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Major County Sheriffs of America recognizes
Sheriff Peter Koutoujian as Sheriff of the Year

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Middle-
sex Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian has been
named the 2023 Sheriff of the Year by
the Major County Sheriffs of America
(MCSA).
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The award was presented to Sher-

iff Koutoujian during MCSA’s Winter

Conference in Washington, D.C. on Fri-
day, February 9, 2024.

MCSA'’s Sheriff of the Year award
is named after late Orange County (CA)
Sheriff — and former MCSA President —
Sandra Hutchens who passed away in
2021.

In bestowing the award, new
MCSA President — and Santa Barbara
County (CA) Sheriff — Bill Brown rec-
ognized Sheriff Koutoujian for his focus
on employee wellness, and the innova-
tive correctional programming he has
implemented for incarcerated military
veterans, emerging adults, those with
substance use disorders, and much
more.

President Brown also lauded Sher-
iff Koutoujian for his service as MCSA
President from February 2020 — Feb-
ruary 2022. During his tenure, Sheriff
Koutoujian worked with two presiden-
tial administrations, helped grow MCSA
membership by 15 percent while simul-
taneously increasing the diversity of the
membership, and led the organization’s
response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

“As a professional, there is no
greater honor than to be recognized by
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Digital Equity Plan” to bridge the digital divide

LOWELL — The Com-
monwealth of Massachu-
setts, through the Massa-
chusetts Broadband Institute
(MBI), awarded over $4.3

P

UMASS

LOWELL
Learning with Purpose

million in grants to advance
digital equity in Greater
Lowell and the wider Merri-
mack Valley. Digital Equity
is necessary for civic and
cultural participation, em-
ployment, lifelong learning,
and access to essential ser-
vices. The initiative funded
by these grants seeks to di-
rectly address these inequi-
ties in three key areas: infra-
structure for reliable internet
connections, device access
and use, and education and
digital literacy.

The University of Mas-
sachusetts Lowell (UMass
Lowell) received $4.0 mil-
lion as part of the Digital
Partnerships Program to
provide a range of services
in the Merrimack Valley, in-
cluding training in computer
and internet usage, device re-
furbishment and distribution,
neighborhood-scale  broad-
band connectivity targeted
toward affordable housing.

In addition, a coalition
of nine municipalities led by
the City of Lowell received
technical assistance funding
valued at over $300,000 to
develop the Greater Low-
ell Digital Equity Plan. This
assistance will be provided
by the Northern Middlesex
Council of Governments
(NMCOG) and the Metro-
politan Area Planning Coun-
cil (MAPC). It will build
upon UMass Lowell’s work,
identifying areas where that
work could be expanded, as
well as policy changes and
initiatives that municipalities
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“Lowell” a Cambodian town within USA

From Cover Page

Lowell, March 1, 2024

“Lowell” is a small town in the
northeastern part of the United States.
The city is gaining popularity in Cam-
bodia as more and more people come
to visit and live there. For more than
50 years, only a handful of Cambo-
dian Americans in the United States
have come to live together on this
town, forming a large community of
about 50,000 Cambodians.

Why is Lowell so popular?

Because those who have rela-
tives living in Lowell have described

enough social resources, have a job,
payment for medical treatment, etc.
Equally, if the citizen has the right to
live legally under American law. The
prime reason for people who take risk
to get out of Cambodia is to settle in
the United States.

The next cause is “Can its cul-
ture be used for living in a new area?”
People need to learn English to com-
municate, they rely on families who
have arrived earlier to support the new
arrival of immigrants to find tempo-
rary accommodation, there is train-
ing on how to live in a new place and
job preparation. This is what the local

[
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about better life here to the Cambodi-
an people. They also want to come to
adventure in the country again, to live
a better life ...
is always an obstacle, unable to tran-

but coming to America

sit. And still some people could make
their journey into America. This time
there is no more “refugees but immi-
grants”. The two words are different
in law because the situation is not the
same in Cambodia, first people get
out of Cambodia by force and second
people get out of Cambodia voluntari-
ly, but both cases come to the United
States to seek a better livelihood.
Lowell has a high capacity to sup-
port the general population to be able
to live decently, have a house, have

people have been proud of for a long
time because Lowell has a Khmer
market, a Khmer pagoda, a health
administration, or business. All Cam-
bodians work there as equals to na-
tive Americans or other nationalities
which make newcomers feel warm
and the environment is a real "Khmer
city" like in Cambodia. The difference
from Cambodia is that the law applied
here is a law of justice, equality, equal
freedom, equal rights, no one can vio-
late anyone, not even the national au-
thorities. “The United States is an im-
migrant country”. Some have tens of
thousands of dollars in savings, some

have dozens of homes for rent, some
Please see /15
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By Soben Ung

Lowell, MA — the Merrimack Val-
ley Food Bank (MVFB) has moved into
its newly renovated location at 1703 Mid-
dlesex Street in Lowell after operating out

lE _..-"--\."1.
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of a warehouse at Broadway Street for 29
years. Over the last three decades, MVFB
grew exponentially — adding five direct
service programs to serve populations
vulnerable to food insecurity and growing
its food distribution program to nearly 4
million pounds of food annually to serve
approximately 70,000 people each month.

The newly renovated building on
Middlesex Street represents a huge step

in the Food Bank’s growth. The space
was purchased in July of 2022 upon con-
tingency that the old warehouse will be
sold to the Boston Properties, a real estate
investment firm to build affordable hous-
ing units, a deal that finalized last sum-
mer. The Merrimack Valley Food Bank
new location, which formerly was indoor
sports complex is now a 25,000 square
foot warehouse is alsocomprised of a
lobby, prep kitchen, conference room, and
offices, a kind of working environment
that the old warehouse did not have such
accommodations. “Anyone who has had
a chance to visit our previous home will
understand the excitement our staff feels
walking into our brand-new home every
day!,” stated on the MVFB’s website.

Merrimack Valley Food Bank serves
32 cities and towns by providing direct
service programs and partnerships with
other hunger relief organizations.

“We really have an incredible team of
staff and board members who are so com-
mitted to our vision of fighting food in-
security. Their dedication and hard work,
and the hard work of the staff and board
over the course of the organization’s 33
year history, have made it possible for us
to be in this position where we can look
forward to expanding our services and
helping more people who are just trying
to feed their families. It’s really a special
time at MVFB,” said Executive Director
Debbie Callery.
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Healey-Driscoll Administration
Celebrates Transformative Child
Care Financial Assistance Rate
Changes 1n Western Mass

By Khmer Post USA | February
29,2024 English
WESTFIELD — Feb. 15,2024 — the
Healey-Driscoll administration celebrat-
ed the implementation of transformative
changes to how the state reimburses
early education and care providers who
accept state child care financial assistance,
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known as rates, during a round table
discussion at the Roots Learning Center
in Westfield. For the first time, the ad-
ministration is using the cost of provid-
ing care as a metric for setting rates and
is now making it so providers in regions
with similar incomes, populations, and
business costs receive similar reimburse-
ments from the state. Together these
changes have led to significant progress
on addressing long-standing inequities
in rate amounts by geographic region
and age group of children served — ensur-
ing that providers are being paid a fair
rate regardless of where they are located.

Starting February 1st, Western Mas-
sachusetts center-based child care provid-
ers started to receive a 34 percent increase
in rates for infant care (from $72.37 a
day per kid to $91.18), 14 percent increase
for toddler care (from $66.36 a day per
kid to $75.48) and 13 percent for preschool
care (from $45.82 a day per kid to $57.23).
Western Massachusetts has historically
had lower rate levels compared to other
regions relative to the cost of care. Through
the administration’s proposed changes,
which were approved by the Board of
Early Education and Care on January 10,
2024, this region now has the same rate
amounts as central and southeast Mas-

sachusetts.

Governor Healey’s Fiscal Year 2025
(FY25) historic early education and care
budget further builds on these efforts,
supporting the administration’s agenda
to make early education and child care
more affordable and accessible for all
families across the state. The budget
invests $85 million in child care financial
assistance rates. This includes $20 million
for additional rate increases in FY25 and
annualizes the $65 million from FY24
rate increases.

“Our administration knows that the
high cost of child care is one of the big-
gest burdens facing Massachusetts
families. That’s why we’ve taken action
to make it more affordable and equitable
for families, and to give our hardworking
child care providers the support they
need,” said Governor Maura Healey.
“Massachusetts is home to the first school,
the first library, and the first university
in the country — and now, we are becom-
ing one of the first states to base rates on
the cost of providing care. This will help
us ensure that providers of all sizes and
in all regions, including Western Mass,
receive equitable reimbursements from
the state that will help them deliver the
high-quality care that our littlest learners
need and deserve.”

The Department of Early Education
and Care (EEC) reimburses providers of
child care and out-of-school time programs
that serve families receiving child care
financial assistance with a daily per child
reimbursement rate. Rates provide direct
needs-based financial assistance to increase
low-income families’ purchasing power
in the market and help pay for the cost
of care.

The Board of Early Education and
Care unanimously approved the admin-
istration’s transformative rates proposal,
making Massachusetts one of the first
states in the country to use the cost of
care as an additional metric when setting
rates. This change better reflects how
much parents are able to pay for care and
the local market for tuition versus the

cost of providing high quality care. Ad-
Please see /09
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Healey-Driscoll Administration Celebrates
Transformative Child Care Financial Assis-
tance Rate Changes in Western Mass

From Page 07

ditionally, the rate changes include a 5.5
percent cost of living adjustment to rates
for all child care financial assistance
providers to address increasing opera-
tional costs, as well as raises center-based
program rates to at least 81 percent of
the cost of care for rates not already at
or above the 80 percent level. Find new
rate amounts.

“These approved rate changes build
on our efforts to transform our state’s
child care financial assistance system to
be what all our children, families and
early education and care providers de-
serve,” said Secretary of Education Dr.
Patrick Tutwiler. “These new rates will
help providers to recruit and retain a

on equitably supporting families to afford
and access high-quality early education
and care across the Commonwealth. This
new approach to rate setting will support
our collective efforts to meeting the needs
of providers and families,” said Paul Bel-
sito, Chair of the Board of Early Educa-
tion and Care.

These transformative rate changes
build on the administration’s work to
improve the state’s Child Care Financial
Assistance programs. In October, EEC
launched significant reforms to these
programs to simplify the application
process, reduce paperwork, and better
support homeless families, families with
disabilities and families facing domestic

Governor Healey participates in a round table discussion at the Roots Learning Center
in Westfield, MA. Feb. 15, 2024. Photo via Governor Maura Healey’s X

high-quality workforce and reduce costs
for families across Massachusetts.”

“We are committed to making our
child care financial assistance programs
in Massachusetts family focused, acces-
sible, dignified and equitable. The ad-
ministration, in partnership with the
Board, Legislature and programs, took
significant steps forward this year through
regulation and policy changes, as well
as transformative changes to our child
care financial assistance rates,” said
Early Education and Care Commis-
sioner Amy Kershaw. “All of these efforts,
with an intentional focus on equity, enable
our providers to better recruit and retain
their staff and invest in high-quality
programming, while also allowing us to
reduce costs for families.”

“As a Commonwealth, we continue
to take steps to in the right direction to
address the needs of children, families,
and providers. The Board has been focused

violence. Together, these changes make
it easier for programs to administer child
care financial assistance and increased
rates aim to attract more providers to
participate in the system, expanding op-
tions and access for families.
Governor Healey’s FY25 budget
includes $914 million for child care fi-
nancial assistance, a $154 million increase
over last year to support low and moder-
ate income families. It also proposes
increasing eligibility for child care finan-
cial assistance from 50 percent State
median income to 85 percent state me-
dian income and includes $75 million in
fair share funding to reach an additional
4,000 families with help paying for care.
“We are fortunate to have the Gov-
ernor’s office leadership in the area of
early education where the foundation for
educational life success is formed. When
children have access to preschool their

Please see /21
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Views of Unfortunate Cambodian Politics

From Front Page
Europe. March 1, 2024

People who know and love Cambo-
dia often say now that “Cambodia is
unlucky" because of the endless war and
poverty and they still refuse to leave
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Cambodia under the oppression of the
high-ranking people and the lower classed
people still do not go away over time.”
Make the general Cambodian people
cannot guarantee a better life, that is the"
unlucky politics "of Cambodia.

The general opinion is that Mr. Hun
Sen has already achieved all the political
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aspirations in Cambodia, he just resigned
and handed over the power of the coun-
try to his son, Mr. Hun Manet, to be the
Prime Minister. He himself is looking to
another stage, as president of the senate
to achieve another goal, the highest
position as head of state when the King
is absent in the country. Will Hun Sen
end up with that head of state?

Looking at the evolution of Hun
Sen's politics from 1979 to the present,
it is concluded that “only death can stop
Hun Sen's sharp intentions." "Cambodia's
unlucky politics.” But what can the op-
position do today?

Much has been done, but never the
beginning or the end of anything definite,
which is why the opposition movement
has nothing left, the legacy of the largest
opposition party in Cambodia. When it
comes to the opposition, they often think
of the CNRP, which is now divided into
smaller factions and struggles locally but
is no longer the CNRP. Win some
power back a little bit, so what else can
they do as an opposition party? The
political enemy of the opposition party
is now only "Vietnamese" who have to

Please see /11
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Views of Unfortunate Cambodian Politics

From Page 10

oppose every word and breath, including
supporters of the opposition movement
... Is there nothing wrong with the ruling
party?

Aiming at the Vietnamese political
enemy leaves a huge gap for the opposi-
tion's unfortunate victory, as if giving
Hun Sen and his children enough op-
portunity to pursue his "win-win" policy.
It means strong people can destroy
anyone, no one can win along the po-
litical path, because the enemy of the
opposition politicians is Vietnam. That
is the racist political society that seeks
the support of the free country is the first
mistake. And the other mistake is when
we understand that only communist
China can help the Khmer people. The
Khmer opposition society still does not
remember the Khmer tragedy of 1975,
those are the strengths of the Khmer op-
position.

There are still weaknesses of the
ruling party that the opposition has
never used to explain its bases of Hun
Sen's mistake of rushing the CPP youth
without political experience to the post.
Responsible for the whole country,

whether it is illness or old age that is
harassing Mr. Hun Sen, but now the op-
position is gone, broken and desperate,
so just put a photo to rule the country.
There are other weaknesses that the op-
position does not dare to think about, but
are afraid of losing their own power,
which is less left. Go to study in western
countries, which have different view from
their current management style. Modern
governing is governed by the concept of
"gratitude" rather than the belief in "au-
thoritarianism" as the parents of the
newcomers.

There is still more confusion by Hun
Sen's group that they can see the opposi-
tion's way out to return to power if they
truly love the Cambodian people with a
liberal and democratic perspective. It was
there that the "fortunes of those who
opposed the dictatorship" were not Viet-
namese or Khmer Rouge, but the strength-
ening of all patriotic Khmers as a whole
with the "western views" can return to
the opposition, but not for quarrels but
to increase the spirit of democracy under
the "Paris Agreement" to the Cambodian
people as the electorate of all politicians,
although "those in power today can be
honored as the opposition tomorrow."

“Digital Partnerships Program” and “Greater Lowell
Digital Equity Plan” to bridge the digital divide

From Page 03

could undertake to reduce the digital di-
vide.

“The COVID-19 pandemic ex-
posed critical gaps in high-speed ac-
cess and digital literacy throughout our
region, especially for people who make
lower incomes and older adults” said
Jennifer Raitt, NMCOG Executive Di-
rector. “Our work and partnership with
UMass Lowell will ensure we take the
right steps to connect our communities
to high-speed internet to allow full per-
sonal, civic, and economic participation
safely and securely.”

The Greater Lowell Digital Eg-
uity Plan will be designed, facilitated,
and developed by staff at NMCOG and
MAPC through months of research and
outreach. Public engagement will con-
sist of a region-wide survey, municipal
interviews, and focus groups. MAPC is
providing technical expertise and quan-

titative data analysis drawing from prior
experience supporting digital equity
planning in other communities, includ-
ing in the cities of Chelsea, Everett, Re-
vere, Somerville, and Quincy. This proj-
ect is expected to be completed by early
next year, after which the team will as-
sist each municipality in pursuing strat-
egies developed by the plan, including
pursuing “implementation funds” that
MBI hopes to make available to com-
munities who have engaged in digital
equity planning work.

Visit nmcog.org/digitalequity to
learn more about the Greater Lowell
Digital Equity Plan; sign up for the
digital equity mailing list to learn about
future engagement opportunities. For
more information regarding the Digital
Equity Plan, contact Isabel Emmet, Re-
gional Land Use Planner I, at iemmet@
nmcog.org or 978-454-8021 x117.
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Hun Manet: Appointment of Hun Many
MEUSIWNEB[] AR SLUﬁjgﬁll.'lqh Al as Deputy Prime Minuster 1s to be Effective
in Reforming Public Administration

Posted on February 24, 2024

The Prime Minister, succeeding his
father, Hun Manet, said that the appoint-

ment of his younger brother, Hun Many,

=]

i U]s ;inna: mitnhmatang U)s ;S hauwmgsl§ Atddje;
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as Deputy Prime Minister, in addition
to the position of Minister of Public
Works, was to give weight to the work

on public administration reform alone,
not because Hun Many is his brother.

The new Prime Minister, Hun Ma-
net, said at the awarding ceremony of
the model pub-lic service unit in the
field of education and health on Febru-
ary 22, 2024 that the pro-motion of Hun
Many is not because he is the brother,
it is done according to the actual condi-
tions, because the official who holds the
position of Minister of Public Service,
no matter who the person is, must be ap-
pointed as the Deputy Prime Minister to
increase the work efficiency.

Hun Manet said that no matter who
Hun Many is, as long as he is the Min-
ister of Pub-lic Service, he must be ap-
pointed as the Deputy Prime Minister
because this ministry will play a very
important role and the Ministry of Pub-
lic Service is the staff the Prime Minister
shall directly lead the implementation of
the reform of public functions that are
relevant to all ministries and institu-

tions. Please see /20
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“Lowell” a Cambodian town within USA

From Page 05
run small or large enterprises to earn
countless incomes without having to
steal or exploit anyone, which is the
dream of every immigrant. Have tast-
ed the unequal regime and all kinds
of injustice in the country ... now in
this new country they see the support
of their people under the law "from
birth to death" whether you are a child
or an old man or a disabled person, a
woman, or an educated man, high or
little knowledge of anything.

Why did Cambodian Americans
gather to live here?

About 5 or 6 families of Cambo-
dians came to live in this Lowell dur-
ing the 1980s, when it was an old trop-
ical remnant of a US military garment
factory built during World War I and
World War II. When the country had
peace, Lowell was abandoned, the rest
of the big buildings became shelters
for homeless people, smokers smoke,
sell opium, marijuana, alcohol, the po-
lice did not arrest them. Some of our
Cambodians have come to build a life
in that hot place but think that “it is not
hot enough for the heat that the Dem-
ocratic Kampuchea treated us-killer”.
They can live there. Shortly after-
wards, there was a small business that
was reminiscent of the modern Asian
restaurant named "Pailin", which had
been robbed and burned several times
by criminals. Khmer food shops were
the first reason to bring Khmer or Lao
people together in this small area, but
another important reason was that a
large computer assembly plant called
"Wang" was in the center of the city.
Middle School brings a lot of high-
paying jobs.

There are two reasons why Low-
ell that brought more Cambodians to
live during 2000, that changed Low-
ell's face to become even more mod-
ern and secure in the city, in schools,
in villages and better suburbs. The city
of 10 to 20 families has become more
than 30,000 in the blink of an eye, and
the Khmer-born city council has been
around ever since.

How did Cambodians rise to the
top in America?

Experienced Cambodian Ameri-
can, deeply educated in American
schools, willing to help develop their
own community, gain the favor of the
Cambodian electorate, and be a legiti-
mate representative of the citizens of
the city with plenty of Khmer people
live there.

Those laws are enshrined in the
American Constitution, which is
strictly enforced by the federal gov-
ernment. At that level, there was a
Cambodian named Siv Sichan who
worked at the White House and was
the US Ambassador to the United
Nations during the time of President
George W. Bush, who was welcomed
by the Khmer Post. Let the state gov-

ernment implement it.

At the state level in Massachu-
setts, there are two Cambodians,
Vanna Howard and Rady Mam, who
are currently working in the Boston
State Assembly. As for law enforce-
ment in the city of Lowell, there was
a Cambodian who used to be the first
member of the board of Lowell, Mr.
Rithy Ung, and now there are three
other Cambodians, Mr. Phal Ratha
Yem as the Deputy Mayor, Sokary
Chao, a member of the City Council,
was the former Mayor of Lowell, and
Veasna Nuon, another member, was
also the first Deputy Mayor in Low-
ell. They are fully involved in Ameri-
can politics, holding high positions
in direct control for the prosperity
of American families, including the
Cambodian family. They are the pride
of the "modern Khmer officials" who
represent the Cambodian community
for a truly democratic country, unlike
Cambodia, which has suffered trag-
edy from generations of governing
the country, which those Cambodian
Americans can emulate and shine to
some of Cambodia today. There are
still negative causes in the community
that need to be cleared up.

The Khmer community in Low-
ell, despite having "complete free-

Please see /16
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“Lowell” a Cambodian town within USA

From Page 15

dom", has not yet been united. That di-
vision has not harmed human society
or damaged property in the slightest,
and the United States remains strong
in democracy, with law-abiding Unit-

ed States a sufficient force to protect

"privacy."

Newcomers often think of “those
who came from the past are too old,
too prejudiced, less educated, poor
community ..." But those who came
before often said, "Many newcomers
are you, there is a lot of knowledge,
but many of the children of adults can
have hands stained with Khmer blood

IR B INTHY UNUAAM SHHHM UM

...” which is the cause of looking at
each other dishonestly. But in fact,
both before and after, if there is no big
crisis once in the country, it may not
be determined to live in this “land of
fortune”.

Lowell, also known as “Cam-
bodia Town”, intends to connect the
monument and continue the prestige
of the United States to Cambodia, but
has not yet reached its destination, so
the mission of the "community" must
continue. "Modern" or leave it to the
next generation to decide that.
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Home Care Agency
S IR )t
Group Adults Foster Care Program
AR S F O8I NIty
|44 Merrimack Street * Suite 404
Lowell, MA 01852 « 617-783-7177

Open for enroliment.

Persons with disability and chronic ilinesses
at no cost to patients.

We provide an individual care plan developed by
a registered nurse and case manager.

Service plan includes medication management,
personal care service at home, a Nurse and
Case Manager monitoring ongoing needs.

Patient must have Masshealth Standard to qualify.

We accept United, Senior Whole Health, Fallon
and Commonwealth Care Alliance.
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Cambodian Youths Organizing a
Global Cambodia Youth Network

by Soben Ung Chhung Leang as vice president; Eam
Bunnarith, secretary general, and Seng
Lowell, MA — Global Cambodia Mengbunrong, treasurer.

Youth Network held an online election

The Global Cambodian Youth Net-

SANF &IFYT NS [UMS U

IONF 96 TSAMig HHuvaGms
LISRSREMNAIA

2021. Sophorn Lary was re-elected as work aims to mobilize young people

UMM UIs ﬁ'gfi:'ﬂ PURAIU BIS  president and said “our mission is to ac- around the world, both “patriots and
IO NG Uy Lottt snim tively engage Cambodian youths to in-  democrats who want to organize and

fluence changes in Cambodia, promote rebuild Cambodia well and correctly
democracy so its citizens can live with based on the principles of morality,
truth, and justice,” wrote in the state-
ment.

Additional results included Ing Please see /19
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Community Teamwork

Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesdayv, 03/27/24. 6: ’%[}pm
2nd Floor Board Room

155 Merrimack St., Lowell
PUBLIC WELCOME
To parumyale virtually, RSVP:
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Cambodian Youths Organizing a
Global Cambodia Youth Network

From Page 17

The group said despite the prom-
ises of the Paris Peace Accords in 1991
which was carried out by the United
Nations Transitional Authority in Cam-

\ ! !
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bodia to rebuild free and fair election in
1993, it failed the mission because ma-
jor national issues such as corruption,
poverty, social injustice, deforestation,
human rights abuses, illegal immigra-
tion and territorial integrity.

Cambodia was ruled by dictator
Hun Sen for 38 years as the world lon-

gest autocrat until he recently “handed”
over to his son, Hun Manet by a one-
party vote. A report published by the
Human Rights Watch in 2018, “Cambo-
dia: Hun Sen’s abusive generals” which

IONA {3 GO HSIUmMS UM
Wit SAYM R

named twelve Hun Sen generals who
committed human rights abuses and
war crimes since 1970 gets paid hand-
somely and are responsible for keeping
him in place. The report also wrote that
each general is a member of the Cambo-
dian People Party Central Committee,

Please see /21
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PHYSICAL THERAPY

Eastern Physicial Therapy
851 Middlesex Street, Suite 1 Lowell, MA 01851
Phone: 978-677-6333 Fax: 978-677-6982

Have Aches & Pain?
We Can Help.

& Injuries from Auto Accident
@ Slip & Fall
@ Chronic Arthritis

Ve provide preventative and rehabilita-
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Hun Manet: Appointment of Hun Many
as Deputy Prime Minister 1s to be Effective
in Reforming Public Administration

From Page 14

The Prime Minister stressed that
the need for reform is a priority, the
government needs to increase efficien-
cy, increase the role necessary, so the
government decided to es-tablish an-
other national committee headed by the
Prime Minister directly on a number of
reforms. Such as public functions, edu-
cation, and health, in which the Ministry
of Public Works underwent the largest
reforms: public administration at the na-
tional and sub-national levels.

On February 21, 2024, His Maj-
esty King Norodom Sihamoni issued
a Royal Decree appointing Hun Many
as Deputy Prime Minister after the Na-

ture and the executive, and that such ac-
tions showed that they were disrespect-
ing the people. 17 million Cambodians
considering that only their family can
lead Cambodia, while this greedy fam-
ily is leading Cambodia in a dictatorial
and feudal way, contrary to today's de-
moc-racy.

As for the observer of the situation
in Cambodia, Sok Sokun had recently
said that the political leaders in Cam-
bodia, especially Hun Sen, are just en-
gaged in politics, finding a foothold for
their own political life, and expanding
power for the group, family, rela-tives,
and allies only. He added that they are

INASUSIBRIGYS 1S 018

tional Assembly voted to grant a vote of
confidence at the request of Cambodian
Prime Minister Hun Manet.

Former opposition leader Sam
Rainsy wrote on his Facebook page on
February 21 that the clan was intoxi-
cated by the power they had robbed the
Cambodian people in every way for
more than 40 years. Assume that the
legislature or the National Assembly
must not be independent of the execu-
tive or the government.

Rainsy said Hun Sen, the father of
Hun Manet and Hun Many, was prepar-
ing to take over as president of the Sen-
ate, the legislature, while his two chil-
dren, Hun Manet and Hun Many, lead a
government that is the executive branch,
with one prime minister and one deputy
prime minister.

The former opposition leader as-
serted that the clan was trampling on
democratic prin-ciples that required a
serious separation between the legisla-

not involved in politics for the nation,
terri-tory and for the peace of the Cam-
bodian people.

In this regard, observers say that
Hun Sen is preparing for Cambodia to
become a dyn-asty of power through
the consolidation of power, such as Hun
Sen himself governing the party and top
national institutions such as the legisla-
ture and the executive, and the judiciary,
while Mr. Hun Manet manages the min-
istries, institutions, and units as Prime
Minister.

The CPP has been in power for
more than 40 years, and Hun Sen has
already taken over Cambodia as the
sole monopoly of his family. The dic-
tatorship by robbing the people and de-
stroying the nation will continue forever
through his plan that he wants his chil-
dren and grandchildren to rule Cambo-
dia from now on.

Quoted from the Cambodia Daily
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Cambodian Youths Organizing a
Global Cambodia Youth Network

From Page 19

the party’s highest policy-making body.
Members of the central committee are
required to carry out all party policies.
This conflicts with international human
rights standards which Cambodia signed
in the Paris Peace Accords. Apparently,
it is also violated article 9 of Cambo-
dia’s Law on the General Status of Mili-
tary Personnel of the Royal Cambodian
Armed Forces (1997), which states that
“military personnel shall be neutral in
their functions and work activities, and
the use of functions/titles and the state’s

votes. Sam Rainsy, the founding father
of the party was convicted on trumped-
up charges in multiple criminal cases
and has been living in exile since 2015
to avoid imprisonment. His successor,
Kem Sokha, was arbitrarily arrested in
September 2017 on baseless treason
charges, imprisoned and banned from
doing politics.

“Our goal is strengthening ties
amongst Cambodian youths living
abroad, together we learn and train lead-

IONA 53 BHANY HSUMS UAMMUPESAYM RN 1STH{AN D

materials for serving any political ac-
tivities shall be prohibited.”

Human Right Watch also stated,
“under Prime Minister Hun Sen, Cam-
bodia is in a human rights freefall. De-
spite the strong human rights provisions
in the 1991 Paris Peace Agreements and
the 1993 constitution—and billions of
dollars in development aid, including a
plethora of technical assistance devoted
to the rule of law, judicial reform, and
human rights—the country is rapidly re-
verting towards a one-party state.”

Cambodia has peaked twice as a
biparty state and both had been crushed
by the Hun Sen regime. In 1997, Hun
Sen staged a coup against his co-prime
Minister Prince Randarith and in 2017,
Hun Sen dissolved the opposition Cam-
bodia National Rescue Party (CNRP)
which received 45% of the country’s

ership skills, technology, democratic
process, and provide support to Khmer
youths in Cambodia who wants make
changes in Cambodia,” said President
of Global Cambodia Youth Network
Sophorn Lary.

Lary said his group helped support
70 candidates whose are under 35 years
old in the last election cycle. “Our group
is open to not just those who are actively
engaged in politics in Cambodia, but to
anyone who is concerned about Cam-
bodia and wants to make changes to the
current governing system. We also wel-
come youths from the current ruling’s
party who dares to speak the truth and
express disagreement with the way its
party currently operates.” Global Cam-
bodia Youth Network successfully re-
cruited 394 members and is established
in 11 countries around the world at the
time of this report.

Healey-Driscoll Administration Celebrates
Transformative Child Care Financial Assis-
tance Rate Changes in Western Mass

From Page 09
academic performance is greatly unmoved

throughout their scholastic endeavors,”
said Westfield Mayor Michael McCabe.

“The governor’s commitment to
expanding access to early education is a
momentous step in the right direction. Stu-
dents that attend preschool experience

significantly improved outcomes, includ-
ing increased student attendance, aca-
demic success, and social development,
along with higher graduation and post-
secondary participation rates. This is
truly a game changer for our kids,” said
Westfield Superintendent Stefan Czapor-
owski.
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Page.24 e mbo igsom i 63 piwowE KHMERPOST USA

PRINT READERSHIP a f'%“i& U ONLINE EDITIONS
50,000 Monthly / 600,000 Annually o W AVAILABLE AT
Plus additional exposure in our online KhmerPOSi USA KHMERPOSTUSA.COM

editions at khmerpostusa.com

2024 PRINTING SCHEDULES

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2024

ADVERTISING RATES AND SIZES
All ads are printed in Full Color
Ad Size (WxH)
Full Inside (10" widex 137 tal)) . ...$ 552.00 Full Back Page (10" widex 13"tall) .. ....... $ 1000.00
1/2 (10" wide x6.5"tall) ........... 375.00 Front Page 1/2 (10" widex 6.5"tall) .......... 1000.00
1/4 (5" widex6.5"tall) . ........... 192.00 Front Page 1/4 (5" widex6.5"tall) ............ 620.00
1/8 (5" widex3.25"tall) ........... 108.00 Front Page 1/8 (5" widex3.25"tall) ........... 350.00
Business Card (3.5" wide x 2" tall) .. .60.00 Front Page Business Card (3.5" wide x 2" tall) . .. 200.00
Your ad is also published in our online editions of the newspaper at khmerpostusa.com )
[ 2024 PRINTING DATES )

Advertising deadlines are 5 business days
prior to printing date.

January 15 Monday July 1 Monday
February 9 Friday August 1 Thursday
March 3  Sunday September 1 Sunday
April 1 Monday October 1 Tuesday
May 1  Wednesday November 1 Friday
June 1  Saturda December 1 Sunda
. ’ L/
MONTHLY
DISTRIBUTION

70+ Locations in Lowell, MA = 7,000 copies
25 Locations in Lynn & Revere, MA = 1,000 copies
25 Locations in Providence & Cranston, Rl » 2,000 copies
Additional distribution online

CONTACT INFO
Khmer Post USA ¢ P.O. Box 8848 * Lowell, MA 01853

Khmer Post USA Tel: 978.677.7163 » Fax: 978.677.7092
Distribution Locations Include: Email: khmerpostusa@gmail.com
Households « Markets » Retail Businesses www.khmerpostusa.com
Restaurants » Office Buildings « Government Offices )
Chamber of Commerce  Buddhist Temple o ?:;{aifﬁ N eoraron
Laundromats * And Much More and Greater Merrimack Valley Convention and Visitors Bureau
Follow us > Subscribe Follow us
@KhmerPostUSA @KhmerPostUSA @KhmerPostUSA




