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24 civilians and monks fainted and ser;i-
ously injured when Thai troops fired
rubber bullets, rubber slingshots. and
smoke bombs as they spread barbed wire

on Cambodian soil . . 4.8 512 ‘-‘[,' ﬁj;‘-lj L ) tﬁ%UﬂBiG%[}UUﬂJ — ‘ .
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the evening of September 17, 2025, said - = -
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New Techo International Airport opens  Observer: If Cambodia-Thailand border dispute has not
under 50-yeal’ Chinese debt deal ended, it is not yet time to reopen the border
B . . Cambodian observers say that if ate to end the war or border dispute
y The Cambodia Daily ) ) .
Cambodia and Thailand cannot negoti- Please see /07

Cambodia has officially opened the Techo International — Please see /06
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Thai Navy
measures if
move infra

Thai Navy threatens to escalate
countermeasures, accusing Cambodia of
violating General Boundary Committee
(GBC) agreement who neglected to de-
molish structures and fill canals in three
areas in Thailand's Trat province, which
borders Cambodia's Veal Veng district,
Pursat province.

The Nation newspaper reported on
September 16 that Deputy Spokesperson
of the Royal Thai Navy, Parach Rattanai-
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chaiyapan, issued a press release accusing
Cambodian forces of violating and estab-
lish an operating base in Thai territory in
Ban Chamreak village, Chamrok commune,
Mueang district, Trat province, based on
a 1/50,000 scale map. Cambodian citizens
also built houses and used agricultural
land in these three areas.

The same source claims that even
though the Cambodian side knows that
the area is under Thai sovereignty, Cam-
bodian forces continue to occupy it. The
Thai side has repeatedly notified the
Cambodian side, but the Cambodian side
has not cooperated.

The deputy spokesman for the Thai
Navy stated that in the first area, Cambo-
dia built a fence into Thai territory ap-
proximately 15 meters, and in the second
area, Cambodia encroached into Thai
territory approximately 125 meters, and
in the third area, Cambodia encroached
into Thai territory approximately 30
meters. Those areas are territories that
Thailand has claimed under MOU 43 or
the Memorandum of Understanding of
2000.

The statement comes as Cambodia
and Thailand continue to hold General
Boundary Committee (GBC) meetings to
resolve border issues between the two
countries according to the terms stipu-

threatens to escalate counter-
Cambodia refuses to re-
structure from Trat province

lated in the ceasefire agreement.Cambo-
dian Ministry of National Defense
spokesperson Maly Socheata issued a
press release rejecting the statements of
the Thai Navy spokesperson and the
Chanthaburi-Trat Border Protection Com-
mand regarding the issue of the standoff,
and the settlement of Cambodian citizens
in Ekpheap village, Thma Da commune,
Veal Veng district, Pursat province,
nearby Ban Chamreak village, Cham Rok
commune, Mueang district, Trat province.

The same source claims that regard-
ing these issues, Cambodia has already
provided a clear explanation through a
letter of response from the 5th Military
Region of Cambodia on February 1,2022,
in which Cambodia has also resolved
some issues.Other remaining issues that
are not under the mandate of the border
unit, as well as local authorities along the
border, Cambodia has already proposed
that these issues be referred to the Joint
Border Committee (JBC) for discussion.
and resolved in accordance with the
Memorandum of Understanding between
the Government of Cambodia and the
Government of Thailand on the Measure-
ment and Demarcation of the Land Bor-
der (MOU 2000).

The spokesperson stated that Cam-
bodia has always affirmed its commitment
to cooperate with the Thai side at all
levels to promote peace, Stability, coop-
eration and development for the benefit
of both countries and peoples.

Regarding this issue, analysts say
that the Thai army may expand its inva-
sion to all provinces bordering Cambodia
if the Cambodian government does not
take specific, strong and clear measures
because Thailand has already success-
fully used this tactic to invade Chok Chey
and Prey Chan village, O Bei Choan
commune, O Chrov district, Banteay
Meanchey province.

The same source stated that the Thai
navy's accusations against the Cambo-
dian army of occupying three areas in
Trat province are also likely to divert
attention from their invasion of Chok
Chey and Prey Chan village. after the
Thai soldiers had successfully laid barbed
wire and dug trenches in Cambodian ter-
ritory, Regarding this issue, Cambodian
citizens live-streamed on social media
Facebook the activities of Thai soldiers
who sneaked into Prey Chan village,
O'Chrov district, Banteay Meanchey
province, on September 16, 2025.

Hundreds of residents of Chok Chey
village worked together to remove all the
barbed wire that the Thai army had de-
ployed, and about 30 soldiers retreated.
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Building Strong Community Relationships Since 1907

Community Spotlight

Happy Hope Foundation

Our team is proud to support Happy Hope Foundation
in their mission to bring joy and comfort to children facing
tough times by delivering bright, cheerful care packages
filled with fun and hope.

In 2024 our colleagues helped 4,000 families by
assembling Happy Hope Bags with creative activities

and comfort essentials.

Visit your nearest branch or RocklandTrust.com
to learn more.

ROCKLAND TRUST |BANK
Where Each Relationship Matters®

Member FDIC
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Observer: Cambodia cannot sue
Thailand over border dispute at the
International Court of Justice

Cambodian observers say that
Cambodia cannot sue Thailand over the
border dispute over the Mom Bei area,
Ta Moan Thom Temple, Ta Moan Toch
Temple, and Ta Krabei Temple, to the
1JC because the Thai side has refused
to recognize the court's jurisdiction.

Former senior military officer of
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the Khmer People's Liberation Front,

Chum Chheang, wrote on his Facebook
account last weekend that Cambodia
can sue Thailand at the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) only under two
conditions:

First, Thailand agreed to recognize
the JurlSdlCthIl of the ICJ before Cam-

bodia filed a lawsuit.
Second, Thailand recognized the
jurisdiction of the ICJ after Cambodia

filed a lawsuit on the border case.

He explained that according to the
first condition, Thailand has declared
its non-recognition of the ICJ's jurisdic-
tion since 1960, so Cambodia cannot
sue Thailand at the ICJ. As for the
second condition, if the Thai side de-
clares its recognition of the jurisdiction
of the court again, even though it previ-
ously refused, then the court will be
able to process Cambodia's complaint
because the Thai side agrees to accept
the court's decision, the so-called basis
for expanding jurisdiction. But both
conditions 1 and 2 seem hopeless, so
taking the Thai side to the interna-
tional court with the consent of the Thai
side is absolutely impossible.

Mr. Chum Chheang claims that
according to Article 93 of the UN
Charter, members of the UN must au-
tomatically become parties to the Stat-
ute of the International Court of Justice
(ICJ), but must comply with Article 36
of the Court's Statute. Article 36 of the
Statute of the International Court of
Justice (ICJ) states that any party to the
ICJ Statute must at any time make a
declaration recognizing the jurisdiction
of the ICJ, which is necessary for the
ICJ to be able to accept their cases.

Article 53 of the ICJ Statute
clearly states that a party to the ICJ
Statute may request the Court to proceed
with its case even if the other party
refuses to join the case, the court will
only find that the other party has not
waived its jurisdiction, and that the
plaintiff's complaint is substantiated and
in accordance with the law.

The former senior general of the
Khmer People's Liberation Front said
that requesting the court to interpret the
meaning of the ruling regarding the
Preah Vihear Temple case is even more
impossible because the court cannot go
back to doing the same thing, while the

Please see /15
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Middlesex Community College is
excited to announce that eight new mem-

UGA{TMeUAfi; s Daniel R. Markow Bl North Read-  bers have joined the college’s Board of
o v L gpa - . o o« Trustees ahead of the 2025-2026 aca-
BUMIgNAStwItNAYS Middle-  ing 1 314) & AN AM 8AAE  demic year.

A board member from 2014 to 2019,
Stephanie J. Cronin, of Dunstable, will
return to the board as chair. New members
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also include Sidney L. Liang, of Lowell;
Maria A. Vejar-Mason, of Dracut; Yun-Ju
Choi, of Lowell; Daniel R. Markow, of
North Reading; Vladimir L. Saldafa, of
Lowell, as the appointed alumni; Joshua
J. Moreaux, Jr., of Lowell, as the elected

o o a

niglgniGm

Board of Trustees

alumni; and Abbygail Rivera, of Lowell,
as the student trustee.

“We are thrilled to welcome these
tremendous individuals to the college
community,” said Phil Sisson, MCC’s
President. “Stephanie, Sidney, Maria,
Yun-Ju, Daniel, Vladimir, Joshua and
Abbygail have proven themselves as
dedicated community members who
understand MCC’s mission of providing
an accessible education to our population
of students. They are joining an incred-
ible team of veteran trustees in Cheryl,
Kathy and Michael, while building upon
a strong and storied legacy provided to
us by our retiring members, including
Jim, Annie, Brian, Jim, Bopha, Steven
and Diamond. We are appreciative of all
our trustees for their service, as well as
for the critical work they have done and
will continue to do in ensuring Middlesex
remains a strong local and national
leader in community college education.”

Executive Director at Middlesex 3,
Cronin is a leader of business and eco-
nomic development in Middlesex

Please see /15
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New Techo International Airport opens

under 50-year Chinese debt deal

By The Cambodia Daily

Cambodia has officially opened
the Techo International Airport, known
by its acronym KTI, in Kandal province.
The launch on September 9 was marked
as a major national achievement, even
as the Asian Development Bank re-
cently cut its growth forecast for the
country to 5 percent this year, down
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from 6.2 percent.

The government says the $1.5-bil-
lion facility will handle between 13 and
15 million passengers and 175,000
tonnes of cargo annually. By 2030,
capacity is expected to reach 30 million
passengers, and by 2050, 50 million.

Former prime minister Hun Sen,
who now serves as president of the
Senate, hailed the new airport on his
Facebook page as Cambodia’s new
gateway to the world. He said it would
replace Phnom Penh International Air-
port and become a central aviation hub
for the nation’s future economic devel-
opment.

Hun Sen described aviation as a
crucial means of connecting tourism,
business, diplomacy, and multi-purpose
missions, calling it a key driver of
growth and investment. He added that
Cambodia had actively expanded its
aviation infrastructure to meet rising

travel demand and strengthen interna-
tional connectivity.

KTI, located about 20 kilometers
south of the capital on 2,600 hectares
of'land across Kandal and Takeo prov-
inces, has been classified as a 4F-grade
international airport, the highest cate-
gory for handling large aircraft, includ-
ing Airbus A380s and Boeing 747s. It
features three 4,000-meter runways and
can accommodate up to 13 million pas-
sengers a year, along with 26,000 tonnes
of cargo.

The airport was developed under
a build-operate-transfer arrangement
by the Overseas Cambodia Investment
Corporation, owned by tycoon Pung
Khiev Se, in partnership with China
Development Bank. OCIC holds 51
percent of the project, while the Chinese
lender holds 49 percent. Under the
agreement, China will control the airport
for at least 50 years as part of the Belt
and Road Initiative.

Additional financing came through
a joint venture called CAIC, which
raised $444 million from Cambodian
and regional banks, as well as a $100-mil-
lion investment by Thailand’s PTT in
fuel storage. More than ten foreign
engineering and service companies from
China, South Korea, Singapore, the UK,
and France are also involved in con-
struction, management, and operations.

On opening day, flights from Air
Cambodia and Singapore Airlines were
the first to land.

The government has said Phnom
Penh International Airport, also known
as Pochentong, will eventually be closed
permanently. Prime Minister Hun Ma-
net had earlier assured the public that
the site would remain state property for
public use, possibly as an auxiliary
airfield, and would not be privatized.
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Observer: If Cambodia-Thailand
border dispute has not ended, it is
not yet time to reopen the border

Cambodian observers say that if
Cambodia and Thailand cannot negoti-
ate to end the war or border dispute
between the two countries, the situation
will not be completely resolved. It is
not yet time for Cambodia to reopen its
borders, unless it inevitably faces severe
pressure from third countries.

Social development researcher Dr.
Meas Ny said on The Cambodia Daily's
Idea Talk program on the evening of
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September 15 that if the Cambodian
government reopens the border cross-
ings even though the armies of both
countries have occupied territory along
the border areas that have not yet been
clearly defined, it will make it even
more difficult to demarcate the border
between the two countries in the future.

Dr. Meas Ny said that economic
issues are indeed factors to consider,
but integrity is even more important,
while citizens are worried about losing
territory to Thailand, which is cur-
rently in conflict with Cambodia.

In fact, the Thai army's incursion
into Chok Chey and Prey Chan village,
O Bei Choan commune, O Chrov district,
Banteay Meanchey province, and
other areas where the Thai side has built
trenches in Cambodian territory. This

is the most important issue that the
government must resolve completely
before discussing reopening the border.

The social development research-
er stated that Thailand is now worried
about losing its market in Cambodia if
the border between the two countries
continues to be closed indefinitely. He
said that Thailand's concern is that if
the closure continues, Chinese and
Vietnamese goods will definitely
dominate the Cambodian market in the
future, while prices will also be lower
than Thai goods.

This claim comes after Cambodia
and Thailand discussed reopening some
borders at the request of the Japanese
government recently.

On September 10, Minister of
National Defense Tea Seiha issued a
press release on the results of the Gen-
eral Border Committee (GBC) meeting,
stating that Cambodia and Thailand
discussed the opening of some border
crossings at the request of the Japanese
government, For the transportation of
goods necessary to ensure the supply
chain.

However, on September 13, Thai
Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul
stated that reopening the border with
Cambodia requires several agreements
and the preparation of military forces,
as well as compliance with Thai condi-
tions.

On September 11, the head of the
Thai National Security Mission Coor-
dination Office, Wanchana Sawasdee,
was quoted by the Thai newspaper
Khaosod as opposing the opening of
the Cambodia-Thailand border crossing
despite the Japanese government's re-
quest.

The Cambodia-Thailand border is
over 800 kilometers long, passing through
7 provinces, including Pailin, Pursat,
Battambang, Oddar Meanchey, Banteay

Please see /21
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Eroups are concerned about the
chemical weapons used by the

Thai army on Cambodian territory

Nearly 10 non-governmental or-
ganizations have expressed concern
about the effects of chemical weapons
used by Thai troops on Cambodian
territory during clashes along the border,
after finding signs of some effects.

A group of eight civil society or-
ganizations, including the Cambodian
Humanitarian Forum (CHF), the Cam-

L

SnedRpuUIgAIg Uit IEIRANGg
ANMIAANAHF AN AN AN R
tsmsid idgjomapanids
waIpAn Mg grugssppiGime
HAPAE SumwAnduumy
vgnnopisgithi
muntg§as iessuim gibobe
eUNiA A8 Thai Enquirer IS G SRt
th anénis msegruannithgs
msiPmitium s animag afi
nansg (WP) isTai g cmuiiis
thywagthAniss Giganéals
MSHINDH ANIMAGAJINAN
Finsdsiusthminftig
mufigébd ieafin gibobe
infMImithAngth #inat
islincunigia o6 8n 0bm§
NG IgEbn fgnnih gibobd
nénis msiPwgiun:cyiin
gisHguna mulunsiNy Shlm
nuisidusfnogadadagt
Sinuenis: o 68 AJEY

HSin)UEuRtgIn ML MM

S'Iy;‘ﬂ ST WaNItUiNY
bodian Human Rights Alliance (CHRAC),
and Ponlok Khmer (PKH), issued a
joint statement on September 11 that
this information collection serves two
purposes: to protect the environment,
human rights, and the well-being of
affected communities, and to support
the implementation of relevant interna-
tional law by ensuring that the perpetra-
tors are held accountable.

The same source claims that research
has found the presence of toxic chem-
icals used during the Cambodian-Thai
border conflict, which pose a continuing
risk to communities in the border areas.
Symptoms include difficult breathing,
dry throat, weakness, headache, and
signs of possible lung damage.

The same source said that these
symptoms occurred in villagers living
in Preah Vihear and Oddar Meanchey

provinces, while their livestock, such
as chickens, ducks, and pigs, died in
massve number while the surviving
animals suffered from serious skin
diseases and crops and fruit trees turn
gray, others turn red, etc.

Furthermore, villagers living in the
Takrabei Temple, Ta Moan Temple, and
Preah Vihear Temple areas are afraid
to return home due to the presence of
unexploded ordnance and toxic smoke.
While many villages have reported that
the use of rainwater stored in jars has
also caused vomiting, skin irritation,
and diarrhea.

These organizations are calling on
the United Nations and ASEAN to
conduct independent scientific investi-
gations and in-depth technical studies
to identify the substances used to con-
firm their origin, to hold perpetrators
accountable, and to ensure justice in
accordance with international legal
frameworks.

On August 19, 2025, the Thai
Enquirer reported that the Thai army
admitted that it had indeed used white
phosphorus (WP) shells in the border
conflict with Cambodia but the Thai
military claimed that the white phos-
phorus was not a chemical weapon.

On July 28, 2025, the Cambodian
Ministry of National Defense claimed
that at 5:06 p.m. on July 27, 2025, the
Thai army used fighter jets, suicide
drones, cluster bombs, and toxic smoke
in the Ghost Mountain area in Cambo-
dian territory.

Regarding this issue, Dr. In Sophal,
a political science expert, wrote on his
Facebook account on September 11 that
Thailand is a signatory to major inter-
national treaties that prohibit the use of
weapons such as the Chemical Weapons
Convention, the Biological Weapons
Convention, and the Geneva Protocol
(1925).
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Vietnam urges Hun Sen to deepen party
ties with ruling CPP

Vietnam’s Communist Party has
urged Hun Sen, president of Cambodia’s
ruling Cambodian People’s Party and
chairman of the Senate, to strengthen
party-to-party cooperation and foster
closer engagement among younger
generations.

According to Chea Thyrith, spokes-
man for the Cambodian People’s Party
and the Senate, Hun Sen met Commu-
nist Party general secretary To Lam on
September 1 at the party’s headquarters

in Hanoi.
Hun Sen visited Vietnam from
September 1 to 2 for a two-day trip to

attend celebrations marking the 80th
anniversary of Vietnam’s independence.
During the trip, he also held talks with
National Assembly chairman Tran Thanh
Man.

Chea Thyrith said To Lam encour-
aged the two countries to continue
party-level exchanges, including recip-
rocal visits and cooperation between
officials.

Hun Sen praised Vietnam’s August
Revolution of 1945, describing it as a
historic moment not only for Vietnam
but also for independence movements
across the region and beyond.

He also highlighted the need to
expand bilateral relations, particularly
in trade, the economy, and military
cooperation, noting that ties between
the two countries have deepened in
recent years.

But not all observers view the
relationship positively. Critics argue
that Cambodia has gained little benefit
from its partnership with Vietnam. They
say Hanoi has repeatedly used high-
level meetings to press Phnom Penh to
ease the status of Vietnamese nationals
living illegally in Cambodia, an issue
that has persisted from Hun Sen’s long
premiership into the current leadership
of Hun Manet.

The same sources contend that
Vietnam has consistently been the main
beneficiary of the relationship. They
point to the three-country development
triangle involving Cambodia, Vietnam,
and Laos, which covers 13 provinces,
and argue that Vietnam has reaped
disproportionate advantages, including
from Cambodian provinces included in
the scheme.
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More than 50 civil society groups call
on Cambodian government to scrap
law revoking citizenship by birth

By The Cambodia Daily

More than 50 Cambodian civil
society organizations have issued a joint
statement urging the government to
repeal recent amendments to the na-
tionality law. They argue that provisions
allowing authorities to strip citizens of
their Cambodian nationality violate
international standards and could have
severe consequences for the population.

In a statement released on Septem-
ber 9, a coalition of 54 organizations
said Article 29 of the amended law
empowers authorities to revoke nation-
ality under vague and ambiguous con-
ditions, without providing clear defini-
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tions or legal safeguards.

The groups stressed that such broad
and undefined terms amount to an
overly expansive definition of criminal
acts, leaving wide discretion for au-
thorities to interpret and apply the law
arbitrarily. They warned that this opens

the door to abuse and undermines legal
certainty.

The statement further argued that
Article 29 offers no due process protec-
tions for those accused and provides no
clear procedures to challenge or review
decisions, raising concerns about fair-
ness and accountability.

Civil society groups noted that
under international law, revocation of
nationality must be applied without
discrimination based on political opin-
ion, ethnicity, or social status. They said
the current law fails to meet these
standards and risks being used for po-
litical purposes.

Cambodia’s amended nationality
law was promulgated on September 5
by acting head of state Hun Sen after
revisions to Articles 1, 7, 16, 28, 29,
and 34 were passed by the National
Assembly on August 25 and endorsed
by the Senate on September 1.

The groups pointed to Article 15
of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, which affirms that everyone has
the right to a nationality and that no
one shall be arbitrarily deprived of
nationality or denied the right to change
it.

Adding to the criticism, Kang
Rithikiri, a former professor and former
defense lawyer at the Khmer Rouge
tribunal, wrote on Facebook on Sep-
tember 8 that stripping Cambodians of
their nationality by birth—whether
justified by law or decree—remains, in
his view, part of a wider act of genocide.
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ny W mis GjmIsnmifu(ysfuy  Cambodia calls for international mediation
in border dispute with Thailand
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By The Cambodia Daily

Cambodia’s Prime Minister Hun
Manet has appealed to world leaders to
help resolve his country’s simmering
border dispute with Thailand.

During recent meetings in China,
Hun Manet told United Nations Secre-
tary-General Antonio Guterres, Chinese
President Xi Jinping, and Malaysian
Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim that
third-party monitoring would be es-
sential if the conflict is to be settled
peacefully.

According to a statement from the
Cambodian government’s spokesperson
unit, Hun Manet raised the cases of two
villages in Banteay Meanchey province
where Thai forces have reportedly

1A 1S BiRaNe GUARYWINA MSHRM)
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erected barbed wire and forced Cam-
bodian residents from their homes. The
prime minister asked international
partners to intervene in order to ensure
the ceasefire is fully respected and
monitored, and to prevent the conflict
zone from expanding further.

The government statement warned

that the use of military force to occupy
land and the forced eviction of civilians
could spark a fresh outbreak of armed
clashes. Independent monitoring, it
argued, would not only uphold interna-
tional law but also help deter further
escalation.

On September 4, Cambodia released
a report stressing that it has pursued
every diplomatic avenue available
under international law to protest against
Thailand’s actions. Phnom Penh and
Bangkok agreed to a 13-point ceasefire
on August 7, yet tensions continue
despite that deal.

In a separate development, Thai-
land’s military ties with the United
States appear to be deepening. The US
Navy’s Seventh Fleet announced that
the submarine tender USS Frank Cable
left the Thai island of Phuket on Sep-
tember 4 after a four-day port call as
part of a broader deployment in the
Asia-Pacific. The vessel serves as a
mobile support base for submarines and
other warships.

Meanwhile, Thailand and the US
recently concluded joint air force exer-
cises known as Enduring Partners 2025.
The drills, held in late August in Korat
province, involved aerial refueling mis-
sions using American KC-135 Strato-
tankers and Thai F-16 fighters. The
maneuvers underscored the two countries’
long-standing defense partnership, which
dates back more than seven decades.

Cambodia’s appeal for outside
mediation highlights both the fragility
of the ceasefire and the wider regional
stakes as major powers deepen their
security cooperation in Southeast Asia.
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Cambodian border province refuses
Thai request over disputed villages

By The Cambodia Daily

Authorities in Cambodia’s Banteay
Meanchey province have rejected a
request from Thailand’s Sa Kaeo pro-
vincial administration to cooperate on
resolving disputes over Cambodian
villagers’ homes near the frontier.

Banteay Meanchey governor Um
Reatrey wrote in a letter dated Septem-
ber 2, made public today, that issues

thorities must respect existing agreements
and preserve stability until the joint
border commissions meet again. Only
through those mechanisms, he added,
could a peaceful and lawful settlement
be reached.

The dispute escalated after Thai
newspaper Khaosod published a letter
on September 3 from Sa Kaeo’s admin-
istration ordering 170 Cambodian
families in Chouk Chey village, Banteay

related to border management, demar-

-

!

cation, and the planting of markers fall
under the authority of the Cambodia—
Thailand General Border Committee
and the Joint Boundary Commission.
He pointed to the 1995 border coop-
eration agreement and the 2000 memo-
randum of understanding signed by the
two governments as the relevant legal
frameworks.

The governor stressed that unilat-
eral actions affecting Cambodian residents
would constitute a serious violation of
both the 2000 memorandum and the
ceasefire agreement reached on July 28
this year. He warned that such moves
also undermine the spirit of recent
meetings of the General Border Com-
mittee in Malaysia on August 7 and the
Regional Border Committee on August
22.

Um Reatrey said Sa Kaeo au-

HAM UISHUS WY S WD SIT UETANIU ATHAT U [ siAT THMALH SIS

Meanchey, to dismantle their homes.
Thai officials threatened legal action if
residents refused.

Thai troops have also raised ban-
ners inside the village, claiming in Thai,
English, and Khmer that Cambodians
have lived there illegally since 1979.
Cambodian analysts say it is the respon-
sibility of Phnom Penh’s government
to respond.

On September 4, Cambodian me-
dia outlet SBT broadcast live from
Chouk Chey, showing villagers block-
ing Thai soldiers who were attempting
to install barbed wire fencing around
the disputed area.

The standoff underscores the fragil-
ity of the border ceasefire and the high
stakes for thousands of Cambodian
civilians who fear losing their homes.
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Cambodian government urges citizens
to trust leadership on border issue

By The Cambodia Daily

Prime Minister Hun Manet has told
Cambodians there are no conditions in
the current ceasefire negotiations requir-
ing either side to withdraw troops or
surrender territory. He insisted that the
government has not ordered a pullback
of forces since the truce began, and
appealed for public trust in his admin-
istration’s efforts to secure a swift
resolution that serves the national inter-
est.
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Writing on his official Facebook
page, Hun Manet acknowledged that
many negotiations are not made public,
which can give the impression of silence,
but said government spokespeople and
ministries continue to communicate
essential updates to the people. He has
previously told citizens that Cambodia’s
territory has expanded under his party’s
leadership, suggesting the landmass is
now larger than the official 181,035
square kilometres.

On the border dispute, Hun Manet
reaffirmed Cambodia’s commitment to
peaceful resolution through existing
mechanisms such as the Cambodia—
Thailand Joint Boundary Commission.
He said the government’s position is
anchored in treaties, agreements, and
international law. Cambodia has previ-
ously threatened to take the issue to the
International Court of Justice.

Speaking to The Cambodia Daily,
Man Nat, head of the Cambodia Watch
Council, said Phnom Penh must ur-
gently pursue legal action against
Thailand at both the International Court
of Justice over the border issue and the
International Criminal Court for alleged
acts of war and crimes against civilians.

He added that beyond litigation,
Cambodia must intensify its diplomacy
to mobilise international support. This,
he argued, should include ASEAN
mechanisms, United Nations principles,
the Security Council, and even the
Paris Peace Agreements.

Man Nat said Cambodia should
also make clear that Thailand must
withdraw from areas demarcated by 73
boundary posts dating back to French
colonial treaties of 1904 and 1907, and
that France should be asked to mediate.

Analysts note it has been more than
a month since border clashes erupted,
yet Cambodians have not seen concrete
steps from the government to follow
through on its pledge to bring Thailand
before international courts. So far,
discussions remain limited to boundary
commission meetings and appeals for
a return to normalcy.
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Observer: Cambodia cannot sue
Thailand over border dlstpute at the

International Court o

From Page 04

dispute over the Mom Bei area, Ta Moan
Thom Temple, Ta Moan Toch Temple,
and Ta Krabei Temple is a new case
that is outside the scope of the 1962
ruling.
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On June 16, 2025, Cambodian
Senate President Hun Sen claimed that
Cambodia had already filed a lawsuit
against Thailand at the International

Justice

Court of Justice over the Mom Bei area,
Ta Moan Thom Temple, Ta Moan Toch
Temple, and Ta Krabey Temple cases.

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun
Sen confirmed on June 16 that Cambo-
dia's official letter was personally de-
livered to Registrar Philippe Gautier at
the International Court of Justice (ICJ)
on June 16, 2025.

Hun Manet stated that Cambodia
will not retreat from using legal mech-
anisms through the International Court
of Justice (ICJ) to seek a solution to the
Cambodia-Thailand border issue at Ta
Moan Thom Temple, Ta Moan Toch
Temple, Ta Krabey Temple, and the
Mom Tei area.

However, the former acting Prime
Minister of Thailand, Phumtham Wichay-
achay, who recently resigned, stated on
June 4, 2025, while he was still the
Minister of Defense of Thailand, that
Thailand's policy does not recognize
the jurisdiction of the (ICJ).

Eight New Members Join MCC'’s
Board of Trustees

From Page 05

County. She serves in leadership roles for
several community organizations, includ-
ing as a member of the Board of Directors
for the Middlesex Community College
Foundation and the Greater Lowell Com-
munity Foundation.

Liang previously worked as the
Senior Director of Metta Health Center
in Lowell, providing leadership and guid-
ance for strengthening community part-
nerships and relationships with refugee
and immigrant communities. Housemaster
and Dean of Students for Lowell High
School from 2003 to 2023, Vejar-Mason
is an experienced and effective educator
and administrator who is now a business
entrepreneur and owner in the Lowell
area.

At the Coalition for a Better Acre,
Choi was the Chief Executive Officer,
bringing over 30 years of experience in
progressive management. Now President

and Chief Executive Officer of Sterling
Corporation, Markow offers expertise in
business management and strategic lead-
ership. A community development profes-
sional, Saldafia is a Commercial Real
Estate Agent and Property Manager for
The Edge Group, Inc. and Bell Tower
Management.

Elected the alumni trustee in Spring
2025, Moreaux is the current Manager of
Learning Implementation and Delivery
at Takeda who now assists students in the
college’s Learn and Earn Experience.
Current MCC early childhood education
student Rivera is passionate about ensur-
ing high-quality education for all students
and hopes to advocate for resources and
support in her role as Student Trustee.

Three previous trustees will remain
on the board, which include Cheryl E.
Howard, of Reading; Kathleen A. Plath,

Please see /23
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US Embassy in Cambodia celebrates 75 years of
strong partnership and supports ceasefire between
Cambodia and Thailand

By JINTAMAS SAKSORNCHAI
and SOPHENG CHEANG

BANGKOK (AP) — The army
chiefs of Thailand and Cambodia agreed
on Thursday to a withdrawal and to
seek a peaceful solution to the disputed
border area where a brief clash a day
earlier killed one Cambodian soldier,
Thai officials said.

Cambodian troops were conducting
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a routine patrol along the border when
the Thai side opened fire, Cambodia
said Wednesday. The Thai army said
that the Cambodian soldiers entered a
disputed area and opened fire when Thai
soldiers approached to negotiate.

The clash lasted about 10 minutes
until local commanders spoke to each
other and ordered a ceasefire, the Thai
army said.

Gen. Pana Claewplodtook, the Thai
army chief, met with Cambodian coun-
terpart Gen. Mao Sophan at a border
checkpoint and expressed his condo-
lences over the death of the Cambo-
dian soldier, Thai army spokesperson
Winthai Suvaree said.

Winthai said both sides agreed to
a withdrawal and will seek peaceful
solutions together through special joint
committees on border situations between
the two countries in the coming weeks.
He said that the troops from both sides

had already stepped back from the area
of the clash to their usual positions.

A statement from the Cambodian
army that was released later said that
the two countries would work together
to resolve the situation peacefully.
However, the statement said that Cam-
bodia wouldn’t “retreat or stand unarmed
at the point of conflict,” although it
wasn’t clear from which position the
army was referring to.

Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn
Shinawatra said on Thursday before the
talks that she was confident of a positive
development for the border situation,
and that both sides agreed that they
don’t wish for violence.

Prime Minister Hun Manet of
Cambodia posted on his Facebook that
officials of the two countries wanted to
prevent further clashes and normalize
the situation. But he also said Cambo-
dia has sent troops and weapons as
reinforcement to the disputed border.

“I do not want to see any fighting
between armies that does not bring any
benefits to our two countries and peoples,
especially those who are fighting di-
rectly on the front lines,” he said.

Neighboring Thailand and Cam-
bodia have a long history of land disputes.
The most prominent involved the
Preah Vihear promontory, an area around
a 1,000-year-old temple that was listed
as a UNESCO world heritage site in
2008. The U.N.’s International Court
of Justice granted sovereignty over the
area to Cambodia in 2013.

There have been recent border
incidents between the two countries,
including in February when Cambo-
dian troops and their family members
entered an ancient temple along the
border and sang the Cambodian na-
tional anthem, leading to a brief argu-
ment with Thai troops.
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Observer: If Cambodia-Thailand
border dispute has not ended, it is
not yet time to reopen the border

From Page 07

Meanchey, Koh Kong. and Preah Vihear
province, which has 10 international
border gates and 5 regional border gates.

In the past, it has been observed
that through international border cross-
ings between the two countries, hundreds
of container trucks of Thai agricultural
products and goods have been im-
ported into Cambodia and passed through
to Vietnam every day and the border
crossing also imports a large number
of Thai goods daily.

Pailin province has one interna-
tional border gate with Thailand, the
Prum International Gate, Battambang
province has two international gates
with Thailand and three border gates,
Banteay Meanchey province has two

international border gates and two re-
gional border gates.

Oddar Meanchey province has
three international border crossings with
Thailand, and Koh Kong province has
one international border crossing, Cham
Yam and Preah Vihear province also
has one international border crossing,
An Ses.

Pursat province has a plan to build
the Thma Da international border cross-
ing in Veal Veng district, adjacent to
Trat province, in the past, but it has not
yet operated.

However, after the Cambodia-
Thailand border dispute, both sides
decided to close all border gates since
June 17, 2025.
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24 civilians and monks fainted and seriously injured when
Thai troops fired rubber bullets, rubber slingshots, and
smoke bombs as they spread barbed wire on Cambodian soil

From Front Page

that approximately 24 Cambodian citi-
zens and monks were injured due to the
use of violence using rubber bullets and
rubber slingshots fired by Thai military
forces in Prey Chan village, O Bei

Banteay Meanchey province, to enclose
the land where Cambodian people have
lived and benefited for a long time. But
the people there came forward to defend
their land and removed the barbed wire.

Thai authorities fired rubber bullets

momipacttunhnisnmumounnuigigs

Choan commune, O Chrov district,

Banteay Meanchey province, when they
went out to defend their legal land from
Thai encroachment.

In the afternoon of September 17,
2025, at 3:44 p.m. Thai armed troops
and police officers, armed with batons,
shields, and other equipment, entered
the area to disperse the protesters in
area of Prey Chan village, O Bei
Choan commune, O Chrov district,

and smoke bombs at Cambodian citizens,
causing them to shed tears and using
sound equipment that damaged their
eardrums and brain systems. They also
caused violence against Cambodian
citizens by using riot gear and firing
rubber slingshots, causing at least 24
citizens and monks to faint and sustain
serious and minor injuries.
Cambodian armed forces and law
enforcement agencies, who are stationed

in the area, were also present at the
incident to protect the safety of the
citizens to fulfill their professional du-
ties and high responsibilities in strictly

According to a spokesperson for
the Royal Government of Cambodia,
police and authorities in Banteay
Meanchey province rescued the injured

o
)
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citizens and monks and sent an ambu-
lance to transport the seriously injured
to the hospital.

adhering to the ceasefire agreement and
respecting the agreed principles in re-
solving issues peacefully and fairly in
accordance with international law.
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of Lowell; and Michael A. Ferrari, of
Sudbury. Howard was Vice President of
Marketing and Admission at Simmons
University and received several awards
for her professional work, as well as her
service to the community. She has been
a member of the board since 2016.
Serving on the board since 2017,
Plath joined Community Teamwork in
2018 as the Director of Development and
Marketing. She has more than 20 years
of Executive Leadership in Sales and
Marketing for both large and small com-
panies in the healthcare, technology, and
non-profit worlds. At Northeastern Uni-
versity, Ferrari is the Assistant Vice
President for External Affairs and State

Board of Trustees

Relations and Director of Government
Relations and Public Affairs, Government
Relations Manager. A trustee since 2022,
he provides strategic council to the uni-
versity president and vice president for
external affairs on all aspects of state and
federal government relations in his role.

The college is grateful to the retired
members of the board for their time of
service. The past trustees are former chair
James J. Campbell, of Lowell; vice chair
Annie O’Connor, of Lowell; Brian L.
Chapman, of Lowell, James H. Campa-
nini, of Lowell; Bopha T. Malone, of
Bedford; elected alumni Steven C. Iem,
of Lowell; and student trustee Diamond
Tin, of Lowell.
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