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Thai Military Claims Air At-
tacks in Five-Day War as Cam-
bodia Insists It Is the Victim

Thailand’s military has told ASEAN observers that - NN
during five days of fighting along the border, it came
under air attack from Cambodian forces. The Thai side
said this prompted it to launch counterstrikes before hos-
tilities ended shortly before midnight on July 28, 2025.

Thailand’s Khaosod newspaper pub- Please see /09 -
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Lowell, Massachusetts, Recognized as the First U.S. Banteay Meanchey provincial administration warns Thai

“Frontrunner Clty” 1n Urban Transfomlatlon not to issue land titles that aﬂ‘ect. C&H].bOdlan SOV.ereﬁ!.gnty
LOWELL, Mass.--(BUSINESS  been officially designated the first The Banteay Meanchey provincial —can issue property titles to its citizens,

WIRE)--Lowell, Massachusetts has Please see /05 administration claims that the Thai side Please see /11
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Thailand warns of legal action against Cam-
bodians who remove barbed wire, while
Cambodia says it is a ceasefire violation

The acting Thai Minister of Na-
tional Defense has warned of legal
action against Cambodians who dis-
mantled barbed wire against Thai troops
in Sok Sang village, O Bei Choan
commune, O Chrov district, Banteay
Meanchey province while the Cambo-
dian Ministry of National Defense
considers the barbed wire activities by
the Thai military to be a violation of

Thailand Acting Defense Minister
Nattaphon Narkphanit

the ceasefire.

Thailand's The Nation newspaper
quoted Acting Defense Minister Nat-
taphon Narkphanit as saying on August
26 that the Thai military security has
been tightened along the border in Nong

Chan village in Sa Kaeo province after
Cambodian protesters attempted to tear
down a barbed wire fence that the
military had set.

Natthaphon Nakphanit claims that
the Thai army has added barbed wire
to prevent Cambodian civilians from
entering Thai territory and to avoid
repeated incidents. This legal action
can be taken by the military, provincial
authorities, or other relevant institutions.

Speaking at a press conference on
August 26, Cambodian Ministry of
National Defense spokesperson Maly
Socheata considered the barbed wire
activity by the Thai military to be a
violation of the ceasefire and the 2000
Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU2000), including serious viola-
tions of the spirit of the agreement
reached at the recent extraordinary
meeting of the Regional Border Com-
mittee (RBC).

The spokesperson stated that all
disputes related to border issues, Cam-
bodia is committed to resolving them
by the Joint Border Committee (JBC)
of the two countries, in accordance with
the 2000 Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MOU2000).

Regarding this issue, hundreds of
Cambodians told local media on August
26 that Thai troops entered and laid
barbed wire in Chol Chey village, O
Bei Choan commune, O Chrov district,
Banteay Meanchey province on Monday
but it failed due to citizen protests.

The same source claimed that on
Tuesday, the Thai army tried to spread
the barbed wire again, but failed again.
Since Monday night, they have been
camping and guarding the location
where the Thai army attempted to spread
the barbed wire. Tonight, they will
continue to lie in wait at this location.

On August 25, Dr. In Sophal, a
political science expert, wrote on his
Facebook account, linking to a UN map,
that the Nong Chan camp is located on
Cambodian territory, adjacent to the

Please see /24
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ROCKLAND TRUST" | 2ANK

Building Strong Community Relationships Since 1907

Community Spotlight

Happy Hope Foundation

Our team is proud to support Happy Hope Foundation
in their mission to bring joy and comfort to children facing
tough times by delivering bright, cheerful care packages
filled with fun and hope.

In 2024 our colleagues helped 4,000 families by
assembling Happy Hope Bags with creative activities

and comfort essentials.

Visit your nearest branch or RocklandTrust.com
to learn more.

ROCKLAND TRUST |BANK
Where Each Relationship Matters®

Member FDIC
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living under the brutality of the Thai military

A Cambodian American singer/
songwriter who has been living in
Cambodia wrote a heart wrenching
letter about how her family survived
the Thai’s Army cruelty after having
fled Cambodia in 1979 when Pol Pot
era ended.

Read her letter below:

Laura Mam writes:

I wanted to take the time to write

this post because it is deeply per-
sonal. It carries the weight of my
family’s lived experience and a pain-
ful part of our nation’s past, which
now echoes into our present.

I begin not with politics, but with
a personal truth, a piece of my fam-
ily’s history that resonates painfully
with what we are witnessing once
again at the border between Cambo-
dia and Thailand.

In 1979, my mother and her fam-
ily, including my grandmother who
was very weak, one of my aunties
who was seven months pregnant,
young uncles, and cousins who were
just children, fled the devastation of
the Khmer Rouge regime. On foot,
they made their way from Kampong
Cham province in search of safety,
hoping to find refuge along the Thai
border.

They crossed into Nong Chan
refugee camp through Nimit. But
instead of refuge, they were met with
displacement once again. The Thai
military told the refugees they were
being taken to Bangkok. Instead, they
were loaded onto buses, asked to leave
their belongings behind except for
food and water, and driven to the cliffs
of Preah Vihear.

There, at the edge of a mountain,
the truth was revealed.

Below them was a dense landmine
field. The refugees, 43,000 in number,
were ordered to descend into the
unknown. Those who hesitated were
met with bullets. Those who tried to
turn back were met with more force.
My mother’s family, along with so
many others, endured unimaginable
fear and watched even pregnant
women get sprayed with bullets.
People dared not take a step in any
direction, terrified of triggering a mine.

Please see /14
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Lowell, Massachusetts, Recognized
as the First U.S. “Frontrunner City”
in Urban Transformation
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From L to R: City Councilor Sokhary Chau, UML Vice Chancellor for Research and Economic

Development Anne Maglia, City Councilor John Descoteaux, MA State Representative Vanna Howard,

City Councilor Rita Mercier, City Manager Thomas A. Golden, Jr., City Councilor Kimberly Scott,
UML Chancellor Julie Chen, MA Secretary of Housing and Livable Communities Edward Augustus,
World Urban Pavilion Co-Director Eduardo Lopez Moreno, MA Lieutenant Governor Kim Driscoll,
Mayor Daniel P. Rourke, UEF Head of the Chair's Office Saman Motamedi, UEF Executive Director

Kamran Espili, City Councilor Paul Ratha Yem, City Councilor Corey Belanger, City Councilor Corey

LOWELL, Mass.--(BUSINESS
WIRE)--Lowell, Massachusetts has
been officially designated the first
“Frontrunner City” on Urban Transfor-
mation in the United States under the
Global Frontrunner Cities Initiative led
by the Urban Economy Forum (UEF),
making a transformative milestone in
sustainable, inclusive, equitable, and
innovation-driven urban development.

The announcement and signing
ceremony were formally made on Feb-
ruary 7, 2025, at the World Urban Pa-
vilion in Regent Park Powered by
Daniels, in the presence of high-level
dignitaries. Among the keynote guests
was the Honorable Bob Rae, President
of the United Nations Economic and
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Never ever post 5
things on social media:

1. Dont share the view from your
window or outside your home, street
signs, landmarks or building names and

giving way exactly where you live.
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2. Avoid showing your daily
routine, posting your your gym time,
your morning runs or when you leave
for work it make easy for someoneto
to track you.

3. Never share screenshot of your
paycheck, accountbalances in otder to
show off.

4. Skip the vacation countdown,
posting your travel plans in advance, it
is open invite for burglers.

5. Don’t post that you are looking
for work or housing, especially when
your are alone. Scammers and trackers
often post as helpers, offering fake jobs
or places to stay through DMs.

So, next time before you hit post,

think twice. Stay safe out there please.
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Lowell, Massachusetts, Recogn

1zed

as the First U.S. “Frontrunner City”
in Urban Transformation

From Page 05

Social Council (ECOSOC), who endorsed
the initiative as a model for advancing
integrated urban policy and sustainable
development. A Memorandum of Un-
derstanding was signed between UEF
and the City of Lowell, establishing a
strategic partnership to operationalize
this recognition.

To activate the Initiative on the
ground and operationalize this milestone,
a high-level delegation from the UEF
conducted an official mission to Lowell.
This visit included meetings with the
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Lowell Mayor Daniel P. Rourke, mem-
bers of the Lowell City Council, City
Manager Thomas A. Golden, Jr., and
senior municipal staff, focusing on
planning, implementation, and financing
mechanisms for the Frontrunner City
Program.

As part of the mission, the UEF
delegation also held a high-impact
meeting with University of Massachu-
setts Lowell Chancellor Julie Chen,
who accepted the invitation to position
UMass Lowell as a core academic
partner of the initiative. The Chancellor
confirmed the university’s commitment
to hosting “UNIVER-city Labs” — trans-
disciplinary urban innovation hubs that
will support research, monitoring, and
applied urban solutions.

During a special session of the
Lowell City Council, Reza Pourvaziry,
Chair of the Urban Economy Forum,
delivered the following message:

“Lowell, your city—and now our
city—is officially now on the global
map of urban transformation. This is
not just a symbolic recognition; it is a
strategic commitment to action. True
transformation is only possible when
driven by the people who live, work,
and build their lives here. Together, we
are launching a model for cities around
the world —where community vision,
local leadership, innovation, and sustain-
ability intersect.

This is a strategic and highly action-
oriented program, designed to generate
measurable impact, long-term benefits,
and co-ownership among all those who
choose to engage with it—whether they
are public authorities, knowledge insti-
tutions, private sector actors, or com-
munity organizations.”

The UEF Delegation, including Dr.
Eduardo Lopez Moreno (Co-Director,
World Urban Pavilion in Regent Park
Powered by Daniels), Kamran Espili
(Executive Director of UEF), and Saman
Motamedi (Head of the Chair’s Office
and Senior Advisor at UEF), held bi-
lateral dialogue with U.S. Congress-
woman Lori Trahan, the U.S. represen-
tative for Massachusetts’s 3rd
congressional district, reaffirming the
need for multilevel governance and
federal alignment to support the initia-
tive’s implementation.

“Lowell’s recognition as the first
Frontrunner City in the United States
is a testament to the innovation, resil-
ience, and collaboration that define our
community,” said Congresswoman Lori
Trahan. “This honor reflects the tireless
work being done across the Mill City
to build a more sustainable and inclusive
economy. I’m proud to be born and

Please see /12



Page.8

e mnl& igswe {2 wun giLowe

KHMERPOST USA

wehmamigNoknuma megust P

Al ni—]'lﬁ _IIHGilg tii gﬁjﬁlﬁﬂ[ﬁ

Hguafimighsisigum
HIHIR D LU GRMAAIA G GEA
FIANA (R SANNAEEMI
HElgUigum sgEnpEANIg)
an:agmagR I sapuiusis
Ignmrs:

U GH{UM AR SIUaS
ugtuimithsisigrum 181

(2]
al

F5&lm et §jitiath snn A imi
wbl{guiig um msnugEnpan
UGH{NAGNUAIATINESAY
GnUaINaNd 1A AYMI
HUMI MimTh# yeimmnminn:
nAgmagits juFnann:ayms
Shwhind Do ruiw
IGImwminngsann:AMEmI
uElguiigaamim
MIrdIEGIS: IR ImLw
Agpaann:ngnimiadijgd
ijeumisiigdam f2rdum 1829
rrusApnRG iR Tannsay
Gnuaifesnnd (FimSI)utig]i
oA un ARl Msme
SIMDENUGRYSMAINIIIGSAY
wgnmm muiigdas iennn
nghrgl
Uﬂﬁﬁgggﬁiﬁ?:ﬁﬂﬁﬁ’fq
ggmmm pimsigam {580
muiiy§es isanmn Sagpims
thgrum Adqiotaigatmsiis
9¢ fennih gibob
gurnitdwmmmm s
inysm ient nuigigigsmo
[pimsifAg N 81esy UmU
U”@sgsrﬂ‘éleﬁrgmernmgm
1§t e At Eae shginwigi]n
g FimiFua 1 nungig
fzrufinhinsisiaungss (iims

'3

a1}
o8
LG?. %

AT I Wwmig g ueggiig
Lnsnnnﬁﬁhqpm

W A MG B ATV AT U
Sathgum uniuipimsma
Ummﬁthmmmmmmsmnﬁ
th mig g ety amima

I INWEAAMIGA
Lﬁiﬁnnﬁﬁhqpm

v

?mﬁs;r'ms. isdAsiumms
ANMG A Uis fus mums
esmuuiigéad fenpm §
bobt o wsigiywinyhing
atdammts imaudangii
NUWPUNAET §IG UguSnes:
AnnppifadtAnama g
fmimeutiisgponaagnig:
Biii
iwdAsiugmSinmojurs:
vimAt Msnuigiginmua
LﬁimSﬁﬁﬁjrmﬁr@ {weisISgntn
gsmsIfgywiiuiusin ufd

g I v

g
e
gi

0 O al

ftgleniGle

Publish on August 14, 2025

Cambodia’s National Assembly
has confirmed that a draft law on
revoking citizenship has been for-
warded to specialised committees for

review, after receiving initial ap-

proval from the Standing Committee.

In a statement issued on Wednes-
day, the Assembly Secretariat announced
that the Standing Committee had
agreed to forward the draft amendment
to the Law on Nationality to the In-
terior, National Defence, Public Func-
tions and Border Affairs Committee,
as well as the Legislation and Justice
Committee. These committees will
study the draft and report back to the
Standing Committee.

The decision follows a meeting
of the Standing Committee on August
13.

The draft amendment was prepared

after King Norodom Sihamoni pro-

raft Law on Citizenship Revocation Reaches
National Assembly Standing Committee

mulgated a constitutional amendment
to Article 33 on July 15. That amend-
ment had been approved by the Na-
tional Assembly on July 11 and
completed Senate review on July 14.

The original Article 33 stated that
Cambodian citizens could not be
deprived of nationality, deported, or
extradited to any other country unless
under a mutual agreement, and that
citizens living abroad were protected
by the state. It also stipulated that the
acquisition of Cambodian nationality
must be determined by law.

Following the amendment, new
wording was added to state that both
the acquisition and loss of Cambo-
dian nationality, including revocation,
must be determined by law.

On July 14, Cambodian People’s
Party leader Hun Sen warned that a
group of Cambodians was conspiring
with Thailand to form an armed force
to attack Cambodia. He said such
individuals were committing treason
and would be targeted under the new
citizenship revocation law.

Hun Sen stressed that no citizen
would lose nationality unless they
acted against or betrayed national
interests. He added that some Cam-
bodians who feared losing citizenship
should focus on avoiding treasonous
acts rather than worrying about the
law.

Opposition Candlelight Party

senior official Hing Soksan recently

Please see /21
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Thai Military Claims Air Attacks in Five-Day
War as Cambodia Insists It Is the Victim

From Front Page

lished details of a military report on
Wednesday, alleging that Cambodian
forces not only struck Thai military
positions in Surin province but also
targeted civilian areas. The report said
seven civilians were killed and ten were
wounded.

Cambodia’s Ministry of Defence
rejected the accusation. In a statement
on July 28, the ministry said Thai troops
were the ones who opened fire first,

INAT ] 2putuSLihn Ml M H8Igiuahms
SHNHNS MNAJHARMINIME

shelling Cambodian territory near the
Ta Moan Thom and Ta Krabey temples.
The ministry said the attack began
around 03:10 in the morning and con-
tinued until 05:07.

A spokesperson said Thai troops
launched assaults across several areas
of Cambodia’s fourth military region,
including Ta Moan Thom, Chub Kokir,
Thmor Don, Veal Indry, 5 January, Ta
Thav, Phnom Khmoch, and An Ses. The
statement said Thai forces fought par-
ticularly hard to seize Wat Keo Kiri
Svar at the 5 January site but were re-
pelled.

Maly Socheata, another Cambo-
dian official, said Thai attacks had forced
more than 130,000 Cambodians from
their homes by July 27. That figure
included almost 40,000 families, among
them pregnant women, the elderly,
people with disabilities, and children.

More than 600 schools across five
provinces were closed, affecting 150,000
students and 6,000 teachers. Infrastruc-
ture was also badly damaged, homes
and property
destroyed, and
Cambodia said
the UNESCO
World Heritage
site of Preah
Vihear temple
sustained severe
damage.

The Cam-
bodian defence
ministry report
added that Thai
forces used F-16
and Gripen fight-
er aircraft to drop
Mk-82 and Mk-
84 bombs on
Cambodian ter-
ritory. The state-
ment said Thai
troopsalsodeployed
drones to release M261 and M472
bombs, as well as suicide and recon-
naissance drones.

The report accused Thai forces of
using heavy artillery, cluster munitions,
and even chemical smoke, while Cam-
bodia itself did not deploy heavy weap-
ons against Thailand.

The ministry said Cambodia re-
mained committed to resolving the
dispute peacefully through legal and
diplomatic means, but stressed it would
continue to defend its people and its
territory in line with its constitution.
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Banteay Meanchey provincial administration warns Thai
not to issue land titles that affect Cambodian sovereignty

From Front Page

but must not affect Cambodia's sovereign
territory, especially in areas where the
two countries have not yet agreed to
demarcate the border.

Banteay Meanchey Governor Um
Reatrey told local journalists on August
25 that issuing property certificates to
Thai citizens on Thai territory is the
right of Thai authorities, but issuing
these certificates must not affect Cam-
bodia's sovereignty or affect areas where
the Joint Border Committee (JBC) of
the two countries has not yet agreed on
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the actual land border or affect areas

where the Joint Border Commission
(JBC) of the two countries has not yet
agreed on the actual land border, or
affect areas where Cambodian citizens
currently occupy and benefit from.
Mr. Um Reatrey added that in the
event that the issuance of permits affects
these areas, the Banteay Meanchey
provincial administration will immedi-
ately object because this action violates
the spirit of the 2000 MOU between
the governments of the two countries,

especially affecting the negotiation
process and the boundary of the Joint
Border Commission (JBC) of the two
countries.

On August 24, local Thai newspa-
per The Nation Thailand reported that
Sa Kaeo provincial authorities have
promised to issue title to Thai citizens
who have rights in Nong Chan village,
Khok Sung district, which is geo-
graphically adjacent to Chok Chey
village, O Bei Chon commune, O Chrov
district, Banteay Meanchey province.

Regarding the border issue, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Inter-
national Cooperation reiterated that
Cambodia remains committed to imple-
menting the ceasefire. and the spirit of
being good neighbors by adopting
peaceful means to resolve border issues
through bilateral mechanisms and the
ASEAN framework.

Chum Sonry, spokesman for the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Inter-
national Cooperation, confirmed in a
press conference on the afternoon of
August 25 that the two countries should
work together to promote trust-building,
de-escalation, and cooperation, rather
than sowing accusations that risk esca-
lating tensions.

The border conflict between Cam-
bodia and Thailand has lasted for 2
months and 27 days, as of August 25.
Cambodia has been conducting diplo-
matic efforts to urge the Thai side to
Strictly respect the ceasefire in an attempt
to bring the two countries back to a
state of non-conflict, But the Thai side
still shows its intention of not wanting
to reconcile with Cambodia.
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Lowell, Massachusetts, Recognized
as the First U.S. “Frontrunner City”
in Urban Transformation

From Page 07

raised in, and now represent, a com-
munity that leads by example, and I’'m
grateful to the Urban Economy Forum
for shining a global spotlight on Low-
ell’s progress.”

Lieutenant Governor of Massachu-
setts Kim Driscoll expressed full support
for the Frontrunner initiative, affirming
that Massachusetts welcomes this effort
and is prepared to help deploy the
necessary conditions for its success.
Her remarks reinforced the Common-
wealth’s role as an enabling partner for
sustainable urban innovation and de-
velopment.

Mayor Rourke stated: “This mile-
stone represents the culmination of
relationship-building, shared goals, and
adeep belief in Lowell’s potential. The
Frontrunner City designation is not just

ignation as the first U.S. Frontrunner
City amplifies that promise, bringing
global partnerships that translate into
real growth. We’re ready to roll up our
sleeves with our community, universi-
ties, and industry to ensure sustainable
transformation benefits every corner of
our city.”

Community engagement was a core
component of the mission. Local NGOs,
grassroots organizations, and civil so-
ciety actors participated in dedicated
roundtables to ensure that equity, access,
local interests, and lived experiences
are central to the frontrunner model.
This participatory approach underscores
a key tenet of the initiative: sustainable
transformation must be co-created with
those most affected by it.

Additional stakeholder meetings

title — it's a testament to the work already
happening across our neighborhoods,
our institutions, and at City Hall. It
signals to the world what we already
know: Lowell is a place where inclusive
ideas take root, where innovation is
embraced, and where communities lead
the way in shaping a stronger, more
equitable future.”

City Manager Golden added:
“Lowell is a city of opportunity — where
ambition meets action, and where every
resident, business, and institution has
a role in shaping our future. This des-

were held with real estate developers
and private sector partners to explore
joint investment opportunities and
knowledge-based urban demonstrative
projects.

Looking Ahead: A Global Platform
for Innovation and Partnership

The official public launch of Low-
ell’s Frontrunner City initiative will be
announced soon. Meanwhile, UEF and
the City of Lowell jointly encourage
global partners to engage, invest, and
co-create this bold endeavor.

Please see /29
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Residents of Banteay Meanchey province cry out
for international help to find justice after Thai sol-
diers set up barbed wire around their homes

A view of a 7-nation observer team
led by a Malaysian military attaché
inspecting the location of the Thai
military setting up barbed wire and a
truck tires surrounded and invaded a
Cambodian village in Prey Chan village,
O Bei Choan commune, O Chrov district,
Banteay Meanchey province on August
14, 2025.

Many residents of Prek Chan vil-
lage, O Chrov district, Banteay Meanchey
province, are crying out for the Interim
Observer Team (IOT) led by the Ma-
laysian military attaché to help them
seek justice after their homes were
surrounded by Thai soldiers with barbed

Ses border crossing in Preah Vihear
province and Nong Chan pass, Banteay
Meanchey Province, by surrounding
the homes of Cambodian citizens, etc.
Regarding this issue, Reuters news
agency reported on August 14 that at
the 10th Lancang-Mekong Summit in
China on August 14, Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi urged Cambodia and
Thailand to resolve border disputes
through dialogue and consultation.
The same source claims that
China believes in both parties resolving
the dispute through dialogue and nego-
tiation, while China also supports
ASEAN in playlng a posmve role on

wire this Wednesday afternoon.

On August 13, 2025, several Cam-
bodian citizens claimed that Thai troops
had laid barbed wire, and used tires to
surround their homes in Prek Chan
village, O Bei Choan commune, O
Chrov district, Banteay Meanchey
province

On July 28, 2025, Cambodia and
Thailand agreed on a ceasefire, estab-
lishing 13 conditions on August 7, which
prohibited both sides from attacking
civilians. and military targets, including
prohibiting the movement of troops.

However, the Cambodian govern-
ment claims that the Thai side continues
to violate Cambodia and the ceasefire
by repeatedly placing barbed wire into
Cambodian territory, such as at the An

the Cambodia-Thailand border dispute
for the sake of ASEAN unity.

Wang Yi stated that China also
supports the two countries in strength-
ening dialogue, hoping that Cambodia
and Thailand can build mutual trust and
restore friendship.

Regarding this issue, Cambodian
Ministry of National Defense spokes-
person Maly Socheata stated in a press
conference on August 14 that Cambodia
is committed to working construc-
tively and honestly to ensure the effec-
tive implementation of the ceasefire.
And resolve all disputes peacefully in
accordance with international law, the
United Nations Charter, and the ASEAN
Charter.
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A Cambodian-American singer and songwriter living
in Cambodia writes about the pain and suffering of
living under the brutality of the Thai military

From Page 04
Miraculously, my family survived

because the landmines that had already
claimed so many lives had also carved
a narrow path forward by following
dead bodies littered along the way.
But the cost of survival was immense.
The elderly who could not continue
were left behind, not out of cruelty,
but because carrying them was impos-
sible. My family eventually made it
out of the landmine field and into a
second refugee camp, but the trauma
of that time, and of being treated as
disposable in a moment of great hu-
man need, remains etched in our his-
tory.

This is not a story told for blame,
it is a story told so that history is not
forgotten.

Today, more than 45 years later,
Cambodia once again finds itselfin a
moment of distress at our border.
Tensions have escalated, and once
again, Cambodian people are feeling
pressure, fear, and deep emotional
pain in a place where there should be
peace.

But Cambodia today is not what
it was in 1979.

We are no longer a shattered na-
tion. We are a people who have rebuilt
from immense suffering. We are a
nation that knows the cost of war and
values peace above all. We do not
seek conflict, and we do not desire
confrontation. But we do believe in
protecting our dignity and the truth
of our history.

This moment is not about assign-
ing blame, it is about asking for un-
derstanding.

It is about asking the world to
see Cambodia not as a small, passive
country caught in someone else’s
game, but as a sovereign people with
memories of injustice, a commitment
to peace, and a voice that deserves to
be heard.

So we ask, why would Cambodia
ever seek aggression? What could we
possibly gain? Nothing.

‘We have seen too much loss, and
what we want most is to preserve
peace for our future generations. That
is why music thrives here. That is why
creativity is alive again. Because peace
allows the soul of a country to breathe.

I ask the international commu-
nity, journalists, observers, and neigh-
bors to listen. Listen not just to the
loudest headlines, but to the quieter
truths. Hear the voices of people who
have suffered in silence before, and
who now choose to speak with dig-
nity.

Injustice, no matter how subtle
or strategic, cannot be ignored. We
must all hold ourselves to the highest
standard of humanity. Every nation,
large or small, deserves safety, respect,
and sovereignty.

Cambodia is not asking for pity.
We are asking to be seen. We are ask-
ing to be understood.

Let us work together toward dia-

logue, mutual respect, and peace.
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2025 Preliminary Mail-In Ballots
Now Available

Lowell, Mass. — Mail-in bal-
lots are now available for the
September 9 Preliminary for District
City Council in Wards 3, 7, and 8,
and registered voters in these Dis-
tricts may request mail-in ballots

at www.mailmyballot.ma or by

calling the Lowell Elections De-

partment at (978) 674-4046. Voters
with requests pending can expect
ballots to arrive in mailboxes the
week of August 25, and may track
their ballot's progress at www.
trackmyballotma.com

Voters are reminded that in-
person Early Voting will be avail-
able at the Lowell Senior Center
(276 Broadway St) on Saturday,
August 30, and Tuesday, Septem-
ber 2, through Friday, September
5. Otherwise, voters in Wards 3,
7, and 8 may vote in-person at their

normal polling locations from

7:00AM to 8:00PM on Tuesday,
September 9. Sample ballots and
more information regarding the
Preliminary may be found at www.

lowellma.gov/elections

The citywide November Elec-
tion will also feature Vote By Mail,

in-person Early Voting, and Elec-
tion Day Voting with mail-in bal-
lots becoming available shortly
after the September 9 Preliminary,
in-person Early Voting at the Low-
ell Senior Center from Saturday,
October 25, through Friday, Octo-
ber 31, and all polls open from
7:00AM to 8:00PM on Tuesday,

November 4.

Voters are always encouraged
to check their registration status
and find their Ward and polling

location at www.voteinma.com

Former Khmer Rouge tribunal
researcher says Thailand using land-
mine issue against Cambodia

August 29, 2025

by The Cambodia Daily

A Cambodian legal and interna-
tional criminal law expert has said that
Thailand’s military is using the issue
of landmines and unexploded ordnance
as part of its broader strategy in the
border conflict with Cambodia.

Chhang Youk, a former researcher
for the Khmer Rouge tribunal, told
reporters today that the Thai government

ing attention toward the mine problem
and instead focus on building uncondi-
tional trust as the basis for achieving
lasting peace along the border.

The comments followed reports in
the Thai newspaper Khaosod on August
27, quoting Boonsin Padklang, com-
mander of Thailand’s Second Army
Region. He accused Cambodia of vio-

lating the ceasefire agreement and the
Ottawa Treaty after a Thai soldier stepped

has heightened its focus on landmines
along the frontier with Cambodia. He
said this is not unusual, as mines left
behind from decades of conflict have
already killed or maimed thousands of
civilians in both countries. According
to the 2004 Socio-Economic Survey,
around 700,000 Cambodians live with
disabilities, many of them caused by
landmines.

Chhang Youk stressed that landmines
are not the main obstacle to peace, but
rather a secondary issue being used by
Thailand as a political tool. He urged
both governments to address the root
causes of the conflict through honesty,

transparency, and genuine commitment.

He called on Thailand to stop shift-

on a mine near Ta Krabey temple, los-

ing one leg.

General Boonsin Padklang said
Thailand had already prepared a military
response plan, claiming that the hills
surrounding the temple are heavily
mined and occupied by Cambodian
troops.

Later that evening, Cambodia’s
authorities issued a statement firmly
rejecting responsibility for the incident.
The government denied Thailand’s ac-
cusations that new plastic mines had
been planted by Cambodian forces in
violation of both the ceasefire and the
Ottawa Convention.
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Observers say no country would be kind enough to
provide weapons to Cambodia without a trade-off

Observers say Cambodia cannot
borrow money from other countries to
buy weapons to defend its territory. And
no country would be kind enough to
provide weapons to Cambodia without
a trade-off, because Cambodia's friends
and enemies can change at any time.

Social development researcher Dr.
Meas Ny wrote on his Facebook page
over the weekend that strengthening
self-defense capabilities is an indispens-
able necessity including the development
of the national defense forces really
requires the most money, and this

money must come from Cambodia's
strong economy.

Dr. Meas Ny said that even if there
is a lot of money, it is not certain that
other countries will sell weapons or
ammunition to us when we need them.
Therefore, to ensure sustainability in
national defense, Cambodia needs to
strengthen its ability to produce key
ammunition on its own in the future.

He said the government must

properly care for the army, both in terms
of health, capabilities, and livelihoods,
such as soldiers and their families, in-
cluding corruption. and any conduct
that amounts to farming on the backs
of combatants must be subject to the
Strictest scrutiny.

The observer stated that Thailand's
current war of aggression against Cam-
bodia has told all Cambodians, both the
people and the government, that the
Khmer nation must come together to
think about the long-term future of the
nation, because only when Khmer
people are strong together the enemy
dare not look down on them.

A recent report from the Cambo-
dian Ministry of National Defense re-
vealed that during the five-day Cambo-
dian-Thai War, the Thai army used F-16
fighter jets and Gripen aircraft to drop
Mk-82 and MK-84 bombs on Cambo-
dian territory. In addition, Thai soldiers
have also used M-261 mortar bomb
drones and M-472 bomb drones, as well
as suicide and reconnaissance drones.

The same report states that the Thai
military also used mortars, artillery,
cluster bombs, and aircraft to drop
toxic smoke on Cambodian territory,
while Cambodia did not use heavy
weapons to retaliate against Thailand.

Regarding this issue, Reuters re-
ported on August 25 that Sweden has
signed a contract to sell four JAS 39
Saab Gripen fighter jets to Thailand at
a total cost of more than US$500 mil-
lion (US$556 million) in the first phase
of a planned order of 12 aircraft in
early August.
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White House’s Next News Network
correspondent says he is honored to
stand with Cambodians for justice

The White House correspondent
for the US President's Next News Net-
work says he is truly honored to stand
with the Cambodian people for justice
for Cambodia.

Gary Franchi wrote on his Facebook
page on August 19 that he did not seek
honor or fame from reporting on the
Cambodia-Thai conflict but he only
wanted to do what he knew was right
in his heart, and this was also the only
principle he had regarding what he saw
as right or wrong.

Gary Franchi said that without
Michael B. Alfaro, who brought the
Cambodian situation to his attention,
he would not have been able to help
spread the word about the suffering and
resilience of the Cambodian people at
that crucial time.

He added that there are many
people in professions like his who choose
to remain ignorant of the pain of others.
But as a journalist, you must have the
courage to shed light into the darkness,
to help justice have a chance to emerge
one day.

Gary French said that he was very
happy to receive a letter of appreciation
and thanks from the North Carolina
Khmer Association.

He emphasized that he accepted
this letter of appreciation and thanks
not for himself alone, but on behalf of
the victims who are willing to help tell

their stories to the world at this time.

The President of the Cambodian
Association of North Carolina, Mr.
Thatch Seiha, wrote a letter of appre-
ciation to the Chief White House Press
Secretary, Gary Franchi, on August 19,
2025.

The content of this letter states that,
as a representative of the Cambodian
community, we would like to express
our sincere gratitude for Mr. Gary
Franchi's commitment to providing truth
and justice by raising the voice of the
Cambodian people in the horrific and
violent crisis that erupted along the
Cambodian-Thai border recently.

The letter states that Gary Franchi's
efforts have given a voice to the Cam-
bodian community in protesting for
justice, especially the presence of Michael
B Alfaro, who helped make the world
aware of Cambodia's desire for peace
at this time.

Regarding this issue, Gary Franchi
wrote on his Facebook page on August
16 that US President Donald Trump's
advisor, Michael B Alfaro, had arrived
in Cambodia and reported directly from
the Cambodia-Thailand border.

There he saw Thai forces erecting
barbed wire fences, forcing Cambodians
from their homes, targeting civilians,
including children, and destroying com-
munities, according to Michael B
Alfaro. sent directly to Donald Trump.
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license, was arrested by authorities
while’ reporting on border issues

CCN’s editor, which recently lost
his license, Meas Sara was arrested by
authorities on Tuesday while reporting
on behalf of a private individual at a
location where Cambodian citizens were

YRAGUNGGS NG WRARNS

protesting against the deployment of
barbed wire by Thai soldiers in Chok
Chey village, Banteay Meanchey prov-
ince.

On August 26, a Facebook account
named Meas Sara stated that Mr. Meas
Sara, whose license was revoked by the
Ministry of Information, was arrested
by authorities on the morning of August
26, 2025, in Chok Chey village, O Bei
Choan commune, O Chrov district,
Banteay Meanchey province.

According to the last live video
broadcast at 8 a.m. on August 26, Mr.
Meas Sara was broadcasting news as a
private individual without a media or-
ganization at a location where Thai
soldiers were laying barbed wire in the
village of Serengeti.

On August 21, 2025, the Ministry

of Information decided to revoke the
press license of CCN Online TV, owned
by Meas Sara, after the journalist re-
ported on border issues in Banteay
Meanchey province. On August 20,
there were reports of the loss of homes
and Cambodian military posts due to
barbed wire being laid by the Thai
military.

However, after the Ministry of
Information revoked his license on
August 21, Mr. Meas Sara stated that
he would no longer report as a journal-
ist, but would instead report as a citizen
and youth who love the country.

In relation to this issue, Banteay
Meanchey Provincial Governor Um
Reatrey also banned the broadcast of
SBT News, owned by San Bunthoeun,
on August 26, over its coverage of the
protests of Cambodian citizens in Chok
Chey village, O Bei Chon commune.
Banteay Meanchey Province for the
Thai army's barbed wire at the scene.

Regarding this ban, CNRP MP
Suon Rida wrote on his Facebook page
on August 26 that real information is
being suppressed and such actions are
only making Cambodians lose faith in
the government.

Some Facebook users also expressed
their dissatisfaction with the authorities'
ban on broadcasting the Thai army's
barbed wire activities such as the state-
ment that the government is hiding
information from the public about the
truth about the invasion of the territory
by the Thai army, etc.
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Draft Law on Citizenship Revocation Reaches
National Assembly Standing Committee

From Page 06
said he supported revoking Cambo-

dian nationality from foreigners who
commit treason against Cambodia, to

safeguard the value of the Cambo-

dian people and the nation’s citizenship.
However, he opposed any revocation
of nationality from Cambodians

themselves.
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til  The president of the American Chamber of

Commerce in Cambodia says that if you want
to know who is attacking who, you need to
look at reports from more than 10 years ago.

Casey Barnet, President of the
American Chamber of Commerce in
Cambodia, called on international ob-
servers to review the reports from 2010
to 2014 about the killing of more than
40 Cambodian citizens at that time, it

was clear who was aggressor against

Killings of Cambodian Civilians on the Thai
Cambodian Border 2010-2014

Reporied kilings of Camboolens during i yeas that Praguth Chan-o-ohae
wiag Covmamandes i Chiell of the Thai Ary frar 20002014
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whom in the current Cambodian-Thai
war.

Casey Barnett wrote on his Face-
book account on August 17 that if any
international observer is unclear about
who is the aggressor in the current
Cambodia-Thailand border dispute, they
can look at the pattern of killings of
Cambodian civilians by Thai soldiers
over 10 years ago.

Casey Barnett said that from 2010
to 2014, former Thai Prime Minister
Prayut Chan-o-cha and the commander-
in-chief of the Thai army at the time,
at least 42 Cambodian civilians were
killed along the border by the Thai
military.

The US Chamber of Commerce
president said Prayut Chan-o-cha played
a leading role in suppressing Thailand's
pro-democracy red shirt protesters. It
has led to the killing of at least 90
protesters, starting in 2010.

He said that after killing those Thai
protesters, he also took control of the

Thai army, which used extrajudicial
killings of Cambodian citizens along
the border to strengthen his nationalist
identity before he came to power in a
coup in 2014.

Casey Banet said that Prayut Chan-
o-cha is now advising the Thai king
about invading Cambodia's border.
because he likely downplayed the 42
unreported deaths of Cambodian citizens
during his time as commander-in-chief
more than 10 years ago.

A report on the killing of Cambo-
dian civilians along the Cambodian-Thai
border from 2010 to 2014 shows that
during December 2010, two Cambo-
dian citizens were killed. And in Octo-
ber 2011, eight more Cambodians were
killed by Thai soldiers. In February
2012, two Cambodians were killed, and
then again in April 2012. Thai soldiers
killed Cambodian citizens twice, the
first time killing one and the second
time killing three. In December 2012,
Thai soldiers also killed two more
Cambodian citizens.

Additionally, in April, three Cam-
bodians were shot dead by Thai soldiers,
and in September, Thai soldiers killed
another Cambodian citizen. Thai soldiers
also killed three more Cambodians, all
in 2013.

Furthermore, during March and
April 2014, 15 Cambodian citizens were
killed, while in September 2014, Thai
soldiers also killed another Cambodian
citizen, and during December of the
same year, Thai soldiers also killed
another Cambodian citizen.

Regarding this issue, on August
14, 2025, the commander of the 2nd
Thai Region, Boonsin Padklang, said
at a ceremony at Kasetsart University
in Bangkok that the King of Thailand
expressing constant concern about the
situation on the Cambodian-Thai border,
His Majesty inquired about the situation
with him every day about the soldiers

Please see /29
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Thailand warns of legal action against Cam-
bodians who remove barbed wire, while
Cambodia says it is a ceasefire violation

From Page 02

Thai border. This camp was once con-
trolled by the Khmer National Libera-
tion Front movement of Son San, with
Dieng Del as its commander at the time.

Dr. In Sophal claims that in 1979,
there were 13,000 Cambodian refugees,
and by 1984, the number of Cambo-
dian refugees had increased to 16,000
living in the Nong Chan camp.

He stated that the only Cambodian
refugee camp in Thailand is Khao I
Dang, and if Thailand wants witnesses,
it is the United Nations (UNHCR).
There is real evidence, but Thailand
certainly doesn't want evidence or wit-
nesses because they are already attempt-
ing to seize Cambodian territory.

mennenis BL) SRS ifiinian

Shargpuinygiuasitn
MG BT AT AN AE S A
maRjguisIuARYg T HYMI
AEDATIUER pUR HIMIGATINS
SugH gmham?mmsnmw
isiganyuigadiinipn
Iy MO B LS AT UIMS
BN Saueftnes
woiin AmGanoaissisfisiys
mﬂnmwgm;ms.ngcpn
ImuminnanSisASaNGIfy:
MIM A YIU AT AIgImN
pitauId Agum thywyAkn U
Bt A S G aAnT
Agwimamangulguiai
msi§IgfamytugaRAIg S
HEUR{EN] Snluglfwinns
igigiAgmatSiunajum
SamipavinmanGinn:dagh
F1rin '
‘gnidyes wmesnu
s tmiguaa Samnthig
miSAGImhimithanminn:
mgimisalnguify fnnsiye
I8 iUﬁjf.Fth f.:;]'ﬁ’n.i sthfms
Lﬁmmﬁhmmmums 16§y

Snrs: UEF S 9Lﬁ1‘1| an’mm

Pw'

sjumiongadalagianinnm
a‘jﬁmm?smﬂﬁ Shssmmiuida
Aggasifniphdmunsis:

prmanamis moasm
IFIMSAuUiSHSIthAHAUIGAI¢eJ
Siye fngnlgpdatautim
Ehwdinm sjputs juGinnAS 8
Sadmmivrognia #nn g
MU m S8 M A TAs AU
ﬁmmﬁmﬁsrm*ﬁmmﬁmﬁmsrm
nhsthS‘nmmﬁmﬁﬁ fiiry
m:LnﬁanﬁUmmann]ﬁzs
thanminn: Samilgusa
wapma

Is:Athameuimsaiygds
(hutneutépngiiuiams
Ig ﬁfgmmir:éa’ﬁ”ﬁﬂ U EEU B
gyt dnthegjunnnds peoay
uangjeam Samippanipghitin
¢ GUANIIE ARNANIANRAY
gaimy annnsignaiu Shands
i sida§aGathireuey
ajgmgﬁéhﬁf}mﬁjmmuw 811
GUWUIRE ﬁitsmimﬁjﬁif}[ﬂh
WATINWAIgIMA Fh0TUN{S
SH SIS Mt

p 3.

imis GIEN

HInl{v 20 ni—]ﬁ'lH

NS (MUK AR AMIAN
HENS ) gRaNEI: I @
1§ gsmsmminwpunImu g
m“ﬁﬁj[mtijnijgﬂn’tim '“I’tﬁjmn
Lﬁ[uS[S‘InUS‘“IU[Eii‘] finith
A SRR G NG NWUATRSY
gl ys8humiisimannmey
wHigéba IeAnm gibobe

U &g gSimINWwuUNImug;

1812

miruais 1eleda (Khaosod)
oW EaNImWmMINNILNm
ig 1s1igélbo soum 1ssth mi
Ayt BsivianwiptmitG§ai
nmis ﬁhmﬁm’?s Ig fg%ij
gﬁaﬁsmfmnmzms Ap
“ﬁﬁﬁﬁt’ﬂﬂtijLUtmi[ui[uﬂj[[EZJ

JSHWIGI 2emEnme
lx <t

Lﬁmmsfﬁ Bl A Snimiyey
908

i

UIMIS: (fsgmimi
msHiMAMUAIGE
i FobE th mAly

MING SRIHNAGY
mysIsIfusS{menem
mmg‘m[ﬁi’i UM

o -E?-; ?
3@ = O
3

or D & B
>3 =
-l
= “§
3@ o
9 o ¢

%
ma
=

515 om 81 90 F{An i aE s
I 06 80 ol E{AT

HASTMAJUISSHMA T
AUNSIG MSNW{PIMIMBAUS
(PISANGEMAC junsmum S
B OURR S NUA§ Ghn
Mot §1816 Snfusmsiag:
BAN:AUS GYAN (RIAIANLD
AR ginm Agjny
"“IS““IUi’n[niniMi g
un

ftglgniGe



KHMERPOST USA ISSUE 374, AUGUST 29, 2025

Page.25

uin H S HfﬂfS‘Iinl"’l’imﬁ
ulIn ﬁi—] U2l SthiS]ﬁji-]Sﬁi_li
imﬁnmmnﬁmﬁﬁﬁjﬁnﬂﬂmlﬁin

BRI S gRIUAN PRI FnisI
g UM SARNUARIIEN:
o tna Ay e Sagaraeg

Senior opposition officials are call-
ing for the release of CNRP leader Kem
Sokha and all prisoners of conscience

YtHIETA ghmIguing

inAmuAYth jsSRm i
HAIF OB S EOMI AU RUTHL]

if the Cambodian government truly

Sjﬂﬁﬂ (U mi

Mr. Um Sam An calls for the release of
Mr. Kem Sokha and prisoners of con-
science if the Cambodian government

wants to gratitude tto US.

wants to gratitude to US President
Donald Trump for helping Cambodia
end its war with Thailand.

CNRP Member of P arliament Um
Sam An wrote on his Facebook page
on August 8 that Hun Manet's letter to
the Nobel Peace Prize Committee in
support of Donald Trump's candidacy,
the Nobel Peace Prize is a good thing
because Donald Trump sought peace
for the Cambodian people from Thai
aggression.

Um Sam An claims that what
Donald Trump and the United States
want most is the release of Kem Sokha,
who the court has charged with conspir-
ing with the United States to overthrow

Please see /31
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The president of the American Chamber of
Commerce in Cambodia says that

From Page22
on the battlefield, and he also reported
back every day.

Regarding this issue, analysts say
that this is the first time that the com-
mander of the 2nd Thai Region has
revealed that the Thai monarchy is

behind the Thai army that launched
attacks on the Cambodian army in the
past. So, this means that in the current
war of aggression against Cambodia,
the King of Thailand is the command-
er of those troops

Lowell, Massachusetts, Reco

1zed

as the First U.S. “Frontrunner

From Pagel2

They extend an open invitation to
international companies, frontrunner
technologists, and solution-driven in-
novators to contribute their ideas and
expertise. Lowell presents a unique
opportunity for investment in futuristic
urban pilots where inclusive governance,
public readiness, and innovation inter-
sect.

This is a valuable opportunity not

in Urban T ransformatlon

only for the City of Lowell but for the
entire Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
a globally recognized hub of science,
academia, and research. Scholars, uni-
versities, and research institutions are
especially encouraged to join this col-
laborative platform and help shape the
next generation of sustainable, inclusive
urban transformation models.
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Mr. Um Sam An calls for the release of
Mr. Kem Sokha and prisoners of con-
science if the Cambodian government

From Page2s WaNts to gratitude tto US.

the Cambodian government, including
the release of prisoners of conscience,
restore democracy, respect for human
rights, and the organization of free and
fair elections.

The opposition official stated that
if the Cambodian government truly
wants to gratitute Donald Trump and
the United States, then the government
should comply with America's wishes.

On August 7, 2025, Cambodian
Prime Minister Hun Manet sent a letter
to the Nobel Peace Prize Committee in
support of US President Donald Trump's
nomination for the Nobel Peace Prize.

Hun Manet stated that the request
for this award is in line with the requests
of Cambodian citizens both at home
and abroad and as a way of thanking
Donald Trump for his direct attention
to the initiative and urge a ceasefire

between the Cambodian and Thai armies,
as well as continue to monitor the imple-
mentation of the ceasefire until there is
complete peace between the two coun-
tries.

Regarding this issue, former Chief
of Staff of the CNRP President, Mr.
Muth Chantha, stated on August 7 that
he supports the Royal Government of
Cambodia in restoring good relations
with the United States, but Cambodia
should first clear up the US accusations
of treason against Kem Sokha to show
its good will and gratitude to America
from a pure heart.

Kem Sokha has been charged by
the Phnom Penh Municipal Court with
treason, with the US being behind the
overthrow of the Cambodian govern-
ment, and decided to sentence him to
27 years in prison, including the depri-
vation of the right to hold political office
for life, on March 3, 2023.
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