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Cambodia Foreign Ministry Reaffirms

Attc:-rney Francisco J. Rosa Attorney Andrew ‘Bunna’ Taing

Support for One- Chlna Policy 1T [JN8ATATA] IH. A0 wind weyg G s

Cambodia has reiterated "?“'- : 8 A C DI"ICEI':It ratEd in Ei S m A ‘[’g ns
its long-standing support for Auto Accldqnt Imemh fiG [ﬁﬁ[ﬁﬂi‘i}flﬁ %
Beijing’s One-China policy Personal Injury MM aIthnigs
as tensions rise between Heal_ ‘”‘Et?‘te Closing ﬁ']i e I:I,'Lg‘l gh fis
China and Japan over Taiwan. l mmlgraﬂnn [UHS

In a statement Monday, {D}:':?dmgj stod Fi‘li g
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs |8 Bankuptc y ﬁ']j[ﬁfj[ﬁ nics ApnGs
and International Cooperation [F y fﬁ HiG e “

Main Office / Mailing Address

said Phnom Penh “strongly
advocates” efforts to maintain
peace and stability in the
region, urging mutual respect and the
peaceful settlement of disputes.

Revere Office
385 Broadway, Suite 305
Revere, MA 02151

978-458-0934 - at@rosataing.com

1550 Middlesex Street
Lowell, MA 01851

The ministry said Cambodia
Please see /17
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Village Library Inspires Reading Culture
among Rural Children in Battambang

PHNOM PENH — The Village
Library, a youth-run community library
in Thma Koul district, Battambang
province, has been promoting reading
habits and positive behavioral changes
among rural children for more than four

i g \ .
A Volunteer student is teachlng Khmer poetry to the children.
Photo_ Village Library.
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years.

Founded by Chhai Bunsorng, 31,
the library has been in operation for
more than four years. What began with
just a basket of books has now become
a lively learning space visited by about
30 children each day.

Bunsorng, who works at Phare
Ponleu Selpak and teaches at the Uni-
versity of Management and Economics
in Battambang, said he started the
project while working in Siem Reap.
The idea came during the COVID-19
pandemic when school closures left
rural children at risk of losing interest
in learning.

“When public and private schools
were closed, I asked my younger
brother to teach Khmer and English to
our nephews and nieces at home, and
soon the children from the village joined
in,” he recalled.

“I was worried they might forget
what they learned or even drop out of
school during the lockdown.”

The library has since reduced the
need for children to travel long dis-
tances to access books and provides a
space that keeps them away from dis-
tractions such as mobile games or drugs.

A Place to Read, Play, and Grow

Originally open only on Sundays,
the Village Library now operates daily
during school breaks from morning to
evening to make use of children’s free
time.

“We target students under 18 years
old but also encourage them to bring
younger siblings, even toddlers, so they
can adapt to this learning environment,”
said Bunsorng.

Six high school and secondary
school students volunteer regularly,
helping organize reading sessions,
English lessons, and painting activities.

Mornings are filled with reading
and games, while afternoons focus on
study sessions. Most of the collection
consists of children’s storybooks and
self-development titles.

Bunsorng and other young people
contribute their own resources to sustain
the library, while donations, both books
and small funds, are collected through
the Village Library Facebook page.
Currently, he is raising funds to replace
broken tables and purchase storage
cabinets.

Inspiring Others to Build Their
Own

Parents of the children have shown
strong support, with some donating to
help keep the library running. The
initiative has even inspired youth in
nearby areas to establish two more small
community libraries.

“They reached out to me for guid-
ance,”
continues to spread, because one small
library can make a small change, but

said Bunsorng. “I hope the idea

Please see /15
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Silk fabric in Cambodia has a long
history. The practice dates as early as
the 1st century, and textiles were used
in trade during Angkorian Silk and
textual are mostly used by The Royal
family, high-ranking class families and
performers. The silk production chain

Plcture from facebook’s user Prim Houn
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were postponed during Khmer Rouge.
Presently, the materials are popular for
designing traditional dress and modern
dresses for wedding parties, other cru-
cial events, and wedding ceremonies.
Silk is a golden fabric which is

given the name as Pa Mong (Solid silk)

and Hol (pattern silk). The raw materi-
als are made by mulberry plants and
silk worms. Silk weavers generally are
women. Silk is made in some part of
province in Cambodia such as Banteay

Thom, Khandal, Prey Veng, Siem Reap,
Stung Treng, Takeo province and Phnom
Penh.

Silks are wore in special ceremony
such as, traditional wedding ceremonies
and Cambodia official ceremony which
follow the code of 7 colors. Each color
are required to wear in following a day
of week. Khmer people strongly believed
that if they practiced by wearing the 7
colors in 7 days, it would bring them
to meet a success, happiness, harmony,
healthiness and luckiness.

Sunday is a red fabric that mean
“Brave, bold, heroic, courageous, valiant

Timn@nERnG)”.

Monday is a yellow fabric that
mean “Equality, equity, to equal (FUHATA
BUHEE Mg

Tuesday is a purple fabric that
mean “Honestly, loyalty (AR 0 AN
().

Wednesday is a light green fabric
thatmean “‘Justice. neuuahty HAn Lﬁﬁ‘“l £
m ﬂLnHLnftianH)”

Thursday is a green fabric that mean
“Hope (M NEUH]Y §euilju)”,

Friday is a blue fabric that mean

“Forglveness Tolerance, Friendly
([HLnMIn fgmmn Mg
{an)”.

Satueday is a brown/tamarind
fabric that mean “Sadness (MANGQ
{hts)”.
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From left, City Councilor Wayne Jenness, City Councilor Erik Gitschier,
City Councilor Rita Mercier, City Councilor-Elect Sean McDonough, City
Councilor Kim Scott, City Councilor Sokhary Chau, State Rep. Tara Hong,
City Councilor John Descoteaux, Assistant City Manager Shawn Machado,
state Rep. Rodney Elliott, and City Councilor Corey Robinson. (Photo

Lowell Parks Department Cuts Ribbon
on Renovated Durkin Park

LOWELL — A universally ac-
cessible playground with new slides

Courtesy City of Lowell)

LAUN 7 Shawn Machado £ Stis s .o
v HIgIeNIG9b

court, and poured-in-place rubber
surfacing are some of the highlights

of the renovated Durkin Park adjacent
to the Lincoln School on Chelmsford
Street.

City leaders cut a ribbon on the
newly renovated park on Saturday
morning, officially opening it to chil-
dren of all ages after a months-long,
$720,000 renovation funded by a
Community Development Block

Grant.

Assistant City Manager Shawn
Machado welcomed City Councilors
and residents to the ribbon cutting
before District 8 City Councilor John
Descoteaux spoke of playing at Dur-
kin Park as a child, back when the
park didn't have nearly as many
amenities.

"I remember half of the time the
basketball hoops were broken off. You

couldn't play. There was glass
Please see /16
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Innovation

For 20 years, UMass Lowell has
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Innovation

Network Corridor
LINC The heart of an exciting

economic transformation in Lowell

cies and nonprofit organizations. With
a research enterprise now exceeding
$120 million annually, the university is
working with the city of Lowell to
dramatically scale up these partnerships.

Enter the Lowell Innovation Net-
work Corridor, a 1.2-million-square-foot
mixed-use development set to foster a
thriving innovation ecosystem that will
transform the city’s economic future.

Create Thousands of Jobs

The project itself will require 1,300
construction jobs, with an additional
2,000 permanent jobs created over the
next decade, from entry level to C-suite.

With multl%le employ/%rg located on
lease see
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Vietnam's City squares ofter free sewing booths-mend
old clothes or earn quick money via stitching

In Vietnam, a new wave of practi-
cal public service is emerging in the
form of free sewing booths placed in
city squares. These modest yet impact-
ful spaces are equipped with basic
sewing machines, spare thread, and
materials — giving anyone the chance
to mend, repair, or alter clothes at no
cost. Open to all, the booths operate on
the simple idea that everyone deserves
a way to extend the life of their cloth-
ing, regardless of income or housing
situation.

More than just a place to fix buttons
or patch holes, these booths have also
become informal micro-workstations.
Skilled locals — including elderly
tailors or job-seekers — often offer
quick repairs or basic tailoring services
to others for a small fee or donation.

It's a space where creativity meets com-
munity support, where someone’s talent
with a needle can translate into both
self-worth and pocket income.

The booths are intentionally lo-
cated near busy squares, transit stops,
and flea markets — areas where both
foot traffic and textile need are high.
Volunteers and local NGOs keep them
stocked and tidy, ensuring the equipment
remains safe and usable for all. In some
cities, weekend workshops are even
offered to teach sewing basics to beginners.

This low-cost urban solution tack-
les waste, unemployment, and access
all at once — proving that with just a
sewing machine and an open booth, a
little thread can stitch together much
more than clothes.
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Japan opens night study buses for teens

- tutor ride the route and help

with home-

work 1n areas without libraries

In Japan, a creative response to
educational gaps is gaining momentum
— night study buses for teens. These
mobile classrooms travel through neigh-
borhoods that lack access to libraries
or tutoring centers, offering free home-
work help right where it’s needed. Each
bus is equipped with tables, lights, and
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comfortable seating, creating a focused
learning space on wheels.

Tutors ride along the entire route,
offering personalized support in math,
language, and science. Some are uni-
versity students, others retired teachers
— all volunteering their time to uplift
local youth. The buses park at familiar
public spots for fixed hours, allowing
students to hop on after school, espe-
cially those whose parents work late or
whose homes lack quiet space.

Inside, Wi-Fi is available for online
resources, and shelves hold donated
books and supplies. The atmosphere is
supportive, not formal — many students
come just to study near others or ask a
single question. There’s no pressure, no
judgment, only guidance and warmth.

This initiative isn't just about
homework. It's about providing consis-
tency, mentoring, and a safe place to
learn — especially for teens in low-
income or rural areas. By transforming
the humble bus into a rolling classroom,
Japan is proving that education doesn’t
need grand buildings — just access,
wheels, and people who care.

LINC The heart of an exciting

economic transformation in Lowell

From Page 06
UMass Lowell’s campus, LINC also
expands opportunities for students to
gain career-connected experiences.
Boost the Local Economy
According to analysis by the Do-
nahue Institute, LINC will generate $3.7
billion in new economic activity over
the next decade and $4 million to $6
million in new annual tax revenue for
the City of Lowell.
Bring More Fun
Between the university and the
city, the area is already packed with

options for fans of the arts, sports,
culture, history and diverse dining spots.
LINC will bring even more. Developers
are dedicating space in LINC for new
retail and restaurants, and an effort is
underway to find partners to build a
second ice rink and utilize LeLacheur
Park for more activities.

Provide More Housing

LINC includes plans for more at-
tractive, reasonably priced places to
live. Nearly 500 new housing
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US Lifts Arms Embargo on Cambodia
Following Ceasefire Agreement

The United States lifted its arms

paIgHEIIETAMSHAMT  famumemSNAIinmAinjts  embargo on Cambodia on Nov. 6, fol-
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lowing a ceasefire agreement brokered
last week by President Donald Trump

United States Secretary of State Marco Rubio

between Cambodia and neighboring
Thailand.

The embargo, imposed in 2021
under President Joe Biden, restricted
Cambodia’s access to U.S. defense
equipment amid concerns over China’s
military influence, human rights viola-
tions, and alleged corruption.

A notice published in the Federal
Register stated that Secretary of State
Marco Rubio authorized arms sales to
Cambodia on a case-by-case basis, cit-
ing the country’s “diligent pursuit of
peace and security, including through
renewed engagement with the United
States on defense cooperation and
combating transnational crime.”

The policy shift follows a meeting
between U.S. Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth and Cambodian Minister of
National Defence Tea Seiha in Malay-

Please see /21
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Khieu Kanharith recalls the history of
Thailand agreeing to return two provinces to
Cambodia under the American initiative

Former Minister of Information
and member of the King's High Coun-
cil, Khieu Kanharith, said that Novem-
ber 17, is a bitter historical day that
every Cambodian must remember the
history of Battambang and Siem Reap
province before Thailand returned them
to Cambodia under the initiative of the
United States.

Khieu Kanharith wrote on his
Facebook page on November 18 that
every Cambodian citizen must remem-
ber the bitter history with Thailand,

- S 2
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especially the history of Battambang
and Siem Reap province, which was
guaranteed by the Franco-Siamese
Treaty of 1907 and the Franco-Thai
Agreement of 1946 under the auspices
of the United States.

He said that when talking about
the history of Battambang and Siem
Reap provinces, one cannot forget the
Franco-Siamese Treaty dated March
23, 1907 and the Franco-Thai Agree-
ment dated November 17, 1946 signed
in Washington, D.C., United States of
America.

Khieu Kanharith recalled that dur-
ing World War 11, the Japanese Empire's

army conquered almost all of Southeast
Asia, while France, the protectorate of
Cambodia at the time, was also weak-
ened in the war with Germany. Because
of this, Thailand also formed an alliance
with Japan in 1941 so that Japan could
help reclaim the Khmer territories it
had controlled before 1907 from France.

He added that at that time, Japan
forced France to sign the 1941 Tokyo
Convention, returning the territories of
Battambang and Siem Reap provinces
to Thailand.

However, when World War 11
ended, Japan was defeated, while Thai-
land still refused to return the two
provinces to France, using all kinds of
excuses. But because of this, France
also opposed Thailand's membership
in the United Nations, as France is a
permanent member of the United Na-
tions Security Council.

The Cambodian government official
stated that to resolve this issue, the
United States also initiated a new
treaty between France and Siam, aiming
to resolve the consequences of the war
between 1940 and 1941 by declaring
Japan's 1941 Tokyo Convention com-
pletely null and void.

He stated that as a result, the
Franco-Siamese settlement agreement
was signed in Washington on Novem-
ber 17, 1946, while the Siamese side
also agreed to return Cambodian terri-
tory to France in exchange for becom-
ing a member of the United Nations at
that time.

Regarding this issue, observers say
that apart from the United States, no
other country has come forward to help

Please see /22
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30 Vietnamese nationals arrested
in Bavet City for online scams

Police forces have arrested 30
Vietnamese suspects in connection with
online scams at two locations in Borey
Ly Chau and the Heng Chea 2 casino
in Bavet city, Svay Rieng province.

According to the Secretariat of the
Commission for Combating Cybercrime,
in the operation on November 17, au-
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thorities seized a number of materials
as evidence, including: 115 desktop
computers (all in one), 2 laptops, 10
PC cases, 7 phones, 15 monitors, 16
call center booths, 6 passports.

The same source said that among
the Vietnamese suspects, 21 were old
suspects. They used fraudulent images
to entice victims to invest in various
projects, which were fake investments.

And according to the image, the victim
is encouraged to install an application
to access and manage the victim's iden-
tity information and bank accounts.

Currently, the authorities are col-
laborating with relevant parties to
continue further research to take legal
action against the mastermind of this
technology fraud.

In particular, the suspects and
evidence were handed over to the Svay
Rieng Provincial Police Headquarters
and relevant authorities to follow legal
procedures, while the above location
was temporarily closed.

According to a report by the Com-
mission for Combating Cybercrime, in
the last four months of 2025, Cambo-
dian authorities arrested more than 3,400
suspects in connection with the crime
of online scams. At the same time, the
ringleader, along with a total of 75 ac-
complices, were sent to court.

In this regard, on October 13, 2025,
the US Congress issued a bill, H.R.
5490, with the aim of blacklisting
Cambodia and proposing sanctions
against government officials. And at
least 43 Khmer tycoons, such as Mr.
Dy Vichea, Mr. Neth Savoeun, Mr.
Kuoch Chamroeun, Mr. Sar Sokha,
Oknha Hun To, Ms. Chou Bun Eng,
Oknha Kok An including more than 30
other people, mostly Chinese criminals,
who were found to have conspired to
help cover up, protect, and benefit from
this criminal enterprise.
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Human rights or; %amzatlons in Asia say the landmine

issue in the Cambodia-Th

ailand border conflict deter-

mines the fate of the 18 Cambodian soldiers.

Phil Robertson, director of Asia
Human Rights and Labor Advocates,
said: The landmine issue in the current
Cambodia-Thailand border conflict is
a key issue in determining the fate of
the 18 Cambodian soldiers, whether
they will be released or not.

Phil Robertson wrote on his Face-

the chances are slim that Thailand will
give up its position to accommodate
Cambodia's wishes.

On November 10, the Thai news-
paper Khaosod quoted Thai Defense
Minister Nattapon Nakpanit as saying:
The planned release of 18 Cambodian
soldiers, scheduled for November 12,

aumsisiruhgamsdsiduging]

book account on November 14 that the
landmine issue that is currently emerg-
ing in the Cambodia-Thailand border
conflict, both sides need to present
specific evidence that is not just an
expression of their respective views.

The same source said that the
landmine issue must be investigated by
an independent party, namely the
ASEAN Military Observers Team, to
provide justice, including if it is found
that the landmines that exploded in the
past were new landmines? That is a
serious violation of the agreements that
both sides agreed to. He said, on the
contrary, if the landmine exploded, these
are old mines left over from the war in
the 1980s. The problem lies in how to
remove them to end the conflict between
the two countries.

Phil Robertson said that Thailand
is currently moving towards holding
general elections while the military is
controlling border policy. Therefore,

will be postponed after two Thai soldiers
were injured by landmines earlier this
week.

Regarding this issue, Malaysia's
national news agency Bernama published
a statement by Malaysian Foreign
Minister Mohamad Hasan on November
13: The ASEAN Observer Team (AOT)
reported that the landmine that ex-
ploded and injured Thai soldiers was
an old mine, while Malaysia is also
ready to facilitate discussions on the
issue.

However, Khaosod newspaper
reported on November 14 that the Ma-
laysian news agency Bernama had
misreported the Malaysian Foreign
Minister's statement about the mines
planted by Thai soldiers stepped on on
November 10. Following the protest,
the Bernama news agency on Novem-
ber 14 revised its article to state that
the mine that Thai soldiers stepped on
recently was a new mine.
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h s children reading

Village Library Inspires Reading Culture
among Rural Children in Battambang

From Page(2

many can make a big difference.”
He plans to turn the Village Library

Dl v

illage Lil‘é.l';/ in Kraséng

village, Thma Koul district, Battambang province. Photo  Village
Library.
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into a recreation center to attract more

children. The space already features a
playground with swings and slides, and
a television where children can watch
cartoons together after study sessions.

Bunsorng believes instilling good
habits in children is crucial for Cam-
bodia’s future.

“It’s easier to build habits in the
young than to change the mindset of
adults,” he said.

“When youth become readers, they
gain ideas to create and contribute more
to society.”

He encourages other young people
to start similar initiatives—even with
only a few books.

“A library can begin as a simple
reading corner,” he said. “It may be
small at first, but over time it can grow,
just like the Village Library did.”
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Lowell Parks Department Cuts Rib-
bon on Renovated Durkin Park

From Page05

shattered all over the basketball court,
and it just wasn't a great place to

be. But coming here and seeing this,
this is very impressive," Coun-

cilor Descoteaux said while standing

in front of the new park.

Also in attendance were Assistant
City Manager and Department of
Planning and Development Director
Yovani Baez-Rose, Department of
Public Works Commissioner Paul St.
Cyr, City Councilors Sokhary Chau,
Erik Gitschier, Wayne Jenness, Rita
Mercier, Corey Robinson and Kim
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Scott, City Councilor-Elect Sean
McDonough, and state Representatives
Rodney Elliott and Tara Hong.

Improvements don't stop at new
playground equipment, basketball
court and surfacing, though. The
renovation project also saw an ADA-
accessible ramp added to the existing
community garden and outdoor class-
room in the park. A small entry plaza
with picnic tables was also added, and
additional trees are being planted
around the park.

Durkin Park is one of 11 parks
that the city is transforming in 2025,
including eight that are being reno-
vated with more than $7 million in
funds from the American Rescue Plan

Act. Renovating 11 parks in a single
year marks a threefold increase over
the city's historic park renovation pace.

The overall project is one of the
most ambitious investments in public
space in recent Lowell history, and it
will touch parks in neighborhoods
across the city.

"Ninety-two percent of Lowell
residents live within a 10-minute walk
to a park," said City Manager Thom-
as A. Golden, Jr. "This overall project
will give tens of thousands of residents
access to high-quality outdoor spaces
and enrich the lives of children
throughout our city. I'm thrilled to see
the first of these projects, Durkin Park,
reopened. We have many more reopen-
ings to come."

In addition to creating fun play
spaces for children and green spaces
for adults, building more durable parks
and green spaces also helps Lowell
become more climate resilient. The
overall park improvement project will
see 166 trees and more than 1,600
native shrubs and perennials planted
in public spaces. These improvements
help rejuvenate neighborhoods and
also provide shade that can help reduce
urban heat.

Durkin Park is named after Private
First Class John L. Durkin and his
family. John L. Durkin died in Europe
shortly after World War I while serv-
ing in the U.S. Army. The park was
named in his honor decades ago and
was recently rededicated.

For more information on the park
projects and other ongoing open space
initiatives, please visit:

https://www.lowellma.gov/1653/
Open-Space-Projects.
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able part” of Chinese territory and called
matters relating to the island an internal
affair of the People’s Republic of
China.

Cambodia added that it supports
China’s efforts toward national reuni-
fication and opposes “any form of
Taiwan independence.”

Chea Thyrith, spokesman for the
ruling Cambodian People’s Party, told
KPT English the government continues
to uphold the policy.

“Cambodia stands firm, both the
party and the government, on the One-
China policy,” Thyrith said. “There is
no change to this firm stance.”

He noted that Cambodia and
China maintain strong ties at both gov-
ernment and party levels across all
sectors, continuing joint national de-
velopment from past to present.

China policy and the legitimacy of the
Chinese government.

“Taiwan is a part of China. That is
clear. Linking the Taiwan issue to po-
litical agendas is dangerous,” Phea said.

He warned that interfering in Tai-
wan’s affairs, particularly militarily,
could drag nations into unnecessary
conflict and destabilize the region.

Phea said Cambodia’s stance reflects
consistent diplomacy, recognizing the
Chinese mainland as a strong partner
and friend.

He noted the position has remained
unchanged from the late King Norodom
Sihanouk, through former Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen, to current Prime Minister
Hun Manet.

By: Minea Son
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Legal experts call on Cambodians to urge

J the government to file a border case with the

International Court of Justice (ICJ).

Social watchdogs are calling on
Cambodian citizens to urge Cambodian
leaders to honor their promise to sue
Thailand over the cases of the Ta Moan
Toch Temple, Ta Moan Thom Temple,
Ta Krabei Temple, and Mom Bei area

Uiy s titans Shautyo s tus
to the International Court of Justice
(ICJ) because this is their promise re-
garding the border dispute with Thailand.
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Social watchdog Von Chanlot wrote
on his Facebook account on November

21 that the International Court of Justice
(ICJ) is different from the Interna-
tional Criminal Court (ICC) because
the ICC is open to individuals, groups
of people, institutions, or organizations
to file complaints only in relation to

major crimes such as war crimes, geno-
cide, and crimes against humanity.

He said that as for the Interna-
tional Court of Justice (ICJ), only states
can file lawsuits because the ICJ fo-
cuses on disputes between states, which
has the power to interpret official
documents such as treaties, conventions
and agreements.

Von Chanlot claims that only the
government led by the Cambodian
People's Party has the right to file a
complaint with the International Court
of Justice (ICJ) regarding the Cambodia-
Thailand border dispute. As a procedure,
the state must submit a diplomatic let-
ter through its representative to the
judge to request a resolution of the
dispute based on clear facts and law.

The Cambodian watchdogs stated
that if the court finds that the facts and
the law are correct and within its juris-
diction, the court will proceed with the
dispute resolution process.

Following the Cambodia-Thailand
border dispute, on May 28, 2025, Cam-
bodian leaders announced that they
would file a complaint with the Inter-
national Court of Justice (ICJ) against
Thailand over the Ta Moan Toch temple
area. Ta Moan Thom Temple, Ta Krabei
Temple and Mom Bei area for justice
for Cambodia.

For example, on June 16, 2025,
Senate President Hun Sen stated in a
Senate meeting that the choice of a path
to resolve the border issue with Thailand
at the International Court of Justice, it
is the most peaceful way to resolve
problems and also shows one's integ-
rity.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Hun
Manet claimed in mid-June that on June
16, 2025, at 11:30 am in The Hague,
corresponding to 4:30 pm in Phnom
Penh. Cambodia's official letter has been
personally delivered to Registrar Philippe

Please see /23
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Opposition officials urge government to
strictly enforce laws against tycoons selling
vacant lands and houses

Opposition party officials are urg-
ing the government to strictly enforce
the law against certain tycoons who are
defrauding citizens by selling vacant
lands and houses across the country.

A National Assembly member from
the CNRP, Mr. Suon Rida, wrote on his
Facebook account on November 24 that
when tycoons who own real estate
companies who have already collected
money from the people but not deliver-
ing the land and houses to their clients
according to the contract, this shows
that they are actually running a fraudu-
lent business.

The opposition party official stated
that the current situation is related to
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the fraudulent business of tycoons sell-
ing vacant land and houses. Cambo-
dian citizens not only suffer from these
fraudulent tycoons, but also from the
slowness of the justice system in the
government.

On November 24, 2025, hundreds
of victims from various provinces, such
as Ratanakiri, gathered to block the road
in front of Phnom Penh Municipal Court
to demand that the judiciary and gov-
ernment leaders help them find justice
by enforcing the law to arrest former
tycoon Hy Kimhong and his associates
and put them back in prison.

The same source stated that more
than 1,000 (1,426) real estate company

victims who were cheated by Mr. Hy
Kimhong, the chairman of Piphop Dee
Meas (Golden Land Company) com-
pany, requested the court to arrest tycoon
Hy Kimhong and put him back in
prison. If the company president still
refuses to refund them. This problem
has been going on for 3 years.

These victims stated that Oknha
Hy Kimhong had already signed a
contract with his fingerprints, stating
that when the victims signed the contract,
they would be guaranteed bail. The
tycoon will pay them back, but since
being released from prison, Oknha Hy
Kimhong has never paid them back.

The same source stated that after
being released from prison, tycoon Hy
Kimhong not only did not pay them
back, but also threatened to arrest them
again while the assets under his name
were secretly transferred to the owner-
ship of all his relatives.

Regarding this issue, Deputy Chief
of Phnom Penh Municipal Court, Mr.
Tith Sothi Borachat, came out to state
in front of the affected residents on
November 24: The court will comply
with the victim's request according to
legal procedures, but the court will not
be able to immediately issue an arrest
warrant for Oknha Hy Kimhong.

The Deputy Chief stated that the
court will make every effort to resolve
citizens' requests, but implementing
legal procedures takes time and pro-
cesses cases in an orderly manner.
Therefore, this issue also requires
representatives of affected citizens, such
as Mao Ratana, Aung Kimsreng, and
Pech Radhani, to clarify and present
evidence surrounding this issue.

On August 7, 2023, the Phnom
Penh Municipal Police Force arrested
Oknha Hy Kimhong, owner of the
Golden Land Company and a total of
14 bodyguards at the headquarters of
the Golden Land Company in Trapaing

Please see /22
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Cambodia-Thailand continues to erect

temporary boundary markers between
border posts 42nd and 47th

The Banteay Meanchey provincial
administration claims that the Cambo-
dian-Thai joint survey team is continu-
ing to work on temporarily marking the
border between border posts 42 and 47
located in the geographical area of O
Bei Choan commune, O Chrov district,
Banteay Meanchey province, Cambodia,
and Sa Kaeo province, Thailand.

The Banteay Meanchey provincial
administration issued a press release on
November 21 stating that the Cambo-
dian-Thai joint survey team is continu-
ing to carry out work on the actual site
using drones to take aerial photos. Then,
the two sides will continue the work of
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temporarily marking the border between
border posts 42nd and 47th, implement-
ing the work in accordance with the
spirit, procedures, and techniques agreed
upon by both sides.

The same source claimed that dur-
ing this assessment, both parties agreed
to avoid any provocative actions that
could affect the work and competence
of the Joint Border Committee (JBC).
In particular, any actions that increase
tensions or violate Article 5 of the 2000
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU
2000) must be strictly prohibited.

The Banteay Meanchey provincial
administration calls on the public and

social media users to stop reposting old
photos and videos, as well as images
from other places, with the intention of
distorting them as new events, because
doing so will only lead to more tension
around the border dispute.

On October 22, Cambodia and
Thailand issued a joint press release on
the Cambodia-Thailand Joint Border
Committee (JBC) meeting, stating that
the two sides agreed on seven condi-
tions. There are stakeouts based on the
original model from the French era and
actual boundary measurements and
inspections in the areas of Chork Chey
Village and Prey Chan Village, etc. The
two sides agreed to assign the task to
the Cambodia-Thailand Border Joint
Technical Sub-Committee (JTSC) to
rebuild 15 border posts based on the
original model from the French era
including agreement to measure and
demarcate the actual border on land
between posts 42nd and 47th in the
areas of Chork Chey village and Prey
Chan village on the Cambodian side
and Nong Chan village, including Nong
Ya Keo village on the Thai side.

Meanwhile, Cambodian authorities
evacuated approximately 250 families
from Prey Chan and Chork Chey vil-
lages to a pagoda in Banteay Meanchey
province, about 30 kilometers from the
border.

Thai school students in Surin
province were also trained by Thai
authorities to run for safety if the two
armies fired cross-border shots at each
other.

Regarding this issue, Thai news-
paper The Nation quoted Thai Defense
Minister Nattaphon Narkphanit on
November 19 as saying: Demining was
completed on November 17, and tem-
porary border demarcation began on
November 19.
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From Pagel0
sia on Oct. 31, where both sides agreed
to resume bilateral military exercises.

During the ceasefire signing, Cam-
bodian Prime Minister Hun Manet re-
portedly nominated Trump for the
Nobel Peace Prize for his role in ending
border clashes that began in July.

Analysts warned the move may be
largely symbolic. Gregory Poling, a
Southeast Asia expert at the Center for
Strategic and International Studies, said
Cambodia may lack the capacity or
interest to procure advanced U.S.
military equipment.

Poling noted that previous U.S.
administrations have attempted diplo-
matic “resets” with Phnom Penh when
Cambodian leaders appeared to lean
too closely toward Beijing. He added
that the true test of renewed defense
ties could hinge on U.S. access to the
Ream Naval Base, part of which is
reportedly reserved for Chinese use.

Yang Peou, a Cambodian political
analyst, said the decision could open
the door to broader cooperation, espe-
cially in defense.

“Under Cambodia’s constitution,
the country is open to global military
cooperation to strengthen its national
defense,” Peou said. “T hope this coop-
eration with the United States will make
Cambodia’s military sector more resil-
ient and capable.”

Peou also described the move as a
positive step in Cambodia-U.S. relations.
“Over the past decade, there have been
misunderstandings between the two
countries. But during President Trump’s
administration, both nations have been
able to reconnect and build stronger
ties,” he said.

He added that the United States
has played a historic role in Cambodia’s
development. “Much of the infrastruc-
ture built with U.S. support remains in
use today. Last week’s peace deal signed
by President Trump will be remembered
as a milestone for both nations,” Peou
said.

By: Minea Son
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Khieu Kanharith recalls the history of
Thailand agreeing to return two provinces to
Cambodia under the American initiative

From Pagell

Cambodia when it falls into crisis, es-
pecially when it is invaded by neighbor-
ing countries.

Specifically, on July 28, 2025, US
President Donald Trump intervened to
establish a ceasefire over the Cambodia-
Thailand border conflict until October
26, Donald Trump also appeared as a
witness to the Cambodia-Thailand peace

agreement.

Regarding this issue, US Secretary
of State Marco Rubio stated on the 72nd
anniversary of Cambodia's Independence
Day on October 29 that: For more than
70 years, the United States and Cam-
bodia have maintained a close relation-
ship based on trust, mutual respect, and
shared interests.

Opposition officials urge government to strictly enforce
aws against tycoons selling vacant lands and houses

From Page 19

Thlann Village, Sangkat Ponsaing, Prek
Pnov District, in connection with a case
of defrauding citizens.

However, Mr. Hy Kimhong was
released in November 2023 after being
detained for just over three months, on
August 11, 2023, for allegedly defraud-

ing citizens of their money to buy land
from the Golden Land Company under
the complaint of more than 1,000 citi-
zens (1,105 complaints) who lost more
than 21 million US dollars. Because of
this, Mr. Hy Kimhong was stripped of
his title as tycoon on April 11, 2024.
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Legal experts call on Cambodians to urge
the government to file a border case with the
International Court of Justice (ICJ).

From Pagel8

Gautier at the International Court of
Justice (ICJ). In addition, there was an
announcement claiming that the Royal
Government had already hired a team
of international lawyers to go to the
Hague to fight.

Hun Manet stated that Cambodia
will not back down from using legal
mechanisms through the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) to seek a solution
to the Cambodia-Thailand border issue
at Ta Moan Thom Temple. Ta Moan
Toch Temple, Ta Krabei Temple, and
Mom Bei area are definitely.

However, since the day Hun Manet
announced his submission to the Inter-
national Court of Justice, Hun Sen and
Hun Manet have never been heard to
announce any further lawsuits against

Thailand to this court even though the
Thai side has repeatedly claimed the
Ta Krabei Temple from Cambodia.

In fact, on November 4, Thai
newspaper The Nation quoted Thai
Defense Minister Nattaphon Narkpha-
nit as saying that there were no nego-
tiations on any border issues with
Cambodia. until the Takrabei Temple
was returned to Thailand by the Cam-
bodian side.

Regarding this issue, analysts urge
Cambodia to urgently submit a complaint
against Thailand to the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) using the treaty.
and the agreements that the Thai side
had previously agreed to recognize with
itself to avoid war again.
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December 1, 2025
Notice to Readers and Advertisers:
As co-founder and publisher of
Khmer Post USA, I like to thank you
for your support for
the last 18 years.
. Affective January
1, 2026 — Khmer
Post USA will no
{ ! longer printing our

newspaper but will
continue our service
on the website in Khmer and English
at www.khmerpostusa.com and www.
kh.khmerpostusa.com

We have been working on this
transition for the entire year of 2025
and we’re pleased to share that our
website reaches nearly 100k readers
monthly. This is only the beginning of
our success in transforming our news
industry from print to digital and adapt-
ing to the fast changing world with
social media.

Please continue to support our
work by following us at www.khmer-
postusa.com and advertising on our
website which connects with the Cam-
bodian communities in Massachusetts
and beyond.

Again, thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Soben Ung

Co-founder & Publisher

Khmer Post USA, LLC

P.O. Box 8848

Lowell, Massachusetts 01853

www.khmerpostusa.com | www.
kh.khmerpostusa.com
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