Khmer’s 17 million and
Laos’ 7 million.

Cambodia is a democratic country
according to the Paris Peace Accord 1991
but every election has not been free or
fair according to international observers.
The Cambodian People’s Party (CPP)
was created by Vietnam — a communist
government after their invasion of Cam-
bodia in 1979. The CPP is led by a fig-

eutys U]s teus
urehead - strongman Hun Sen who stayed
in power for 38 years then passed on to
his son Hun Manet in 2023. Despite
Cambodia establishing a friendly relation-
ship with China in recent years, Vietnam
has been using its puppet Hun Sen (now
Hun Manet) to further its goal in coloniz-
ing Cambodia and Laos. With the CLV-
Development Triangle Area established
since the 90s, Vietnams’ influence is

and Russia's influence when it comes to
voting on important issues on the inter-
national stage such as the ASEAN coun-
tries and the United Nations because of
their communism ideology alignment.

All of Indochina governed by Viet-
nam?

Cambodia, on the other hand, is a
democratic country with a constitution
based on the 1991 Paris Peace Accords
that could naturally align itself with the
West. However, Vietnam installed the
puppet government of Hun Sen (now
Hun Manet) in Cambodia to serve its
own interest, similar to the way Russia
installed the former Ukraine President
Viktor Yanukovych prior to Putin annex-
ing Crimea. Speaking up against govern-
ment policy or its friendship with Vietnam
would result in arrest and jail. Um Sam
An, a member of the CNRP opposition
party was arrested and jailed in 2016 for
over two years for speaking out about
the border issue. He said CLV-Develop-
ment Triangle is a small Indochina,
governed by Vietnam, similar to how Ho
Chi Minh governed the entire Indochina.

He said the danger is that it can be
like Kampuchea Krom. In the future,
Vietnam can annex these provinces and
make them Vietnam’s territory because
under this development, the Vietnamese
will not need a visa to cross the border
and can live in those four provinces
without any paperwork. When there are
more Vietnamese than Khmer in that

Please see /20
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4th May: “Global Press
Freedom Day”

Europe: 4 May 2024

In remembrance of the 4th of May,
Cambodian journalists participated in the
celebration of the 31st "World Press
Freedom Day" in Phnom Penh on the 4th
of May 2024, is an important event that
took place for the first time. In May 1994,
during the “UNTAC?” era, the first Prime
Minister Norodom Ranariddh and the
second Prime Minister Hun Sen pre-
sided over the ceremony. May 4, 1994,
was a new day in history that Cambodia

<

has never celebrated with the liberal
regime, and it would be another victori-
ous day because Cambodia has just found
a way to unite the country between the
life and death opponents after a 25-year
long war between Cambodians and
Cambodians since the 1970s.

What were the memorable things
that happened that day? When peace was
restored in Cambodia with the “Paris
Agreement”, the Cambodia domestic
politics required two prime ministers to
lead the government (which was violat-
ing of the Paris Peace Agreement) by the
Cambodian party). Two parties that have
been at odds with each other, Cambodia
must also be prepared to abide by all the
remaining articles of the peace agreement
that leads Cambodia to a liberal, multi-
party democracy. At the same time,
Cambodia still needs another institution
to be formed by the people: a free press
where people can express their opinions
publicly and openly. “Khmer Journalists
Association (KJA)” in collaboration with
the International Federation of Journalists
(IFJ), headquartered in Australia, set out
to lead the establishment of the new
democracy in 1993. In fact, in Cambodia
there used to be a "Khmer Association
of the Russian Federation" that formed
the Cambodian People's Generation but
did not function in the “UNTAC”, but
all the members of that group did not

disappear but took refuge in the Ministry
of Information and many other private
propaganda institutions. A year after the
Khmer Journalists Association was formed,
all of them worked hard to build the
achievements of this free regime to stand
together by studying the subject of free
press, encouraging the publication of
newspapers and magazines, established
a journalism institute at the university
and at the Ministry of Information. The
media sector has grown rapidly from
about 10 to 200 names.

In 1995, the Khmer Journalist As-
sociation had more than 60 members,
including journalists on radio and televi-
sion. Activities in the field of free press
had grown rapidly with the help of the
International Federation of Journalists
(UNTAC), followed by the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for Human
Rights, the German Embassy and by the
American Embassy, relations with the
international press community in ASEAN
and around the world is active.

In 1996, political conflicts between
the two ruling parties, FUNCINPEC and
the CPP, erupted again, and the free press
and the Khmer Journalists Association
were threatened with imprisonment and
assassination. Under pressure from the
CPP, the association also decided to have
two presidents, one from the Khmer
Independent newspaper and one from
the CPP newspaper, as well as two prime
ministers for internal peace.

The CPP government has set up
another "Cambodian Journalists Coalition
(LCJ") to use as its propaganda tool and
bring together many former members of
the Russian Federation of Journalists. In
1997, a coup erupted to overthrow the
first Prime Minister, Norodom Rana-
riddh, and he fled to Bangkok, Thailand.
The president of the Khmer Journalists
Association also fled to Bangkok for a
while under the guidance of the Cambo-
dian Human Rights Defenders Group
because he was being harassed, but his
departure led to the collapse of the as-
sociation due to the long absence of its
active president (a bloody coup).

May 4, 1994, is a significant day for
democracy because it was a day when
people know that their voices are not
being blocked or condemned. Many
Cambodian journalists have sacrificed
their lives for freedom since 1979 because
they love freedom, because they want to
contribute to the development of the na-

Please see /21
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Connie Hang, Khmer Krom Federation Youth Committee member and activist delivers speech during the 23rd session of

Khmer Krom Federation Discussed the
Human Rights Violations at the UN

By Soben Ung

“We continue to expound on the
pressing concerns faced by the indig-
enous communities, particularly the
Khmer Krom people of the Mekong
Delta in Vietnam. Despite their ancestral
ties to the land, Khmer Krom are still
denied recognition as indigenous
people, obstructing their rights to self-
determination, self-governance, and
autonomy:. It is time for member states
to have a dialogue in mutual respect
with indigenous people to address this
long-standing issue,” said Connie Hang,
a Khmer Krom Federation Youth Com-
mittee member and activist during the
23rd session of United Nations Perma-
nent Forum on Indigenous Issue (UN-
PFII) in New York on April 15th, 2024.

United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issue (UN- PFII) in New York on April 15th, 2024.
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A group of Khmer Krom Americans
attending the meeting raised their con-
cerns regarding Vietnam’s consistent

A group of 100 Khmer KI'OII:I; stéged protesf outside of UN in New York on Friday, April 19, 2024 to demand the release of 13
Khmer Krom rights defenders who are in prison in Vietnam

which Vietnam denied.

Khmer Krom, which translates as
“Lower Khmer” or South Cambodian,
consists of people who lived in the
southern part of Cambodia before it
was annexed by Vietnam after the
French withdrawal from Indochina in
1954. An estimated 8 million people
are still living in what is now known
as South Vietnam (Mekong Delta).
They are still deeply attached to their
culture, customs, religion, traditions,
and ancestral land, which is about the
size of Great Britain. Their capital city
is Prey Nokor; Vietnam renamed it to
Gia Dinh after their invasion of Cam-
bodia in the 18th century, then changed
it to Saigon, and changed it again to
Ho Chi Minh City after Communist
North Vietnam took control of the South
Vietnam in 1975.

According to a Human Rights
Watch report, “Vietnam’s human rights
record remains dire in virtually all
areas. The ruling Communist Party
maintains a monopoly on political
power and allows no challenge to its
leadership. Basic rights are severely
restricted, including freedoms of ex-
pression, peaceful assembly, association,
and religion.”

For the past 20 years, the Khmer
Krom Federation (KKF) has been at-
tending and defending Khmer Krom
rights at the United Nations Permanent
Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII)
meetings. Sothy Kien, a KKF Youth
said that despite their efforts, “member
state Vietnam remains hypocritical
about the UNDRIP and has continu-
ously discarded Khmer Krom people’s
rights to self-determination. Our human
rights defenders are constantly harassed
and criminalized for their efforts in
educating the community about their
indigenous identity, an inherent right
they have.”

There are 13 Khmer Krom human
rights defenders that have been ar-
rested and imprisoned for their activism.
“Five Buddhist monks have been de-
frocked from their religious standing
and disgrace in an unholy manner,
utterly disrespecting the Buddhist tra-
dition and the Khmer Krom faith. This
1s a violation of Article 11 of UNDRIP,”

Please see /09
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Khmer Krom Federation Discussed the
Human Rights Violations at the UN

From Page 07
said Kien.

UNDRIP is the acronym for
United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which
was adopted in 2007. UNDRIP empha-
sizes recognizing and respecting indig-
enous peoples' rights, including provid-

(UNPFII) in New York between April 15th-17th, 2024 and Vietnam representative at the UNPFII Dang Tran Nam Trung responds.

IURI28 1 3Gty U iNS{RimsTA
UEhunngsg: juginimnis

J
[

mivtnmud miguiht o §in

o 1 (]

HEY Shana1

HESTUS N o FISAI S

firurstngiginythi{my (KKF)
MSGjY §hm:rﬁm§§i§ﬂmﬁ
isignfgiudussrmisutipthehi
ﬁjﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁsmﬁtﬂﬁ (UNPFII)*1
A A TR) S wins o Agigs
agtigmumsigho i
msmiBastinnmAnt tunin
iganmeisitamsqagaGn:

a )

HISHAMIMITGGuS Al gnMY
Im 1A (M SNUZS AN e
U GrURLNSIURIAIE 1M S8
GSS 8 Hh (Al SmUNiA Shus:e

9 I e _- T 2] I ‘ T H—
23rd session of United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issue (UNPFII) in New York between April 15th-17th, 2024

UPUARUHAN:UEIG S8Imn
Ltjinn"?‘nm:qgmmm Shdig)
fgrnmuenuid s
HS{IanSh 1s:Bcnmitiana
IGE{M 99 S UNDRIP”
UNDRIP fth#Rjim e su{in

o J al

ntglgNiGlly

ing them with specific protections
under international law, safeguarding
their land, culture, and education, and
acknowledging their right to self-de-
termination. Vietnam signed UNDRIP
at the time of its adoption.

A report submitted by the Khmer

Krom Federation to the UN High Com-
missioner for Human Rights on April
11,2024 highlighted the arrest of Khmer
Krom activists Thach Cuong, To Hoang
Chuong, Danh Minh Quang, and Dinh
Thi Huynh last July, representing
broader systemic human rights viola-
tions by Vietnam. They were accused
of "abusing democratic freedoms" for
sharing pamphlets of the United Nations

Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and UNDRIP. Dinh Thi Huynh in par-
ticular was highlighted by Sothy Kien
as a Khmer Krom woman who was
arrested and sentenced to two years in
prison after the International Woman’s
Day event.

“Indigenous women in particular
face an intersectionality of challenges
as they are the most vulnerable in the
community due to their indigenous
identity, their gender, and their social
economic status,” said Kien. “Having
access to autonomy and cultivating the
land is the key to ensure that Khmer
Krom women maintain their freedom
and respect, but that’s not the case in
the Mekong Delta.

They have primitively degraded
Khmer Krom women and subjected
them to manipulation of their farming
land and intimidation to [prevent]
further advocacy, [forced] to keep their
social position as inferior in comparison
to the non-indigenous woman. Despite
these obstacles, the Khmer Krom
women have [shown] remarkable re-
silience in defending their rights,” Kien
added.

One Khmer Krom youth member
Emily Hang said, “the unjust imprison-
ment of our elders is ridding the youths
of proper guidance of elders who have
lineages worth of knowledge and wis-
dom that nurtures generational self-
determination. The constant beration
and incarceration of our elders is a
violation of our indigenous rights to
exercise our freedom of expression.
Defending our rights, promoting our
rights and maintaining our rights as
indigenous people is our inherent right
as indigenous people. We’re not ethnic
minority. We’re the indigenous people.
We will not be silenced. We will con-
tinue to communicate our issue through
local and international platforms to
bring light to the discrimination we
face as indigenous people.”

Vietnam representative at the
UNPFIL, Dang Tran Nam Trung, claimed
that “Khmer Krom Federation does not
legitimately represent ethnic Khmer
Krom people in Vietnam.” He further
dismissed the KKF as merely pushing
their own political agenda that at-
tempted to “undermine our national

unity, state sovereignty, territorial in-
Please see /22
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Threats, Bribes in Cambodia Senate
Electlons Human Rights Watch Reports

By Human Rights Watch

(Bangkok) — Cambodian opposition
politicians have reported intimidation
and threats plus bribes and other unlaw-
ful inducements from government officials
to withhold their support from opposition
candidates in the recent Senate elections,

Former Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen after voting for the Senate election at Takhmau
polling station in Kandal province, Cambodia, February 25, 2024.
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Human Rights Watch said today. On April
3, 2024, the Cambodian Senate voted to
approve former longtime Prime Minister
Hun Sen of the ruling Cambodia People’s
Party (CPP) to be Senate president.
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Cambodia’s donors should call on
the Cambodian government of Prime
Minister Hun Manet to seriously and
transparently investigate all interference
related to the February 25 elections and
the targeting of opposition councilors
and activists.

“The allegations by opposition com-
mune councilors and party activists raise
serious concerns that Cambodia’s Senate
elections were neither free nor fair,” said
Elaine Pearson, Asia director at Human
Rights Watch. “Concerned governments
should press Phnom Penh for account-
ability and reject this subversion of
Cambodia’s remaining remnants of de-
mocracy.”

The official election results pro-
vided the CPP with 55 of the 58 elected
Senate seats, while the Khmer Will
Party (KWP) won three seats. Another
2 Senate seats appointed by King Noro-
dom Sihamoni went to the CPP, and the
final two seats, appointed by the CPP-
controlled National Assembly, also went
to CPP members.

Please see /14
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In Burma, Armed
Insurgency Intensifies

By Khmer Post USA

Burma's military chief Min Aung
Hlaing, who came to power in a 2021
coups, facing an escalating armed upris-
ing by the military-backed minority since

the capture of Aung San Suu Kyi. Insur-
gent struggle have occupied much of the
area, especially Mayawati on the Thai
border, and even more recently occupied
some northern areas bordering China.
That could be China's recent political
shift toward a military government.

Why do they think so ? Because of
the occupation of the northern part of
China, the communists suspected that
only with the consent of China could the
rebel forces carry out military occupation
there.

Recalling the politicalwereents
under the government of Aun San Suu
Kyi, China was able to increase activities
to open the land route from China to the
Indian Ocean, with Burma-China rela-
tions at that time was smooth. But in the
last three years, China has unveiled plans
to build another railway through Burma,
but failed to do so. Negotiations with the
insurgents, who are united in about 130
minority colonies, have become increas-
ingly close and have been dubbed the

"Three Brothers Alliance", and the group
is gaining in popularity. The three Broth-
ers' forces damage Min Aung Hliang's
good relations with China, which damaged
their interests.

The military government of Min
Aung Liang has announced the recruit-
ment of 100,000 soldiers, men aged 18
to 35, women aged 18 to 28, but millions
of them do not want to join the army and
seek refuge abroad, crowded in various
places or fled to Thailand. The Burmese
military has repeatedly fired on protest-
ers, killing thousands of people, includ-
ing monks, that is why even the poorest
people do not want to join the army.

Due to the abnormal situation of the
Burmese coup, it will not be popular in
ASEAN, but because of the support of
China, Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam, it
can continue to be ashamed and not equal
to others. Burma is unnatural because of
the lack of democracy, the imprisonment
of the popular Suu Kyi popular and the
armed resistance have been brutally killed,
making it impossible to negotiate secu-
rity and stability in the country. Loss of
balance from the liberal counties, the
government is sanctioned, but not to the
Japanese businessmen who come to do
business in Burma, while the Sino-Beijing
alliance is always taking advantage of
weak countries like Burma or any other
weak country. Therefore, if stability is
to be achieved, the country must be re-
established as a democracy.

Freeing Suu Kyi politically support-
ers will change the constitution, which
gave the army great power, but the Bur-
mese army has only one skill: a coup
d'etat and a dictatorship.

Having heard that Karen rebels, or
the Three Brothers, are taking over parts
of the north, is a sign that the Ong Liang
military is weakening without support,
asking if the military can release the
pro-democracy leader. Aung San Suu
Kyi to return to politics ? To ease the
armed tension at the border.
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File photo: Pictures of alcohol bill-
boards on Sisowath Road in Phnom Penh
on January 24, 2024. (Lash Lip / VOA)

Phnom Penh - As the government
sets up an Alcohol Control Working
Group to control alcohol advertising,
observers call for an end to alcohol ad-
vertising on billboards in public places
and on the streets, as well as on television
to prevent images from appearing those
alcoholic products embody the feelings
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of youth and children.

According to the decision of the
Prime Minister Hun Manet dated April
12, 2024, the Alcohol Advertising Man-
agement Working Group is responsible
for strategically leading the development
of implementation mechanisms and defin-
ing technical measures for alcohol pro-
motion to ensure consumer protection
and promotion and fair competition.

Pursuant to the same decision, the
Alcohol Advertising Management Work-
ing Group is also responsible for main-
taining the order of alcohol advertising
through all means, media, and public
display everywhere to promote beauty
and safety.

The president of the People's Center
for Development and Peace, Yong Kim
Eng, sees the creation of the new work-
ing group as part of a progress in the
management of alcohol advertising.

He told VOA that "advertising on
billboards in public places and on televi-
sion, I think there should be a ban, should
not be, because billboards can have an
impact on young people, many children
who are going to school, who are travel-
ing on the streets, so he can be bold
feeling to follow the example in the fu-
ture”.

File photo: Pictures of alcohol bill-
boards on Russian Boulevard in Phnom
Penh on January 24, 2024. (Lash Lip /

VOA)

According to Yong Kim Eng, alco-
hol advertisements on billboards on the
streets have an impact on society, espe-
cially among young people, because those
images encourage young people to use
alcohol, which can lead to traffic accidents
and other accidents.

He urged the government to expedite
the drafting of the law on "control of
alcohol products" as soon as possible and
should increase the tax on alcohol from
10 to 15% to prevent the use of alcohol
became a crisis in Cambodian society.

President of the Cambodian Virtuous
Doctors Association, Mr. Ouch Vuthy,
believes that the establishment of a task
force to manage alcohol advertising is
an effort by the government to take care
of people's health and reduce alcohol
consumption throughout the country.

He added: "How many times do you
need to drink at a time, how many
glasses?" So there needs to be another
place. I see that our brothers do not un-
derstand, as long as it has a good taste,
they finish a bottle of alcohol alone, that
was why they die”.

The newly formed alcohol advertis-
ing management team, formed by the
seventh government, has Information
Minister Neth Pheaktra as its chairman
and three other ministers as deputy min-
isters, including the Minister of Commerce,
the Minister of Health and Minister of
Industry, Science, Technology, and In-
novation. The working group is also
composed of secretaries of state from
relevant ministries and institutions.

File photo: Pictures of alcohol bill-
boards on Russian Boulevard in Phnom
Penh on January 24, 2024. (Lash Lip /
VOA)

Ministry of Information spokesman
Tep Asnarith told VOA Khmer that the
main tasks of the Alcohol Product Ad-
vertising Management Team are to review
past progress related to the implementa-
tion of circulars and regulations. Others
related to the management of alcohol
product advertising and continue to
strengthen the public awareness of the
dangers of alcohol consumption.

The spokesman for the Ministry of
Information also called on all stakehold-
ers to work together to streamline the

Please see /13
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Observers Insist on Stopping
Alcohol Advertisement in Public

From Page 12

work related to the management of al-
cohol advertising.

“The Ministry of Information calls
on all §takeholders to cooperate effec-
tively to promote the implementation of
all circulars as well as other guidelines
issued by the Ministry of Information in
the past," he said. And how to contribute
to publicity about the possible conse-
quences of alcoholism and the need to
prevent, as well as reduce the potential
complications. "And to increase coop-
eration in the management of order and
effective promotion of alcohol products
through both traditional and modern
media.”

Economist at the Royal Academy
of Cambodia, Mr. Ky Sereyvath, ap-

“Where there are a lot of towns and
we see a lot of signs, it could indicate
that our country is full of alcohol con-
sumption, so I believe this commission
will contribute to reduction, or com-
pletely eliminate bad advertising in our
society.” he said.

VOA tried to contact representatives
of a number of breweries, including
Ganzberg Beer, Khmer Beverages, Cam-
bodian Brewery, Vattanac and Krud, and
Hanuman Brewery, but could not be
reached for comment. A person who
picked up call at Ganzberg Brewery
Company in Cambodia declined to com-
ment immediately on Tuesday.

At the end of 2023, the Citizens'
Center for Development and Peace re-
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plauded the establishment of the Alcohol
Advertising Control Working Group, as
it will contribute to the comprehensive
oversight of alcohol advertising and
location which can put up billboards to
enhance the beauty of the city and the
provinces of Cambodia.
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leased a study stating that 98.7% of
people surveyed expressed dissatisfaction
with alcohol advertising on billboards
on the streets and on social media and
propose the elimination of alcohol bill-
boards.
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Threats, Bribes in Cambodia Senate
Elections, Human Rights Watch Reports

From Page 10

Under Cambodia’s constitution,
commune councilors elect most senators.
Six elected commune officials and party
officers from the opposition Candlelight
Party (CLP), KWP, and National Power
Party described to Human Rights Watch
what appeared to be organized efforts by
local and provincial government officials
to unlawfully discourage Candlehght

1 E

NEBUNAASINGY DS A wAIGHS U1s lus Shdamiania Gmuﬁmmﬁa
wswps dykissgaum Samus

tnfoi

commune councilors from voting for
candidates for Senate other than those
from the longtime ruling CPP. They also
said that financial inducements, gifts, and
promises of political support were offered

to opposition commune councilors will-
ing to miss the Senate elections, or to
vote for candidates from the CPP.

In May 2023, the governmental
National Election Committee banned the
CLP from registering candidates to run
in the July 2023 national elections. The
ban was also later applied to the Febru-
ary 2024 Senate elections. The election
committee said that the CLP had failed
to produce their original party registration
document issued by the Ministry of In-
terior.

But the CLP said that the police
refused to allow party members access
to the shuttered headquarters of the
Candlelight Party predecessor, the Cam-
bodian National Rescue Party, where the
original CLP registration document is
stored. Although the National Election
Committee accepted a copy of the regis-
tration paper to allow participation in the
June 2022 commune councilor elections,
it inexplicably refused to allow a copy
of the registration paper for the national
and Senate elections.

The CPP holds the vast majority of
Please see /18
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Independent Press and Journalists

From Page 03

brought to justice in accordance with
international human rights standards.

A coordinator of Cambodian Center
for Human Right’s Support for Indepen-
dent Media and Freedom Project in
Cambodia, Huon Phorn, said in an inter-
view with VOD that the new government
should reopen the freedom of the press.
He said it is a part of improving the
process of democracy in Cambodia. He
said when journalists are oppressed,
social injustice will increase,
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when press freedom does not fully
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fulfill its profession, the victims face
some injustice in society and their
voices are not heard. The press does an
important part of work to bring the
negative side, various problems in soci-
ety to the leaders, if the harassed journal-
ists is not able to fulfill their profession,
it affects the people.

VOD’s Director, Pang Nguon Teang
also said that independent media played
arole in revealing the facts that underlie
their decisions, in life, family and in
society as a whole, but noted that inde-
pendent media in Cambodia is suffering
under pressure from government. He
stressed that a society that has lost of
independent media will push the nation
deeper into authoritarian rule and na-
tional wealth will be destroyed by the
families of powerful people. The crack-
down by the independent media will push
society deeper into darkness, meaning
that they are also under pressure of hun-
dreds of powerful corrupted people de-
stroying the society, conspiring with
corrupt illegal traders against the com-
munity protected natural resources.

Ministry of Information spokesman
Tep Asnarith did not respond to VOD’s
repeated calls. The Prime Minister of

“Sti1ll Persecuted”

Cambodia, Mr. Hun Manet, said in late
January 2024 that the independent press
is an important part to help the govern-
ment and improve the lives of people.
Press is the fourth power. This power is
very important. For the development of
our nation, for maintaining peace, stabil-
ity, for empowering the people, we can
make decisions, as well as the Royal
Government, it is difficult to put out ef-
fective measures with the people to un-
derstand the right to information, to save
the nation daily life by accessing infor-
mation from all means.

According to reports of Reporters
Without Borders, the ruling party has
killed independent systems. In fact, the
European Union on October 9, 2003,
condemned human rights abuses and
restrictions on press freedom in Cambo-
dia during the July 2023 general election.
Seeing that the government has attacked
politicians, against social activists, includ-
ing the closure of independent media
such as Voice of Democracy.

The World Press Freedom Index
2023 estimates that Cambodia ranks 140th
out of 180 countries in terms of press
freedom decline compared to previous
years. Breaking the glass of society
campaign, such as using the hands of the
court to dissolve the CNRP, arrest op-
position politicians, block the independent
media, etc.

It is being criticized that Cambodia
is slipping under a dictatorial regime that
lacks such a system of control over
power, tens of thousands of Cambodians
have become victims of the debt crisis,
the scourge of tycoons sheltering under
the label of leader, the influx of drugs,
kidnapping, human trafficking, destruc-
tion of natural resources, causing social
injustice and so on.

Sen Sachchak, a journalist at VOA
Khmer Center for Human Rights, observes
that the Cambodian media and indepen-
dent journalists continue to face many
obstacles in pursuing their profession
freely and without restricting their rights.
The same source continues that those
independent journalists’ basic rights and
freedom of expression remain under
pressure.

CCHR states that between Septem-
Please see /16




Page.16

e mow igsec iz 2mwm QivoOwE

KHMERPOST USA

(rentistis ) (DOSHIPHNW SLHACNNNEIS

HASINMW{TRIRAUAYNSIRY
:Hgﬁhmsﬁgmﬁsﬁ‘jn@maﬁnﬁj
Alg g ipehiuratiyd mide
Gmﬂﬁﬁhmiﬁﬁﬁ‘ltﬁjﬁﬁ‘lsmlus
MSIGMENW I§agjstasTamn
anifdmsianiana 1sigibobm
MSNWAIY{UIFIAYMMY
GAMATNAINIZIE0 ARGIAMY
ieriGgs9Go msumi
MimagsaTmaaniAfmsid
ILU]UIE:]UL’HHUJ'QSS[U Ngiys s
1 AU I B PSS U A s
s ifwgsmiminwoluARma
URETUSUUGh it aannmi
mﬂtﬁﬁnmjﬁ‘jﬁjtmﬂ st mﬁzs
gasmnmwpRndegt g
B0 PURANG I SETS SIEhtsens
micasthaghmSiRRum Az
midasifuumemisuliasitin
g: LUﬂSLﬁﬁﬂSﬁJHﬂJT’IGIUUIS“
mqnmmmmrmsssmaams
M Tt 8T En S mﬁﬁhﬁh?ﬁﬁ
fan mign SR sInaf
LnHanTﬂ[uﬂJ’Lﬁn[Lﬁ‘lHﬁﬂn[HunS’l
RSiGut I ]hrm]s NS
MIGMEiEsad) MITHmBESmS
nHMAUR G SMNHWRGTURY
it

A e fUG: HAMNIAE
wmsIsligduijunnrusi§useu;
ngmisiiasumandmohung
jInntudngaaniAdmsanant
isiagthisitaugiunuuihaung
miisgamitinmimdiuaigs
intstal RuthwmsmithARUIA
foGiupsgsnn [wanifiruugth
ghnidamsaangIsitamag
anmiEsinas §reuTmnaami
srpmudtsn 3 §ynsnsiva
OIS YHjEANURS §YSadjAYth
vanAlg)am 1sioigfigéos
tergnFIbobb ErsigEmatesium
giobmgarunddmSIEsmhingd
if MM mue{ui gHnmi
I reninwminn AR e st
I NG AN{UASNj)pL
G§8S06 (RIMSMMEIHAYA
ﬁﬁnjﬁngmmsﬁsm;vmmrhn:mm
ig)ath mgmingtisiingang
AU AUHIRR AL RSgmA
aaneg] Saammnsimeamh
unany greninimstgeatim

jU [ anfm sSiA ﬁ.ﬁ:ﬂU[S‘lnhi—i‘ﬂﬁ

Arg sipionIgmeoes: it
nsigfisiSs e sinidayegs
I TG UM A INTET G S ATj
{iegngjus augagjistasian
pniffmsianiAgibobm inf
énmﬁmﬁﬁﬁmrmrmsrﬂhsdm
ﬁhmnmaLmqusssﬁo friry
sinmAmimpAGsimarsigh
irss mtm]umjmﬂshmﬁs:l

ig% om 2rumehgurinRGmats
sninTmannidAmsAnnnA
Isiglug g tnn qig§n §
i) DnsgiggamITTA G AY
mgm?sqmﬁmg:mﬁmsm?ﬁréjh

© o [

Independent Press and Journalists
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ber 1, 2022, and August 31, 2023, more
than 16 journalists were pressured to
exercise their fundamental right to free-
dom of expression, harassment in the
judiciary for reporting the same news,
five media licenses were revoked by the
authorities. It also observed that Cam-
bodian authorities continue to fail to
conduct an effective, independent, and
transparent investigation into the murders
of fifteen journalists who have been killed
in the last two decades, and the perpetra-
tors have yet to be brought to justice.
World Press Freedom Index 2023 ranks
Cambodia 147th of the 180 countries that
reported a decline in freedom in this area
compared to previous years.
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On May 3, the 318t anniversary of
World Press Freedom Day, in an interview
with US Ambassador to Cambodia Patrick
Murphy, Radio France International

“Still Persecuted”

independent media outlets, such as The
Voice of Democracy, The Cambodia
Daily and Radio Free Asia, as a source
of inspiration and opening the freedom
of the press is a good thing for democ-
racy to reflect the responsibility of the
government.

The Ministry of Information re-
cently released a report on the state of
press freedom in Cambodia, which as a
result shows that press freedom in Cam-
bodia has improved. I would like to know
who you would like to see for this report.
Well, I think it's a good match method.
Let the Cambodian government speak
for itself on its views on freedom of the
press. First, I want to say that, in the
United States freedom of information is
very important. In fact, in the world,
freedom of information is declined and
under siege, including Cambodia. The
government should supports the inde-
pendent media, support the freedom of
the press and the ability of journalists to
report when there is criticism or perhaps
a negative point of the government,
because that is what the government is
responsible for and these are really im-
portant issues for the Cambodian people
to hear about all methods of teaching
biochemical chemistry.

The report of the Ministry of Infor-
mation on the situation of press freedom
in Cambodia said it has improved from
79% better to 80%, the same or not, who
went back to study, I do not know from

AYHANINHN SN SYN B MG
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highlighted the importance and chal-
lenges of a journalistic career. He noted
that the state of press freedom in Cam-
bodia and around the world was declin-
ing and under siege. For Cambodia,
Patrick Murphy sees the closure of some

Russian sources, but I would like to say
something during I see the closure of
The Voice of Democracy, The Cambodia
Daily, and other independent sources
blocking the presence of RFA and VOA

Please see /17
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Independent Press and Journalists

From Page 16

to operate in the country.

I think Cambodians will miss those
newspapers because they are a good
source of information, there needs to be
better information, now we recognize
that we all need to work together, includ-
ing journalists, to deal with false informa-
tion, fake news and responsible to be
right and professional, that's why we help
in training, we want to see professional-
ism here. We think that freedom of the
press, when protected, is good for de-
mocracy, for economic growth, for stabil-
ity, and like me, as a responsible public

Fr'.[ it
ek

el 2

official, we can learn from our mistakes
by saying a few things. Reportedly less
and less independent media in Cambodia.
In such a situation, how it will affect a
democracy in Cambodia be resolved

“Still Persecuted”

until there are some independent media
in Cambodia, we hope they can grow
during my time, we see that the number
of votes are declining, we want to see
young people consider their journalism
careers, it is very important traditional
print media. And the press now, which
focuses on social media, we need real
information, people need them so they
can make decisions that they can con-
tribute to the solution, and they can feel
comfortable with the government's results,
even if they agree or disagree, their words
heard in the media, as an important tool.
We call it as the most important na-

(n

~

tional media in a democracy and we hope
that these freedoms that have protected
independent media should be encouraged
in Cambodia.
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Threats, Bribes in Cambodia Senate
Elections, Human Rights Watch Reports

From Page 14

the 11,622 commune councilor seats
across the country. The Candlelight
Party holds 2,198. Yet, due to the CLP’s
exclusion from the Senate elections, many
senior and prominent former CLP mem-
bers seeking election to the Senate moved
to two other parties, the Khmer Will
Party and the National Power Party.

On February 15, the National Elec-
tion Committee issued a statement “that
one political party not registered for the
election threatened its commune/Sangkat
councilors, electors, to vote for this or
that political party, which results in vio-
lation of voting right[s]” and threatened
to take legal action against the political
party, presumably the Candlelight Party.
The election committee did not provide
any evidence to substantiate its claims,
nor did it mention reported election
malfeasance by the CPP.

A CPP spokesperson denied allega-
tions that the party had intimidated vot-
ers or bought votes in Kampong Cham
province and Phnom Penh, where 25
percent of Candlelight commune coun-
cilors voted for the ruling party based on

preliminary Senate election results.

Human Rights Watch in February
spoke to four Candlelight commune
councilors and two opposition party of-
ficers. They described harassment and
intimidation, including threats against
them and their families, as well as prom-
ises of advantageous political positions,
bribes of up to 12 million Cambodian
Riel (US$3,000), mobile phones, and
motorbikes — if they agreed to either not
vote in the Senate election or if they
voted for ruling party candidates.

Human Rights Watch wrote to the
National Election Committee on March
27 regarding Human Rights Watch’s
election findings but has not received a
response.

The opposition councilors interviewed
said government officials either offered
good positions with the CPP now, or that
the councilors could be listed with the
CPP as candidates in the 2027 commune
elections. The officials also assured them
that aligning their vote with the CPP

Please see /23
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Massachusetts’ Local College Offers Free
Basic Education Courses for Adult Learners
Preparing for GED and HiSET Exams

By Khmer Post USA

Through the Adult Learning Center
(ALC), Middlesex Community College
offers free noncredit, basic education
courses for Massachusetts adult learners
who are 16+. This includes preparation
courses to sit for high school equiva-
lency testing, attending college or job
training, or obtaining employment. In
April, MCC hosted a ceremony for stu-
dents who earned their high school
credential through the GED® and HiSET®
exams.

“The Adult Learning Center helped
me so much,” said Veble Hann, an ALC
student from Lowell. “By the end of the
semester, I understood how to write an

MCC msrﬂﬁﬁnnﬁmmLmumerumms
¢guTMUSURNTGN AT WIvAT)AIRMBILT M1
{1¢j% GED® 8t HISET®

essay and do math again. I know it was
the teachers they had that made it easier.
My main advice I will give to future
students is to ‘not give up!””

Students in the program attended
evening classes to help them get familiar
with what college is and how it works.
In the free classes, students improve their
reading, writing and math skills for a
well-rounded academic program. To help
them be more competitive in the job

market, students are prepared to take the
high school equivalency exams, polish
their English skills, and boost their
knowledge.

“The ALC is proud of every student
who takes steps toward or achieves their
goals,” said Joy DeHaan, MCC’s ALC
Program Coordinator. “We were excited
to host these students at a small event
where we presented them with a certifi-
cate of achievement, gifted them a
graduation cap, and took pictures to
commemorate their success.”

Sponsored by a grant from the Mas-
sachusetts Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education, the ALC has
been helping students since 1995. At all
times, the Center
supports 85 or more
I adultlearners —with
1 25 to 35 different
| countries of origin
| represented — who

bring with them a

wide variety of
backgrounds, skills
| and goals.

In 2023, the
Department of El-
ementary and Sec-

ondary Education
announced that the
state will cover the

cost of Mass. resi-
dents’ initial GED®
and HiSET® tests
in each subject, as
Ml well as two retakes.
| To qualify to take
the free classes,
students must be a
resident of Mas-
sachusetts.

In order to
complete classes at
the ALC, students
must also have a
computer with a
keyboard, speaker, microphone and
camera, reliable internet access, be able
to attend and participate in live class
sessions in-person and online, as well as
complete homework outside of class.

About the ALC, Alice Sharp, of
Tewksbury said, “You’ve changed my
life.”

Visit www.middlesex.mass.edu/
adultlearning for more information about
MCC’s Adult Learning Center.
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Vietnam Colonizing Cambodia and Laos
Under the Guise of Economic Cooperation

From Page 05

population, any referendum vote would
be more favorable to Vietnam, and they
can come in with their military and say
they come to protect their own people.
Just like Russia annexing Crimea and

Colonization period. There are 7 million
Khmer Krom living in Vietnam, esti-
mated by the Khmer Krom Federation
in 2006. The Khmer Krom people lost
their lands, nearly lost their language and

F 3
$211]
n

claiming it is protecting its people.
Lesson from Kampuchea Krom
The Cambodian people always re-
member deeply in their hearts about
Kampuchea Krom, (currently South
Vietnam or Mekong Delta), where Viet-
nam secretly annexed 23 Cambodian
provinces, about the size of Great Britain
67,700 square Km after the French

EONBYER

ROSA & TAING

religion due to the oppression, and are
arrested for learning or speaking about
their own history. The Cambodian people
see a similar fate to all of Laos and
Cambodia, and are fighting its own gov-
ernment to resist Vietnam’s influence and
protect their border integrity and sover-
eignty.

LAW, LLC

Attorney Francisco J. Rosa Attorney Andrew ‘Bunna’ Taing
YT {UNSAIATAT 1. JAT wini we(g am &
L C n]
Concentrated in ﬁg‘]mmﬁ{gﬁa
Auto Accident INRIGWRAU NG
Personal Injury MIMIYAIEIUES
Real Estate Closing MIMATNPENS
Immigration HIQIIiiA8
Divorces M sanS
Child Custody mIfpupRisIRnas
Bankruptcy AJWGES
Main Office / Mailing Address Revere Office
1550 Middlesex Street 385 Broadway, Suite 305
Lowell, MA 01851 Revere, MA 02151

978-458-0934 - at@rosataing.com

KHMERPOST USA

ISSUE 362, MAY 15, 2024

Page.21

(reniigiid [ IGSC 200 th" Shiaiim...

misuniginnng] 8harg)auni
MiABANURJUthES Um S
:S’Itijﬁigﬁlﬁlﬂjﬁfﬁi iy u§mn
fAN TIgAAMGANNURJIMES
MsufagugyRaInamsagm
LCJ-gtistg)a dgjidthauins
UNASSIUATES I WY FIHA
aninfnsufinumnggaminn
e} S sIgithywni 1L
19880 IItMIgWw M S Ig]i
idfemAnwaigs(fde singy
innu§ (ghAimIa) s sry 1eIms
(Paoannoiesis, Thums
s asyAANINENSig Ai]ugs
iflmaangwity:igs memian
1shiuas (pumimiei §usagprsi
agth fign siamiaumei§mu
famismie] mssigjrumavin:
Houind nwmisige sipmsihn
FURYISS WINAGTGIIUINIths
NG I§HATINATI )T
igdcarumasectigimssus
uiENU g auliinutS{uthiuAtij
frpnemigisrupmnung Shot
PRI RAIgSAMS{RiNdh 4
BIsINaIs1cie 1 gamiroaigs

thiis msuimanging:uvima
fin igpeaimnes: Aamoaiad
F198NEEAFRIINAIIS: DIYNSIA
pugnetadimn Ay I GRG Y
ImaesuAigjSthywipththi in
tEFEIY [wththiigiisirsios
gammiuTmn i miS unusey
Shivunuun; InwennEg
dinm: Ngioseminio88d jGh
{pfustgiim

* tagniwiaEgiScsnnm:
gamiunigimssguAfweud
HIGHYW NwHYMI BN
TSI AL UGNt URITARY
waafismarsinyth v1says i
undwnaas islinouot
ieunny idatunialaiwatmn
Isanindmstagwad figg
msihatiws.1 unintgiin un
Tedwrnindmsisingoh uguass
SINAw NG Furmwiph g
gOGa AIgn:msGUsnImMmi
amyty 1sTthuly A AIEIE] RIe
wIsinmi U[ny iGyAGe G mas
SRU{IING S UA{UWAIURJON
HAMSHAMG

Car(-%n“\

Home Care Agency
S IR )t
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|44 Merrimack Street * Suite 404
Lowell, MA 01852 « 617-783-7177

Open for enrollment.

Persons with disability and chronic illnesses
at no cost to patients.

We provide an individual care plan developed by

a registered nurse and case manager.

Service plan includes medication management,

personal care service at home, a Nurse and
Case Manager monitoring ongoing needs.

Patient must have Masshealth Standard to qualify.

We accept United, Senior Whole Health, Fallon
and Commonwealth Care Alliance.
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From Page 06
tion. Unfortunately, the Cambodian
people have been defending the freedom
of speech of the multi-party regime for
only about five years, from 1993 to 1998

and then it was extinguished.

But during those difficult five years,
Cambodian journalists received a great
deal of honor, with the United Nations
reporting that “UNTAC had eight mis-

Freedom Day”

sions, but all failed at the end of the
mission, except for the sector of “freedom
of the press is the only way to succeed.”

After five years, the Cambodian
media continues to live in fear and extreme
caution, because no protection movement
continues to support them, only repres-
sion if you harm the interests or honor
of the ruling party.
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Human Rights Violations at the UN
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Threats, Bribes in Cambodia Senate
Elections, Human Rights Watch Reports
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A group of 100 Khmer Krom staged protest outside of UN in New York on
Friday, April 19, 2024 to demand the release of 13 Khmer Krom rights defend-

ers who are in prison in Vietnam
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From Page 09

tegrity, and political independent.”
According to the Human Rights Watch,
human rights organizations are prohib-

specting indigenous people’s rights via
UNDRIP. The organization asked the
UN human rights rapporteur to follow

Emily Hang, Khmer Krom Federatlon Youth Committee member delivers speech
during the 23rd session of United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issue
(UNPFII) in New York between April 15th-17th, 2024

ited in Vietnam.

The government of Vietnam clas-
sified Khmer Krom as "ethnic minor-
ity Khmer", however Khmer Krom asks
for recognition of their indigenous
identity, among other indigenous groups
in Vietnam. Their plea aligns with
Vietnam’s signed commitment to re-

up on the situation and to investigate
these violations of human rights.
KKF staged a protest outside of
the UN on the last day of the meeting,
April 19th. Approximately 100 people
attended, demanding the release of all
Khmer Krom prisoners in Vietnam.
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would not result in their losing their cur-
rent positions as commune councilors
for the remainder of their terms.

The councilors also said that govern-
ment officials promised protection from
Candlelight Party attempts to replace
them as commune councilors, if they did
not vote or voted to support the CPP.
These pledges are consistent with a
promise then-Prime Minister Hun Sen
made in a speech in October 2022 to
allow Candlelight commune councilors
to leave their party but retain their posi-
tions through the protection of the Min-
istry of Interior.

A commune councilor said “[the

cerned for my safety,” said one. “Espe-
cially when I travel during nighttime
alone.” A third councilor said, “I am
afraid I will be attacked in the streets and
left bloody like the CLP members who
were attacked last year.” And another
said all the commune councilors he had
spoken to feared for their safety if they
did not do as the CPP asked.

In the run-up to the February elec-
tions, Cambodian authorities arrested
four opposition officials and members
between January 15 and 31 for “forgery”
crimes and placed them in pretrial deten-
tion. Police arrested the Kakab 2 area
commune councilor, Khem Chanvannak,

-4
oy e A

government officials] did not say ex-
actly how much money I would receive
this time but said that after voting for the
CPP, I can get money and be given a
good position with the CPP in the future,
and that I can keep my position as com-
mune councilor even if the CLP tries to
replace me.”

On January 22, Ly Sothearayuth,
the CLP secretary general, told VOA
News that the party was struggling to
replace its commune councilors who had
died, resigned, or moved to support the
ruling CPP, and that requests to the Min-
istry of Interior had still not been processed
after more than five or six months.

The commune councilors also said
they feared that the CPP would take
politically motivated legal action against
them if they refused to comply with CPP
election demands. One opposition coun-
cilor said, “I am worried that if there is
legal action against me the courts are not
independent: there is a 100 percent chance
they will side with the ruling party. When
the courts go after you, there is a 100
percent chance that you will lose.”

“I have become increasingly con-

futys Ufs teus BRsiA

8CG3

WHHUng o 1S1figaum

who was the acting head of CLP’s Phnom
Penh operations, on January 15. The
police stated that Chanvannak was being
questioned for forgery related to crimes
committed on November 7, 2023.

Police also arrested Chhay Chinda,
a CLP official who works with the party’s
women’s wing, on January 15, on forgery
charges dating back to 2022. And on
January 31, authorities arrested Ma
Chinda, the head of the CLP youth move-
ment in Phnom Penh’s Daun Penh district,
and Hak Kosal, an opposition political
activist, for forgery-related crimes. These
arrests resemble politically motivated
forgery arrests reported on by Human
Rights Watch ahead of the May 2023
national assembly election.

“Cambodian government and ruling
party targeting of opposition officials and
activists to compel them not to vote shows
an outrageous contempt for democracy,”
Pearson said. “Cambodia’s partners should
publicly condemn these politically mo-
tivated harassment and threats, and make
it clear to the government that future
engagement depends on the opening of
democratic space in the country.”

Please see /24
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Threats, Bribes in Cambodia Senate
Elections, Human Rights Watch Reports

From Page 23

For additional details and accounts
by opposition members, please see below.

Accounts from Opposition Politicians

Human Rights Watch conducted
in-person and phone interviews between
February 9 and 27 with six opposition
politicians from three opposition politi-
cal parties, the Candlelight Party (CLP),
the Khmer Will Party, and the National
Power Party. Among the six opposition
politicians were four commune council-
ors from different districts. Human Rights
Watch used pseudonyms and removed
location specific information to protect
their security.

Direct Attempts by Authorities at
Vote Interference or Buying

All four commune councilors inter-
viewed said that they repeatedly received

I |

TRe 0 T

- — e —

I did not have to join the CPP, but that
if I either did not vote or if I voted for
the CPP, I would later have the possibil-
ity of becoming a ministry advisor like
he was.

“Vathanak,” CLP commune coun-
cilor, said:

In mid-January, I met three people
in the commune council hall. Present on
their side was a district officer, the pro-
vincial governor, and a commune chief.
I was told that I would receive benefits
and rewards for not voting, or for voting
for either the CPP or for the government-
aligned [royalist] FUNCINPEC Party,
but that if I voted for the CPP I would
receive a greater reward. I was told that
if I voted for the CPP or for FUNCINPEC,
I would be able to keep my position as
commune councilor, even if the CLP
tried to replace me and that I could be
listed as a CPP candidate in 2027.

VRN ‘Eeﬁ
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direct or implied offers of money, “gifts,”
or other rewards to either vote for the
CPP, or not vote at all.

“Sophal,” CLP commune councilor,
said:

During the first meeting, a district
officer ... said that all I had to do was to
not vote, I could keep my position as
commune councilor. He assured me that
even if the CLP tries to replace me in my
position, the government will not allow
this to happen. He also told me that in
the next commune elections in 2027 I
can be listed as a CPP candidate and
would surely win. He told me there would
be other benefits but did not specify what
they would be. In the fifth and final meet-
ing, a former member of the Candlelight
Party who had defected to the CPP and
a high-level ministry adviser told me that

“Pheakdey,” CLP commune coun-
cilor, said:

I received a request to meet au-
thorities to discuss the Senate elections
at a coffee shop. The first meeting was
on January 27. Present on their side was
one CPP party officer from my province,
one district governor chief, one district
deputy, one commune chief, and two
other district officials. I was told that I
have the option to vote for the CPP or
not vote at all, both options are okay. If
I vote for the CPP or just not vote at all,
I will receive 4 million Riel (US$1,000)
from either option. The difference is, if
I vote for the CPP, the CPP would ensure
that I keep the same position during the
rest of my term as commune councilor
and when the next commune elections

Please see /26
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Russia .aques “a}ttack on
Ukraine 1s a mistake”

Analysis from Europe

It was predicted that the United
States of America would fail to help
Ukraine to win the war, but that is wrong
because Capitol Hill has just allocated
more than USD 90 billion for Ukraine,
Israel, and Taiwan and 60 billion for
Ukraine alone.

That was the drops of water that can
make water flow out of the glass, the
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economic pressure from Europe and from
America has tightened Russia every day,
spending on war is getting bigger, losses
in battle are also serious, now on the
enemy side, it is getting worse but the
enemy is rich in money and modern
weapons, the spirit of war to defend the
territory of Ukraine is still high, which
makes President Putin regret, not real-

wms Fud rufusag

izing that “he can be very confused.”
Last week of April 2024, Britain,
France, Germany, and the whole Euro-
pean Union, when they saw that Ukrai-
nian forces could bravely resist Russia
without weapons, decided to send heavy
and light weapons to Ukraine since Mis-
sile fighter jets fired long distances in the
next two to three months. It raises the
question of "How will Russia maintain
the eastern and southern regions of

Ukraine?" Is it because of panic that
Putin has repeatedly threatened to use
nuclear weapons? At the same time, the
United States and the European Union
are increasingly working together to
increase military and economic pressure
on Russia and its ally China.

Sweden, which has a border of more
than 1,000 km with Russia has decided
to end its neutral policy and join NATO,
now ready to fight to prevent a country
like Ukraine from invading. This is what
made President Putin very angry because
he wanted to expand his territory but
made "NATO" even bigger. NATO has
32 countries, a military alliance with the
United States, "if one country goes to
war, all countries go to war."

Russia's newly elected president has
not been able to expand his military
presence in the Middle East and Africa
has not diminished. Negotiate a “loosen-
ing” solution for some of China. The
United States has warned China of a
"closer approach" to small EU countries
in the same foreign policy flow as the
United States.

Currently, the alliance between the
United States and Europe is very smooth,
which encourages Ukraine and all coun-
tries bordering communist countries
(including Russia, China, North Korea,
and Vietnam) to move out of “the trap
of dictatorship” remarkably.

Ukraine has tried to remain an in-
dependent and liberal country but has

pmsiud gés

not yet had time to expand its defense.
Suddenly, Russia will expand its terri-
tory and invade Ukraine ... but the de-
termined leadership of President Zelen-
sky immediately gained the
overwhelming support of his people and
his liberal country. At the forefront of
defending the whole liberal countries
"against the invasion of dictatorial com-
munist Russia."
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a CPP candidate.

“Vanna,” CLP commune councilor,
said:

I was asked to meet authorities
multiple times in January and February.
During these meetings they said they
could offer me US$1,000 if I did not vote
and up to $3,000 if I voted for the CPP.
During my second meeting they threatened
me that if [ do not join and vote for the
CPP I might get a court complaint against
me, they did not specify what type of
complaint it would be. The next two
meetings happened in early February at
the commune hall where I worked. In
both meetings, they tried to offer me
money and a mobile phone if I joined
the CPP and voted for the CPP in the
Senate elections, but I refused their offer.

Reports of Attempts by Authorities
to Influence Commune Councilors

“Sophal” said that the authorities
tried to influence other councilors:

I know there are well over 100 com-

met 35 of those commune councilors.
These commune councilors are people I
know and have spoken to in person about
authorities asking for commune council-
ors to either not vote or to vote for the
CPP. Every single one of the 35 commune
councilors shared with me that they had
similar meetings and requests from au-
thorities. In my case I was not offered
money for my vote, or to not vote, but
among the 35 other councilors I spoke
to, I heard about offers they received
from 4 million Riel ($1,000) to 20 million
Riel ($5,000) for voting for the CPP. As
an administration officer with the CLP,
[ am involved with a lot of internal com-
munications within the party. From what
has been reported from CLP commune
councilors across the country, I have
heard that 95 to 99 percent of commune
councilors have received offers of bribes
or “gifts as rewards” for either not voting
at all or voting for the CPP. All of these
reports I heard occurred similar to my
timeline of meetings with authorities, in
January and February 2024.

Please see /30
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PHYSICAL THERAPY

Eastern Physicial Therapy
851 Middlesex Street, Suite 1 Lowell, MA 01851
Phone: 978-677-6333 Fax: 978-677-6982

Have Aches & Pain?
We Can Help.

@ Injuries from Auto Accident
@ Slip & Fall
O ( I1Tu| ic Arthritis

ysical rehabilitation

reventative and rehabilita-
|1u|'| ed health pro-
wr stretching
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Northern Middlesex Metro-
politan Planning Organiza-
tion (MPO) will be held on
May 22, 2024 at 2:00 PM.
NMMPO meetings are held
virtually via Zoom and in
person at 672 Suffolk Street,
Suite 100, Lowell, MA. The
full agenda and informa-
tion about the meeting will
be posted at www.nmcog.
org/calendar. The NMMPO
provides reasonable accom-
modations and/or language
assistance free of charge
upon request (including but
not limited to interpreters in
American Sign Language
and languages other than
English, open or closed
captioning for videos, assis-
tive listening devices and
alternate material formats),
as available. For assistance,
please contact Lesley Shah-
bazian at (978) 454-8021 or
at Ishahbazian@nmcog.org.
Requests should be made
for services requiring ac-

commodations.
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Many countries have been wiped off
the world map because they lost the war
or were too weak to be taken as subor-
dinates by other countries. Champa has
disappeared, while Laos, for example,
has been described as "no longer its
owner." As for Cambodia, there are many

analysts who suggest that "according to

the current situation, Cambodia cannot
escape the meltdown" because from the
time of Samdech Norodom Sihanouk in
1954 to the present, Cambodian politi-
cians have always had trust China and
Vietnam, both communist countries, that
"in the end, the communist country will
win in the Indochina Peninsula."

But that prediction is propaganda,
and the two countries are constantly
pushing for a steel alliance, Cambodia,
to be plunged into the war zone, killing
millions Cambodian. During the repub-
lican era, Lon Nol, who pursued liberal
democratic politics, was willing to ne-
gotiate with Sihanouk as the victor, but
the communists were the ones who returned
to Cambodia to kill people, even the
Khmer Rouge themselves, who hated
Vietnam, still made Cambodia fell even
harder into the hands of the Red Viet-
namese ... causing the massacre of millions
of Cambodians... that has not yet offset
the growing Vietnamese community in
Cambodia.

As for the geographical situation,
the current map of Cambodia has been
changed since 1982 for the benefit of
Vietnam, but still uses the old map, caus-
ing land disputes on the border between
the people of Cambodia and Vietnam

every day. If so, will Cambodia be wiped
off?

Fortunately, the international com-
munity came to the rescue of the Cam-
bodian people with the 1991 peace
agreement in France, but one month
before the Paris Peace Accords, China
and Vietnam agreed in Hanoi to destroy
the Cambodian peace solution initiated
by The United Nations as much as pos-
sible.

We all still remember the “Champa”
event during the election, the "win-win"
politics, the tricks that have been going
UNTAC was expelled
from Cambodia, Samdech Sihanouk has

on since then ...

already ascended the throne establishing
the Constitutional Assembly in Beijing
.. continuing to be an event organized
only for "Beijing and Hanoi.

Since 1997, FUNCINPEC, along
with the former resistance party, has been
viciously persecuted by the Vietnamese-
installed party, which has been ousted
from the deal. In 2013, Hun Sen, the
Prime Minister of the monopoly power
in Cambodia, almost all opposition dis-
sidents fled the country in fear, and in
2017, the opposition CNRP was dissolved.
All that remains is the small advocacy
of the factory workers, the nature defend-
ers of the land protesters ... the power
and the internal and external trade, the
accumulation of wealth in the aristoc-
racy of the clan will be the only entourage.

Democracy in Cambodia has been
overthrown, minorities living in fear,
hunger, poverty, inequality, fraternity and
social integrity, false networks, radio or
television or telephones distorting infor-
mation to protect the wicked.

Those are the goals of the neighbor-
ing countries that are waiting for Cam-
bodia to decline and depend on them,
that is when the massacre will resume in
Cambodia again. How can this Khmer
dictatorship survive in the future?

Yes, the world has come to help
Cambodia three times already, once in
1850, when the French came to protect
the Khmer, expelled the Vietnamese and
Siam from Cambodia, in 1954 and again
in 1988 by expelling Vietnam from
Cambodia, they often put pressure on the
Chinese economy, Beijing cut off the
ability to suppress the economy of small

Please see /29
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Will Cambodia be wiped off ?

From Page 28

countries, they signed the 1991 Paris
Agreement to protect regional peace and
prosperity ... but the Reds still found the
culprits. Khmer came to be their puppet,
representing their interests as well.
Therefore, many innocent Cambodians
were afraid of the communists who were
close to them, but did not see that there
was an “indirect hand of the West” who
always prevented the dissolution of
Cambodia in the form of rage.

Some Cambodian leaders tried to
cling to that "indirect hand", such as
Samdech Sihanouk during 1968, Lon
Nol in 1970, but refused to retaliate at
all, which led to Sihanouk, Lon Nol,
Republican regimes. The case collapsed
quickly ... but the success of the Red
Army did not reach the Cambodian
people. Why did Mr. Serey refuse to help
Cambodians?

Because Sihanoukism and Repub-
licans, the leaders of the “fake liberal
democracy", do politics without a clear
belief in the regime they want, including
the Cambodian opposition. History has
shown that the west was helping Japan,
China, Taiwan, and South Korea because

he believed in "the right and Freedom of
his people.” Ukraine, on the other hand,
was the last country to firmly believe in
the independence, freedom, and democ-
racy of its country. No western country
hesitate “to support Ukraine to win Russia.”

In Cambodia today, the Liberals are
punishing the Hun Sen dictatorship, but
they are leaving the new group of Prime
Minister Hun Manet to turn to democ-
racy, or at least to respect human rights,
but the legacy of the Beijing regime. And
Hanoi is still deep, hardly to let Cambo-
dia free.

ASEAN may be a bridge to withdraw
the Cambodian economy from taking
breathe of the communist, but Cambodia's
great exit is still the liberal, multi-party
system that the Cambodian people have
demonstrated whenever there is a fair
election. A Khmer proverb says, “innocent
and gentle are dead, crooked and wicked
live longer” but this is the path for the
weak to find the only way out of adver-
sity, but the bright wise do not understand
that the path is right for the liberation of
the Khmer nation.
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Threats, Bribes in Cambodia Senate
Elections, Human Rights Watch Reports

From Page 27

Other CLP councilors interviewed
said they too had spoken to other op-
position councilors in their districts and
that almost all of them had experienced
similar pressures and inducements to join
the CPP.

“Pisey,” a party officer for the Na-
tional Power Party said:

Based on my knowledge, the threats
and bribes for commune councilors to
not vote or to vote for the CPP have oc-
curred since late last year and continued
in January and February this year. There
is usually an offer or promise of money
or future positions in 2027 if they vote
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for the CPP or even not vote at all in the
upcoming Senate elections. For what our
activists report back to us, over 95 percent
of commune councilors we work with
have received threats or offers of rewards
based on how they vote in the upcoming
elections.

“Davuth,” a party officer for the
Khmer Will Party, said:

In provinces around Phnom Penh,
in the remote provinces such as Ratana-
kiri, Mondulkiri, and Preah Vihear, and
all the provinces around the Tonle Sap
Lake, which are generally much poorer
than the capital, the ruling party uses
different methods to convince CLP coun-
cilors to sell their votes by offering them
money, new phones, or even motorbikes.
From what has been reported to me as a
party organizer, the total amount of these
gifts ranges up to $3,000 per vote. The
arrests, intimidation, the vote buying
attempts are happening at a scale that we
have never seen before.

Concerns for Safety and Reports of
Intimidation

Opposition commune councilors and
party officials also expressed fears for
their own safety.

“Vathanak” said:

I just want to share that I feel very
concerned for my safety because I have
never been previously contacted by the
authorities [in this way]. Now that [ have
been called in to betray my party and
officially support the CPP, I feel like I
will be targeted by the government if I
do not follow their requests. I am con-
cerned about my safety all the time now.
I’'m afraid I will be attacked in the streets
and left bloody like the CLP members
who were attacked last year. I am also
afraid of being targeted by the govern-
ment through politically motivated legal
means and placed in jail as has happened
to so many opposition members.

“Pheakdey” said:

Personally, while traveling, I know
that I must be careful. [ am worried about
attacks while in traffic because opposition
members have been attacked before and
the perpetrators were never caught. [ am
worried that if there is legal action against
me the courts are not independent: there
is a 100 percent chance they will side
with the ruling party. When the courts
go after you, there is a 100 percent chance
that you will lose, you have zero chance
of winning a case in Cambodia if the
ruling party wants you to suffer.

“Pisey,” the National Power Party
officer, said:

We also experience harassment
whenever we organize a meeting. Local
police come to almost every single meet-
ing we organize, whether it is just an
NPP meeting or a meeting with the CLP.
Usually, three to five people from the
local police come and take pictures of
us and ask for a list of participants’ names.
We feel like they do this because they
want us to be worried and threatened,
and so that they can keep track of us to
find us later if they feel they need to. |
always fear that my party or I will face
consequences any time the opposition is
successful, and we will face conse-
quences for our actions if we go against
the government.

Cambodian Election Law
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Threats, Bribes in Cambodia Senate
Elections, Human Rights Watch Reports

From Page 30

Various Cambodian laws ostensibly
provide protection to political parties,
candidates, and party officials — which
in practice have not been adequately
enforced. The Law on the Election of
Commune/Sangkat Councils, in article
39, establishes that political parties should
be in charge of their own party candidate
lists.

The Law on Administrative Manage-
ment of Communes/Sangkats, in article
14, states that a valid councilor must

remarks or written statements by parties
and candidates that are immoral and
insult any candidates, their supporters,
or anyone else.

With respect to the concerns raised
by the opposition councilors to Human
Rights Watch, the law prohibits all po-
litical parties, candidates, or supporters
from threatening, intimidating, or entic-
ing anyone to pledge their vote for any
political party. In addition, political
parties, candidates, or representatives

GNUIUEIAYE

fulfill the qualifications as stated in the
law covering elections, including being
on the candidate list, which the political
parties oversee.

The Ministry of Interior’s failure to
process requests by political parties to
change commune councilor electors
subverts the legal process for managing
commune councilor lists based on the
rights established in Cambodian law.

Article 71 of the Law on the Election
of Members of the National Assembly
is applicable to the National Election
Committee for the Senate Elections on
February 15, 2024. The article provides
that all political parties and candidates
need to avoid using threats, intimidation,
or violence against citizens, other po-
litical parties, or candidates. The law
prohibits parties and candidates from
inciting their supporters or voters to
commit abuses, threats, violence, or in-
timidation against individuals or other
political parties.

But the law also broadly and prob-
lematically bans direct or indirect verbal

must not make donations in cash or
through any kind of incentives to institu-
tions, organizations, or any person to buy
votes.

International Human Rights Standards

Cambodia has been a party to the
International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR) since 1992.
Article 25(b) of the ICCPR guarantees
“the right to vote and to be elected at
genuine periodic elections ... guarantee-
ing the free expression of the will of the
electors.”

The United Nations Human Rights
Committee, an international expert body
that monitors state compliance with the
ICCPR, has stated in General Comment
No. 25 related to article 25, that “[p]ersons
entitled to vote must be free to vote for
any candidate for election... without
undue influence or coercion of any kind
which may distort or inhibit the free
expression of the elector’s will.”
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