waRwe Free Copies
? f G (U Emnl:;i_h|nur;lulst-tus-:|-.g:gnmil .com
WA, MenposiuEg, com

VUM

KhmerPost USA

Vol 15, ssue 364, July 19, 2024 | Direct: 978-656-5141 Lowell - Lynn - Revera - MA = Providence - Cranston - Rl

inglaamuinlumgan:
[PUpRgB A Smwis [
Mgy ?

lntss s i
e wrssaongth - §us: wmstuifaamy

o L o 3
ina § ¢ msuatinmeasAgisiipierggni 8i
Agth Shmsguthyunsdasiannurjepirsiigé o9 ie
AR YSINIHAE GG AYgthIs]

nigl¢Nidoe
Is Vietnam Gearing Up For

Geopolitical Control of
Southeast Asian Nations?

By Soben Ung
Phnom Penh, Cambodia — Vietnamese President To Lam
recently visited Laos and Cambodia, and met with the Laotian
Party Leader on July 11, prior to arriving in Cambodia on July 39
12. The President had meetings with Cambodia’s King Norodom  Vietnamese President Meets Cambodian People's Party President Hun
Please see /09 Sen in Phnom Penh, July 12, 2024
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Cambodia Jailed Ten Mother Nature
Activists for “Plotting Against the State”

Please see /05

Yim Leanghy Ly Chandaravuth  Thun Ratha
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Cambodia Jailed Ten Mother Nature
Activists for “Plotting Against the State”

From Page 14
By Soben Ung

July 2nd — Phnom Penh Court
convicted ten environmental activists
from an award-winning, youth led
environmental group Mother Nature
Cambodia for “plotting” and “insulting
the King”. They were sentenced six to
eight years in prison. Amnesty Inter-
national’s Deputy Regional Director
for Research, Montse Ferrer said,
“Today’s decision is another crushing
blow to Cambodia’s civil society.
Mother Nature Cambodia is a renowned
activist group that has brought attention
to environmental degradation fueled
by long-standing corruption in the
country. Instead of listening to young
leaders at the forefront of the environ-
mental movement, the Cambodian
government has chosen to jail those
that dare to speak out.”

.I

After the court verdict, Chandaravuth, Ratha, Keoraksmey, and Kunthea joined
by supporters outside of the courthouse in Phniom Penh.

Mother Nature Cambodia is a
well-known youth-led group, found by
Spanish national Alegandro Gonzalez-
Davidson, who also was tried in ab-
sentia since he was banned from enter-
ing the country. Alegandro, Sun Rath,
and Yim Leanghy were sentenced eight
years in prison with 10,000,000 riels
fine which equal to $2,500 for “plotting
against the state” and “insulting the
King”

Seven others convicted for “plot-
ting against the state” were sentenced
to six years in prison including Ly
Chandaravuth, Thun Ratha, Long
Kunthea, Phuon Keoraksmey, Binh
Piseth, Rai Raksa and Pork Khoeuy.
The charges were based on the group’s
peaceful environmental activism from
2012 to 2021.

Four of those convicted: Chanda-
ravuth, Ratha, Keoraksmey, and Kunthea

attended the hearing and were vio-
lently arrested by the authorities dressed
in both uniform and civil clothes im-
mediately after the verdict. They were
joined with supporters outside the
courtroom and wearing white clothes
and white headbands that said “Justice”.
White clothes signify mourning for the
death ‘of the justice system’. It was
reported that a group of at least 50
police rapidly swarmed them, vio-
lently dragging and shoving them into
waiting cars. At least two of them were
dragged by their necks.

The Cambodian Center for Human
Rights (LICADO) released a statement
condemning the conviction and the
arrest on July 2nd stating it was “a
shame for our nation. Silencing envi-
ronmental defenders and characterizing
their peaceful advocacy as a threat to
the state is a mockery of justice.”

It is unclear how Leanghy was
arrested. He did not attend the hearing
that day. He also was transferred to
prison.

All five activists are scattered to
five different prisons across the country.

Leanghy, Kampong Speu; Thun
Ratha, Correctional Center 3 in Tbong
Khmum; Daravuth, Kandal; Keoraks-
mey, Pursat provincial prison and
Kunthea, Preah Vihear.

“This unprecedented move, so
transparently aimed at breaking the
spirits of the activists, also places a
heavy burden on their families who
will have to travel hundreds of kilome-
ters to visit their loved ones or provide
essential materials in under-resourced
prisons...the detention of all five activ-
ists across the country is a violation of
international standards on the humane
treatment of prisoners,” wrote LICADO.

The trial of the ten Mother Nature
activists began from May 29 to June
2024. On June 5, five Mother Nature
activists staged protest outside of the
courthouse, dressed in white and some
held flowers. They refused to enter the
courtroom because the authorities did
not allow some media and supporters
to attend the public hearing. The hear-
ing proceeded anyway without any of
the charged activists present.

Several members of the Mother
Nature group were charged in 2021
after they documented a waste discharged
into the Tonle Sap River, near the
Royal Palace. Sun Ratha, Leanghy and
Chandaravuth were arbitrary detained
for five months under the same charg-
es, according to an Amnesty report.
Thun Ratha, Kunthea and Keoraksmey
also were arrested in September 2020

Please see /21
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Europe July 12, 2024

French politicians of all walks of
life rallied on June 30, when President
Macron promptly announced that he
&quot;dissolved the parliament&quot;
at a time when his party was collapsing.

Popularity in line with a formidable
opposition party is gaining popularity in
the run-up to the 2024 EU elections.

I am an immigrant from Cambodia,
granted a French citizenship and thought,
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&quot;I can escape racism from other
races, but a lot of votes made Front
National become the star of French
politics once again.&quot; First, when |
consider what the Front National is?
Where are you from?

What are you planning to do? Only
then I realize that the plague could come
again in the forgotten life of this Cam-

bodian immigrant family in France.

The Front National politicians, known
as the far-right extremists led by Le Pen
(father), had a history of hating other
ethnic groups who came to live on French
soil. Only during the 1980s, and that
dimenion did not increase much 30 years
later. In the Le Pen (daughter) generation,
the dimension was not different, not to
worry about immigrants like me, because
the group could not become the
country&#39;s political leader.

Suddenly, in 2024, the Front Na-
tional group has increased its popularity
to 34%, the number one French politician
entering the European Parliament. Why?
Because of the change of new president,
the young Jordan Badela was able to
attract new members. Both make a retire-
ment law that raises the retirement age
from 62 to 64, which further inflames
the anger of voters to turn to any party,
which is a punishment that falls on Ma-
cron.

The results of the first round of
parliamentary elections went to Na-
tional Front Party as the first group, the
second group went to the left, the com-
munist group, the socialist group, and
the leftist group, which had a history of
brutality and bitterness in Cambodia, and
the left group. Or the center-right falls
to the third, which is the new tragedy of
the immigrants that going down the
water face crocodile, going up the shore
face the tiger&quot;, where do we go to
be happy?

When they hear the triumph of their

Please see /10
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Floods in Phnom Penh
Remain a Problem

By Heng Ly

Floods and sewage water in Phnom
Penh remain a chronic problem that
disrupts people's livelihoods when it
rains, despite the government's claim
to have set up a drainage system and
promised to avoid flooding for years.
This problem makes the people living
in Phnom Penh lose faith in the prom-
ises of the government and the effec-
tiveness of the work of the relevant
ministries, which dig the roads and

——

install sewage every year.

But Phnom Penh gets flooded by
rain water although Phnom Penh is
located near the river and the govern-
ment has received foreign aid for mil-
lions to restore the sewer system for
years, but floods continue to flood roads
and people's houses in Sangkat Phsar
Thmei I, Khan Daun Penh every time
by rains.

Ms. Sun Raksmey told VOD on
July 5 that when it rains, the area is
often inundated with sewage water and
flood people's homes, causing prop-
erty damage and skin diseases. She said
that now traveling on the road is even
more difficult because we cannot see
the pit holes, it is dangerous.

"When the floodwaters are high,
we cannot see the road, we do not see,
we do not know where there are pits,
many pits unfilled, so some places
cannot be seen when we ride motorbike,
it's dangerous.”

When floods come, it is dangerous
for traveling. A resident of Sangkat

Teuk Thla, Khan Sen Sok, Mr. Thorn
said that although the sky has stopped
raining, water still flow in the area
where he lives because lack of standard
drainage system and improper storage
of garbage, causing the sewer blockage.
He said that rain has damaged household
items such as tables, cabinets and mo-
torcycles when it stays in water for a
long time. It affects some properties
such as motorcycles. If you ride Dream
Honda motorbike, it cannot cross the
flood. A flood damaged our motorcycle,
the engine crashed. We cannot leave
cabinets and tables on the floor because
flooding can damage it.

On July 3, heavy rain caused flood
to some areas in Phnom Penh like Toul
Kork, Tuol Sangke, Russey Keo, Teuk
Thla, and around Doeum Kor market,
where the water level reached half a
meter. Stone barriers splitting the road
in flood caused damage to travelers’
motorbikes. Residents used sandbags
to prevent water from flowing into their
houses even after two days of rain.

Phnom Penh Governor Khuong
Sreng said briefly that he has been busy
solving the problem, “I am in a hurry
to solve the problem for the people. I
thank you very much, nephew! Accord-
ing to the broadcast of the National
Television on July 4, it said that the
Phnom Penh Municipality, the Depart-
ment of Public Works and Transport is
preparing to install a large sewer system.
Width of sewage is from one and a half
meters to two and a half meters wide
to relieve flooding in Phnom Penh. In
addition, improve flood water pumping
stations to avoid flooding on the roads
in some areas where the water has not
yet receded, such as in Russey Keo
district.

Currently, the Phnom Penh Mu-
nicipal Administration and the Japan
International Cooperation Agency
(JICA) are working together to study
the feasibility of implementing flood
prevention and control projects, the
fifth phase improve the canal system
covering the southwest of Phnom Penh.

Several lakes and canals in the
areas were flooded, four Japanese
projects at a total cost of more than 110

Please see /14
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Is Vietnam Gearing Up For Geopolitical
Control of Southeast Asian Nations?

From Front Page

Sihamuni, Cambodia’s ruling party
(CPP) President Hun Sen, Cambodian
National Assembly Khuon Sudary, and
Vietnamese associations in Cambodia.

After Hun Sen ousted the opposi-
tion party (CNRP) ahead of the gen-
eral election in 2018, he cleared the
way for the ruling party (CPP) to take
full control of Cambodia. Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen then had his son Hun
Manet appointed by the party to be

L &
s |

S 1

Vietnamese President Meets Cambodian l;eaple'é P

President Hun Sen in Phnom Penh, July 12, 2024
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prime minister in 2023, violating the
Cambodian constitution in which a
prime minister must previously serve
as a member of parliament prior to
becoming a prime minister. The election
for the position ignored other party
members with more seniority.

Earlier this year, Cambodia’s one-
party state held a Senate election on
February 25. Hun Sen maintains a tight
grip on the country by inserting himself
back in power as Senate President.

Vietnam is a communist country
without opposition since it took over
the South in 1975. Vietnam helped
created Cambodia People’s Party in
1979 after the invasion of Cambodia
that ironically put an end to Pol Pot
era. However, the war between Hun
Sen who was backed by Vietnam’s
military and Cambodian nationalists
went on for 10 years until the Paris
Peace Accord Agreement in 1991. At
the time, the whole world condemned
Vietnam for the invasion and put sanc-
tion on its economy. Vietnam agreed
to withdraw its troops only after the
fall of the Soviet Union because it no
longer had money and supplies to fund
the war.

Watching Vietnamese flags flying
high in Cambodia, the Cambodian
citizens are scared of another invasion
but have yet to understand what is hap-
pening in their own country.

Vietnam left behind an iron fist
with Hun Sen and his communist po-
litburo, who participated in Cambodia’s
first free and fair election in 1993,
supervised by the United Nations. It
wasn’t long until Hun Sen got rid of
all his opponent democrats, Prince
Norodom Ranarith and Sam Rainsy.
Three decades later, Cambodia is now
at the hands of Hun Sen and his
friendly ally, the Communist Party of
Vietnam.

The President of Vietnam’s Com-
munist Party, To Lam, is one of many
frequent Vietnamese ministers visiting
Cambodia lately after the dissolution
of the opposition party. Being the only
ruling party in Cambodia and having
“owed its birth” to Vietnam, the Cam-
bodian puppet government has erected
a Cambodia-Vietnam friendship
monument in every province through-
out the country.

The Vietnamese President’s recent
visits involved asking Cambodian
People Party President Hun Sen to gear
up the legislative ties between the
countries. They signed an agreement
in November 2022, and organized the
first Cambodia — Laos — Vietnam (CLV)
Parliamentary Summit in December
2023.

With these meetings, Vietnam has
orchestrated what they referred as
“inter-parliamentary forums like the
ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly
(AIPA), the Inter-Parliamentary Union
(IPU), and the Asia-Pacific Parliamen-
tary Forum (APPF),” according to the
Vietnamese state newspaper. However,
the model framework of their inter
parliamentary forums function more
like the Eurasian Economic Union
where Russia controls all its neighbor-
ing countries. In another word, Vietnam
has created a mini Soviet Union in
Southeast Asia and the world does not
know it. Despite their messages of
“friendship and collaboration,” by us-
ing the inter-parliamentary assemblies,

Please see /13
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Immigrants In The Hands of Politicians

From Page 07
victory over sending Jordan to Martin-

hong, or three years later they send each
other to the Palace of Elizabeth ... finished
French immigrants like me, I have no
way to prevent jordan from becoming
prime minister! But a new event has
taken place: left-wing and left-wing
extremists are also afraid to see the Front
National goes to Martinhong.

Therefore, a new way to prevent the
National Front from winning an absolute
majority (50%) in the National Assembly,
the left and center must meet to negotiate.
French election law says that any candi-
date who gets more than 12.5% of the
vote can advance to the second round,
so not just two of the finalists will face
each other in the second round,

sometimes there is a contest. There
are also 3 (triangles) in some areas, there
are also 4 candidates competing in the
second round ...

The result of this negotiation was
that they did not negotiate with the Front
National party,but in the triangle, the left
and center candidates did not compete,
one candidate had to withdraw, leaving
the other candidate to compete with the

Front National party, and in the case of
the Triangle there are up to more than
300 areas. The plan is thought to have
prevented the Front National party from
winning more than 50% of the vote. It
was unpredicted that French citizents are
also worry about Front National party
rather than mad at Macron. And 67% of
the people went to the polls to vote for
the left, the second, the center of the
government, while the Front National
fell to third, with no team winning 50%.

So, the Front National was disap-
pointed and remorse for not prepare to
join the government as planned. Lessons
learnt? I can’t only believe in luck! I fear
that &quot;two vicious groups can en-
danger immigrants like me who came to
take refuge in France,&quot; so every
citizen must consider their fate and fam-
ily &quot;which group should win? In
each election » Your destiny rests on one
of your votes.

You will know, &quot;when to be
afraid and what to do?&quot; Or &quot;when
they are happy because you have won
what you have wished for&quot; no more
&quot;luck&quot; to decide our fate.
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2024 LOWELL FOLK FESTIVAL ANNOUNCES
FULL PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE
Music, Food, and Crafts from Around the World
Showcased Throughout Lowell, MA July 26-28
Complete Festival Schedule Here

By Khmer Post USA

2024 Lowell Folk Festival is set
for a three days festival from July
26-28. It will kick off at 6:15pm on
Friday July 26th with the traditional
Parade of Flags carried by local citi-
zens who hail from around the world.
This year Jorge Arce Comparsa Boricua
will lead the Parade through the streets
of downtown Lowell, MA to the
opening ceremony at Boarding House
Park.

Over three days weekend, the
37th edition of the Festival will pres-
ent more than 20 world-class artists
performing music and dance traditions
that range from Korea to Louisiana,
on stages throughout Lowell. More
information, including a complete
schedule of performances, activities,
crafts, and food stands representing
cuisines from around the world, is
available at lowellfolkfestival.org.

"This year the Festival is excited
to announce its new street performance
location at the corner of Central and
Merrimack Streets," said Festival
Director Lee Viliesis. "There will be
an expanded schedule of perfor-
mances that will bring new vitality
to the furthest corners of downtown."

Saturday's street performers will
be San Simoén Caporales of New
England, who perform traditional
Bolivian dance, and StiggityStackz
Worldwide, Boston's acclaimed

freestyle dance troupe.

On Sunday, the corner of Mer-
rimack and Central Streets will be lit
up with performances by New Eng-
land's own Yo-Yo Guy, a past winner
of the International Yo-Yo Federation's
Grand Prix and holder of 4 Guinness
World Records, who performs his
high-energy comedy show; Veronica
Robles, director and founder of the
Veronica Robles Cultural Center in
East Boston, and her Mariachi Band;
and the Korean Performing Arts In-

stitute of Chicago's flying footwork,
brilliantly colored dress, joyful song,
dance and percussion.

In addition, the four festival
stages; Boarding House Park, Market
Street Stage, St. Anne's Churchyard,
and the Dance Pavilion, will feature
performances by world-class musi-
cians and dancers representing cultures
from around the world, and around
the corner.

The Lowell Folk Festival provides
unique experiences to hear Festival
artists from diverse cultural back-
grounds explore the connections,
similarities, and differences in their
musical journeys. These moderated
talk/demonstration sessions allow
festivalgoers a more intimate interac-
tion with the musicians.

On Saturday, the familial perform-
ers of Choro das 3, The Friel Sisters,
Please see /15
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Is Vietnam Gearing Up For Geopolitical
Control of Southeast Asian Nations?

From Page 09
Vietnam aims to control the rest of
Southeast Asia.

According to the Vietnamese State-
owned newspaper, Hun Sen and his
ally, the Communist Party of Vietnam,
will not only hold annual meetings
among the ministers of public security/
interior, and defenses of the three
countries, but they will do “joint exer-
cises in response to non-traditional
security challenges.” The three coun-
ties held the 1§t Annual Conference of
Ministers of Public Security and Home
Affairs in March 29, 2024 in Da Nang
city.

The two leaders agreed to reform
the education and communication in
Cambodia to bolster public acceptance
of “friendship, solidary, and compre-
hensive cooperation” with Vietnam.
The comprehensive cooperation here
means they first will have meetings
with parliamentary leaders, ministers
of public security and national defense
and foreign affairs, along with leaders
of some other ministries and sectors
not limited to business, education and
more.

On that front, President Lam gave
$20,000 to the Vietnamese non-profit
in Cambodia to build schools for Viet-
namese children in Cambodia. He also
asked the Cambodian People’s Party
President Hun Sen to create favorable
business conditions for the Vietnamese.
Currently, Vietnam already has nearly
half a million hectares from 55 land
concessions in Cambodia. Through
these land concessions, which had very
little to no benefit for the villagers,
corrupted governmental officials and
military personnel in Vietnam are
complicit in trafficking luxury timber
from Cambodia National Parks and
pocketed millions of dollars in bribes
from the smugglers, as reported by the
environmental investigation agency.

Vietnam established the Cambodia-
Laos-Vietnam (CLV-Triangle Area
Development) Agreement in 1999 which
involved 10 provinces and later increased
to 13 provinces between the three
countries and aimed to promote eco-
nomic connectivity along the border.

Under this development pretext, many
Cambodian experts have raised their
concerns that Cambodia will lose its
sovereignty. Many Cambodians think
it’s a small matter because the develop-
ment will be only in border provinces,
but little do they know that Vietnam
intends to have the Vietnamese people
live and work freely without visas,
trading that is controlled by Vietnam,
schools teaching Vietnamese language
and culture, and promoting friendship
with Vietnam throughout the entirety
of Cambodia and Laos.

Recently, Vietnam built a new
National Assembly Building in Cam-
bodia which cost $25 million and will
be opening soon, according to the
President of the Cambodian National
Assembly, Khuon Sudary. In Laos,
Vietnam also built a New National
Assembly building, parliamentary of-
fice, and several other buildings for
education and culture that cost nearly
$300 million. With this inter-parlia-
mentary forum, Cambodia has 17 mil-
lion people, Laos has 7.5 million
people, Vietnam has 98 million people.
When it comes to voting, it’s 1 Cam-
bodian to 5.7 Vietnamese. There will
be no power for Cambodia or Laos.

The friendship with Vietnam is
heavily protected by Hun Sen. Any
criticism will result in prison time. A
student, Thel Theland, who spoke against
the University of Phnom Penh for
implementing Vietnamese language,
was arrested and imprisoned for over
a year.

A Cambodian think tank in the US
said “with this inter-parliamentary
forum under guise of friendship and
cooperation, we will see everything
published in three languages, Cambo-
dian, Vietnamese, and Laos. Vietnam
claims it’s like IEU, (Inter-Parlimentary
Union) which similar to UN but the
members are the current member of
parliament and their budget is limited
and it is completely like an association.
This is worse than that. Here Vietnam
will have the control of everything from
education to business to culture and
politics. Cambodia and Laos lose their
sovereignty.”
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Floods in Phnom Penh Remain a Problem

From Page 08

million dollars is underway to prevent
flood in Phnom Penh. However, the
people in the capital Phnom Penh have
always criticized that the drainage
systems do not seem to have a good
plan and measurement accurately.

In regard with roads, sewers, side-
walks construction, the project coordi-
nator of the Cambodian Youth Network
(CYN) Mr. Ot Latin, said that the

i8S mﬁ]hm@ﬁa’tsismﬁmmmmmmnﬁmﬁmﬁﬁ

IS IS M UgNIS S UAMUEA
AnIBsjuim W anIn:gy
FRHSMIGAMNANNY BSMS
LﬁﬁLﬁfﬁatu: gméanGaINs
§09 maﬁmunanmmﬁsrﬂrm
ms:ﬂﬁﬁ[pngﬁjqpmsﬁ nums
GINMENWHAN GG INGUHATM
GhthiveuApagifaiansy
A wGANGFobnEinATU
muits:{Asghuians Apiin
Mt asngts g maG ot
WA GIB:gAMAING
gimsfisaiuiw GansFom
mﬁshmg&jéh[ﬁﬁtﬁsmgm
AInBU I uhhAmE YR
FINY G SAPWENSASINY
o tgfIfunh amugnegtelind
minfngislinuidrutnsiss
¢rig)n msEnig)andnieiainy
uGruaRNy IGEI  nstamsmI
ajsnapmingh me!- Gsgum
IR RgATMETAM MUY
th it mmsrg]hﬁhiﬁniﬁ
AW AT AugNIS cmingutn
mythifthAmywuamue;dnm
mmin8iennts muffg)h
fen gib09s mATMAIRA MU
T mielédidan

government is still limited in fulfilling
its commitment to prevent floods in
Phnom Penh, because the flooding

continues when it rains. He sees that
this problem is caused by a combination
of factors, including the proper storage
of garbage.

“I think the first important point
is to increase the arrangement of the
canal system in Phnom Penh by remov-
ing small sewers and replacing them
with big ones, especially the main
waterways. The second point, the
Royal Government through the Ministry
of Environment must work actively in
educating people to know how to prop-
erly dispose of garbage, and the third
point related to the garbage collection
company to see how to collect garbage
well and on time to release the water
when there is a flood and rain.”

Social media users say that when
rain comes, it floods. Land refill of
natural lakes is also a factor that caused
Phnom Penh to be flooded during De-
cember 2019, this is according to Sa-
makum Teang Tnort’s report revealing
the serious environmental and social
impacts caused by the development of
many satellite cities and towns.

Please see /17
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2024 LOWELL FOLK FESTIVAL ANNOUNCES
FULL PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE

From Page 12

and Eddie Pennington & Caleb Coots
will take part in a session titled All
in the Family. Soul-full Sounds of
Devotion brings together Yoni Battat,
High Fidelity, and Annie & The
Caldwell Singers, to demonstrate how
they weave sacred elements into their
music..

On Sunday, the festival will hold
Masters of Movement, a conversation
about dance traditions with interna-
tionally renowned Kathak dancer
Farah Yasmeen Shaikh, Native Pride
Dancers and Korean Performing Arts
Institute of Chicago. Joe Hall & the
Cane Cutters, Afro Dominicano,
Swanky Kitchen Band, and Cyril
Neville will take part in a session
titled Caribbean Crossroads: From
the Bayou to the Barrio and Jesse
Daniel, Lutchinha and Sugaray Ray-
ford will talk and sing songs about
love, loss, and trouble in a panel called
Songs for Good Times and Hard
Times.

"Annually, one of the highlights
of the Lowell Folk Festival has been
the dazzling array of food options for

hungry folk-arts lovers of all ages,"
said Viliesis. "The 'I'm only here for
the food' t-shirts were a big hit last
fall, everyone has a favorite food
group they come back for every year."

At Boarding House Park, the
Dance Pavilion and Market Street,
foods from around the world are
prepared and served by local non-
profits representing the diverse ethnic
cultures to be found in New England.
Cuisines representing Portuguese,
Brazilian, Greek, Polish, Asian,
Latin, African, Burmese and so many
other communities, promises a rich
and diverse culinary and cultural
experience.

Festival goers also have the op-
portunity to experience visual and
hand-craft arts at the Experience
Lowell Arts Market. It will feature
50 area artists, craft makers, and
organizations, enabling festival at-
tendees to experience everything that
Mill City's arts and culture commu-
nity has to offer.
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Home Care Agency
S IR )t
Group Adults Foster Care Program
ATl B FIERAIIINMItY
|44 Merrimack Street * Suite 404
Lowell, MA 01852 ¢ 617-783-7177

Open for enrollment.

Persons with disability and chronic illnesses
at no cost to patients.

We provide an individual care plan developed by
a registered nurse and case manager.

Service plan includes medication management,
personal care service at home, a Nurse and
Case Manager monitoring ongoing needs.

Patient must have Masshealth Standard to qualify.

We accept United, Senior Whole Health, Fallon
and Commonwealth Care Alliance.
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Floods in Phnom Penh Remain a Problem

From Page 14
Phnom Penh always faces flood

when rain comes. It happens when
development projects have started to
putting sand into natural lakes and
wetlands in Phnom Penh from 2003
until the Samakum Teang Tnort found
that 16 natural lakes have completely
wiped out and 10 out of 26 natural lakes
are being partially filled with lands.

ROSA & TAING

In Phnom Penh, since 1990, in the
last 5 years, the public has noticed that
the flooding situation has worsened
after Boeung Ta Mok or Boeung Kob
Srov, which is one of the largest natu-
ral water reservoirs in the capital filled
with lands. Leader of the Cambodian
People's Party, Mr. Hun Sen.Phnom
Penh gave the green light and permis-

LAW, LLC

Attorney Francisco J. Rosa
WIT {PNRAIAIA] TH. IAT

Concentrated in

Auto Accident
Personal Injury
Real Estate Closing
Immigration
Divorces
Child Custody
Bankruptcy

Attorney Andrew ‘Bunna’ Taing

|
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Main Office / Mailing Address
1550 Middlesex Street
Lowell, MA 01851

978-458-0934 - at@rosataing.com

Revere Office
385 Broadway, Suite 305
Revere, MA 02151
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BROWN WARNS ADMINISTRATION THAT

3 GRANTING VIETNAM MARKET ECONOMY

STATUS WOULD THREATEN OHIO WORKERS
& MANUFACTURERS, BOOST CHINA

Read the full letter here or below:
Dear Secretary Raimondo,

We write to express our significant
concerns with the Department of Com-
merce’s (Commerce) review of Vietnam’s
status as a nonmarket economy (NME)
under U.S. trade law. There is abundant
evidence suggesting that Vietnam does
not meet the legal requirements established
by Congress to receive market economy
status. We are especially concerned by
reports that Commerce pledged to the
government of Vietnam that your agen-
cy’s review will result in a favorable
determination, to the detriment of U.S.
industries and workers.[1] We urge Com-
merce to examine the full range of evidence
as it conducts its review and to consider
the impact on American jobs and produc-
ers in its final determination.

In October, pursuant to a request
from the government of Vietnam, Com-
merce announced the initiation of a
changed circumstances review (CCR) of
Vietnam’s NME status.[2] The Tariff Act
of 1930 establishes a six-factor test to
determine whether or not a country
qualifies as a nonmarket economy.[3]
Analysis by U.S. government agencies
and other official sources clearly shows
that Vietnam does not meet any of the
first five factors:

“The extent to which the currency
of the foreign country is convertible into
the currency of other countries”’[4]: Un-
like the U.S. Federal Reserve, Vietnam’s
central bank “is not an independent body”
and “continues to operate under govern-
ment oversight.”[5] The U.S. Treasury
Department recently added Vietnam back
to its “currency monitoring” watchlist
on the grounds that Vietnam meets two
of the three criteria for currency ma-
nipulation.[6] We understand that Treasury
continues to work with Vietnam to address
currency manipulation, but Commerce’s
review must not presuppose progress in
that arena.

“The extent to which wage rates in
the foreign country are determined by
free bargaining between labor and man-
agement”’[7]: The U.S. State Department
found severe deficiencies in Vietnam’s
labor law in its 2022 human rights review
of the country. State notes that “The
government did not effectively enforce

applicable laws providing for freedom
of association and collective bargain-
ing.”[8]

“The extent to which joint ventures
or other investments by firms of other
foreign countries are permitted in the
foreign country”[9]: Foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) in Vietnam is strictly controlled
by the government.[ 10] Moreover, foreign
investors must contend with “widespread
corruption, the entrenched position of
state-owned enterprises (SOEs) in certain
sectors, regulatory uncertainty in key
sectors, a weak and opaque legal regime,
poor enforcement of intellectual prop-
erty rights, a shortage of skilled labor,
restrictive labor practices, and slow
government decision-making processes.”[11]

“The extent of government owner-
ship or control of the means of produc-
tion”[12]: SOEs continue to dominate
the Vietnamese economy, particularly
“through their preferential position re-
garding access to credit and land.”[13]
The Vietnamese government “still has
widespread ownership ... in the manu-
facturing industries particularly with
regard to [the] textile and garment sector.
The country also retains strong state
ownership in sectors such as agriculture

.; finance; real estate and construction;
and wholesale and retail trade.”[14]

“The extent of government control
over the allocation of resources and over
the price and output decisions of enter-
prises”[15]: The Vietnamese government’s
outsize control of the banking sector
allows it to unfairly promote SOEs and
maintain extensive price controls.[16]
While Vietnamese law does not explic-
itly preference SOEs, “in practice, a state
enterprise that has higher operational
costs than its private competitors can
benefit from lower borrowing costs re-
sulting from government guarantees
extended by state-owned banks.”[17]

The sixth factor Commerce is required
to consider as part of its review is a
catch-all, giving Commerce the flexibil-
ity to consider “such other factors” as it
deems appropriate.[18] In identifying
additional issues to consider as part of
this factor, we urge Commerce to take
into account Vietnam’s close economic
relationship with China,[19] especially
as China and Vietnam actively seek to
further deepen their trade ties.[20] Viet-
nam’s manufacturing sector relies heav-
ily on inputs from China, making it

Please see /19
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BROWN WARNS ADMINISTRATION THAT
GRANTING VIETNAM MARKET ECONOMY

From Page 18

“vulnerable to forced labor risks in sup-
ply chains.”[21] Moreover, Commerce
itself has raised the alarm about China’s
use of Vietnam to circumvent U.S. anti-
dumping duties on Chinese-made prod-
ucts.[22] Vietnam currently has 25 anti-
dumping orders against it, with four more
investigations pending; these active and
pending orders range across industries,
from tires, mattresses, and paper shopping
bags to wind towers.[23] Granting Viet-
nam market economy status would impact
the outcome of all pending antidumping
investigations and could prevent Com-
merce from protecting domestic workers
and producers from market-distorting
practices.

Additionally, Commerce must con-
sider the severe labor issues in Vietnam
as part of the sixth factor. Reports indicate
child labor, forced labor, debt bondage,
and violations of other internationally
recognized labor standards remain
prevalent in Vietnam.[24] Nearly 80
percent of Vietnam’s labor force works
in the informal economy, with little or
no legal protections and no ability to
bargain for better wages and working
conditions.[25]

Commerce must conduct an object
and holistic review of Vietnam’s non-
market economy status based on data and

evidence, not politics. We understand
that the administration is seeking to in-
crease engagement in Southeast Asia,
including through the Indo-Pacific Eco-
nomic Framework (IPEF). However, such
engagement cannot come at the cost of
jobs and industries at home. Indeed,
[several of us] raised similar concerns
when the administration initially an-
nounced Vietnam’s involvement in IPEF.
[26]

Granting Vietnam market economy
status before it addresses its clear non-
market behavior and the severe deficien-
cies in its labor law will worsen ongoing
trade distortions, erode the U.S. manu-
facturing base, threaten American work-
ers and industries, and reinforce Vietnam’s
role as a conduit for goods produced in
China with forced labor. We urge you
and your agency to thoroughly consider
the economic and labor conditions in
Vietnam as you conduct your review of
Vietnam’s market economy status, and
believe the evidence points to one con-
clusion: Vietnam does not meet the re-
quirements to receive market economy
status under U.S. trade law. To find
otherwise would weaken our trade en-
forcement laws and jeopardize the live-
lihoods of American workers.

Sincerely,
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President To Lam (right) concluded his successful state visit to Cambodia on July 13. He was
given a warm send-off by several senior ministers and government officials. VNS
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Cambodia Jailed Ten Mother Nature
Activists for “Plotting Against the State”

From Page 05

on separate incitement charges for
peacefully demonstrating against the
in-filling of an urban lake. They were
jailed for more than 14 months.

Cambodian law against “insulting
the King” was introduced in 2018 and
it is unclear how the activists can be
insulting the King. Critics have warned
that the law is being used as a weapon
to silence dissent.

“The government has shown time
and time again that it will not tolerate
any dissent. This verdict is yet another
sign that Cambodia’s government has
no intention of protecting the right to
freedom of peaceful assembly. Cam-
bodian authorities must release all these
environmental defenders immediately
and unconditionally,” said, Montse
Ferrer of Amnesty International’s
Deputy Regional Director for Research.

Mother Nature Cambodia activism
has successfully brought attention to
sand dredging, lake-infilling and pol-
lution. The group’s creativity has drawn

people’s attention to the environmental
impacts in Cambodia. In 2023, the
group was awarded Right Livelihood
in Sweden.

According the group’s Facebook
account, it has amassed nearly half a
million followers. Its recent video
dated May 21 highlighted a Chinese
owned company dumping waste into a
river in the Sihanouk Province causing
high level of arsenic poison killing
fishes, farm animals, and causing can-
cers. Villagers reported that they got
sick from drinking the water.

A joint petition by Rainforest
Rescue, Stiftung Asienhaus and FTAN
calling on Prime Minister Hun Manet
to Release the six Mother Nature Cam-
bodia environmental activists immedi-
ately and unconditionally and drop all
charges and fines. The petition has
collected 101,734 signatures at the time
of this report.

Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO)
will be held on July
24, 2024 at 2:00 PM.
NMMPO meetings are
held virtually via Zoom
and in person at 672 Suf-
folk Street, Suite 100,
Lowell, MA. The full
agenda and information
about the meeting will be
posted at www.nmcog.org/
calendar. The NMMPO
provides reasonable
accommodations and/
or language assistance
free of charge upon re-
quest (including but not
limited to interpreters in
American Sign Language
and languages other than
English, open or closed
captioning for videos,
assistive listening devices
and alternate material
formats), as available.
For assistance, please
contact Lesley Shahbazian
at (978) 454-8021 or at
Ishahbazian@nmcog.org.
Requests should be made
for services requiring
accommodations.

(MPO) Sh{uTNEISIISTiGS
24 (2R[M [ 2024 13an
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tyitnmuity: Zoom SH
I utsl 672 Suffolk
Street, Suite 100, Low-
ell, MA 4 RUJUNEINMLEUE
ShOfvnsHNApLNiS: S
it SUN sisItmn A
Www.nmcog.org/calen-
dar 9 NMMPO BISimi
ARSI UBINGRU Sh/Y
NS WM NN WESARIG
mumitega) guniis
gSRANGGIM sHRURtUN
AN CUENENTYIA SHEM a0
iR DM ansdig e
SaNBIRMURGN yo's
UNUTEY aURINARNT
NS Shs[ERINSiY)
IOIRUMS . UIUNS W

v

(YUY Lesley Shah-
bazian tmyutfug (978)
454-8021 ymv Ishah-
bazian@nmcog.org
Ut FitnRit SIS
U UtURER U N BN
ntgannisl4




Page.22

e mye igsad is an

il QIBOME

KHMERPOST USA

) ny O\ UWwRUAYES!...

madsme gy i mitsiiy
112181 MARAINSIAUMSIF
ngs1mitiie ) ’
AURAYHSAINMIMARIMS
slurgawigmsngsime
ss{maIsig ARG
PR A AR U anmsm
ngMIANALT INNAGS T {pt
umsiFsnnuRGIRTEEm g
‘ﬁJhUJ’ AMAE (RIvM S
NgMMISHANM AT AENInT 1]
iumsigingmneginians
§Emin ag (pivmsIFingsAi
IS HN Qo
gIiUBSMUMSHYSUAIS
HISINUTANRG O TG [ ]
SmAapifinAyEs BamaAugn

NN

RN GS GTH U ANTURTUIES
tansSaipniiinnttsheiop
telngiA 2§ AU AggEn S ppunnm
IUATOAIA YISy
isigangmiliniesyms
FSMS.. T MILES ATAENSFin
(mSfIslgeimesithmanna
PG ag gt &g MU e
N WY AES I HATE fU” I8
ITMEMIUNATUIHY M
M

MIMA IR I IR YN S B
GHAADNGTDAnSHUIREN

igé be arum ansiedgs &
bobeisligé diedus sunyns
NIMGYMAGSS & SImSIFmi
ﬁﬁ:MmarLMﬁmmummm‘g]ﬁ
AR 8NZIMSMGMT OALH
UGBS GUUSUAIIIMILG
N AT N IS SHI N A G
HRnIARNS SayAR§g Gy
PUISTTIENEUIET NN R WL Ly
Ui MIMSUAaIF rthwss
stuAynsiHUpINSINGUMS
AMEN A IR S 16Tt
ondngwigsisivmm
Egmﬁ[}jiﬁ?ﬁtm ¢UMSISIg)
bob9 UUAYRIAMSGR{HN
afrsINMIc U inEIFgh
grganuinpin wwnEin g A

uA
"

f38 1 A U] Shinnm
CISMIN{G (imsuigsmudiidy
i niteIgmEmImemS
gom s rdnamuinuwminn
URSHYMITAOAT UL eIt
FUAES T AgNag Sangn
ini isg AppISHIUgsSmMeui
fergn & bobo Auemema
intstgiaie Ausimany
nweas§IGusInSamicnad
n;ufilng«?uﬁtﬁlm RRIAGHIMS
IRTUMARAYR 9€ 27
Gmﬁﬁgm[pmiaéhmqpmﬁ

AISTANISTIN UITN ST BeUm

ynd gssinmunsfisansthys
I¢th suiigmnnmyty st
yaasihdmu§is: igapo,m
rugine dichs mifigp poom!

mugnuuiIEMGwHFNaRn

e giin§ fuithgrgadgmis
figns{uthauigmnbn%ms
IGMIFHIM IR A U TS )
U gmnidigianminniijlLe Front
republicain AUjsinGia Andw
ifEsthandm ! sthdmmuuinna
H1ah mspuhyemaimmsiyau
'fﬁil[ﬁﬁ miign Garsiniind
§mr9‘f’i‘m BsmoupiAnnigy(§
msIg

UG 0§ FU AU BN SUM N ES pu
nnnfigh §9r0tg Nouveau Front
Populaire M8 187 #1#S:, GU{fiY
1N AT FU Ensemble pour la republique

M8 159 /Meys:, (puém dpuag
05 S W uFN S0 ¢ILR M8 142
HIFUS:, Lﬁﬁ[l‘%héwﬁtﬁjﬁlﬂﬁ
T8 9GBS M{AY ANMIANGG
fﬁmmsfﬁmmﬁ@'@mﬂﬁﬁms
27 811 39 meus:tie nwims
yamyw fHue s airging:
(0% s HIG (A% Nouveau
Front Populaire L‘ﬁi"fﬁ;ilt]“lgmLﬁH
I b rﬁﬁj{rrﬁﬁ':gﬁﬁmﬁj
IFumsauigamasgirumy
faFych '
LﬁmnnﬁgmrLﬁsmsg:ﬁ}mhﬁ

AW SNegINgHURgUYR

WAATm 1 A SNUAGE(E
ms fuipinniuhiyedinns
mﬁéhsgn;m:iﬁhﬁihm:mﬁ?m
Acnmsti 7

(P ssIMAAEINS A g s
g bood iiwndsnpainid
FURY N SH G{UM G UM A
N WY UAMISI LG HAT A S
MS{PES GUIS{RIMSIA
nfnsnimAiitemnagnipeii-

FFUN i Montse Ferrer S1MIfii
iAo i sHma At s ey
HEBIMN®H (Amnesty International)
8PN ISt hAmmums
umnmynwyiig)at gssn
GBS GIm mIRRAmyLs
U ANPU{AEIS SN adgM
yuiig)afduunmm ihdme
RYESIGARNMINIGFIaime
ﬁhmmﬁmm mms?m M
agthiatian:isagamms
U‘f'f}\ns”ﬁnﬁﬁkrs:mﬁgwé 811
ENWHSUHSAN”

FURYM NHY MITTmaythi
Ayt MSSIuAgiMIwAsy
¢ AmMALN I & el it
gNGMInyuth Samitnruuiags
MNIGIUSRIUAS{AEISIMS
mﬁmmm:mﬁﬁgq'ﬁmﬁrﬁﬁ}
{ehhsGim et mauians

Isighiuresungth1isigi bolbim
{BIS S § §rUTNS Right Live-
ihood isi{ie ro gt tee

rnamuannfigesinmeg
[MUWINSIS: MsSyAMUYIng
nﬂﬂS[tﬂﬁjUniﬁﬁjLnHwi’ﬁSﬁn
AgUISSIA ?tuﬁﬂﬂ maf
igébo fegrum msuinmA
{vyisEsytn M S EWUmARINNNS
pumnnthgtsimieap g
fH S thA N U BB A0
ki WPRRARTNS Sauy
wtmin 1 gRgHEmsnwminho
pAE AT IhwaniiRda

MAHIUATHY M Rainforest
Rescue HiM1i Stiftung Asienhaus
StHMIFANEMISIE L ANASILHA
ifu(§ dis ilann nlun
FUREN SUTANSHYMITMEYhA
A FARIIYwNANUHS 81
WS UES N I We A
Iumim ¢ume SaminSuw
FANHATT MAIS N S{UY
maueGgs 909aAmeE tsTine
G MInNIS:

KHMERPOST USA

ISSUE 364, JULY 19, 2024

Page.23

AN W AN AIgRIEST.

gipynwoiily viguiig:fims
g miSaanAgn{pihdin
miggip)egigedy] dnmaeivy
el wuiinnaiaysmen
I AIIE AR A PIMS
ghsnoh amimipsiaan
mmzsrejﬁﬁm C
ﬁﬁumﬁmmsmmnﬁam
MSHIMAM ﬁﬁmﬁnh[pnﬁsm

Samimavhsimaanifams
gegushniiuihfmuung
MeEnmG Ifwgamidyjoe
edgradimnulNmBBiusaiAT!S
rs*lrm*lmm gnn i A SANG]
IS‘I‘ﬁﬁLﬁjﬁ [HIMSINAHAMS
AS R i—i‘ﬁ‘ﬁ&i[}ngSﬁjIS PUHAY
MIMi0 §US AGFGUA FNA F
trssainm msiargfasinn
ﬁﬁ?mdeaTalkrsmmﬁmsaraﬁ
g muingiigdoatennin
ISstheniffitsnnngjigssd
8IS The Cambodia Dally 16 JRFA
Sh?GJﬁJIGJﬁLUmEUIﬁwJIﬁJhS

M8 gIMIN WM (B
ihAmuthngin tn e S s
grtgltiiut M gRuHbUINMuH
BRI AN TAMIGNIEAEA [ANA
eG11 Brusmgnm msigthait nes
SiarfugdmatgystsanifzeTe

IONA 852 ReNg HASIM

=3

Cambodia Daily {fiim S{fsHi{umi
RSIENA MR F e
Rmannsouds Tepmeiteuins
BSRMEANS AtnsigjATyRVOD
fgtmuniposmaimines

nﬁqﬁmi'j'i'ﬁ Q1§ 7
i NGHUmSs

I5 A
Lol Ui

PHYSICAL THERAPY

Eastern Physicial Therapy
851 Middlesex Street, Suite 1 Lowell, MA 01851
Phone: 978-677-6333 Fax: 978-677-6982

Have Aches & Pain?
We Can Help.
@ Injuries from Auto

Fall
Arthritis

Accident
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Khmer Post USA Tel: 978.677.7163 » Fax: 978.677.7092
Distribution Locations Include: Email: khmerpostusa@gmail.com
Households * Markets » Retail Businesses www.khmerpostusa.com
Restaurants = Office Buildings = Government Offices .
Chamber of Gommerce « Budahist Temple New Enclane Proce & Neresor hoetion
Laundromats * And Much More and Greater Merrimack Valley Convention and Visitors Bureau

Follow us
@KhmerPostUSA

Follow us > Subscribe
@KhmerPostUSA @KhmerPostUSA




