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International human rights organizations
say the law on Cambodia citizenship revo-
cation is a violation of international law

Not only that, but the law revoking nesty International. Because it causes
Khmer citizenship at birth, meaning those  people to have no real ethnic identity, no

born on Cambodian soil, is a violation of  land to live in (stateless), no right to live,

international law, according to the inter- no right to earn a living, no right to receive s I
national human rights organization Am- Please see /04 L Aw, L Lc
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The arrest warrants and today's raids are the result of the previ-
ous court order for Kok An, with 19 locations searched earlier
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The arrest warrants and today's raids are the result of the previ-
ous court order for Kok An, with 19 locations searched earlier
and assets worth over 1.17 billion baht seized

From Front Page

inspector-general, and Director of the
National Cybercrime Suppression
Centre, on Tuesday (July 15) at ap-
proximately 7.30am, received a report
from Pol Lt Gen Trairong Phiwphan,
Commander of the Technology Crime
Investigation Division (Cyber Police),
regarding a coordinated raid targeting
seven locations across Bangkok and
other provinces.

The raids were conducted with a
warrant issued by the Criminal Court
and were aimed at dismantling a
network linked to Kok An, a Cambo-
dian senator and close associate of
Cambodian Senate President Hun Sen.

The targeted properties include:

Residential property in Aranyaprathet
District, Sa Kaeo Province, owned by
Amphon (surname withheld), a member
of the 25-storey building management
team in Poipet, working with Juri,
daughter of Kok An.

Residential property in Nong Bon,
Prawet District, Bangkok, owned by
Phu Cherlin, daughter of Kok An.

Breadcrumb Ltd., in Seacon Square,
Nong Bon, Prawet District, Bangkok,
company operated by Juri.

CC Development TH Ltd., in Bang
Bamru, Bang Phlat District, Bangkok,
company owned by Juri.

Residential property in Ta Phraya
District, Sa Kaeo Province, belonging
to Wannida, a member of the 25-storey
building management team in Poipet,
working with Juri.

Residential property in Nong Bon,
Prawet District, Bangkok, owned by
Juri and Kittisak, her brother.

Empire Tower, 47th floor, in Yan
Nawa, Sathorn District, Bangkok, an-
other company owned by Phu Cherlin

The raids on Tuesday stemmed
from an earlier investigation by the
Cyber Police, who gathered evidence
and sought a court order to issue an
arrest warrant for Kok An.

On July 8, 2025, the Cyber Police
executed search warrants at 19 locations,
seizing assets valued at over 1.17 billion
baht.

Following these actions, the Cyber
Police continued their investigation,
leading to further evidence that re-
sulted in additional arrest warrants.

The Criminal Court issued arrest

warrants for Juri, Phu Cherlin, and Kit-
tisak, the son and daughters of Kok An.

They are accused of involvement in a
transnational criminal organisation.

Furthermore, the Department of
Provincial Administration under the
Ministry of the Interior has set up a
committee to investigate the matter,
particularly after the Cyber Police dis-
covered that the three individuals held
Thai national ID cards, which raised
suspicions of possible fraudulent activ-
ity.

Sources report that Thatchai and
the Cyber Police are scheduled to meet
with officials from the United States
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
to discuss expanding the investigation
into the call centre gang, of which Kok
An and his family are allegedly involved.
This collaboration could lead to the
issuance of an Interpol Red Notice.
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International human rights organizations
say the law on Cambodia citizenship revo-
cation 1is a violation of international law

Not only that, but the law revoking
Khmer citizenship at birth, meaning those
born on Cambodian soil, is a violation of
international law, according to the inter-
national human rights organization Am-
nesty International. Because it causes
people to have no real ethnic identity, no
land to live in (Stateless), no right to live,
no right to earn a living, no right to receive
health care, the right to register children,
to receive education, and to receive pub-

and culture, speaking and writing Khmer
script from birth.

This event comes just weeks after
opposition leader Sam Rainsy called on
Cambodians to take off their party shirts
and wear national shirts to show solidar-
ity with Hun Sen over the border dispute
with Thailand, but Hun Sen ignored him.

He said he would go and form a
national resistance front from the Thai
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lic benefits like other ethnic groups are
acts of racism against the Khmer people.
It was found that the actions and
conduct of the Royal Government led by
members of the Cambodian People's
Party, which uses the monarchy as a shield,
violate Article 15 of the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights, 1961 Conven-
tion. The 1961 Convention on the Reduc-
tion of Statelessness (ICCPR) is a treaty
that provides for the reduction of stateless-
ness in the United Nations which entered
into force on 23 March 1976, and the
Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination, which
entered into force on 4 January 1969.
According to the monitoring of the
political situation in Cambodia by some
Cambodian intellectuals, some people ask
why Hun Sen is rushing to amend the
constitution to enact a law to revoke
Khmer citizenship by birth from Cambo-
dian citizens born on Cambodian soil
from their ancestors as their homeland,
they have their own customs, traditions,

side, and even then said that Hun Sen was
angry with Thailand because Thai au-
thorities were conducting operations to
suppress criminal activities along the
border to disrupt the benefit of Hun Sen,
not a border dispute or Thai aggression.

For citizens of Khmer descent, see-
ing Hun Sen and his cronies increasingly
betraying Khmer interests, which could
lead to the elimination of the Khmer
people who own the land and let foreign-
ers to live on Khmer land to profit from
Cambodia's natural resources, there are
Vietnamese, Chinese, etc. Foreigners with
money who come to Cambodia to do
business actually buy Cambodian citizen-
ship to commit criminal activities. As for
Cambodians who see their country, their
society, rife with crime, a bad reputation
on the international stage, and who criti-
cize, lose their nationality of birth, becom-
ing homeless and without identity under
the rule of the Cambodian government
and foreigners.
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NATO Secretary-General Predicts

World War III Will Break Out If

China Invades Taiwan
By JINTAMAS SAKSORNCHAI and SOPHENG CHEANG

World War III could break out when
Chinese President Xi Jinping orders Chinese
troops to invade Taiwan, and then China's ally,
Russian President Vladimir Putin, will order

Russian troops to invade NATO countries.

This is the prediction of Mark Rutte,
Secretary General of NATO, quoted by the
New York Post on July 9, 2025.
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Mark Rutte says he believes Xi's ambi-
tions to seize Taiwan are strong, but Xi wants
to provoke a full-scale war in Europe when
Chinese troops invade Taiwan. The fact that
two major wars are breaking out simultane-
ously is an opportunity for Beijing to rely on
Russia to help China, with Russian troops,

attack NATO member countries.

Mark Rutte told The New York Times
that Xi and Putin could already agree on a
plan to create World War III because China
has great confidence in Putin pushing the war
in Europe, which would prevent the movement
of NATO troops to the Asia-Pacific and prevent
the movement of a large portion of American
troops if the United States had plans to help
Taiwan.

According to Mark Rutte, Putin is push-

ing Xi to help turn the war in Ukraine into a

new war in the Asia-Pacific, especially in the

case of Taiwan or the South China Sea.

It is remembered that before Russia's
war broke out in Ukraine on February 24,
2022, Putin went to Beijing. Putin went to
Beijing to attend the opening ceremony of the
Asian Olympics. Within days of Putin's return
from Beijing, more than 250,000 Russian
troops, with nearly 7,000 tanks, armored
vehicles, and artillery, surrounded Ukraine.
Finally, Russia decided to open its borders

and invade Ukraine, on Putin's orders.

It is said that the war caused by Putin's
invasion of Ukraine is no coincidence, because
it broke out after the meeting between Putin

and Xi in Beijing.

Last week, Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi made a warning in person to the
European Union's foreign policy chief, Kaja
Kallas. In Brussels, Wang Yi warned that
China will never let Russia lose the war in
Ukraine. According to the Chinese diplomat,
China does not want to see NATO move its

troops deeper into the Asia-Pacific.

US intelligence officials have warned
that China could invade Taiwan in 2027 if the
island does not agree to talks with Beijing to
reunify the territory with the Chinese Com-

munist Party.

Rutte warned that the world had also
seen what the Russian-Pacific alliance could
achieve through the developments in the war
in Ukraine, which has seen more than 12,000
North Korean soldiers deployed to aid Mos-
cow's invasion efforts, the war also saw
Moscow acquire Iranian-made drones and
North Korea, while the European Union has
also accused Chinese companies of supporting
Russia, such as helping to produce drones for

Russia.
Please see /10
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Thailand May Seek Interpol

Warrant for Hun Sen

July 15, 2025

by The Cambodia Daily

A senior Cambodian opposition
official has warned that Thai au-
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thorities could seek an Interpol red
notice for the arrest of Cambodian
People’s Party leader Hun Sen, if Thai
prosecutors move forward with
criminal charges against him.

Mu Sochua, deputy head of the
outlawed Cambodia National Rescue
Party, wrote on her official Facebook
page that Thailand’s cybercrime police
have launched an investigation into
leaked audio recordings of a phone
call between Hun Sen and suspended
Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn
Shinawatra. The probe follows a
formal complaint lodged by the op-
position Pheu Thai Party.

Mu Sochua alleged that the release

Please see /07
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GRAND OPENING OF
ADULT DAYCARE

INVITATION LETTER

| am honored to invite you and your
family to join us at the Grand Opening of
Arati Adult DayCare Center. Please see
the event information and agenda
below.

PROGRAM

On Saturday July 26, 2025.

9:30 AM Meeting with honorable
people near and far.

10:00 AM Worship the Triple Gem,
keep the precepts and make
offerings to the Sangha.

11:45 AM Ribbon cutting program

12:45 PM Venerable (Chyonto ) blesses

the elderly care center and Buddhists.

12:30 - 2:00 PM Speeches and cultural

events...

Address: 450 Chelmsford S1. Lowell,

MA 01831

Contact number: Kim Tien Ong,

(508) 333 - 2983 or (978) 873 - 1758




KHMERPOST USA

ISSUE 372, JUNE 19, 2025

Page.7

REANGAIG 011 nﬂfl_liiﬁmuﬁﬂ'ltiﬁjﬁlliﬁs

mitigsinin: g §i tunsndais
80 1 s AE ANA RSP AIPIILES
IR [ H18 T nﬁ'rﬁ[;ﬁfms
INGIMSAue mumﬁnsm:u

mpmiaifigrygnlis

mais:iglig)n v§ugme
I2g M u{AghsuNig MSuIda
AAN:AYMIGL Ru]edusmge
uEMIss thites st NGy
Asfnnamndmo ygruHnd
I TMSHF U N ANT AN
pIENALS T rulfajmn s misuiju

URYM NYRATGISYS

|

E;
i
'Gl"
N
!
|

Ejﬂjmnmi

th mesamsongmnighug-
BANNWMIAND N[ %
nin 80 grisufisfitang i
Sngumyws(Renimiunmsu
EOUHIN AT 0§ UTIHIYTA
(FBI) iy Apanmin{An
M UHI AN {NYNSEgs
fERsIANA A7 M8 RO {AEEA AN
WA ARINSIT GL'IUﬁ‘Téth
mAaNST ﬁémmm:rs:mﬁsﬁm
HUMIIGMIUGRGS NNy
1085 GrosusSith (Interpol) 1

UURRESANNIRATIE I ASA AR MS

Thailand May Seek Interpol

From Page 06

of the recording was an intentional
move by Hun Sen to damage the
political standing and reputation of
Thaksin Shinawatra, the former Thai
prime minister and father of Paetong-
tarn, who is currently facing legal
proceedings in Thailand.

She further claimed that the fall-
out from the leak has prompted the
Thai government to retaliate, targeting
prominent businessman Kok An, who
is widely believed to be a financial
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Warrant for Hun Sen

backer of Hun Sen. Kok An now
faces allegations of online criminal
activity and money laundering.

According to Mu Sochua, the
leaked recording has become the
basis for potential legal action against
Hun Sen in Thailand. Paetongtarn
Shinawatra has already been sus-
pended from office by the Thai Con-
stitutional Court while the matter is

Please see /09
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Thai authorities move to
clip the wings of Cambodia’s
casino kingpin

Many view the crackdown on online
scam kingpins as a welcome move, but
some argue it might never have happened
if the Shinawatras and the Huns hadn’t
fallen out.

LR [{R S

Funsth gomiuijwnysin:
1§

IMIIFUIRY CCIB msiin

mispnuisigaye s i
{pimstaiuTIth "{FRvmmi
BARANSYN: MUUE Mg

figiéfifoe

According to the Cyber Crime In-
vestigation Bureau (CCIB), from January
1 to July 9, 2025, Thailand recorded
175,477 online crime cases, averaging
919 cases per day.

Of'these, 31,107 were reported online
and 15,407 were filed directly with au-
thorities. The total financial damage is
estimated at 14.87 billion baht, with only

2% (approximately 295.8 million baht)
successfully frozen in time.

The most common scams were:

Online purchase fraud (56%)

Money transfer scams (26%)

Loan fraud (7%)

Other types of deception

Authorities noted that more than
80% of Thai victims were lured by net-
works based in Poipet, Cambodia, not
from minority-controlled areas of Myan-
mar as previously suspected.

In response, the CCIB launched a
nationwide crackdown, dubbed “Operation
Mule Account Takedown: Hunt for Cam-
bodian Financiers,” raiding 19 locations
across Bangkok, Samut Prakan, and
Chonburi in a coordinated effort to dis-
mantle mule account operations and trace

funding sources.

Thai authorities raided a residence
in a housing estate in Bang Phli district,
Samut Prakan, where an arrest warrant
had been issued for Kok An, the Cambo-
dian casino mogul and owner of the Crown
Casino Resort in Poipet.

Kok An, who controls multiple high-
rise casino towers—including a 25-storey
and an 18-storey building in Poipet—has
been accused of running a massive call
centre scam operation targeting Thai
citizens. He is now wanted for involve-
ment in a transnational criminal organisa-
tion and money laundering.

Thai police coordinated with the
Criminal Court to secure the search war-
rant and are now working with Interpol
to issue a red notice for Kok An and his
network.

Authorities are also preparing for a

joint meeting with the Anti-Money Laun-
Please see /09
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Thai authorities move to
clip the wings of Cambodia’s

From Page08

dering Office (AMLO) to seek the Attor-
ney-General’s approval for international
prosecution.

Kok An is widely known not only
as a powerful figure in Cambodia’s gam-
bling sector but also for his close ties to
Hun Sen, President of the Cambodian
Senate.

He is also reportedly connected to
Ly Yong Phat. Both men are considered
major revenue sources for the Cambo-
dian regime.

The raid in Bang Phli—believed to
be one of Kok An’s private residences—
has raised suspicions about Ly Yong Phat’s
own involvement. Authorities are now

casino kingpin

monitoring his Bangkok property for
possible links to the scam network.

From cigarette tycoon to casino boss

Originally from Hainan, China, Kok
An was raised in Phnom Penh. He first
made his fortune selling cigarettes, capi-
talising on the high demand among
Cambodians. His success enabled him to
expand into the lucrative casino business,
establishing Crown Casino in Poipet—one
of the closest gambling hubs to Thailand.
The resort's strategic location near the
Thai border made it especially popular
among Thai patrons, many travelling
directly from Bangkok.

Thailand May Seek Interpol

From Page 0

under review.

Thai media outlet Khaosod re-
ported on July 14 that the country’s
cybercrime police had submitted the
case file earlier this week to the pub-
lic prosecutor. The file concerns the
leaked telephone conversation between
Hun Sen and Paetongtarn Shinawatra.
Prosecutors are now said to be con-
sidering requesting an Interpol red
notice for Hun Sen’s arrest.

Sources cited by Khaosod said
the complaint was filed on June 20
by Somkid Chueakong, deputy sec-
retary-general for political affairs of
the Pheu Thai Party. The 50-page
submission accuses Hun Sen under
Section 116 of Thailand’s criminal
code, which covers offenses related
to national security, as well as provi-
sions of the country’s cybercrime laws.

Warrant for Hun Sen

Thailand’s cybercrime investiga-
tion chief, Siriwat Deepo, stated that
Thai law can apply to acts committed
either inside or outside the country,
whether by Thai nationals or foreign-
ers, so long as national security is
affected.

Thai attorney general’s office
spokesperson Sakasem Nitraiyok
confirmed that if there is sufficient
evidence, the case will be submitted
to court. If Hun Sen fails to appear in
response to a Thai court summons,
prosecutors may pursue his arrest
through Interpol.

The audio of the call between
Hun Sen and Paetongtarn Shinawatra
was originally recorded on June 15
and made public by Hun Sen himself
on June 18, after the recording had
already begun circulating online.



Page.10

e maw igs9e ie 552 giwowE

KHMERPOST USA

HUNNG

iGIme igmeastan Samifad
3 000IA)N INURAGIITH
fwins i dogs jegjauiyc
gl siag nwguRis
MEMIBENIGASIANA §F8

Bt m[gmﬁgrm wytAnN i f)

P

¢8 nynsmsipigrufwiins f

gefustiniciugiscie iym:
NI Mwat suinhmna

n&s Snrann sl 1s1&pniGain g

L4

R_o

Muf i uIYs (PY8MIgH
68 na Hin W ms{pwIsin
thrstsigimeysumsfgmi
SIUNMWUITE pf8 sutnm Nty
AR Kaja Kallas1 181§ {71
fistasry nn fin s ans'th
Gefsgyind mmeaipnuis
Fwipfis inGa1n muuys
migads jurs: Gsdssinim
AMFIFEUIENIUASESGUMS
tigristan sich sl g nszie

pRs{R oAy RsmigEsin
mUms{pesth Gsmeinnw
grutafi 8 isinngibobin (edsid
MHGHIS Qs'[pﬁg IgS GBIt &N
insiain rﬁtﬁttjm&ﬁmmnﬁq
frjsﬁrsjh?mmgwﬁﬁﬁgwﬁﬁg
efshy '

[N Rutte MIS{AENST
AaninafimsiSundmeig
tineuggBaied}-diaduln MG

fEB S Myt miligjis
rspinesifuiyns idumsidm

55 [ HELU MMM gaNAL...

Qunsrigii thi 9000
(RIS Ann widgyy wiing
ﬁagéﬁéLﬁnfLﬁnnigsmsmﬁ'j
§L'ﬁlhgﬁ.gi'1 s simsnd
inged $GUMSWFILNIAS
ﬁéﬁgt?’iﬁfﬁﬂjﬁn’iﬁtmwmsﬁj
fiih Sugrisinith ean:utnmn
fiv Amsimenuyisds thms
A{Fiad] gﬁm%:gmﬁn}ﬁ[ﬁs
rﬂajqﬁjl’j"l )

tigidgjetansimidwis
FIfNEIANA IANA Rutte 018
Sunwth hthmisimGikunm
gainnnnnginioaigs iiy]
9ﬁ;rpﬁgmjﬁmmﬁﬁmmfgysms
mﬁjgsﬁfgﬁrﬂﬁgmmgn
Gudtiu '

INA Rutte AMSAMINIG]
WIsauNARMGIUIEm 81
¢UANAMINNSMSivasGs is
sangadu)a frumsidmFnn
A I U H i g U mM{FA{IW
sohissgimimeiafis

s imitsapminmsg
PN Mark Rutte U fith {1783818
G msiusmidamints{sun:
iglingrm ciafis tnn 83 8h
grinhatglinn g&s I
rutigSgivaigs fnutana o5
mﬁémf\;t@ljmﬁﬁgésmgm[gm
iIsifiiy rhwhwisunimG §nl
westuninameg IiyfiGejriein
Savnmitdgruggnmg ity
rsnEISTfiu oIS i am

NATO Secretary-General Predicts
World War 111 Will Break Out If
China Invades Taiwan

From Page 05

But to prevent the risk of world war,
Rutte said it was necessary for NATO to
strengthen its forces to prevent Russia from

expanding its aggression further into Europe.

Rutte also called on Western countries
to unite and prevent Chinese aggression in
the Indo-Pacific, which has seen Beijing
conduct several large-scale military exercises

around Taiwan.

NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte
said that if China planned to launch an attack
on Taiwan, Xi would inform his ally Putin.
Xi may ask Putin to start a war in Europe by
attacking NATO member states to distract the
US and its NATO allies from the war in Europe.

Therefore, NATO and the US will not be able

to help Taiwan much.

Such a scenario is seen as potentially
leading to the outbreak of another world war
between nuclear powers, which many experts

agree is not far from reality.

Beijing and Moscow have strengthened
their alliance with the aim of toppling the

so-called world prime superpower.

China is seen as a staunch supporter of
Russia economically and politically, with its
open support for Russia's war against Ukraine.

China is a country that continues to buy oil

Please see /11
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NATO Secretary-General Predicts
World War I1I Will Break Out If

From Page 10

and gas from Russia, as well as increasing
trade with Russia, while Russia is under severe
sanctions from the West.

Retired Australian General Mick Ryan
told the Ukrainian newspaper Kyiv Indepen-
dent that if China decides to annex Taiwan as

its own territory by military force, China will

China Invades Taiwan

do its utmost to ensure that both Europe and
the United States must face various crises,
whether political, military, or economic.
Therefore, neither the United States nor NATO

can fully intervene in a war in Asia.

Cambodian Opposition Warns of Land, Citizen-
ship Grants to Relocated Vietnamese Families

July 15, 2025

by The Cambodia Daily

A senior member of Cambodia’s op-
position has raised concerns that the govern-
ment’s relocation of ethnic Vietnamese residents
from floating homes on the Tonle Sap lake to
land-based housing may result in these indi-
viduals receiving Cambodian land and poten-
tially even citizenship.

Speaking to The Cambodia Daily on
Monday, Candlelight Party parliamentarian

Um Sam An warned that Cambodian citizens
who have lost their nationality could see both
their land and citizenship transferred to ethnic
Vietnamese families living in the country
without legal status.

m Sam An expressed skepticism over
the government’s decision to move ethnic
Vietnamese residents, many of whom live
illegally on floating structures, to land settle-
ments and allocate them social land conces-
sions. He noted that the relocation comes at
a time when parliament is amending laws that
could strip certain Cambodians of their citizen-
ship.

He suggested the government’s actions
may be a deliberate move to deprive stateless
Cambodians of land rights, making way for
ethnic Vietnamese residents to acquire both
land and nationality. Under Cambodian law,
individuals who lose their citizenship also
forfeit legal rights to own land.

This is not the first time the government

has provided land to Vietnamese families. In

a previous initiative, 40 hectares of land and
housing were granted to Vietnamese residents
in Kampong Chhnang province. However,
authorities have not announced any addi-
tional land grants for Vietnamese nationals at
this time.

On July 10, Prime Minister Hun Manet
signed a directive establishing a new commis-
sion to address issues surrounding floating
homes and fish farming structures on the
Tonle Sap lake. The directive, made public
on Sunday, targets five provinces surrounding
the lake.

The second article of the directive outlines
13 strategic principles. The first calls for the
development of medium and long-term plans
to relocate floating homes onto land. Article
six mentions the allocation of social land
concessions and the development of necessary
infrastructure. Article eight refers to enforce-
ment measures against illegal immigrants
currently living on the water, in line with
Cambodian immigration law.

Responding to the announcement, Cam-
bodian Watchdog Council president Man Nath
told The Cambodia Daily that the relocation
of floating homes, many occupied by un-
documented ethnic Vietnamese, and the
provision of social land reflect long-standing
requests from the Vietnamese government.

According to Man Nath, Vietnamese
leaders have repeatedly urged Cambodian
authorities to legalize the status of undocu-
mented Vietnamese residents and to improve
their living conditions.

Back in late 2019, then former Prime
Minister Hun Sen organized a similar reloca-
tion project in Kampong Chhnang province,
relocating over 4,500 families from floating
homes to land-based housing. Of these, more
than 2,300 were ethnic Vietnamese families,
representing a population of over 10,000
people. The remainder included Cambodian
and Khmer-Islam families.

This latest initiative revives concerns
about land ownership, national identity and
immigration, issues that remain highly sensi-

tive in Cambodia’s political landscape.
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Cambodia to Enforce Military
Conscription Law 1n 2026

July 15, 2025

by The Cambodia Daily

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun
Manet has announced that the country
will begin enforcing its military con-
scription law starting in 2026. The
law, passed in 2006 but never imple-
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mented, will now be revised to reflect
Cambodia’s current political and
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social context.

Speaking on July 14 in Kampong
Chhnang province during the 32nd
anniversary of the Royal Cambodian
Armed Forces’ elite unit, Hun Manet
said the revised law will focus on
extending the conscription period to
up to 24 months to ensure effective
training and readiness of conscripted

soldiers.

Hun Manet stated that implement-
ing the law would allow Cambodia
to strengthen its troop numbers across
all military units and improve the
selection process for professional
soldiers. He emphasized that enforce-
ment has become necessary, noting
that although the law was drafted
nearly two decades ago, it has never
been put into practice.

The Prime Minister added that
once in effect, the law will also give
Cambodia the capacity to mobilize
trained conscripts to support the pro-
fessional military during times of
national emergency or security threats.

Soeng Senkaruna, head of the
Australia-based Khmer Democracy
Organization, welcomed the announce-
ment. He said the law should have
been implemented long ago, citing
continued concerns over neighboring
countries allegedly harboring territo-
rial ambitions against Cambodia. He
added that conscription could play an
important role in strengthening the
country’s defense capacity.

The 2006 military service law
consists of six chapters and 18 articles.
It mandates that all Cambodian citi-
zens, male and female, aged between
18 and 30, are required to serve in the
military for 18 months. For women,
participation remains voluntary under
the principle of personal choice.

The government has not yet de-
tailed when the legal revisions will
be finalized or how implementation
will be rolled out nationwide.
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Cambodia and Vietnam Sign Military
Friendship Agreement

June 24, 2025

by The Cambodia Daily

The Royal Cambodian Army has
announced that Cambodia and Vietham
have signed a memorandum of friend-
ship aimed at strengthening bilateral
ties and enhancing military coopera-
tion between the two nations.

According to a statement published
on June 22 by the Cambodian Army’s
official Facebook page, the agreement
was signed between Cambodia’s 70th
Infantry Brigade and Vietnam’s 301t
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Infantry Division, along with the
Hanoi Capital Command. The signing,
it said, was conducted with the ap-
proval of Cambodia’s Ministry of
National Defence and the Command-
er-in-Chief of the Royal Cambodian
Armed Forces.

The ceremony took place during
a joint meeting held from June 18 to
June 20 in Hanoi, Vietnam. The Cam-
bodian delegation was led by Lieuten-
ant General Hem Tha, commander of

the 70th Infantry Brigade.

Vietnamese state media in Hanoi
reported that following the meeting,
the two sides issued a joint statement
outlining ten guiding principles for
cooperation. These include principles
of military friendship, frameworks for
engagement, formation of working
groups, evaluation and summary of
results, duty assignments, mutual
responsibilities, conflict resolution,
provisions for revising or terminating
the memorandum, information confi-
dentiality, and implementation effec-
tiveness.

Beyond the formal signing, Viet-
nam’s Deputy Minister of National
Defence also held a working discussion
with General Vong Pisen, Command-
er-in-Chief of the Royal Cambodian
Armed Forces. Talks focused on
deepening unity, enhancing friendship
and expanding practical cooperation
between the armed forces of both
countries.

This development follows a pre-
vious agreement signed on November
24, 2024, in which Cambodia and
Vietnam committed to strengthening
joint defence cooperation over a five-
year period from 2025 to 2029. Under
that agreement, both countries pledged
to work together on political coordina-
tion, governance and security manage-
ment, joint border protection, informa-
tion sharing on transnational crime,
and mutual support on regional and
international issues.
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Cambodia Says Troops on Standby Amid
Rising Thai Border Tensions

July 15, 2025

by The Cambodia Daily

Cambodia’s Defence Minister Tea Seiha
says the country still has sufficient forces ready
to deploy to the Thai border in the event of
further escalation, amid growing tensions
between the two neighbours.

Speaking on July 15 during a ceremony
welcoming the return of Cambodian peace-
keepers from the Central African Republic,
Tea Seiha stated that Cambodia will not
withdraw its troops or heavy weapons from
the border unless Thailand does the same and
restores the situation to what it was before
June 7.

He said Thai forces have yet to fully
reopen border checkpoints or withdraw their
own troops and equipment from conflict zones.
As long as that remains the case, Tea Seiha
insisted, Cambodia will maintain its own

deployments in place.
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The Defence Minister added that more
troops are on standby, prepared to be sent to

the front lines if necessary to defend Cambo-

to be amended to reflect the country’s current

needs and security situation, especially in light

of ongoing border tensions with Thailand.
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dian territory.

On July 14, Prime Minister Hun Manet
announced plans to begin enforcing Cambodia’s
long-dormant military conscription law start-
ing in 2026. He said the law would first need
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Defence Ministry spokesperson Chhum
Socheat told local media that all military units
remain on alert and committed to defending
the country’s territorial integrity at any cost.

Also addressing the issue during the
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32nd anniversary of Cambodia’s Royal Gen-
darmerie, Hun Manet called on Thailand to
respect previous agreements between the two
countries and to cease aerial surveillance
activities, including the use of drones over
Cambodian territory.

He said mutual trust between border
forces requires reciprocal respect and adher-
ence to agreed protocols, particularly regard-
ing border crossing points and troop movements.
He urged both sides to halt any provocative
actions, especially the deployment of drones
into Cambodian territory.

The latest flare-up in border tensions
began on May 28 after Thai soldiers alleg-
edly launched a surprise attack on a Cambo-
dian military post at Mom Bei in Preah Vihear
province, killing one Cambodian soldier.

Since June 23, land border crossings
between the two countries have operated ir-
regularly, contributing to the ongoing strain.
In response, Cambodia has filed a case with
the International Court of Justice over four
disputed sites: Ta Moan Thom, Ta Moan Toch,

Ta Krabei and the Mom Bei area.
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plain to the public why Thai soldiers dug
trenches at Ta Moan Thom Temple

Opposition lawmakers are asking
Prime Minister Hun Manet to answer
to Cambodian citizens nationwide why
the Cambodian government is allowing
Thai soldiers to dig trenches (trenches)
at Ta Moan Thom Temple without any
restrictions.

Senior opposition party official Um
Sam An wrote on his Facebook page
on July 16 that the Ta Moan Thom
temple belongs to Cambodia, while the
government also claimed that it had
filed a lawsuit against the Ta Moan
Thom temple to the International Court
of Justice (ICJ), but why are Thai sol-

o

FRIUONENS ((PREY) IVATHUNS

diers digging directly at the foot of Ta
Moan Thom Temple now, without any
prohibition from the Cambodian gov-
ernment?

Mr. Um Sam An said that accord-
ing to the 2000 Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU 2000), neither side
is allowed to build any solid structures
or do anything new in the disputed area
while Cambodia dug a trench in the
Mom 3 area, the Thai side protested
until Cambodia removed the trench and
withdrew its troops from the area.

He said that such Thai actions show
serious contempt for the Cambodian
government, which can do anything it
wants, and also show the weakness of

Hun Manet's leadership because Thai-
land dared to shoot and kill Cambodian
soldiers and dared to take the Buddha
statue and place it in the Ta Moan Toch
temple, and continuously provoked
trouble against Cambodia.

The opposition official called on
the Cambodian government to ur-
gently file a complaint with the Inter-
national Court of Justice regarding the
four regions, such as the law on the
removal of Cambodian citizenship at
birth that the Senate recently approved
while, the Cambodian Ministry of For-
eign Affairs has also sent diplomatic
notification to Thailand, demanding that
the trenches be stopped.

Mr. Um Sam An stated that accord-
ing to the map annexed to the 1907
Franco-Siamese Treaty and the border
posts set by France, Cambodian terri-
tory is located more than one kilometer
beyond Ta Moan Thom Temple, which
means this 1 kilometer of land is the
land that Thailand has unilaterally
mapped and occupies today.

A video clip of over 2 minutes
shows the construction of a solid struc-
ture to serve as a trench (straight line)
for Thai soldiers at the foot of Ta Moan
Thom Temple, using newly-minted
earthmoving machinery such as excava-
tors, budozers, and large trucks used to
transport soil to bury tires that are piled
up there.

To build this new trench, Thai
soldiers used a rectangular trench made
of cement, about 2 meters high, sur-
rounded by a pile of tire casings filled
with new soil, strong enough to accom-
modate about 100 soldiers.

On July 1, Hun Manet said that the
Ta Moan Thom, Ta Moan Toch, Ta
Krabey temples and Mom 3 area are
uncontested areas awaiting resolution
by the International Court of Justice,
no party has the right to unilaterally
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Raids on gambling tycoon Kok An
heighten Thai-Cambodia rift

BANGKOK — Relations between
Thailand and Cambodia have taken a
serious turn for the worse following
coordinated raids by Thai police on
properties linked to Cambodian
Senator and gambling magnate Kok
An, a close associate of Senate

President Hun Sen.

The raids, carried out Tuesday in
19 different locations, led to the seizure

of luxury cars and more than 27 mil-
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lion baht (about 830,00 euros), as part
of'a wider operation aimed at disman-
tling transnational cyber fraud networks.

Thai officials have issued an arrest
warrant for Kok An — known as the
"Godfather of Poipet" — accusing him
of orchestrating scams involving Thai
and Singaporean bank accounts, fake
police stations in Cambodian casinos,

and extortion tactics using imperson-

ators, some of them former officers.

According to Benedikt Hofmann,
acting representative of the United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC) in Bangkok, quoted by
“Nikkei Asia”, the operation marks
“a significant development” in the
fight against cross-border criminal

networks active in the Mekong basin.

The Cambodian government has
condemned the raids, calling them
politically motivated.

Interior Ministry spokesman Touch
Sokhak accused Thailand of attempt-
ing to deflect attention from its do-
mestic political crisis and a recent
alleged military incursion into Cam-
bodian territory that resulted in a
soldier’s death.

The raids come amid heightened
tensions over longstanding border
disputes and the controversial release
of a leaked recording involving Thai
Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawa-
tra, suspended following the incident.

Kok An, 71, is one of Cambodia’s
wealthiest and most politically con-
nected businessmen. His assets span
gambling, real estate, energy, and
consumer goods. His daughter, Juree
Khlongkijjakol — linked to one of the
raided Bangkok villas — is reportedly

overseas. (Agenzia Nova)
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Cambodian Defense Minister says there is no shortage
of soldiers to fight Thailand, as Prime Minister
announces implementation of military conscription law

Minister of National Defense
Tea Seiha claims that Cambodia has
no shortage of troops to send to defend

its territory or oppose invasion from
Thailand and that Cambodia will not
withdraw its troops and heavy weapons

BUISMIMIC A,

amtea uie sitiation along the border
returns to normal.

Speaking at the homecoming cer-
emony of the blue beret troops who
completed their peacekeeping mission
in Central Africa on the morning of
July 15, 2025, Mr. Tea Seiha said as
long as Thailand does not withdraw its
troops and heavy weapons from the
war-confronting areas in advance and
does not reopen all borders as normal
as before June 7, 2025, the Cambodian
side will not withdraw its troops and
heavy weapons.

Mr. Tea Sieha affirmed med that
Cambodia still has many more troops
that are planned to be sent to the front-
line border to defend its territory and
resist Thai aggression.

On 14 July, Prime Minister Hun
Manet announced that Cambodia will

begin implementing a law on military

conscription for all Cambodian
citizens starting in 2026. He said that
Cambodia also needs to amend the law
on military conscription to make this
law appropriate to the current situation
in Cambodia and amidst the tension of
the Cambodian-Thai border conflict.

Many Cambodians have seen the
process of conscripting male soldiers
aged 18 to 30 to serve a minimum of
18 months in the military under Article
2. And Article 4, Chapter 2 of the Law
on Military Obligation, both single and
dual nationals may face injustice and
inequality:

» First, the children of wealthy,
wealthy people will not allow their
children to become soldiers to die de-
fending their lands;

* Second, those who are first to
be conscripted in the army are poor
Cambodian children and migrant work-
ers who returned to their homeland
after the border dispute between Cam-
bodia and Thailand;

* Third, it is a good opportunity
to bribe people to earn money from
military service evaders or to buy iden-
tity cards of any office unit of the
Royal Cambodian Armed Forces be an
intelligence agent still in the city or use
your own resources to send your children
to study abroad.

» These experiences have been
observed to occur in almost every
country, especially Cambodia, since
ancient times.

However, Ministry of Defense
spokesman General Chhum Socheat
told local media that all forces or sub-
ordinate soldiers are ready and determined

Please see /23
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Thai court suspends Paetongtarn
Shinawatra over leaked phone call

BANGKOK -- Thailand's Con-
stitutional Court on Tuesday sus-
pended Prime Minister Paetongtarn
Shinawatra in the latest backlash to
a leaked recording of a phone call
with Cambodia's Hun Sen, throwing
Thailand further into political tur-
bulence.

In its meeting on Tuesday, the
court decided to accept a petition
filed last month by 36 senators seek-
ing Paetaongtarn's removal. The
senators said her handling of the
phone call -- in which she refers to
a Thai army commander as an "op-
ponent" -- showed a lack of respon-
sibility and integrity, and put the
country's sovereignty at risk.

She will be suspended until the
court reaches the final decision on
the case, effective Tuesday.

According to a statement released
by the Constitutional Court, the nine
judges unanimously agreed to accept
the petition, and seven agreed to
suspend Paetongtarn from her duties
as prime minister.

The court said that although all
the facts have not yet been proved,
the country could face severe danger
if it allows Paetongtarn to continue
acting as prime minister and decid-
ing crucial issues.

"The court, then, orders the ac-
cused person not to exercise her
power on the issues of security,
international affairs and fiscal issues
until the court reaches a verdict."

Speaking to reporters after the
court decision, Paetongtarn apolo-
gized to the public over the leaked
call.

"I assure you that what I said
in the audio clip has come from my
1ntent10n to protect the country's

Proteé‘[ers gather at the Vlctory Monument n Bangkok on June 28, calhng for
Prime M1n1§’cer Paetongtarn Sh1nawatra to r651gn (Photo by Suzu Takahashl)

sovereignty, and to save the lives of
our soldiers," given the border dis-
putes between the two nations.
"However, the way I did it might be
unpleasant for some Thai people,
and I apologize for that," she said.

"From now on, I will still con-
tinue to do my duty as a Thai person,
although I cannot do my duty as
prime minister."

The leaked audio forced Pae-
tongtarn into a corner, especially
after a key party left the ruling coali-
tion two weeks ago.

On Saturday, anti-government
protestors gathered in a central
Bangkok neighborhood, with police
estimating the crowd at more than
30,000. The demonstrators de-
manded Paetongtarn's resignation
and asked coalition parties to with-
draw from the government.

According to an opinion poll of
2,500 people conducted June 19-25
by Thailand's National Institute of
Development Administration, 9%
said Paetongtarn was the most suit-
able prime minister, down from 31%
in the previous survey in March.
Results of the latest poll were released
on Sunday.

Paetongtarn, 38, was elected as
prime minister last August after her
predecessor, Srettha Thavisin, was
removed from office by the Consti-
tutional Court over a cabinet ap-
pointment that was ruled unconsti-
tutional.

Her suspension comes with the
country's economy slowing, with
Thailand having not concluded
tariff talks with the U.S. and with
the core tourism sector slumping as
the number of Chinese visitors plum-
mets.
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Amid border dispute, Thailand
goes after Cambodian tycoon
over alleged cyber scam ties

James Reddick/The Record
July 16th, 2025

Thai police raided seven properties
on Tuesday allegedly connected to a
prominent Cambodian senator and tycoon
accused of involvement in the online
scamming industry.

The raids were the latest action
taken against the politically connected
businessman, Kok An, amid a deepen-
ing diplomatic row between Cambodia
and Thailand that began over a border

3
=
=
£t
@,
Q2
o
-
=
E
=
=
o

n
An M8 luthyeasis{ny
HGHJSL?E]JImghLﬁhId*ILﬁf{'iﬁ
Jﬁg‘ihrﬁnfnm;’m'sﬁﬁ‘jnyt[,ms
nafdi IIwmsmautgaia
Sn1egaig i ndsusigith# Interpol
IGMIGRGS NNty
MItITG 8T

misuRmiARGgmSNsmInnD
th mudigé ¢ feagin Groe
IBMSNWHAHGIISFN[GS8 98

o o al

fnIglgNiGlo

spat and has led to the suspension of
Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shi-
nawatra.

According to the Bangkok Post,
police raided two houses in Sa Kaeo
province belonging to two women who
authorities say help manage a high-rise
scam compound in the Cambodian
border city of Poipet. The compound
is run by one of Kok’s daughters, Juree
Khlongkijjakol, the authorities allege.

Police also raided two offices and
a house in Bangkok allegedly con-
nected to Juree, as well as an office and
residence tied to her sister, Phu Chelin.
On Monday, police issued arrest war-
rants for Kok’s daughters and his son,
who they identified as Kittisak, for their

alleged involvement in transnational
crime.

They issued an arrest warrant
earlier in July for Kok — the owner of
a cluster of properties in Poipet, includ-
ing Crown Casino Resort — and an-
nounced that they would ask Interpol
to issue a Red Notice for his detention.

On July 8, Thai police raided 19
properties allegedly connected to Kok’s
scam network and seized assets worth
more than $33.8 million, the Bangkok
Post reported.

Since tensions escalated between
the two countries over a disputed border
area in late May, the Thai government
has stepped up criticisms of the cyber
scamming industry in Cambodia and
closed its border under the pretense of
protecting the country from transna-
tional crime.

On Sunday, Cambodian Senate
President and former Prime Minister
Hun Sen hit back at the accusations.

“I urge Thai politicians to stop
blaming Cambodia without evidence,
while turning a blind eye to their own
country, which has become a haven for
scam syndicates, drug traffickers, and
money-laundering networks,” he said
on social media.

Amnesty International recently
released a scathing report about the
scamming problem in Cambodia, iden-
tifying more than 50 compounds oper-
ating in the country and interviewing
survivors who were trafficked into the
facilities and forced to carry out scams.

Influential businesspeople with
close ties to the ruling Cambodian
People’s Party have been implicated in
the industry, including an advisor to the
prime minister who was sanctioned by
the U.S. Treasury Department in Sep-
tember over human rights abuses.
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US Warship to Make Historic Port Call at Cam-
bodia’s Ream Naval Base in August 2025

June 27, 2025

by The Cambodia Daily

The United States is preparing for a
landmark visit by its Secretary of Defense
to Cambodia in August 2025, during which
a US Navy warship is expected to dock
at the Ream Naval Base for the first time.

In a statement released on June 26
by the US Embassy in Phnom Penbh, it
was confirmed that Andrew Byers,
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense
for South and Southeast Asia, will travel
to Cambodia to meet with senior officials
from the Ministry of National Defense
and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. These

o\

meetings will lay the groundwork for the
upcoming official visit of the US Secretary
of Defense.

During his discussions with Cambo-
dian counterparts, Andrew Byers high-
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misus Wall Street Journal
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lighted plans for the high-level visit, which
is scheduled to take place in August 2025.
He noted that, as part of the visit, a US
Navy ship will make a port call at Cam-
bodia’s Ream Naval Base, marking the
first such visit by an American naval
vessel to the facility.

Since the formal inauguration of
Ream Naval Base in early April 2025,
Cambodia has allowed multiple foreign
warships to dock at the facility. These
include vessels from Japan, Vietnam,
Russia and China.

The anticipated arrival of a US war-
ship comes amid ongoing international
scrutiny over the strategic use of the Ream
base. In July 2019, US newspaper The
Wall Street Journal reported that Cambo-
dia and China had signed a secret military
agreement. Citing anonymous sources,
the report alleged that the deal granted
China exclusive access to the naval base
for a period of 30 years, with the option
to renew every 10 years.

The Wall Street Journal also re-
ported that the agreement permitted
China to station military personnel, store
weapons and allow Chinese warships to
dock at the base.

The Cambodian government has
repeatedly denied the existence of any
exclusive agreement with China, insisting
that the base is open to all nations and is
part of the country’s effort to modernize
its naval capabilities.
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Cambodian Defense Minister says there is no shortage
of soldiers to fight Thailand, as Prime Minister
announces implementation of military conscription law

From Pagel8

to defend the integrity of the territory
at any cost.

Sources from Cambodian citizens
who remember the events of July 5-6,
1997, know that the coup that ousted
Prince Norodom Ranariddh used mer-
cenaries from Vietnam, American
journalist Nate Thayer wrote an article
reporting that Hun Sen used tycoon
Theng Bunma to obtain 100 kilograms
of gold from Hong Kong to pay for the
incident.

Speaking at a ceremony celebrating
the 32nd anniversary of the establish-
ment of the Royal Cambodian Military
Police, Hun Manet told the Thai side
to respect what had been achieved to-
gether by stopping patrols and the
launching of drones over Cambodian
territory.

Hun Manet said that in order for

the frontline armies of the two countries
to have confidence in each other, they
need to respect each other according to
negotiated preconditions, especially the
opening of border crossings and troop
mobilization. He said that all activities
should be suspended and asked to be
suspended, especially patrols and the

launching of drones into Cambodian
territory.

The Cambodian-Thai border dispute
escalated after the incident on May 28,
2025, when Thai soldiers raided and
opened fire on a Cambodian army trench,
killing a Cambodian soldier in the Mom
Bei area of Preah Vihear province. And

has led to the irregular opening and

closing of land border gates since June
23,2025. Cambodia has filed a complaint
against Thailand with the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) on four points:
Ta Moan Thom Temple, Ta Moan Toch
Temple, Ta Krabei tTemple, and the
Mom Bei area.
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50,000 Monthly / 600,000 Annually v S
Plus additional exposure in our online KhITIEIP DSII USA KHMERPOSTUSA.COM
editions at khmerpostusa.com

2025PRINTING SCHEDULES

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2025

r 3
ADVERTISING RATES AND SIZES
All ads are printed in Full Color
Ad Size (WxH)
Full Inside (10" widex 13"tall) ....$ 552.00 Full Back Page (10" wide x 13"tall) . . ....... $ 1000.00
1/2(10" widex65"tall) ........... 375.00  Front Page 1/2 (10" wide x6.5"tall) .......... 1000.00
1/4 (5" widex6.5"tall) . ........... 200.00  Front Page 1/4 (5" widex6.5"tall) ............ 620.00
1/8 (5" widex 3.25"tall) ........... 125.00 Front Page 1/8 (5" wide x 3.25"tall) ........... 350.00
Business Card (3.5" wide x 2" tall) ...75.00 Front Page Business Card (3.5" wide x 2" tall) . . . 200.00
Your ad is also published in our online editions of the newspaper at khmerpostusa.com
2025 PRINTING DATES
4 N
Advertising deadlines are 5 business days
prior to printing date.

January 30 Thursday July 7 Monday
March 10  Monday August 1 Friday

April 11 Friday September 1 Monday
May 9  Friday October 3 Friday

June 6  Friday November 1 Saturday

L December 1 Monday y
MONTHLY

DISTRIBUTION
70+ Locations in Lowell, MA = 7,000 copies
25 Locations In Lynn & Revere, MA « 1,000 coples
25 Locations in Providence & Cranston, RI = 2,000 copies
Additional distribution online

CONTACT INFO

Khmer Post USA » P.O. Box 8848 *» Lowell, MA 01853

Khmer Post USA
Tel: 978.677.7163 » Fax: 978.677.7092

Distribution Locations Include:

Households = Markets = Retail Businesses Email: khmerpnstusa@gmail.mm
Restaurants = Office Buildings = Government Offices www.khmerpostusa.com
Chamber of Commerce « Budghist Temple
Laundromats * And Much More M%Tﬁsﬁﬂmw&m
and Greater Marrimack Valley Convenfion and Wsitors Buraau
Follow us Subscribe Follow us
@KhmerPostUSA @KhmerPostUSA @KhmerPostUSA
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