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Khmer Movement for Democracy has
just emerged in the United States

From Europe 1 April 2024

CNRP Vice President Mu Sochua
issued a new statement on American
radio stating that she had just formed a
“movement for democracy” to rescue

Cambodia, which was falling into a fam-
ily dictatorship, and for the world to
recognize Cambodia by training and
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practicing democracy. She made the an-
nouncement as she left an American
Democratic Aid office in Washington
earlier this month.

Mu Sochua served as FUNCINPEC’s
Minister of Women's Affairs during 1995
and later joined the Sam Rainsy Party as
the opposition until the CNRP was dis-
solved by the ruling party in 2017. She
escaped to the United States near Lowell
to escape Cambodian court arrest charges.

The purpose of the declaration is to
help educate Cambodian officials and
people about the philosophy and educa-
tion of democracy in Cambodia, which
she believes will enhance Cambodia's
image, which has been damaged by the
lack of democracy. The practice of de-
mocracy is there. She added that this was
not to go against the government, but to
help the new government.

No response has been received from
the Cambodian government yet, but the
announcement was echoed by the Khmer
Will Party and Caddle Light Party in
Phnom Penh, it was the first senior op-
position official. It could be an attempt
to open a new page to find a formula for
national unity between the government
and the opposition, which has been tense
and violent for a long time.

We wish a joyous celebration and a
happy, healthy, and prosperous new year

to our friends from the countries of Bangladesh, Cambodia, India,
Laos, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Thailand.
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Analysis of global economic
and political developments
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economic growth gap between
the liberal and communist
countries is widening in the
opposite direction from 1990
to 2024. During the 1990s,
the United States encouraged

has changed the face of the
three communist countries,
with rich countries such as the
United States and Europe also
investing in the communist
countries as traders. Manu-
facturers of consumer goods,
electronics, and foodstuffs ...
made cheap, which makes the
goods in the free market and
goods of the free countries

Please see /06
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Kem Sokha continues to deny that he
did not conspire with foreign states to
overthrow the government as alleged

CNRP president Kem Sokha con-
tinues to defend his innocence by refus-

Kem Sokha's co-lawyer, Ms. Meng
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Analysis of global economic and politi-

From Page 03

easy to sell. So, for more than 30 years,
this free-market initiative has been eco-
nomically profitable on both the liberal
side and the communist countries in the
East. Labor (China, Vietnam, Russia)
from the sale of crude oil and oil (Russia)
also get the same benefits to become an
economic power, large or small, accord-
ing to the ambitions of each dictatorship.

It is the ambition of the “dictatorship
regime” that has given their countries
the opposite evolution from the “liberal
regime”. Dictatorship regimes use the
money the factory earns as weapons,
while the low-wage labor force simply
cannot guarantee a future. In the last 10
years, China has built warships, both
China and Russia have made efforts to
build nuclear missiles, Vietnam has made
efforts to build biological weapons, and
Vietnam has strengthened its military
infrastructures to encroach on its territo-
rial waters and territorial integrity.

As for the west, they think of the
people, the economy has grown, the
people receive the benefits, the govern-
ments try to defend 32 countries by tying

cal developments

the military alliances of 32 countries to
go for war together, to be stronger and
to spend less resources. We understand
that America and Europe remain the
strongest economic powers in the world
due to the liberal political stability of the
west countries.

Current global economic forces

With a lot of money, China has in-
vested in exploiting poor countries with
dictatorial leaders to lend money for
bridges, roads, and large structures. And
send its citizens to do business in those
countries (Cambodia is one of them),
support the army for a coup (in Africa),
destroy the integrity of some countries
(in Asia or Europe). Russia, too, was
invaded by mercenaries in Africa, in the
Middle East, and invaded Europe. Viet-
nam is not different from invading the
integrity of Cambodia, Laos, losing their
independence.

These actions were observed and
warned by a liberal country that imposed
sanctions and subsequently withdrew its

Please see /15
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sumianovgaum  Multiple Arrests, Imprisonment, and

Death After Government Forced
Evictions in Preah Vihea, Cambodia

By Soben Ung, Khmer Post USA

A woman, age 53, committed suicide
on March 15 after government forces
violently evicted villagers in the Kuleaen
district, Preah Vihea province in northern
Cambodia.

A report published by LICADO, a
rights advocate group, on March 6 said

-

Cambodian armed force and forest authorities fired weapons and arrested the
villagers during force evictions in Preah Vihea Province
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im;mnhnvsm ‘] nam bobly
mnsia 9amo anmsnmﬁmn

U OUIES)

1§ 0jR yif 81 °mﬁ'jgﬁm
RINSOMMINWHNNEIFINGY
niFl¢Aiflo

“a group of mixed armed forces includ-
ing gendarmes and police officers ac-
companied by forestry administration

U NIE N QA NG MIUE NS
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officials mobilized this morning to secure
disputed land in the Preah Vihear province,
resulting in the use of live ammunition

and arrests.” It was reported that a mixed
force armed with automatic rifles entered
with tractors to clear the disputed land.
Villagers living in the area, afraid of
forced eviction and their property being
destroyed, gathered to demand the gov-
ernment force leave the area which re-
sulted in a confrontation. A video captured
live ammunition being shot repeatedly
by the authorities in addition use of smoke
grenades.

As results, 40 people were sent to
Preah Vihear Provincial Court, 28 people
are in prison, while 30 people including
women and small children escaped and
stayed in the forest to avoid arrest and
imprisonment. One woman remaining
unanimous told VOD on March 16,
“nothing is more painful to see our homes
have been burned and they are hunting
us down” Another man said, “it’s better
to die anyway, they took all our land,
there is no meaning to live anymore.”
The group stayed in forest for 10 days
without foods or water, no mosquitoes
net, some children developed malaria. A
woman said that they will commit suicide
as a group if there is no solution in the
coming days.

This incident is one of many long
series of land conflicts resulted in Eco-
nomic Land Concession policy by the
government. This particular incident
involves Seladamex Co., Ltd., the com-
pany was granted an Economic Land
Concession in 2011 in Sravang and
Phnum Tbaeng Pir communes in Preah
Vihear’s Kuleaen district. The land con-
cession created land conflicts with hun-
dreds of families who already live in that
area. In 2022 alone, 131 families re-
ported that their belongings and crops
had been destroyed by the authorities on
behalf of the company, according to the
LICADO report.

The used of an armed force to vio-
lently evict villagers reminded many
Cambodians of the Boeung Kak Lake
community in Phnom Penh in 2008,
fatal violence was also used to forcibly
evict local residents and clear the way
for tourist development. And in 2007,
two people were shot dead by security
forces while evicting residents near the
Preah Vihear temple complex in northern
Cambodia.

Record showed that over 2.25 mil-
lion hectares (or 5.56 million acres) of

Please see /20
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For Cambodia's Crucial Tonle
Sap Lake, 'New Normal is Un-
certalnty, Researchers Say

WASHINGTON AND PHNOM
PENH —

Climate change and upstream
dams, most of them controlled by Chi-
na, are threatening Cambodia's enor-
mous Tonle Sap Lake and its surround-
ing communities, putting the nation's
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protein supply and the greater Mekong
River ecosystem at risk.

The three-year stretch from 2019-
2021 was the driest on record. The
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Tonle Sap's vital flood pulse appeared to
be dying, along with much of the lake's
bountiful fish stocks. Water typically
flows into the Tonle Sap Lake for 120
days during the wet season, swelling
it as much as six-fold before running
back into the Mekong River as the rainy
season ends, usually in late September.
This fluctuation is the pulse.

And while the past two years have
seen more rainfall, a nearly normal wet-
season lake expansion and the usual re-
versed flow, such temporary relief can-
not offset the long-term effects of a lake
in crisis, experts and officials told VOA
Khmer.

"The new normal is uncertainty,"
said Brian Eyler, who directs the Stim-
son Center's programs on Southeast Asia
and energy, water and sustainability.
"That the predictability of a traditional
expansion happening nearly every wet
season, Or every monsoon season, can-
not be relied upon." The Stimson Center
is in Washington.

Fears of the ecosystem dying out

Please see /11
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For Cambodia's Crucial Tonle Sap Lake,
'New Normal is Uncertainty,' Researchers Say

From Page 10

have drawn international attention, giv-
en the Tonle Sap's distinction as one of
the world's most productive inland fish-
eries — and as the source of most of the
protein consumed by Cambodians.

Over the past two years, Tonle Sap
Lake has reached nearly normal total
flow, according to the Stimson Center's
Mekong Dam Monitor project. Howev-
er, in 2022 much of that flow came later
in the wet season due to heavy rainfall,
meaning the lake missed out on the ear-

FILE - People buy ﬁsh at the bank of the Tonle Sap river during the
fish harvesting season in Toul Ampil village on the outskirts of Phnom Penh,
Cambodia, Jan. 2, 2023.
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ly-season inflows that carry sediment,
larva and nutrients crucial to annual fish
stocks.

Last year saw monthly flows nearly
track historical averages, which pro-
duced a decent fishing season, according
to the Stimson project. Data from Cam-
bodia's Fisheries Administration show
413,200 metric tons of freshwater fish
were caught in 2019, then 383,050 in
2021 and just 368,059 in 2022. A Fish-
eries spokesperson told VOA Khmer
that 426,750 metric tons of freshwater
fish were caught in 2023. Each metric
ton equals 1,000 kg.

"For now, the ecosystem of the
Mekong seems to be ... not like it was
before, but it's still there. It hasn't com-
pletely died out," Eyler said in January
during an interview on the Zoom plat-
form.

The Mekong Dam Monitor is
seeking to track where flow originates,
where it is being stopped upstream, and
how the decisions made by each of the
countries are affecting the other nearby
nations.

According to its data, the total flow
into the Tonle Sap would have been
12.4% higher in September, when it

reached its 2023 peak, if it weren't for
water being withheld upstream, mostly
in Chinese reservoirs.

China in the past two years appears
to have withheld less water, compared
with previous years, according to the
monitoring project. Yet it's unclear if
that's because it is responding to the
concerns from downstream communi-
ties or because its needs were less, ac-
cording to the Stimson project.

One phenomenon the Stimson re-
searchers are watching closely is how
the wet season is changing. It is arriving
later and lasting longer than historical
norms, a possible reflection of climate
change.

"If indeed that's true, and [if] we
can substantiate it, then there's reason
for the dams upstream not to hold water
back at the beginning of the wet season,
and to hold water back at the end of the
wet season," said Alan Basist, president
of Eyes on Earth and a co-lead research-
er of the Mekong Dam Monitor, during
the January interview.

The Chinese Embassy in Washing-
ton said the "rational development" of
the Mekong, which China calls the Lan-
cang River, is in the overall interest of
all countries that depend on it.

"China always attaches great im-
portance to the concerns and needs of
the countries downstream, maintains
close communication with them, com-
mits itself to carrying out cooperation
on water resources with relevant coun-
tries such as sharing hydrological data
and flood control and drought relief,"
said embassy spokesperson Liu Pengyu
in an email on February 26.

The Mekong River Commission
(MRC) is the main regional body tasked
with bringing countries together to co-
ordinate water management and consult
on potential new dam projects on the
massive river and its tributaries.

In 2020, the MRC attributed the
delayed swelling to lower 2019 rainfall
and operations of upstream Mekong
hydropower dams, two of which are in
Laos and 11 in China.

But the MRC Secretariat said in
an email to VOA Khmer in February
that it was too soon to know what the
"new normal" looks like, given recent
droughts and "human activities in the
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In December 2022, a fire burned through a forest within the 9,059-hectare
Chinese-owned Great Field economic land concession in Kampong Speu
province. Image by Andy Ball / Mongabay.
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Calls grow to repurpose

concession policy

by Gerald Flynn on 8 November 2023

(of MONGABAY

o The mismanagement of large
swaths of Cambodia’s land by the coun-
try’s elites under the policy of economic
land concessions has displaced thousands
of rural families and accounted for 40%
of total deforestation.

o With even the government seem-
g to acknowledge the ineflectiveness
of ELCs as an economic driver, calls are
growing to return the land to dispossessed
communities or repurpose them in other
ways.

o One expert says the role of local

communities will be central to the success
of any reformation of the ELC system
and will need to be carefiilly considered
to avord the pittalls of the old system.

e Another proposes giving land
currently owned by nonperforming ELCs
to agricultural cooperatives managed by
communities, placing more negotiating
power in the hands of farmers rather than
concessionaires.

PHNOM PENH — “Make the
bosses rich in Cambodia,” then-prime
minister Hun Sen said at the 2012 inau-
guration of a sugar refinery in Kampong
Speu province. “If a country has no mil-
lionaires, where can the poor get their
money from?”

This underscored the ideology at the
heart of the policy of economic land
concessions, or ELCs, which promised
benefits for all by handing vast swaths
of the country to a handful of elites to
develop, mostly for agroindustry.

The sugar refinery where Hun Sen
gave this speech belonged to one his
closest advisers, Ly Yong Phat — a rul-
ing party senator with a sprawling busi-
ness empire and a well-documented his-
tory of environmental vandalism.

The senator’s sugar refineries and
the ELCs he was granted for the develop-
ment of plantations now sit dormant and
fallow. The irreplaceable ecosystems that
once occupied Ly Yong Phat’s ELCs are
long gone.

So are the thousands of families who
were evicted to make way for the planta-
tions. While many of the evictees tem-

In February 2023, timber was frequently seen being transported by
motorbike on National Road 7 that connects the towns of Stung Treng and
Kratie. Vast areas of land either side of the road were issued as economic
land concessions. Image by Andy Ball / Mongabay.

porarily found day-laborer work on the
plantations, there was no compensation
for the family farms that were lost. Then,
when Cambodia’s sugar business became
embroiled in the so-called Blood Sugar
scandal — an advocacy campaign that
targeted European buyers and Australian
financiers of Cambodian sugar due to
rights abuses linked to tycoons like Ly
Yong Phat — the refineries unceremoni-
ously fell silent, leaving former residents
with no land and no work.

This is just one example of the
countless social, environmental and
economic failings of Cambodia’s ELC
system, which culminated in May 2012,
when the government issued an order
banning the issuance of new ELCs.
However, even today, concessionaires
still control some 2.25 million hectares
(5.56 million acres) of Cambodia —
roughly 14% of the country, or the size
of the state of New Jersey — through
313 ELCs, according to data compiled
by rights group Licadho.
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Calls grow to repurpose land squandered
in Cambodia’s concession policy

From Page 12

The range of issues brought about
by the ELC system has prompted a range
of actors from the private sector and
civil society to advocate for reforms that
would bring about more shared benefits,
although it remains unclear how many
ELCs are still operational.

A history of failure bleeding into the
present

By almost every metric, the ELC
system failed to bring about the promised
prosperity, instead leading to widespread
ecological destruction as Cambodia’s
forests were cleared at record rates to
make way for agricultural plantations,
many of which never came to fruition.
Since 1998, an average of 105,000 hect-
ares (259,500 acres) of land was added
to the ELC system each year, contribut-
ing directly to an estimated 40% of
Cambodia’s deforestation.

“I think we need to stress the destruc-

tion caused by the ELCs, it needs to be
highlighted to the public that these are

®
CAMBODIA

il 3.2% or 5,870 km?
of ELCS

overlap with
proected area

The distribution of ELCs has often been across Cambodia’s most densely forested areas, with
concessionaires eager to extract valuable timber. Many ELCs overlap with Cambodia’s protected
areas. Image by Andrés Alegria / Mongabay
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huge failures of government policy,” said
Eang Vuthy, director of land rights group
Equitable Cambodia.

“They’ve led to massive destruction
of state forests as well as evictions and
human rights violations across communi-
ties while private individuals benefit from
logging across state land,” he said.

Analysis by Global Forest Watch
shows that more than 773,000 hectares
(1.91 million acres) of forest have been
lost across the 2.25 million hectares of
ELCs between 2001 and 2022. Using
Licadho’s ELC data, Mongabay found
that 104 ELCs either overlap with or
were issued in the heart of some 23
protected areas across Cambodia. This
has enabled rampant timber laundering
as concessionaires felled protected forests
while claiming it was natural forest from
within their ELC. Perhaps more telling
is how this year’s redrawing of the bor-
ders of protected areas across Cambodia
has excluded ELCs from previously
protected land.

The social impact of the ELC poli-
cy has been equally disastrous for Cam-
bodians. Between 2003 and 2012, rights
groups estimated some 400,000 Cambo-
dians had been affected by land grabs,
most of which were linked to ELCs.

These losses were felt acutely among
Cambodia’s Indigenous communities,
who not only saw their homes and farms
swallowed up in the name of trickle-down
economics, but their culture and traditions
too.

“They destroyed holy sites of wor-
ship where we had Bunong ceremonies,”
said Pleuk Phearom, a grassroots Indig-
enous rights activist in Mondulkiri
province. “They came here for our re-
sources. Both the companies and the
government target us because they just
want to control us. Before, when we all
farmed, nobody owned land — we shared.”

Cambodia’s northeastern provinces
are largely populated by Indigenous
minority groups, but the land is also rich
in gold, precious gems and luxury timber,
rendering it an ideal area for conces-
sionaires to strip the country of its natu-
ral assets.

“We never got any benefits from the
companies,” added Phearom, who is
herself Bunong. “We lost our farms. We
lost our forests and the companies
threaten us when we protest.”

All of this destruction, loss and suf-
fering hasn’t even paid off, if the limited
amount of publicly available data is ac-
curate. In August 2022, then-agriculture
minister Veng Sakhon said that ELCs
generated little more than $2 million for
the year, although this was apparently
generated by 72 ELC companies that

Please see /14
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Calls grow to repurpose land squandered
in Cambodia’s concession policy

From Page 13

controlled some 1.16 million hectares
(2.87 million acres).

According to Sakhon, only 402,760
hectares (995,240 acres) of this was
actually cultivated, while the rest was
being cleared. When contrasted against
Licadho’s data set, which lists nearly
2.25 million hectares as ELC land, the
ministry’s figure of 1.16 million hectares
doesn’t add up, but the discrepancy could
be accounted for by the unknown number

A section of forest burns inside an ELC that was awarded to Siemon Agriculture Comprehensive
Development in Stung Treng province. The road from which this photo was taken is lined with ELCs
and leads directly to the TSMW concession, which was issued in 2022 — 10 years after the govern-
ment’s ban on new ELCs being awarded. Image by Andy Ball / Mongabay.

9.95 ansuiam Arhty

IS runamyIAnG angs |
puiuGgs cob.nvo vinm ist
Isipims g ingmag enn:
[S‘TﬁJ'm'ﬁmjL‘ﬁi’mSﬂﬁﬁjm[ﬁ“l
istinnstaugi s dgStia
HYMIomMi rumnwﬁrpﬁn bl
A suiAmMtid Uy SIGAT
GIUSIURIAYNGES 9.95 ANS
vinm §syAUMUle gigmn
S GRIMSALNSINTESS
fi s 8 A NTTU RS ELCs HAIAY

UH{A SAthISs msmfgn
NS AgivaIgAIatT
Ut smud gamsmidinni
ysis{yig ELC I Wwim sudieIny
Buoimsmiipning g gn
rﬁljhtsjnrummvmmmnhmm.
HETTNIR 8¢ Ayt gt oAb S
msifraiunnaiaimasuns
IURSOAIA SANMI(AU{PUES
LﬁHLﬁfrsmrmunmﬁaﬁGJnm
B090-6099 MAEYAIEUATTS

ELCS ﬂmsm‘%jﬁjqjmsrﬁmrms
niAenifae

of inactive ELCs.

Many concessionaires treated their
ELCs as logging concessions, the prede-
cessors to the ELC system, and simply
abandoned the land after stripping it of
forest. Others, bogged down in decades-
long disputes with communities, opted
to wash their hands of their investment,
while a mismanagement of crop planting
during the 2010-2011 frenzy of new
ELCS left many concessionaires strug-
gling to compete in a flooded market.

Neither the current agriculture min-
ister, Dith Tina, nor his spokesperson,
Im Rachna, responded to detailed ques-
tions sent by Mongabay. Likewise, the
U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization’s
Cambodia office, which is nestled inside
the ministry’s compound, didn’t respond
to requests for data on inactive ELCs.

Sources who did speak with Mong-
abay agreed that reforms have been
floated for the past 10 years, but that
little has been done to undo the damage
wrought upon the communities and
ecosystems affected — although there’s
no shortage of ideas as to how things
could be improved.

Replanting the forests and returning
the land

As one source familiar with Cam-
bodia’s forestry sector suggested, this
begs the question of what can be done
with the untold hectares of dead land that
comprise the many failed ELCs that lit-
ter Cambodia’s countryside.

The forestry expert, who asked not
to be named due to their ongoing work
with the government, suggested that
reforestation or rewilding projects could
be initiated in tandem with allowing
communities to farm now-defunct ELCs.
As part of its December 2021 pledge to
become carbon neutral, the government
has stated it will reduce deforestation by
50% by 2030, stopping it completely by
2045, and will extend forest cover to 60%
of the country’s landmass by 2050. That
means reforestation will need to happen
somewhere. This, combined with other
initiatives such as REDD+ projects, aims
to create a 50 megatons of carbon diox-
ide equivalent carbon sink in Cambodia,
according to the government’s long-term
Strategy.

Indeed, the idea of reforestation has
garnered support from Cambodian King
Norodom Sihamoni, former prime min-
ister Hun Sen — who oversaw and re-
portedly profited from much of the de-
struction of Cambodia’s forests at the
hands of concessionaires — as well as
Cambodia’s new environment minister,
Eang Sophalleth, who, in September this
year, pledged to plant 1 million saplings
each year.

It’s unclear where these new trees
will go, although the pro-government
Khmer Times reported Sophalleth as
focusing forest cover expansion efforts
on areas such as the Cardamoms, Prey
Lang Wildlife Sanctuary and Veun-Sai
Siem Pang National Park.

All of these protected landscapes
are under assault from illegal loggers
— some of whom appear to work for the
government, and many of whom have
laundered illegally logged timber from
protected forests via ELCs.

Phay Buncheon, spokesperson for
the Ministry of Environment, didn’t re-
spond to repeated requests for comment.

One industry insider, who requested
to remain anonymous due to their work
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Analysis of global economic and politi-

From Page 06

factories from the Russian and Chinese
superpowers (US President Donald Trump
was the first to order the removal of
factories from China in 2017), stop buy-
ing gas or oil, stop doing business with
t ... Suffering alone is not enough,
China suffered 19 severe Covid-19 pan-
demic in 2018, causing the closure of its
own country for almost 3 years ... Russia
is ready to attack Ukraine in just three
days, but two years ago, still cannot beat
it, and “money also pays the bag” to
become a millionaire the day before, but
the economy is deteriorating and inflation
is worse. Try to lie to the public, no one
believes it, so just run to rob Africa or
the Middle East or Latin America to
survive. Vietnam escaped from these
sanctions, unlike China and Russia, be-
cause it suppressed Cambodia and Laos
in secret and did not move from those
two countries on its own. If the economy
is declining, why declare nuclear war
with the United States and Europe?

The future fate of the dictatorship
communist regime

Dictatorships often rule the country
by the military and the police to usurp

cal developments

state power from the people, which is
the cause of poverty in the country, but
those communist countries never show
the poor image of their country as in
North Korea. And so on.

The United States and Europe have
imposed economic sanctions on Russia
and China over their aggression in Ukraine,
which has left the two dictatorships at
war.

Gradually, there was no way to escape
the disfigurement and threaten the west
countries from the “nuclear war” or
“World War III” so that the west would
not intervene to defend the country he
was oppressing at all.

On the Liberal side, there was no
public propaganda for the presence of an
American “nuclear submarine” in the
Mediterranean just near Moscow, near
Japan there was another similar ship there
in space satellite” regularly monitors and
can automatically command the launch
of missiles near Russia or China to inter-
rupt any nuclear launch as soon as pos-
sible. NATO troops on the Russian
border have also been conducting combat

readiness exercises.

Hiding the shortcomings of their
countries with their enemies or with their
own people, dictators can always do
without shame, but the same authorities
know for sure that they cannot afford to
risk a war.

Now with the west countries who
are together and strong, it is definitely a

suicide. In addition, the United States
has repeatedly shown that its spies are
always close to Putin or the CCP, not to
miss any suspicious activity.

If Russia launches a nuclear missile,
Russia and China will not be able to
escape the nuclear fire from the allies,
who are ready to wait for the daring
reaction of the dictators.
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President of Khmer Intellectual
Students Coalition Keut Saray Arrested

By Heng Ly

Mr. Keut Saray, president of the
Khmer Intellectual Students Coalition,
was arrested for the second time after
visiting victims of a land dispute with
__Seila Damex comDanV in Preah Vihear
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province under court charges of “Incite-
ment to cause serious chaos to social

security” and “recurrence” by Phnom
Penh Municipal Court.

Mr. Keut Saray visited people in
Preah Vihear province after a land dispute
between Seila Damex Company after the
arrest of 27 people and continued to ar-
rest more people while some escaped
into the forest and a villager took his own
life in suicide because authorities were
clearing houses and burning their crops.

It should also be noted that Mr. Keut
Saray visited the victims to explain their
rights and respect for the law. He did not
do as what he is being accused of by the
Phnom Penh Municipal Court. He
wanted to demand justice for victims.
The victim claimed that Mr. Keut Saray
did not act in accordance with the court's
allegations.

The victims demanded that the au-
thorities release Keut Saray, claiming
that Keut Saray had not acted in accor-
dance with the court's allegations.

Heng Kimhong, executive director
of the Cambodian Youth Network (CYN),

Please see /22
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HRW urges Cambodian Democracy Movement
to mobilize diplomats around the world to take
action to restore democracy in Cambodia

By The Cambodia Daily
April 3, 2024

Senior Human Rights Watch (HRW)
officials urge the Khmer Movement for
Democracy (KMD) to revive diplomats
around the world and work with senators,
lawmakers, and governments around the
world to push and let them pay attention
and take immediate action to restore de-
mocracy in Cambodia.

Phil Robertson, deputy director of
Human Rights Watch in Asia, issued a
statement to the Khmer Rouge for Democ-
racy in late March, saying it was a critical
time to launch the Khmer Movement for
Democracy to restore democracy and Hu-
man Rights in Cambodia as Human Rights
Watch has proudly stood for more than 30
years in defending human rights and the
Paris Peace Accords and will continue to
stand for Cambodian democracy and human
rights in the future until human rights in
Cambodia are restored.

Mr. Phil Robertson said that democ-
racy in Cambodia has been taken from the
Cambodian people by the dictatorship
under the leadership of the Cambodian
People's Party in all areas, including the
government, the National Assembly, and
the judiciary during 2023 and 2024.

It was the worst year for democracy
in Cambodia, especially an election in 2023,
which, like other dictators, took place in
some communist countries, such as China,
Russia, Laos, and North Korea.

The deputy director of Human Rights
Watch stated that Hun Manet's rise to
power was no different from Hun Sen's,
which was like "old wine in a new bottle".
Human rights abuses, political abuses,
housing violations and other crimes con-
tinue to occur, and Human Rights Watch
has documented this in detail in the past.

Phil Robertson urges the Khmer Move-
ment for Democracy to call on the United

States, the European Union, Britain, France,
Germany, Canada, Australia, New Zealand,
and other countries to stand up for democ-
racy and human rights in Cambodia, which
the Khmer Movement for Democracy must
do in its mission very strong.

On March 23, 2024, Cambodians, and
a number of representatives of foreign
organizations and institutions around the
world, who love democracy and justice,
gathered in Long Beach, USA to celebrate
the inauguration of the "Khmer Movement
for Democracy", which will Led by former
CNRP Vice President Mu Sochua.

On this issue, former Vice President
of the Cambodia National Rescue Party,
Ms. Mu Sochua, stated that the purpose of
the current Khmer Movement for Democ-
racy is to seek the unification of all Cam-
bodian movements in the world towards
the liberation of democracy in Cambodia
out of the family-style rule of the Cambo-
dian People's Party today.

Ms. Mu Sochua claims that the Khmer
Movement for Democracy is not a political
movement, but an NGO movement that
aims to seek cooperation with individuals
and institutions to unite forces to help
Cambodia return to its path of democracy
and respect for human rights and open the
space of civil liberties to live in dignity as
the owners of the country recognized by
the Constitution. She said the movement
was not to overthrow the Cambodian gov-
ernment.

Former opposition leader Sam Rain-
sy recently said that the Khmer Movement
for Democracy is the hope of Cambodians
and all political tendencies to join forces
to save Cambodia from the clutches of the
clan of Hun Sen’s oppression today.

Sam Rainsy calls on Cambodians,
patriots, and democrats to join the Khmer
Movement for Democracy to change fam-
ily leadership and ruled by Hun Sen today
in Cambodia.
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Calls grow to repurpose land squandered
in Cambodia’s concession policy

From Page 14

with the government, noted that acacia
and eucalyptus could easily be grown on
a lot of the land currently going to waste
in inoperative ELCs and that, as a result,
Cambodia is “missing out big time on
becoming a major player in the wood
and furniture game.”

But while illegal logging networks
continue to flourish, the source added,
there’s little hope for a cleaner, sustain-
able and profitable timber industry blos-
soming in Cambodia.

Tree nurseries, sources suggested,
could provide jobs, while unused ELC
land could allow former residents dis-
placed by concessionaires to return to
farming. Greenhouses could be con-
structed, they said, to allow communities
to grow a variety of crops in soils where
ELCs have depleted the nutrient base.

Chhum Rotha and h1s fellow monks join the replanting efforts in Phnom Tamao in August 2022 after
concessions within the wildlife rescue center. Image by Gerald Flynn/Mongabay.
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“They can still do many different
types of crops [on dormant ELCs] and
the farmers who lived there know ex-
actly what they can grow on their land,”
said Vuthy of Equitable Cambodia. “This
would be very beneficial to the country
and to the people, for livelihood secu-
rity, for income generation and to stop
young people migrating to Thailand to
find another job.”

But in October, when some 470
Indigenous families tried to reclaim land
lost to Hengfu Sugar Group, whose five
ELCs span 42,422 hectares (104,827
acres) across Preah Vihear province,
authorities prevented the communities
from farming the land.

The Chinese sugar giant has been
inactive in Cambodia for at least three
years, but still the government refuses to

allow displaced residents to return.

“So many ELCs are inactive, we’re
trying to ask the government to return
the land to the former owners, which is
the communities affected by land grab-
bing,” Vuthy said. “This is very difficult,
but it should be very simple. The progress
we’ve seen is so slow that it’s almost no
progress at all.”

The potential for community-led
cooperatives

But if land is to be returned to dis-
placed farmers as part of broader ELC
reforms, then approaches to agriculture
should be reformed in tandem, said Eu-
gene Kraamwinkel, chair of the agricul-
ture committee at the European Chamber
of Commerce and CEO of LN Agri, which
operates an ELC along with other private
farms in Kratie province.

Kraamwinkel said the failings of
ELCs have been repeatedly discussed,
whereas more focus needs to be placed
on productive solutions for the land and
the communities who were evicted from
it.

“Currently, traders go from house
to house, buying 50 kilograms of rice
from this guy, 100 kilograms from that
guy, until they’ve brought all the rice in
town and then the sellers have to move
it all to a central point,” he said. “A truck
stands there while they load the rice.
Who’s making the money? The guy with
the truck, because traders have the ne-
gotiating power on volume.”

This, Kraamwinkel said, is why
smallholder farmers in Cambodia stay
poor, despite knowing how to farm their
land.

He proposed handing land cur-
rently owned by nonperforming ELCs
to agricultural cooperatives managed by
communities, placing more negotiating
power in the hands of Cambodian farm-
ers rather than concessionaires.

Rather than competing, neighbors
could become collaborators and coop-
eratively farm the land — or, at least,
that’s the vision, Kraamwinkel said.

This, he said, would grant farmers
greater purchasing power, enabling bulk
buying of commonly shared supplies like
fertilizers, pesticides and machinery,

Please see /21
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Multiple Arrests, Imprisonment, and

From Page 09

Economic Land Concessions (ELC) were
issued by the government between 2001
— 2022, according to data compiled by
LICACO. This has enabled deforestation
and timber laundering throughout the
protected area across Cambodia, contrib-
uting directly to an estimated 40% of

— = 0
ﬁ = B

Cambodia’s deforestation.

Preah Vihear province, Kuleaen
district is the location of the Koh Ker
ruins which lies 75 miles northeast of

o5 B oo P
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Land Grab victim committed suicide on March 15 after government forces violently evicted villagers

to strip away the country’s natural re-
sources. The ELCs policy created night-
mares for Cambodians. Rights group
estimated some 400,000 Cambodians
affected by land grab, many linked to
ELCs between 2003 and 2012.

In May 2012, the government de-
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Scence at land grab victims’ home after force evictions

clared a bann on the granting of new
Economic Land Concessions (ELCs).
However, records showed that concession
land has not stopped, instead has contin-
ued to the present, with 131 ELCs
egnity ARESBE 1 5 ¥

o g T

in the Kuleaen district, Preah Vihea province in northern Cambodia.

Angkor Wat. The ruins have many
temples and sanctuaries including sculp-
tures, inscriptions, wall paintings, and
archaeological remains. Following recent
archeological discovery, it was added to
the UNESCO World Heritage List in
September 2023. Koh Ker was the
capital of the Khmer Empire for a brief
period between 928-941 C.E. under its
founder King Jayavarman IV. It is lo-
cated between the southern slopes of the
Dangrek mountains, and the Kulen
mountains, near Thai Border.
Northeastern providences such as
Preah Vihea and Mondulkiri are known
for being rich in gold, precious gemstone,
large timbers and mostly populated by
the indigenous people. It’s an ideal place
for those companies who get the ELCs

amounting to 5.56 million acres, which
makes up 14% of Cambodia’s total land,
about the size of the State of New Jersey,
according the data compiled by rights
group LICADO.

After the Khmer Rouge regime,
between 1975- 1979, which abolished
all private property. Cambodians face a
real problem with land rights. Today,
hard (real) property rights guarantee are
only for those with political connections.
Ordinary citizens may get their property
rights revoked in the event the govern-
ment takes it over and make it a pro-
tected area which makes up 41% of the
country, or giving it to a foreign com-
pany to develop through Economic Land
Concession.
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Calls grow to repurpose land squandered across the ELC system.
in Cambodia’s concession policy

From Page 19
while preventing the duplication of these

costs that would be incurred by each
farmer operating independently.

Whether the legislation is there to
support it or whether the Cambodian
political economy would block the de-
velopment of cooperatives springing up
on inactive ELC land is hard to say,
Kraamwinkel added, but he noted that,
“In Cambodia, there’s already this culture
of sharing; cooperative farming would
just be another form of sharing.”

Avoiding ‘just another failure’

Any solution would need to start
with top-down action from the govern-
ment to dislodge concessionaires from
ELCs they aren’t using. However, the
role of local communities would be
central to the success of any reformation
of the ELC system and would need to be
carefully considered to avoid the pitfalls
of the old system, said Jean-Christophe
Diepart, a geo-agronomist with more than
20 years of experience in Cambodia.

“Whether the ELCs have really
delivered on their promises, to bring
about economic development, for me

that’s an absolutely a no,” Diepart said.
“The displacement of people has been
massive, not well quantified, but this has
been very, very important and this has
created multiple waves of migration that
saw people being moved on into the for-
est.”
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A sawmill seen operating within the Sal Sophea Peanich ELC in Stung Treng province. Workers were

Each concessionaire, Diepart said,
is free to deal with communities as they
see fit. This has often resulted in heavy-
handed tactics and created conflicts that
turn violent when communities feel their
land is being stolen.

This has also contributed to the
ultimate failure of the ELCs as they stand,

e

et

seen felling the remaining natural forest that occupied the ELC land in February 2023. Image by

Diepart, who has authored papers
on land insecurity in Cambodia, pointed
to the lack of uniform grievance mecha-
nisms, of free, prior and informed consent,
and of land dispute resolution policies
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144 Merrimack Street * Suite 404
Lowell, MA 01852 « 617-783-7177

Open for enroliment.

Persons with disability and chronic ilinesses

at no cost to patients.

We provide an individual care plan developed by

a registered nurse and case manager.

Service plan includes medication management,

personal care service at home, a Nurse and
Case Manager monitoring ongoing needs.

Patient must have Masshealth Standard to qualify.

‘We accept United, Senior Whole Health, Fallon
and Commonwealth Care Alliance.

he said, as more concessionaires have
either refused to pay taxes when they
feel the government hadn’t supported
them in dealing with aggrieved com-
munities, or have been pushed out of
business by the cost of dealing with land

disputes.

“Out of a budget of $2.2 billion or
so, [the revenue generated for the state]
is really peanuts, especially when you
consider the impact that ELCs have. It’s
definitely not balanced with the negative
impacts,” he said, adding that the ELC
system is fading into irrelevance eco-
nomically. “There’s a recognition that
the whole thing is not going properly,
but also the investors are increasingly
reluctant to invest in land because they
know that it’s a very, very touchy and
very, very problematic area.”

These problems would still be pres-
ent in any reform to the ELC system that
alters the level of accessible farmland
for communities, Diepart said, adding
that the rights and land security of Cam-
bodians would need to be at the heart of
any potential policy regarding inactive
ELCs.

“Any attempt to reforest, rewild, or
whatever you call it in these dormant
ELCs needs to take into account — and
do so very seriously — the problem of
migration,” he said. “This is the problem
of the redistribution of the farming
population in the country. If people don’t
take this into account seriously, I mean,
it’s just another failure.”
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President of Khmer Intellectual
Students Coalition Keut Saray Arrested

From Page 16

described the arrests as a serious violation
of freedom of expression and a serious
violation of human rights, and said he
had no intention but to seek redress for
the victims. He also called for the release
of Keut Saray, his return to freedom of
expression, human rights activist, and
defender, and that the court should drop
the charges to end this issue.

Mr. Moon Pich, a young man who
graduated from the US Military Academy,
wrote on his Facebook page that the
government should release Keut Saray,
and Keut Saray is not problem maker,
and this arrest will only complicate mat-
ters.

Social media users and other citizens
also demanded the release of Keut Saray,
saying the arrests were a violation of his
right to freedom of expression, a violation
of human rights and a cover-up for au-
thority atrocities.

Human rights and civil society groups
who are active in demanding social justice
are urging Hun Manet to release human
rights activist Keut Saray uncondition-
ally, saying the arrests are a threat to
constitutional freedom of expression.

Mr. Ny Sokha, President of the Hu-
man Rights and Development Association
(ADHOC), said that the authorities have
always threatened people, especially
human rights activists, it is contrary to
the human rights treaty. Mr. Sek Sokha,
acting president of local democracy also
have the same opinion as Ny Sokha,
President of the ADHOC, saying that
Cambodia is a democratic country that
respects the right to freedom of expres-
sion and human rights, and this arrest
proves to be a violation of human rights
and undemocratic.

Pen Bona, the government spokes-

man, and Plang Sophal, the spokesman
for the Phnom Penh Municipal Court,
did not answer questions from the media.

It should also be noted that the arrest
took place on April 5, 2024, with about
10 mixed authorities arrested Mr. Keut
Saray, President of the Khmer Intellec-
tual Students Association at his office in
Phnom Penh. Phnom Penh Municipal
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Court Charges with social security” and
“recurrence and social security”. The
allegations came after Mr. Keut Saray
visited land dispute victims in Sroyong
commune, Kulen district, Preah Vihear
province, who were evicted by govern-
ment forces and forced to defend their
land. Interview to the media, this case is
similar to Hun Sen CPP President who
sues Soeng Senkaruna, a senior ADHOC
official over his interview to The Cam-
bodia Daily regarding the CPP and suing
to Mr. Son Chhay, Vice President of the
Candlelight Party, demanding $ 1 million
in damages for defamation.

In this case, civil society urges the
government to fulfill its obligations,
respect human rights, democracy, respect
the constitution, stop using the judiciary
to threaten freedom of expression and
cause social unrest.
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politan Planning Organiza-
tion (MPO) will be held on
April 24,2024 at 2:00 PM.
NMMPO meetings are held
virtually via Zoom and in
person at 672 Suffolk Street,
Suite 100, Lowell, MA. The
full agenda and informa-
tion about the meeting will
be posted at www.nmcog.
org/calendar. The NMMPO
provides reasonable accom-
modations and/or language
assistance free of charge
upon request (including but
not limited to interpreters in
American Sign Language
and languages other than
English, open or closed
captioning for videos, assis-
tive listening devices and
alternate material formats),
as available. For assistance,
please contact Lesley Shah-
bazian at (978) 454-8021 or
at Ishahbazian@nmcog.org.
Requests should be made
for services requiring ac-

commodations.

(MPO) ShuTREelisiigs be
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Governor Healey Annouced Transformative
Economic Development Project in Lowell

Draper to anchor the development, bringing hundreds of jobs to Lowell region

LOWELL — Governor Maura T.
Healey announced a major milestone in
a transformative project that will bring
new housing, economic development,
technology jobs and workforce develop-
ment to downtown Lowell. The research
non-profit, Draper Laboratory (Draper)
will become an anchor tenant in the
Lowell Innovation Network Corridor
(LINC), a transformative public-private
partnership made possible by the leader-
ship of the University of Massachusetts
Lowell (UML), the UMass Building
Authority (UMBA) and the City of Low-
ell, with significant support from the
Healey-Driscoll administration.

The announcement was made at

Lt. Governor Kim Driscoll, UML Chancellor Julie Chen, Governor Maura Healey,
Congresswoman Lori Trahan, District #3
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UMass Lowell with Governor Healey,
Lieutenant Governor Driscoll, Congress-
woman Lori Trahan, Lowell City Man-
ager Thomas A. Golden, Jr., University
of Massachusetts President Marty Mee-
han, UMass Lowell Chancellor Julie
Chen, UMBA Executive Director Bar-
bara Kroncke, and Draper President and
CEO Jerry Wohletz.

The project is expected to generate
over $3.7 billion in economic activity
and create 2,000 permanent jobs over the
next decade. It will also create 1,300
construction jobs and result in nearly 500
units of new housing in Lowell, along
with several million dollars in new an-
nual property tax revenues to the City.

"This is nothing short of a transfor-
mational economic development project
for Lowell, the region, and Massachusetts.
The next great innovation hub is going
to be right here in Lowell," said Gover-
nor Healey. "The LINC will generate
billions in economic activity, create
thousands of jobs and hundreds of units

of urgently needed housing, and expand
workforce training for our students. We're
grateful for the partnership of Congress-
woman Trahan, the City of Lowell, and
the University of Massachusetts to make
this transformative project possible. We
welcome the addition of Draper to the
LINC Project and hope that other innova-
tors will see the incredible opportunities
here in Lowell."

"The LINC will have significant
impacts on Lowell's economic competi-
tiveness," said Lieutenant Governor Kim
Driscoll. "It will create more housing so
that students and workers can afford to
live here, bring new jobs to the area, and
make critical improvements to the UMass
Lowell campus to support the cutting-
edge, innovative work they are doing.
This administration is deeply committed
to Lowell's success and we are proud to
be working on this project with so many
dedicated partners."

"There has never been a better time
to call Lowell home. We've secured
unprecedented federal, state, and private
sector funding to position the Mill City
for a multi-billion dollar economic and
jobs boom over the next ten years," said
Congresswoman Lori Trahan. "Much of
that will be anchored in the Lowell In-
novation Network Corridor, which will
be home to cutting edge businesses like
Draper, leading R&D initiatives, and
hundreds of housing units. I'm proud to
have worked alongside the City of Low-
ell, UMass Lowell, the Healey-Driscoll
Administration, and industry to create a
public private partnership that will provide
investments in the LINC and downtown
so we can continue driving Lowell's
tremendous revitalization."

"We are thrilled to support this
transformational project in an important
Gateway City," said Secretary of Eco-
nomic Development Yvonne Hao. "The
Lowell Innovation Network Corridor will
ensure that we are creating big wins for
life sciences, climatetech, and other in-
novative industries not just in Greater
Boston, but across the state."

A cornerstone of the LINC will be
anew research building on UMass Low-
ell's East Campus that will be the future
home of Draper's microelectronics divi-
sion. This will result in hundreds of new
jobs being located in Lowell, and the
building will serve as an anchor to Mas-
sachusetts' next regional innovation hub.

Please see /26
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Governor Healey Annouced Transformative
Economic Development Project in Lowell

From Page 26

The Healey-Driscoll administration
has committed to working with the City
of Lowell and the University of Mas-
sachusetts to support this project with
available state funding. Final terms are
under development.

Healey touted the leadership of
UMass President Marty Meehan, UMass
Lowell Chancellor Julie Chen, UMBA
Executive Director Barbara Kroncke,
Draper President and CEO Jerry M.
Wohletz, and Lowell City Manager
Thomas A. Golden, Jr., saying she ex-
pected additional organizations would
be announcing expansion into university
and city facilities through the LINC
project in the coming months.

"Today has been a long time com-
ing," said University of Massachusetts

like Draper, UMass Lowell will be able
to dramatically scale up research around
aerospace, human performance, advanced
textiles, robotics, sensors and many
other sectors that will bring a diversity
of education and job opportunities to
Lowell."

"Our expansion to Lowell marks a
significant milestone in our mission to
drive innovation in Massachusetts and
across the U.S.," said Dr. Jerry M. Wohletz,
chief executive officer and president at
Draper. "We are grateful to Governor
Healey, her team, and the University of
Massachusetts-Lowell for their partner-
ship. Universities are engines of innova-
tion, with powerful ideas that the world
needs, but making those ideas real is no
small task. Draper is here to help with

Governor Healey shakes hand with Congresswoman Lori Trahan. Photo via
Governor Healey’s X (Twitter)

President Marty Meehan, an alumnus
and former chancellor of UMass Lowell,
who started the process of acquiring
property related to the LINC development
while chancellor and has remained ac-
tively engaged in those efforts as president.
"It takes patience, perseverance and vision
to turn initiatives like this from dream
to reality, and it is Governor Healey who
has provided the bold leadership to make
today happen. The combination of a
welcoming community like my hometown,
a world-class public university, and an
industry-leading employer like Draper
— all supported by strategic state invest-
ment — will bring enormous economic
benefits to the city of Lowell and its
residents."

"UMass Lowell has a wide range of
top-tier faculty expertise and we partner
with organizations across many different
industries," said Julie Chen, Chancellor
of UMass Lowell. "Thanks to the Heal-
ey-Driscoll administration and partners

mentorships, prototype testing and de-
velopment and opportunities for cus-
tomer collaborations that result in
fielded and deployed solutions."

Lowell City Manager Thomas A.
Golden, Jr. said the city is thrilled to
welcome Draper to Lowell and believes
the collaborative work with the univer-
sity on LINC will bring in more firms
who have connections to the university
and want to work closely with organiza-
tions like Draper.

"LINC will retain and attract profes-
sionals to Lowell as well as ramp up
economic development entertainment
and culture for Lowell residents,"
Golden said, adding that the city and
UMass Lowell are also planning infra-
structure improvements as more people
live and work in Lowell.

Visit https://www.lowell-inc.com/
to learn more about LINC and the stra-
tegic plans to drive economic development
in Lowell.
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Challenging The Misguided Proposal To
Legitimize Hun Manet's Hereditary

Appointment

As members of the Khmer Community, we

hereby protest and distance ourselves from the
proposal to “legitimize” what the United Nations
properly challenged as the “hereditary appointment” of Hun Manet as Prime
Minister by his father Hun Sen. We do not accept nor support Mu Sochua’s
misguided effort along those lines. The strategy of attempting to accommodate
with Hun Sen was tried many times over the past years with no success. That
failure was epitomized by Hun Sen’s rejection of the election results on
several occasions in the past, and most recently by his total elimination of
the viable political opposition parties in the run-up to the 2023 national elec-
tions, accompanied by his initiation of “Mass Criminal Trials” of opposition
leaders and other critics of the government.

Our attention and advocacy efforts, and those of the international com-
munity through such mechanisms as the Cambodia Universal Periodic Review
hearing scheduled before the Human Rights Council on 8 May 2024, need
to remain focused on challenging and protesting the Hun Sen/Hun Manet
regime’s extensive and long-standing human rights and democracy abuses.

Giving the Hun Sen/Hun Manet regime another chance to reject efforts
at accommodation in order to retain their power by eliminating meaningful
opposition and by rejecting effective change for Cambodia, is a failed strat-
egy that cannot be repeated.

Email: khmunity@savecambodia.org
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FOR IMMEDIATE PRESS RELEASE

Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation Condemns Arrest and Defrocking of
Venerable Thach Chanh Da Ra by Vietnamese Authorvities

WASHINGTON, D.C., 26 March 2024 The Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation (KKF)
cxpresses grave concern over the recent arrest and defrocking of Venerable Thach Chanh Da Ra, the
respected Abbot of Tro Nom Sek temple in Dai Tho hamlet, Long My village, Tam Binh District, Vinh
Long province, on March 26, 2024,

Venerable Thach Chanh Da Ra, while retuming from conducting a blessing at the Religious Hall in
Tong Hung hamlet, was arrested by Vietnamese authorities along with Mr. Kim Khiem. After many
hours of disappearance, the online newspaper of the Department of Intemal Security of Vinh Long
Provincial Police reports that Venerable Thach Chanh Da Ra and Mr. Kim Khiem are being detained
under the charge of "abusing democratic freedoms” (Article 331 of the Vietnamese Criminal Code), a
charge frequently used against Khmer-Krom activists, On the same day, Mr. Thach Ve Sanal was also
arrested under Article 157 for merely assisting in the defense of Tro Mom Sek temple when local gang
members attacked the emple on November 22, 2023

The background leading to this distressing incident dates back to December 3, 2023, when Vietnamese
authoritics and the Vietnam Buddhist Sangha (VBS) threatened 1o disavow Venerable Thach Chanh Da
Ra as a Buddhist monk. The Tro Mom Sck temple, a Khmer-Krom sanctuary, has been coerced into
VBS5 affiliation despite the commumity's deliberate decision to maintain autonomy and practice
Theravada Buddhism independently. The VBS failed to defrock Venerable Thach Chanh Da Ra due to
the resistance of the Khmer-Krom community because he did not violate any Buddhist rules. lronically,
The Vietnamese authoritics now arrest him and charge him with a different crime that he has not
committed. He merely exercises his right to freely advocate for the right to practice Theravada
Buddhizsm for his indigenous Khmer-Krom community.

We demand the immediate release of Venerable Thach Chanh Da Ra, Mr. Kim Khiem, and Mr. Thach
Ve Sanal and the dismizzal of all charges against them. Venerable Thach Chan Da Ra should be allowed
to be a Buddhist monk and continue leading his temple as the Abbot. The Vietnamese authorities must
respect the Khmer-Krom's right to practice their religion freely and without fear of persecution.

We implore the United Nations and intermational community 1o condemn the Vietnamese government’s
suppression of religious freedom, calling upon Vietnam to fulfill its obligations as a member of the
Human Rights Council and to demand respect for the autonomy and spiritual practices of the indigenous
Khmer-Krom community.
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Kem Sokha continues to deny that he
did not conspire with forelgn states to
overthrow the government as alleged

From Page 05

nicipal Court which decided to sentence
him to 27 years in prison for "treason."
She said that Mr. Kem Sokha claimed
to defend his innocence that he did not
conspire with foreigners as alleged.

ADHOC Human Rights Defenders
Yi Soksan, who attended the hearing,
said that the hearing on Wednesday,

April 3, debated three facts: first, Black
Monday, second, Pink and third Fist.
He said Kem Sokha still denied that he
had conspired with foreigners.

On March 3, 2023, the Phnom
Penh Municipal Court sentenced CNRP
president Kem Sokha to 27 years in
prison under house arrest for conspiring
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with a foreign state to overthrow Hun
Sen's government. Kem Sokha was
raided and arrested at home on the night
of September 3, 2017, and the CNRP
was dissolved by the Phnom Penh
Supreme Court on November 16, 2017.

Kem Sokha's case is proceeding
in the Court of Appeal today. The Court
of Appeal (center court) has decided
to hear the case only nine times and
will hold it twice a month every Thurs-
day morning, so far, the court has held
six hearings. The first on January 30,
the second on February 8 and the third
on February 22, the fourth on March
7 and the fifth on March 21 and the
sixth time on April 4, 2024.

With only three hearings left in
Kem Sokha's case at the Court of Ap-

peal, the verdict will be announced as
the outcome of the trial is expected to
be upheld by the Court of Appeal. That
if Mr. Kem Sokha continues to appeal
to the Supreme Court, the results will
not be different from the court, because
it is known that the Cambodian court
today is under the order of Mr. Hun
Sen.

The case of CNRP President Kem
Sokha is considered to be the longest
in the history of the trial in Cambodia,
and this issue has been criticized by
the publics as a case that is on the
political agenda rather than seeking
justice. The Cambodian judiciary has
always been seen as an institution that
is biased and serves the interests of the
ruling party.
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. m;LﬁULﬁh Afiswies Calls grow to repurpose land squandered in Cambodia’s concession pollcy

A g thie Lﬁ gLﬁ ity g A e agjat g by Gerald Flynn on 8 November 2023 swaths of Cambodia’s land by the coun-  land concessions has displaced thousands
e The mismanagement of large try’s elites under the policy of economic Please see /12
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