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Khmer Krom people gathered in Phnom Penh on June 9, 2024 to commemo-
rate the 75th Anniversary Lost of Kampuchea Krom territory to Vietnam.
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(Left to right) Ly Chandaravuth, Long Kunthea, Phuon Keoreaksmey, Thun Ratha

Trial begins for Mother Nature Cam-
bodia activists on conspiracy charge

PHNOM PENH — The trial against
Mother Nature Cambodia, one of the
country’s last environmental activism
groups, kicked off at the Phnom Penh
Court of First Instance on the morning
of May 29.

Ten environmental activists are on

f

and Yim Leanghy of Mother Nature Cambodia say farewell to supporters before
entering the court on May 29, 2024. Image by Gerald Flynn / Mongabay.
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trial for allegedly plotting against the
government, a charge that carries a
prison sentence of between five and 10
years.

Of the 10, only five attended court,

Veteran activist Ouch Pichsamnang hugs Phuon Keoreaksmey of Mother Nature Cambo-
dia before the environmental activists stand trial. Image by Gerald Flynn / Mongabay.
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dressed in traditional Cambodian
burial attire: Yim Leanghy, Ly Chan-
daravuth, Thun Ratha, Phuon Keoreaks-
mey and Long Kunthea.

Leanghy is among three Mother
Nature Cambodia activists on trial for
both plotting against the government

and insulting the king.

The second charge could add between
one and five years to his sentence if found
guilty. Spanish national Alejandro
Gonzalez-Davidson, the group’s found-
er, and Sun Ratha were also charged
under Cambodia’s Iése-majesté laws for
insulting the king after a Zoom call from
May 14, 2021, was leaked.

Neither Gonzalez-Davidson nor
Ratha attended court. Gonzalez-Davidson,
the group’s original founder, was de-
ported from Cambodia in 2015 and remains
banned from entering the country. Three
others — Minh Piseth, Rai Raksa and
Pok Khoey — were charged with plotting
and did not appear before the court.

The start of the trial saw only Lean-
ghy take the stand for questioning, after
which the court was adjourned for lunch
at 11:30 a.m. Proceedings will pick back
up for a full-day hearing on June 5, ac-
cording to sources from inside the court-
room.

Mother Nature Cambodia’s trial has
been delayed repeatedly, and there were
emotional scenes outside the court as the
five activists in attendance braced them-
selves for a return to prison. Thun Ratha
held his infant child until it was time to
enter the court.

Outside the court, prior to the trial
beginning, Long Kunthea, who faces up
to 10 years in prison, protested the in-
nocence of the environmental activism
group.

“We are innocent people and we
work to protect the national interest,” she
said. “If today the court decides to accuse
us and take us to prison again, we are
gtill thankful to all the people who grant
us justice because the court never grant
us justice.”

The charges of plotting date back
from 2012 to 2021 and cover a wide
range of Mother Nature Cambodia’s
activism. Six of the activists, including
the five present at court on May 29, al-
ready served time behind bars for their
activism, but were released on bail on
Nov. 12, 2021.

However, the charges were never
dropped and the conditions of their bail
demanded they cease all activism.

Kunthea had been planning to stage

a one- Please see /18
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@ ) tgnjmuislintsmsdiginimn  Khmer Krom People Do Not Have

Freedom Under Vietnamese Rule

From Page 01

Vietnam. Khmer Krom people expect
that in the future, Khmer Krom people
will have the right to decide their own
destiny. This statement was made on the
75th anniversary of the French colonial
transfer of control of Kampuchea Krom
to Vietnam illegally.

The Khmer Krom Federation on
June 4 issued a statement highlighting
the 75 years of Khmer Krom human
rights violations under Vietnamese rule,
including attempts to eradicate the Khmer
Krom culture and religion and suppress
the freedom of expression of the Khmer
Krom. The federation states that these
are the factors that make the Khmer Krom
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people stand up and advocate with the
Vietnamese government on the interna-
tional stage to demand the right to self-
determination. The Khmer Kampuchea
Krom Federation urges the Vietnamese
government, as a member of the UN
Human Rights Council, to respect its
commitments and respect the fundamen-
tal rights of the Khmer Krom in accordance
with the treaty that Vietnam has signed
with the United Nations.

On June 4, 1949, the French colony
ceded Kampuchea Krom to Vietnam il-
legally which continues to this day.
During these 75 years, the Khmer Krom
people living in their own homeland have
been subjected to all kinds of persecution
by the Vietnamese authorities, who have
sought every means to eradicate the
Khmer Krom cultural, traditional and
religious identity. Currently, eight Khmer
Krom activists and five monks have been
detained by Vietnamese authorities for
promoting human rights, indigenous
rights, and the right to self-determination.

Today, in Kampuchea Krom, hundreds
of monks and Khmer-Krom people gath-
ered to celebrate this anniversary at Wat
Po Cholamani, at a stupa in Tra Cu district,
Preah Trapeang province. In this cere-
mony, the monks prayed, delivered
sermons and spoke about the history of
the Khmer Kampuchea Krom territory.

In the morning of June 4, Vietnam-
ese authorities detained some Khmer
Krom citizens for questioning as they
traveled to attend the 75th anniversary
commemoration.

Social activist monk Thou Vakhim
expects the Khmer Krom people to con-
tinue their advocacy activities to demand
that the Vietnamese authorities respect
the rights and freedoms and protect the
culture and literature in Kampuchea
Krom. Venerable Thuva Khim said: “I
have an expectation that they will fight,
they will not give up or remain silent,
because I want them to fight for their
rights or their land.”

In Cambodia, meanwhile, the Na-
tional Forces Party and the Local
Democrat Party have issued statements
expressing pain and regret over the loss
of Kampuchea Krom territory. Both par-
ties call on the Cambodian government
to protect the rights of Khmer Krom
citizens of the same Khmer blood and to
demand that Vietnam respect fundamen-
tal freedoms and rights of the Khmer
Krom, as well as end the persecution of
its citizens, human rights activists and
monks.

Rong Chhun, an adviser to the Na-
tional Forces Party, told RFA on June 4
that the National Forces Party will not
standstill folding its hands and let any
Cambodian suffer.

Mr. Rong Chhun said: “As [ am a
Khmer, as well as the National Forces
Party, we do not standstill and watch the
Khmer Krom, we are Khmer Krom,
Khmer Kandal, Khmer Leu, Khmer in
the world, we are the same Khmer in the
world suffering abuse, the National
Forces Party will advocate and seek
freedom."

This statement is in line with the
views of Rong Chhun, an adviser to the
National Forces Party, on VOD Radio,
where Rong Chhun wants to see Cam-
bodian leaders talk to Vietnamese leaders
about the harassment of Khmer Krom
rights with respect to religious beliefs.
Khmer scholars respect the Khmer tradi-
tion, like the current arrest of monks and
advocates to prison, so far, no release.
“The National Forces Party demands the
Vietnamese authorities reconsider and
must give freedom to monks as well as
activists.”

Mr. Taing Sarak, Regional President
of the Khmer Kampuchea Krom Fed-
eration in Cambodia, said: “the territory

Please see /11
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TRY TRANSIT MONTH
The Entire Month of July 2024

RIDE FOR FREE

On All LRTA Buses and
Road Runner Vehicles

The LRTA would like to introduce
public transportation to everyone
in our community.

So please Try Transit and
leave the driving to us!

EXPERIENCE THE BENEFITS OF PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

Convenient Access to:

Employment, Hospitals and Medical Services
Shopping Destinations like Malls, Plazas and Specialty Stores
Attractions, Restaurants, Museums and Parks

Less Traffic Congestion and Reduced Energy Consumption

Economic Development

A Clean Air Environment

Get Connected with the LRTA!

Whether you are visiting the region or need to get to local destinations, we can get you there
or connect you to the MBTA and other transit providers.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT

WWW.LRTA.COM
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Lowell
Primary Care Center
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1075 Westford Street, Unit 204
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Primary Care Center
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280 Union Street, Unit 402
Lynn, MA 01901 - (781) 780-7755
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BROWN WARNS ADMINISTRATION THAT

3 GRANTING VIETNAM MARKET ECONOMY

STATUS WOULD THREATEN OHIO WORKERS
& MANUFACTURERS, BOOST CHINA

China Uses Vietnam to Avoid
Tariffs that Level the Playing Field for
Ohio Workers

WASHINGTON, D.C. - U.S. Sena-
tor Sherrod Brown (D-OH) and a group
of Senate colleagues are warning the
Administration against granting Vietnam
market economy status, telling Secretary
of Commerce Gina Raimondo that there
is significant evidence suggesting Vietnam
does not meet the requirements to be
designated a market economy and ex-
pressing significant concerns with the
Department of Commerce’s review of
Vietnam's status as a nonmarket economy
under U.S. trade law. The Commerce
Department itself has raised the alarm
about China’s use of Vietnam to circum-
vent U.S. antidumping duties on Chinese-
made products — duties which are meant
to level the playing field for Ohio work-
ers.

“There is abundant evidence sug-
gesting that Vietnam does not meet the
legal requirements established by Congress

ngjis: iﬂm:ﬁpmimmhmuuammumgngugua'
4 MassHealth SAGWHA sumﬁnnumgﬁﬁ]ugmaml

HARIAUS

ANESINUINIUA 2

HADUGIS:Y

e F b R

gimaimsmiiunsitums

- - |

iHHjusAIm S N0

Y

=

to receive market economy status. We
are especially concerned by reports that
Commerce pledged to the government
of Vietnam that your agency’s review
will result in a favorable determination,
to the detriment of U.S. industries and
workers. We urge Commerce to examine
the full range of evidence as it conducts
its review and to consider the impact on
American jobs and producers in its final
determination,” wrote the senators in
their letter.

“Granting Vietnam market economy
status before it addresses its clear non-
market behavior and the severe deficien-
cies in its labor law will worsen ongoing
trade distortions, erode the U.S. manu-
facturing base, threaten American work-
ers and industries, and reinforce Vietnam’s
role as a conduit for goods produced in
China with forced labor. We urge you
and your agency to thoroughly consider
the economic and labor conditions in
Vietnam as you conduct your review of
Vietnam’s market economy status, and

Please see /14
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FREE MEALS FOR KiDS & TEENS

Weekdays July 8 to August 16

Sponsored by

h T
‘ — MERRIMACK VALLEY

\ri FOOD BANK

NL
CHILD NUTRITION

Bn ¥

A FRESH APPROACH
TO ENDING HUNGER

MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF

ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY

EDUCATION

For more info visit

www.mvfb.org

Summer meals are provided free of charge to children
and teens 18 and under. No registration or I.D. necessary.
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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May 14, 202

The United Nations General As-
sembly on Friday voted overwhelm-
ingly in favor of a Palestine proposal to
become a full member of the United
Nations in the Middle East.

Voting Result:

INFavour 143

AGAINST 9

ABSTENTION 25

HL

Of the 193 members of the 193-na-
tion General Assembly, 143 voted in
favor of Palestine as a full member of
the world body, Reuters reported. Israel
voted against and 25 abstained.

However, this overwhelming vote
did not give Palestine the full member-
ship of the United Nations, but it did
show that most countries have recognized

alysis: Can Palestine become a full
member of the United Nations?

a Palestinian state that deserves its mem-
bership for this global institution. At the
same time, Palestine must once again
await UN Security Council recommenda-
tions, according to the UN Charter.

According to the UN Charter, Chap-
ter 5 on the functions, decision-making
and voting rights of the Security Council,
vetoes or objections are the status quo
of the respective countries.

The full membership of the United
Nations requires the prior approval of
the members of the 15-nation Security
Council, which is then handed over to
the General Assembly for re-election.

Many times, Palestinian efforts have
failed due to the opposition of the
United States, an ally of Israel.

In fact, in April, the US representa-
tive at the United Nations voted against
granting full membership to Palestine,
arguing that this was not an effective way
to push for a two-state solution.

In principle, applications for full UN
membership must first be approved by
the Security Council, the world's highest
decision-making body. In the case of
Palestine, the General Assembly alone

Please see /15
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From Page 04

of the Kingdom of Cambodia in Kam-
puchea Krom was under the administra-
tion and control of the Vietnamese au-
thorities or the government during the
French colony. Vietnamese does not want
new Khmer generation to know about
the landowner or remember the loss of
land to Vietnam. That is the goal.”

Mr. Son Chumchoun, Secretary
General of the Khmer Kampuchea Krom
Association for Human Rights and De-
velopment stated that we have some
important objectives for you, especially
our Khmer people who come to partici-
pate, including Khmer Krom, Khmer
Kandal and Khmer Leu, that Kampuchea

B |

e

=

F.
1A 898 (30 AMBUIUM NERBERIHIM SHHAMERMUNARR

Krom is now 75 years after the French
colony cut off our Khmer lands to Viet-
nam. We commemorate this event for the
sake of our Khmer people to demand the
rights and freedoms of Kampuchea Krom
to raise their consciousness and participate
in activities.

Ms. Chao Rattanak, Poipet Sangkat
Councilor, said that the Khmer Krom,
Khmer Kandal, Khmer Leu youth must
be aware of the suffering of the Khmer
Kampuchea Krom, we must not forget
the Khmer Krom, because we are the
only Khmer, so please do not discriminate,
do not discriminate the Khmer Leu,
Khmer Kandal! We are all one Khmer
and hope that parents and siblings all
over the world will recognize that we are
one Khmer.

Mr. Pen Bona, Head of the Govern-
ment Spokesperson Unit and the Viet-
namese Embassy in Cambodia, could not
be reached for comment by VOD or
other independent sources on June 4.

Meanwhile, non-ruling political
parties commemorated the anniversary

of the loss of territory, urging the ruling
party leaders to pay attention to the well-
being of the Khmer Krom who are being
harassed by Vietnam over religious beliefs
linked to the message to strengthen the
nation to prevent the ambition to swallow
more territory from neighboring countries,
Democrats Party said in a statement the
day before the anniversary of the loss of
territory that “on June 4, 1949, the ter-
ritory of Kampuchea Krom was decided
to be transferred to Vietnam under the
control of French President Vincent
Auriol, according to the party, since then
the Khmer Krom have become an indig-
enous people in the territory. Myself, I
would like to express my deepest con-
dolences for the loss of Kampuchea Krom
territory, which we will never forget, in
which the Khmer Kampuchea Krom
people are of the same Khmer blood. The
transfer of Kampuchea Krom to Vietnam

| is a historical lesson that the next gen-
4 cration of Cambodian leaders and Cam-

bodians of all backgrounds must remem-
ber and unite. Local Democrats call on
the Cambodian government to cooperate

| with the Vietnam to ensure that the Khmer

people have sufficient rights and freedoms,
respect for basic human rights, espe-
cially cultural, religious and other civil
rights, in protest, demand, expression
and assembly in accordance with inter-
national law, especially the Royal Gov-
ernment of Cambodia to talk with the
Vietnamese government to set up con-
sular mission. In addition, there will be
regular missions from the Royal Govern-
ment of Cambodia to areas inhabited by
Khmer Kampuchea Krom. That Kampu-
chea Krom is the only Khmer people that
leaders should fulfill this duty, and we
also thank the Khmer Kampuchea Krom
people. “Despite persecution by the
Vietnamese authorities, they are still
struggling to preserve the traditional
Khmer literary culture.”

Ou Chanrath, co-founder of the
Cambodian Reform Party and a former
CNRP lawmaker, supported the push,
emphasizing that telling Vietnam to respect
Khmer Krom rights is necessary, as the
Vietnamese side often asked Cambodia
to protect its people. Who came to live
in Cambodia, including illegal immigrants.

“Forgot to think about this for a long
time, because even though the Cambo-
dian people themselves do not remind
[Vietnam], the Vietnamese government
seems to warn because they protect their
people on the territory of Cambodia today
both legal and illegal. The whole terri-
tory of Kampuchea Krom has millions
of people living there and the Cambo-

Please see /22
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Europe, 01 June 2024

The District, Provincial and Mu-
nicipal Councils” election in Cambodia
took place on May 26, 2024, for a
five-year term, with proportional and
non-universal elections. Five parties
competed with a total of 20,000 can-
didates: 1) Cambodian People's Party,
2) Khmer Will Party, 3) Royalist Party,
FUNCINPEC, 4) the National Unity
Party and 5) National Forces Party. The
“District Council" is the management
of the area, which is convened by some
"communes" in the provinces, "Provin-
cial Council" is the management of the
area of the district, and "Khan Council”
is the management of the meeting area.
Some “Sangkats” and “municipal or
capital councilors” oversee the area of
the municipal town or city.

The main opposition party, Candle-
light Party, which tends to be a former
CNRP successor to Sam Rainsy, has
been barred from running in the by-
elections take refuge under the wing
of the Khmer Will Party, represented
by Mr. Sok Hach, another trend of the
same CNRP and cooperated to show
the common candidates in many districts
and districts, despite reports that there
is pressure on the opposition party from
governments.

The National Forces Party, repre-
sented by Rang Chhun, ran for office
on its own, and the Cambodian Na-
tional Rescue Party, represented by Pol
Horm, an opposition party in another
coalition, did not present its candidacy
at this time.

FUNCINPEC, represented by
Norodom Chakravuth and the Khmer
United National Party, represented by
General Nhek Bun Chhay, also fielded
their candidates in the constituencies
and campaigned as much as possible
in the spirit of a little more open free-
dom by former Prime Minister Hun
Sen.

Recall the district council elections
in 2019, there were 7 parties participat-
ing in the election, the results went to
the Cambodian People's Party 3448
seats, FUNCINPEC 33 seats and the
Khmer United National Party 38 seats.
As for the election environment since
1997 (the year of the coup d'état of the
CPP alone), observers from around the
world have said that "irregularities and
inequities ... and the result goes to the
ruling party almost all the time.

Voter turnout from the Commune
/ Sangkat Council was 11,622, the voice
of the Commune / Sangkat Council,
which was elected two years ago and
went to the polls in 209 constituencies
across Cambodia, in each constituency.
Two elections were held once for the
"District and Khan Council" with 3,641
seats and again for the "Municipal and
Provincial Councils" with 559 seats.

Prior to the official results by the
NEC, unexpectedly, the CPP won an-
other landslide victory with 86% of
9,986 votes, while the opposition and
other parties received 11% of 1286
votes.
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BROWN WARNS ADMINISTRATION THAT
GRANTING VIETNAM MARKET ECONOMY

From Page 08

believe the evidence points to one con-
clusion: Vietnam does not meet the re-
quirements to receive market economy
status under U.S. trade law. To find
otherwise would weaken our trade en-
forcement laws and jeopardize the live-
lihoods of American workers,” they
continued.

In October 2023, the Commerce
Department announced the initiation of
a changed circumstances review (CCR)
of Vietnam’s nonmarket economy status.
The Tariff Act of 1930 established a six-
factor test to determine whether or not a
country qualifies as a nonmarket econo-
my, and the lawmakers note that the
reality of Vietnam’s economy—including
evidence collected by the U.S. govern-
ment itself—shows Vietnam does not
meet any of the first five factors.

The sixth factor the Commerce
Department is required to consider is a
catch-all, giving it the flexibility to con-
sider additional factors it deems appropri-
ate. The lawmakers urged the Commerce
Department, as part of its evaluation of

Vietnam’s ability to meet the sixth factor,
to take into account Vietnam’s close
economic relationship with China, espe-
cially as China and Vietnam actively seek
to further deepen their trade ties. Vietnam’s
manufacturing sector relies heavily on
inputs from China, making it “vulnerable
to forced labor risks in supply chains.”

Brown has long been a leader in
strengthening trade enforcement, spe-
cifically to target how China uses South-
east Asian countries like Vietnam to
subvert trade rules meant to level the
playing field for Ohio workers. His Lev-
eling the Playing Field 2.0 Act would
establish new tools to improve the ef-
fectiveness of the U.S. trade remedy
system in responding to “country hop-
ping” by China. In August 2023, the
Commerce Department issued a final
determination uncovering that Chinese
solar panel producers — operating in
Southeast Asia, including in Vietnam —
are circumventing U.S. trade law meant
to protect American businesses and
workers by routing their products through

Please see /15
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BROWN WARNS ADMINISTRATION THAT
GRANTING VIETNAM MARKET ECONOMY

From Page 14

these countries. In recent years, Brown
has pushed to protect Ohio workers from
unfair trade practices in Vietnam in in-
dustries from tires to mattresses.

Senator Brown was joined in send-

ing the letter by Sens. Elizabeth Warren

(D-MA), Tammy Baldwin (D-WI.), Bob

Casey (D-PA), Debbie Stabenow (D-MI),

Bernie Sanders (I-VT), John Fetterman

(D-PA), and Tina Smith (D-MN).
Please see Next Issue

Analysis: Can Palestine become a full
member of the United Nations?

From Page 10
cannot grant full membership.

Today, Palestine has the name as an
observer state, not a member, a status
granted by the United Nations General
Assembly in 2012.

The Security Council is one of the
top five bodies of the United Nations. It
has 15 members, including five permanent
members, which are responsible for
ensuring international peace and secu-
rity and recommending new members to
the General Assembly. Its powers include
the establishment of peacekeeping op-
erations, international sanctions, and
authorization of military action under the
auspices of the United Nations, known
as the “Peacekeepers.”

The Security Council is the only
body of the United Nations that has the
authority to issue decisions on which
countries to enforce. However, if any
decision can be made, it can only be done
by a unanimous vote without any objec-
tion from any permanent member. The
five permanent members are the United
States, Britain, France, Russia and
China. “Resolutions” adopted by the
United Nations Security Council.

Palestine grapes another opportu-
nity for full UN membership amid full-
scale war in Gaza.

Efforts to apply for full Palestinian
UN membership come at a time when
the war between Israel and Hamas-Pal-
estine in the Gaza Strip has dragged on
for more than seven months. In the UN
General Assembly elections, both Israel
and the United States voted against. Is-
rael, meanwhile, is still considered a life
and dead ally by the United States for its
geopolitical and military interests in the
Middle East.

The war in the Gaza is an Israeli
war of revenge because Hamas took
refuge in the Gaza, which fired about
500 rockets into Israeli territory on Oc-
tober 7, 2023. Hamas acts like this have
led the United States to commit acts of
terrorism that have killed more than 1,200
Israelis.

However, the Israeli-Gaza war in
Gaza has been almost completely over,
but Israel is planning to root out and

dismantle the Hamas stronghold, which
Israel calls a “terrorist force” under the
banner of territorial defense of Palestine.

As Israel has almost completely
dismantled Hamas, Palestinian Mahmoud
Rida Abbas has stated that Hamas is not
part of the Palestinian National Armed
Forces. The Palestinian president appar-
ently wants to tell the world that the
group's presence in Gaza is illegal. But
the group is said to have received arms
supplies and Iranian-backed funding.

Thus, the United States decided to
vote against the majority vote of the
countries that support the application for
membership of the Palestinian Territories
in the election of the United Nations
General Assembly on May 10.

However, the fate of Palestine, which
wants to become a member of the
United Nations, will have to go through
the will of the United States at the UN
Security Council meeting again.

Can Palestine become a member of
the United Nations?

In the next few days, it is expected
that the UN Security Council will convene
again at the request of any member of
the Security Council, following the rec-
ommendations of the election results of
the case. The Palestinian Authority received
overwhelming support from 143 of the
193 UN member states on Friday. How-
ever, the fate of Palestine is, of course,
entirely dependent on the United States.

In principle, the elections of the
members of the UN Security Council are
of three types, as in the case of the
United Nations General Assembly: there
are pro-votes, vote of abstention vote and
opposition vote.

In these three types of votes, the
weighted votes consist of a vote for and
a vote against or objection. The absten-
tion vote has no weight. Abstentions are
considered as an expression of their
willingness to prove their presence at the
meeting, and they do not want to be
involved. That means they want to stand
in the middle.

In the elections at the UN General
Please see /19
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Open for enrollment.

Persons with disability and chronic illnesses

at no cost to patients.

We provide an individual care plan developed by

a registered nurse and case manager.

Service plan includes medication management,
personal care service at home, a Nurse and
Case Manager monitoring ongoing needs.

Patient must have Masshealth Standard to qualify.

We accept United, Senior Whole Health, Fallon
and Commonwealth Care Alliance.
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Attorney Francisco J. Rosa Attorney Andrew ‘Bunna’ Taing
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Concentrated in ’E«’S’]Ljﬂ%’lﬁfgﬁ%
Auto Accident INERAIBWRHUIIAS
Personal Injury MIMIYAIEIUES

Real Estate Closing MIMATNPENS

Immigration HIQIIiiA8
Divorces mitruine
Child Custody mIfpupRisIRnas
Bankruptcy AJWGES
Main Office / Mailing Address Revere Office

1550 Middlesex Street 385 Broadway, Suite 305

Lowell, MA 01851 Revere, MA 02151

978-458-0934 - at@rosataing.com
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Lowell Regional Transit mmmﬁﬁﬁgggﬁhmﬁﬁué g1
Authority (LRTA) {10y (LRTA)

Disadvantaged Business
Enterprise (DBE) Goals

For Federal Transit Adminis-
tration (FTA) Assisted Activities

Federal Fiscal Years 2025-
2027

In accordance with FTA
Regulations, LRTA has estab-
lished goals for participation by
certified Disadvantaged Business
Enterprise (DBE) firms of the
Authority’s federally assisted
transit projects and procure-
ments anticipated for Federal
Fiscal Years 2025-2027

LRTA recommends an overall
DBE goal 0f4.61% for Federal
Fiscal Years 2025-2027. A de-
scription and information on the
methodology used to establish
the LRTA’s FFY 2025-2027
DBE goal is available at www.
Irta.com and will be available
for inspection for thirty (30)
days following this publication
at the LRTA Administrative Of-
fice, 115 Thorndike Street, 3rd
Floor, Lowell MA 01852 during
normal business working hours
8:00 AM — 4:00 PM.

Comments regarding the
goal and the methodology used
for developing the same will be
accepted for Forty-five (45) days
from June 17,2024. Comments
may be emailed to justin.how-
ard@lrta.com or addressed to
the LRTA at the above address.

Comments may also be directed
to the FTA Civil Rights Officer
at Federal Transit Administra-
tion, 55 Broadway, Suite 920,
Cambridge, MA 02142.

)
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From Page 03
woman protest against the continued

infilling of Phnom Penh’s lakes, the re-
sultant evictions and increased flood risk
posed to the city. But her march never
happened. She was bundled into a police
car before she could begin.

Trial begins for Mother Nature Cambodia
activists on conspiracy charge

history will prosecute you all,” he said.

Chandaravuth had already spent five
months in prison after being arrested on
June 16,2021, while taking water samples
at Tonle Sap River in Phnom Penh. Fol-

Supporters gathered to bid Long Kunthea and other Mother Nature Cambodia activists farewell
before the environmentalists’ trial began on May 29, 2024. Image by Gerald Flynn / Mongabay.

Kunthea, Thun Ratha and Keoreaks-
mey were all arrested on Sept. 3, 2020,
and held in pretrial detention until May
5,2021, when they were sentenced to 18
months each in prison. Kunthea and
Keoreaksmey were confined to a women’s
prison in Phnom Penh before they were
released on bail in November 2021.

“We hope you all stay strong and
continue to work for the cause of protect-
ing natural resources in Cambodia,”
Kunthea said before entering the court.

Ly Chandaravuth, a former law
student turned activist, said he had no
regrets for his activism and that it was
done for the people of Cambodia.

“We want to see our people live with
dignity. We want to see people own a
house without worrying about eviction.
We want people to own land unafraid
that someone will violate their ownership.
We want to see them have forests without
worrying that someone will destroy it for
their own interest,” he said. “We want to
see people live equally as humans, as
Khmer citizens.”

Protection of Cambodian citizens
and their rights, he said, ought to be more
of a priority for the government than
protecting loggers, tycoons and the wealthy
elite.

“I want to send a message to the
court that even though today you may
prosecute me, in the future, I believe that

lowing his release he returned to envi-
ronmental activism. He appeared in
Mother Nature Cambodia’s latest video,
published on May 16, 2024, highlighting
the toxic pollution of a river in the north-
western province of Battambang that was
linked to a nearby factory. At the time
of writing, the video has been viewed
more than 55,000 times.

Ouch Pichsamnang, a veteran activ-
ist not associated with Mother Nature
Cambodia, appeared in support of the
young environmentalists, saying the
trial reflects the suffering in Cambodia.

“Journalists and international jour-
nalists, please know that the government
does not follow the Constitution,” he
said. “Anyone who follows the Paris
Peace Agreements or the law has been
arrested.”

Mother Nature Cambodia was the
recipient of the Right Livelihood Award
in 2023 for its continued activism in the
face of adversity. A short documentary
was recently released on the impact that
their time in prison — as well as their
likely return to it — was having on the
lives of the activists.

Banner image: Thun Ratha turns and
waves to his wife and child as he enters
the court to face conspiracy charges for
his environmental activism. Image by
Gerald Flynn / Mongabay.
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Analysis: Can Palestine become a full
member of the United Nations?

From Page 15

Assembly on May 10, 25 countries ab-
stained.

According to Chapter 5 of the UN
Charter on the Right to Vote or Opposi-
tion, all 15 members of the UN Security
Council, including the five permanent
members, are required.

Opposition elections were held in
the United States, Britain, France, Russia
and China. If any of these five countries
vote against, it is a block to the resolution
or decision of this most powerful Secu-
rity Council body. Russia, for example,
voted against demanding the withdraw-
al of Russian troops from Ukraine is ef-
fective, even if China abstains.

Russia's opposition vote or veto has
led to a complete blockade of a UN
resolution calling for an end to the war
in Ukraine. As for China's abstention, it
is said that Beijing has shown its willing-
ness not to weigh Russia on Ukraine's
aggression.

After all, it is said that the fate of
Palestine is in the hands of the United
States. In this case, if the United States
objects, Palestine will not be able to

become a full member of the United
Nations. But if the United States abstains,
it will pave the way for another election
at the UN General Assembly.

According to the election principle,
a majority vote is required for a major-
ity vote, with nine or more votes required
to have sufficient weight of support. But
if there is any veto from the permanent
member, it blocks the decision com-
pletely.

For example, the forthcoming Se-
curity Council resolution, if abstention,
including the United States, will not be
able to block the case of the Palestinian
Authority. In other words, unless a per-
manent member votes against, not even
the United States, the Palestinian pro-
posal can be blocked.

But in all cases, both at the UN
General Assembly and at the Security
Council, it is rare that an abstention vote
outweighs the vote. Therefore, the Pal-
estinian Authority's application for full
membership in the United Nations is in
the hands of the United States or any
permanent country if they veto or oppose.
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Building Communities
Changing Lives

Community Teamwork
Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, 6/26/24, 6:30pm

2nd Floor Board Room

155 Merrimack St.,

PUBLIC WELCOME

l'o participate, RSVP:

sruas(@commteam.org
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Ly Chandaravuth looks back as he and fellow Mother Nature Cambodia activists enter the court on
May 29, 2024 to stand trial on conspiracy charges. Image by Gerald Flynn / Mongabay.
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the Northern Middlesex
Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO)
will be held on June
26, 2024 at 2:00 PM.
NMMPO meetings are
held virtually via Zoom
and in person at 672 Suf-
folk Street, Suite 100,
Lowell, MA. The full
agenda and information
about the meeting will be
posted at www.nmcog.org/
calendar. The NMMPO
provides reasonable
accommodations and/
or language assistance
free of charge upon re-
quest (including but not
limited to interpreters in
American Sign Language
and languages other than
English, open or closed
captioning for videos,
assistive listening devices
and alternate material
formats), as available.
For assistance, please
contact Lesley Shahbazian
at (978) 454-8021 or at
Ishahbazian@nmcog.org.
Requests should be made
for services requiring

accommodations.
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n Khmer Krom People Do Not Have

Freedom Under Vietnamese Rule

From Page 11

dian government has never sent a message
to the Vietnamese government to protect
the interests and never "defend the rights
and freedoms of the Khmer Krom.”

Meanwhile, the websites of Cam-
bodian leaders, including Mr. Hun Sen,
did not react to the case of Vietnam vio-
lating the rights of the Khmer Krom. Mr.
Oum Sam An of CNRP said this is because
Cambodian leaders owe gratitude to
Vietnam. "Hun Sen's government, as well

United States on April 1, 2024: “Disap-
pointed by Vietnamese action in arresting
human rights activists and defrocked
Khmer Krom monks who were advocates
for freedom of religion and convicted
five people since January 2024. The ter-
ritory of Kampuchea Krom was signed
by the French colonial government to be
handed over to the Vietnamese govern-
ment from June 4, 1949, which the Khmer
Krom considered illegal, the territory of
the Khmer Krom in 21 provinces as of

am

as Hun Manet's government, does not
dare oppose the Vietnamese government
even though Vietnam dug canals along
the border, it did not dare to stop Vietnam.
It further destroys our territorial integ-
rity, and the next day it will not only lose
territory along the border, as Vietnamese
flows in more and more, it loses terri-
tory like Kampuchea Krom and Champa.”

However, the Vietnamese authorities
'actions against the Khmer Krom, despite
the Khmer leaders' silence, have been
observed by the international commu-
nity, including the United States, demand-
ing that Vietnam respect the Khmer Krom
faith as mentioned in a statement by the

tonsintmisanuiminhiesRame Shigimy

2024. The territory of Kampuchea Krom
has been under Vietnamese control for
75 years.

On June 1 and 2, the Khmer Kam-
puchea Krom Federation branches in
Australia, South Korea, France, Italy,
Canada and the United States also cel-
ebrated the event. In the United States a
groundbreaking ceremony will be held
in San Jose, California. The Khmer
Kampuchea Krom Association in Cam-
bodia held this ceremony at Wat Samaki
Rainsy called Wat Khmer Kampuchea
Krom in Phnom Penh.
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PHYSICAL THERAPY
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Eastern Physicial Therapy
851 Middlesex Street, Suite 1 Lowell, MA 01851
Phone: 978-677-6333 Fax: 978-677-6982
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Have Aches & Pain?
We Can Help.

@ Injuries from Auto

Accident
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