§OP’IFTVI® Free Copies
? f Email:Khmerpostusa@amail.com
G www khmerpostusa.com

Y Ui

rPost USA

Vol. 17. Issue 378, December 30, 2025 | Direct; 978-656-8141 Lowell - Lynn - Revere - MA # Providence - Cranston - Rl

il " iﬁ} ﬁﬁgﬂﬁmmﬁjnﬁm vS|niulSalniy
e

1 °i.[U1‘,]i.S'I 1S IL_I N WU S AvU] m

i "-T_,'-: - l'f
: ":-l S ! ] "” IIJI J

a.,‘ jmﬂiﬂmmmi‘m‘thﬁﬂnﬂm
WY < A
H

]
(nmm) iR nﬁ?ﬂSGiUiUﬁjnﬁm EiSLnfmSﬁ‘lnltij‘lmlﬁ

SBRGHSHE erwnUanLn]hUsnﬁumm:w U bgi
ms§muiw Isliinobzoom&lgipnémo fen gibobdis:y

I MWUSOUTMMGUEI NN BS0HY
[muig)ais nuigin)uanmuiiiksanss LAW, LLC

ROSA & TAING

uiwwmstun): vnUNAE I IgTuREARUENUTTGELN
anm]n“rsvsnﬁiimmmﬁgwé fzg FIbobEIS:
YWiHiMsHsinS o tinnn iusn ANt oty
réﬁasﬁ?gtﬁhig?ﬂnmfzgg‘ﬁlﬂolﬂﬂ nghuns: enslisAym-IG ai
192 ATIG[RMIBEGEMEAHIHS zjémLﬁjrzﬁﬁmu}msﬁ&j

¢ nitis Sﬁgm-fﬁ' gswmsnig]a mg«]éﬁ;ﬁ[g]g Attc:-rney Francisco J. Rosa Attorney Andrew ‘Bunna’ Taing
' : =i L@ammm i 1A 1w 1My img;n A1
Concentrated in mmmmmgm
Auto Accident M AIG WS RU{IIA S
Personal Injury MMy IS S
Real Astate Closing Fi'l SBL afi:
Immigration t:-:-?g +B
Divorces gt
Child Custody mi Aol i
Bankuptcy MifpU{pRiGinpns
I'1~."1c‘l|r‘| ?ﬂ”m? Mclgng Address Eﬁ?ﬂsﬂffioe
Lowell MA 1857 " 385 Broadway, Suite 305
Revere, MA 02151

978-458-0934 - at@rosataing.com



Page.2

e mud igdmo 12 g giwowe

KHMERPOST USA

Lowell, Massachusetts, Becomes First U.S.
City Named a UNESCO Learning C1ty

LOWELL, Mass., December 16,
2025 — The City of Lowell is proud
to announce that Lowell has been of-
ficially designated a United Nations
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) Learning City,
becoming the first municipality in the
United States to earn this international
recognition. UNESCO announced the
72 newest members to its Global Net-
work of Learning Cities on December
4, 2025, highlighting cities around the
world that demonstrate an exceptional
commitment to lifelong learning for
residents of all ages.

UNESCO Learning Cities promote
learning everywhere: in schools and
universities, workplaces, libraries, homes,
neighborhoods, and public spaces. They
provide opportunities for residents to
build new skills, adapt to changing
industries, strengthen digital literacy,
explore creative expression, and engage
more deeply in civic life.

The UNESCO Global Network of
Learning Cities now includes 425 cities
from 91 countries, collectively support-
ing nearly 500 million residents. Low-
ell joins this global community as the
first American city to earn the designa-
tion — reflecting decades of investment
in education, workforce development,
cultural enrichment, and access to learn-
ing at every stage of life.

Lowell's selection reflects the city's
200-year legacy as a place where learn-
ing, innovation, and cultural exchange
have always been central to commu-
nity life. From its earliest days, the city
learned to harness waterpower to build
the first industrial city in the United
States, creating new technologies and
economic models that reshaped the
nation. At the same time, Lowell learned
to attract and educate a new kind of

Lowell's delegations at the Palais des Nations, Lowell was celebrated as the First U.S. Frontrunner
City — a pioneering model of how community expectations and local innovation can advance the
UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), aligned with global priorities to drive
worldwide transformation. Photo September, 2025

workforce — young women who used
their free time to attend lectures, publish
journals, and develop rich intellectual
networks that remain an early example
of organized adult education in Amer-
ica.

The city established Lowell High
School in 1831, the first co-ed and first
integrated high school in the nation,
reflecting a belief that education must
be accessible to all. That same ethic of
shared learning supported civic innova-
tion in the 1970s, when leaders such as
Paul Tsongas drew on new federal tools
to create Lowell National Historical
Park, enabling residents and visitors
alike to learn from the city's industrial,
labor, and cultural history. Decades of
collaboration among artists, educators,
businesses, and community organiza-
tions have since helped reinvent Low-
ell as a cultural and creative hub.

Today, a student can go from Pre-
K to PhD without ever leaving the city.
Partnerships among the City of Lowell,
Lowell Public Schools, Middlesex
Community College, UMass Lowell,
and dozens of nonprofit organizations
ensure that residents of every age have
opportunities to develop new skills,
explore the arts, strengthen digital lit-
eracy, and engage in civic life.

"In Lowell, you can begin your
education in our early childhood pro-
grams and continue all the way through
a doctoral degree — and that continuity
is something very few cities can claim,"
said City Manager Thomas A. Golden,
Jr. "This UNESCO designation recog-
nizes the strength of that ecosystem and
the commitment of our educators, com-
munity partners, cultural organizations,
and workforce leaders to ensure learn-
ing is accessible to every resident.
Being a UNESCO Learning City is an

extraordinary honor."

Mayor Daniel P. Rourke emphasized
how deeply rooted the value of learning

is in the city's identity. "Lowell has

always been a city of opportunity.
Generations of families have come
here because this is a place where
education opens doors. To be rec-
ognized by UNESCO as a Learning
City honors our past and strengthens
our future. Whether you're a child
entering Pre-K, a new American
learning English, a worker learning
new skills, or a graduate student
pursuing a PhD, Lowell offers path-
ways for every learner at every stage
of life, and that's something we're
incredibly proud of."

"Being designated the first
UNESCO Learning City in the
United States is a major achievement
for all of Lowell," said John Wood-
ing, Lowell City of Learning
President. "This builds on the leg-
acy of Pat Mogan, and of all the
great learning opportunities built
into the fabric of the city. Not only
will this put Lowell on the world
map, but will also provide recognition,
access to UNESCO's Global Network
of Learning Cities, and all the resourc-
es such a network represents. This is a
major win for all of the Lowell com-
munity, its excellent educational insti-
tutions, and for all the organizations in
Lowell who see learning in all its forms
as critical to making Lowell an inter-
nationally known educative city."

As a member of the UNESCO
Global Network of Learning Cities,
Lowell will collaborate with cities
around the world to share innovative
practices, develop inclusive learning
policies, and create new programs that
support education, sustainability, eq-
uity, and community wellbeing. For
more information, please visit: https://
www.uil.unesco.org/en/learning-cities/
lowell
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Cambodia accuses Thailand of air
strikes deep 1nside its territory

December 17, 2025

by The Cambodia Daily

The Cambodian Ministry of Na-
tional Defence says Thai forces carried
out a series of attacks inside Cambo-
dian territory on December 15, includ-
ing air strikes by fighter jets that pen-
etrated deep into the country.

In a gtatement, the ministry said
Thai military units launched 15 attacks
over ten hours, beginning at 4.30 in the
morning and continuing until 2.42 in
the afternoon. It claimed that Thai F-16
aircraft dropped bombs as far as 70
kilometres inside Cambodia, near an
area sheltering displaced civilians.

According to the ministry, the at-
tacks targeted multiple locations along
the border and beyond, including
O’Smach, Prasat Khnar, Chub Angkunh,

Prasat Ta Moan Thom, Thmor Don,
Prasat Ta Krabey, and the Preah Vihear
temple area in Preah Vihear province.

Shelling was also reported in Samraong
town in Oddar Meanchey province,
which officials described as a civilian-
populated area.

Additional strikes were reported
in Prey Chan village, Chouk Chey vil-

lage, the Boeng Trakuon border cross-
ing, and Preah Netr Preah district in
Banteay Meanchey province, as well
as Thmor Da commune in Veal Veng
district of Pursat province.

The defence ministry said other

Thailand

Cambodia

Preah Vihear city
(civilian area)

Preah Vihear
province

areas remained calm but stressed that
Cambodian forces were on high alert
and continuing close monitoring. It said
troops were prepared to defend Cam-
bodia’s territorial integrity on all fronts.

On the same day, Thai ground
forces reportedly seized several GAM
102LR anti-tank missiles abandoned in
the An Ses battlefield area, also known
as Hill 500. The missiles have a range
of about 10 kilometres and are designed
to track armoured vehicles. They are
produced by the Chinese company Poly
Technologies and were recently displayed
at an arms exhibition in Cairo earlier
this month, with a reported unit price
of 112,000 US dollars. Thai investiga-
tors are said to be examining how the
weapons came into the hands of Cam-
bodian forces so quickly.

The claims come as fighting between
Cambodia and Thailand enters its ninth
day, with the international community
urging both sides to return to negotia-
tions to end the conflict.

On December 15, Chinese foreign

ministry spokesperson Guo Jiakun wrote
Please see /14
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December 1, 2025

Notice to Readers and Advertisers:

As co-founder and publisher of
Khmer Post USA, I like to thank you
for your support for
the last 18 years.
" Affective January
1, 2026 — Khmer
Post USA will no
longer printing our

newspaper but will

continue our service
on the website in Khmer and English
at www.khmerpostusa.com and www.
kh.khmerpostusa.com

We have been working on this
transition for the entire year of 2025
and we’re pleased to share that our
website reaches nearly 100k readers
monthly. This is only the beginning of
our success in transforming our news
industry from print to digital and adapt-
ing to the fast changing world with
social media.

Please continue to support our
work by following us at www.khmer-
postusa.com and advertising on our
website which connects with the Cam-
bodian communities in Massachusetts
and beyond.

Again, thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Soben Ung

Co-founder & Publisher

Khmer Post USA, LLC

P.O. Box 8848

Lowell, Massachusetts 01853

www.khmerpostusa.com | www.
kh.khmerpostusa.com

5
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Healey-Driscoll Administration Launches
New Youth Employment Pilot

Gateway Cities Youth Employment
Network Pilot to Help State Develop
Future Youth Employment Initiatives

Healey-Driscoll Administration
launched the Youth Employment Gate-
way Cities Learning Community Pilot
aimed at enhancing youth employment
opportunities throughout the state. As
part of the pilot, four MassHire Re-
gional Workforce Boards, in partnership
with Gateway Cities and employers,
were awarded $75,000 to develop in-
novative approaches to youth engage-
ment, employer partnerships, and career
readiness.

The announcement was made by
Secretary of Labor and Workforce

—

Development Lauren Jones at the first
quarterly learning community conven-
ing, which will serve as a forum for
peer learning, joint problem-solving,
and scaling effective youth-employment
models.

"Every young person deserves the
chance to explore their full potential
and build a foundation for long-term

success," said Governor Healey. "This

At the convening, Secretary Jones

pilot program will allow us to support joined Lynn Mayor Jared Nicholson,

their growth and empower the next
generation of workers who will drive

Lynn Community Health Center CEO
Brenda Rodriguez, and MassHire North

A

& -

B

our economy forward."

"When we support youth employ-
ment, we're not just creating jobs, we're
creating stronger communities," said
Lieutenant Governor Kim Driscoll.
"Early work experiences instill respon-
sibility, spark curiosity and set young
people on a path toward meaningful
careers."

L

Shore Workforce Board Executive
Director Ed O'Sullivan for a fireside
chat to discuss the collaboration need-
ed to enhance youth employment op-
portunities, employer engagement
strategies, and innovative next steps for
municipalities and employers. The
convenings are open to all MassHire
Regional Workforce Boards and Gate-

way City leaders and seek to build a
statewide learning community among
Gateway cities, workforce boards, and
employers committed to expanding
equitable youth employment and work-
based learning opportunities.

sting in our youth and young adults
is an essential part of our state's strat-
egy to develop pathways for our future
talent and workforce. And it works,
especially when we're focused on re-
moving systemic barriers we know
often hinder workforce entry," said
Secretary of Labor and Workforce
Development Lauren Jones. "Youth
workforce development is more than
just a job. It's about creating lifelong
pathways to growth, equity, and op-
portunity. When young people engage
in meaningful work, they gain confidence,
skills, and networks that last a lifetime.
I look forward to working with our
partners on this pilot."

"The City of Lynn continues to see
the tremendous impact that job place-
ment has had on our youth," said
Mayor Jared C. Nicholson. "We are
grateful for this pilot launched by the
Healey-Driscoll Administration and
look forward to working with our part-
ners. This initiative holds immense
potential for our young residents as they
develop their skills across sectors in
our community."

Youth employment is a top work-
force development priority for the
Healey-Driscoll Administration. Since
January 2023, more than 13,000 youth
and young adults have been placed in
a job or received job training through
the Youthworks program, which places
participants in jobs in industries such
as education, health care, information
technology, camp counselors, and arts
and communications. Participants also
received vital soft skills training, includ-
ing leadership, project management,
and customer service, and received
workforce supports to reduce barriers
to employment, including transportation.
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Statement on Escalatin
Between Cambodia an

Washington (December 19, 2025)
— Senator Edward J. Markey (D-Mass),
Senator Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.),
and Representative Lori Trahan (MA-
03) released the following statement
today on the escalation of violence along

U.S Senator Elizabeth Warren, MA

the Cambodia-Thailand border. In recent
weeks, long-standing tensions have
erupted into renewed and intense
clashes along the shared border, endan-
gering innocent lives and threatening
regional stability.

“We are deeply concerned by the
escalation of violence along the Cam-
bodia-Thailand border, which has re-
sulted in the needless loss of life, the
displacement of hundreds of thousands
of people, and a rapidly growing hu-
manitarian crisis. At a moment of po-
litical transition in Thailand, we urge
all parties to refrain from actions that

e mud igdmo 12 g giwowe

Sens. Markey, Warren, Rep. Trahan

10lence
Thailand

could further inflame tensions or place
civilians at risk, and to avoid using this
conflict for political gain. The protection
of civilian life must be paramount. We
call on both governments to immedi-
ately de-escalate, exercise maximum

U.S. Senator Edward Markey, MA

restraint, and support diplomatic and
international efforts aimed at protecting
civilians, strengthening regional secu-
rity, and securing lasting peace.

“The United States must support
efforts to resolve this dispute through
dialogue and existing diplomatic
mechanisms, including engagement
through the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and other
regional partners. Leaders on all sides
should prioritize stability, humanitarian
protection, and a negotiated path forward
that safeguards the lives of Cambodian
and Thai people alike.”
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Cambodia plans ICC case against
Thailand over alleged war crimes

December 12, 2025

by The Cambodia Daily

Cambodia says it is preparing to
file a case against Thailand at the In-
ternational Criminal Court, accusing
Thai forces of war crimes and crimes
against humanity.

The announcement was made as
fighting along the border entered a fourth
day, with Phnom Penh reporting rising
civilian casualties, mass displacement,
and widespread damage to schools.

Kin Phea, president of the Institute
of International Relations at the Royal
Academy of Cambodia, wrote on social
media that Cambodian authorities are
collecting evidence of Thai military
attacks to submit a formal complaint to

intensified cross-border violence affect-
ing both civilians and Cambodian se-
curity forces.

In a statement issued on December
11, Cambodia’s Ministry of National
Defence reported that at 3:45 a.m., Thai
forces deployed F-16 fighter jets, drop-
ping three bombs in the O’ Phluk
Damrey area of Pursat Province.

The ministry stated that from 4:40
am onwards, the Thai military launched
eight further attacks using artillery,
tanks, and F-16 aircraft. Targets report-
edly included Khnar Temple, Thma
Don, the Mok Tasim area, O’ Smach,
Ta Krabey Temple, and O’ Phluk Dam-
rey in Pursat province.

The defence ministry reported that

Academy of Cambodia

the ICC. Cambodia is a state party to
the court.

He said the use of heavy weapons
of all kinds, including fighter jets drop-
ping bombs on civilian areas inside
Cambodia, amounted to a serious vio-
lation of Cambodia’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity.

According to Kin Phea, the actions
carried out by the Thai military consti-
tute war crimes and crimes against
humanity.

The claim follows several days of

over three days of attacks, at least ten
Cambodian civilians have been killed,
including one child. Sixty people have
been injured across three provinces,
with eight in Oddar Meanchey, one in
Preah Vihear, and five in Banteay
Meanchey. Most of the injured are civil-
ians.

More than fifty thousand families
have been displaced by the fighting,
with a total of nearly one hundred
ninety-two thousand people affected

Please see /16

Cambodia says five provinces hit by
Thai air and artillery strikes

December 11, 2025

by The Cambodia Daily

Cambodia’s Ministry of National
Defence says five provinces came under
attack today from Thai fighter jets and
heavy weapons as cross-border clashes

intensified for a fourth consecutive day.

In a statement issued this morning,
the ministry said Thai F-16 aircraft
dropped munitions on areas of O Bei
Choan commune and Poipet in Banteay
Meanchey, as well as the Ta Moan
temple zone and Samraong town in

district.

Battambang province was also hit
twice, with Thai forces firing five rounds
of 100 millimetre and 105 millimetre
mortars into Chakrey commune in
Phnom Proek district and into Ta Sda
commune in Sampov Loun district.

The ministry described the attacks
on both military and civilian areas as a
serious violation of international hu-
manitarian law. It said Cambodian
forces remain in defensive positions
and continue to resist Thai advances.

Thai F-16 aircraft dropped munitions on Poipet in Banteay
Meanchey

Oddar Meanchey. In Preah Vihear
province, strikes were reported in Mum
Bei, An Ses, Phnom Khmao, and around
the Preah Vihear temple.

The statement said Thai forces also
used heavy artillery and smoke muni-
tions in a total of eleven attacks between
5.20 am. and 2.22 p.m.

The locations included Ta Moan,
An Ses, Khnar temple, Ta Krabey, Ta
Thav, Thmar Don, Bos Sbov, Choam
Tae, Mum Bei, Preah Vihear temple,
Veal Entry, and Chamkar Chek, all
situated in Preah Vihear province.

In Pursat province, Thai troops
reportedly carried out two attacks at
9.01 a.m., firing two DK rounds and
deploying drone-dropped explosives in
Chey Chumnes commune of Veal Veng

The cross-border fighting erupted
again three days ago. Cambodia says it
has been exercising its right of self-
defence since Monday evening.

Thailand’s KhaoSod newspaper
quoted the Royal Thai Army as saying
it has acted with honour to protect
Thailand’s sovereignty since launching
operations on December 7. The paper
also reported that the Royal Thai Air
Force denied Cambodian claims that
Thai F-16 jets crossed into Cambodian
airspace near Poipet on Wednesday.

Bloomberg reported today that
United States President Donald Trump
plans to hold phone calls with the lead-
ers of Cambodia and Thailand in an
attempt to end the conflict. Speaking at

Please see /16
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December 18, 2025

by The Cambodia Daily

Cambodian observers say Thai
forces have so far failed to seize any
Cambodian territory, despite two rounds
of fighting this year and the use of heavy
military force by Thailand.

The assessment comes after five
days of fighting in late July, followed
by a renewed outbreak of hostilities in
December. Observers say that even with
sustained pressure, Thailand has not
achieved its stated territorial objectives.

Kang Rithkiry, a former lawyer at
the Khmer Rouge tribunal, wrote on
Facebook that after nearly six months
of intermittent conflict, Thai forces had
still not taken control of any Cambo-
dian positions. He said Thailand had
deployed its army, navy, and air force
in full-scale operations, including deep
incursions of almost 100 kilometres
into Cambodian territory, but without
success.

According to Kang Rithkiry, air
strikes, naval attacks, and heavy artillery
fire were intended to open the way for
ground troops to overrun Cambodian
defensive positions. He said those efforts
had repeatedly failed.

He added that Thailand has now
shifted from rapid assault tactics to a
war of attrition, aiming to weaken

e mud igdmo 12 g giwowe

Observers say Thailand has yet to seize
Cambodian territory amid renewed fighting

Cambodian forces through continuous
attacks day and night. He claimed
Thailand has committed weapons and

manpower at a level up to ten times
greater than Cambodia in an effort to
secure victory.

Kang Rithkiry warned that if the
conflict drags on, Cambodia could be

Cambodian troops capture a Thai army armoured personnel carrierAPC)

success.

His comments come as the second
round of fighting between Cambodia
and Thailand enters its eleventh day,
with tensions remaining high.

On December 16, the Thai news-
paper The Nation quoted Thai defence
minister Nattapon Nakpanich as saying

during operations along the border. RCA

weakened as Thai planners intend. He
said Cambodia should intensify coun-
terattacks to push Thai troops back from
its positions and develop ways to limit
the impact of Thai air strikes, to protect
both the frontline and rear area military
systems. He also urged Cambodia to
consider a long-term war strategy to
sustain resistance and achieve eventual

the conflict would not last long, but that
Thailand would tighten restrictions on
fuel and military supplies to Cambodia.

In an interview with Thai PBS on
December 14, Thai army chief Chai-
yapruek Duangprapat said the ultimate
goal of Thai forces was to ensure Cam-
bodia no longer posed a long-term threat
to Thailand’s national security. He said

this would require the sustained weak-
ening of Cambodia’s military capabili-
ties and the destruction of its military
equipment and infrastructure.

The latest fighting began on De-
cember 7, 2025. Cambodia says Thailand
launched the first attack. As of Decem-
ber 17, the conflict has lasted 17 days.

Writing on Facebook on December
15, former information minister Khieu
Kanbharith said deep strikes into Cam-
bodian territory should not be inter-
preted as an attempt to seize land. He
argued that if Thailand intended to
annex territory, it would concentrate its
forces on specific disputed points
rather than attacking across a wide area.

Khieu Kanharith said that with an
election approaching in Thailand, the
military would seek to build public
confidence through several strategies.
These include portraying Thailand as
the dominant regional power, placing
economic pressure on Cambodia through
refugee flows that strain the Cambo-
dian government, and pushing deeper
into Cambodian territory to reinforce
Thai public support for the government
and armed forces.

He warned that Thailand has in-
vested heavily in this conflict and would
face significant consequences if it fails,
adding that Cambodia must remain alert
to shifting tactics that could allow Thai
forces to regain ground if vigilance
slips.

Cambodia plans ICC case against
Thailand over alleged war crimes

From Pagel5

across six provinces.

The Ministry of Education, Youth,
and Sport said that three hundred
seventy-seven schools in four border
provinces have been closed,

including Oddar Meanchey, Banteay
Meanchey, Preah Vihear, and Pursat.

The closures have disrupted
classes for almost seventy-eight thousand
students and more than three thousand

teachers.

Cambodian officials said Thai
forces carried out eleven attacks on
December 10, involving artillery fire,
bomb dropping bombs from drones,
and F-16 fighter jets. Two attacks were
reported on December 9, while fifteen
incidents were recorded on December
8.

December 7 marked the first day

Cambodia says five provinces hit by

Thai air and arti

From Pagel5

an event in Pennsylvania on December
9, Trump said he intends to call both
leaders this week to stop what he de-
scribed as a dangerously escalating war.

However, the Thai Enquirer
quoted foreign ministry spokesperson
Nikorndej Balankura saying Thailand
has not yet received any notification of
such a call.

Malaysia’s Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim wrote on his official Facebook

lery strikes

page today that he spoke last night with
the prime ministers of both Cambodia
and Thailand about the ongoing tensions,
but said no complete resolution has yet
been reached. He added that Malaysia
will continue to support peaceful dia-
logue based on international law and
regional cooperation to safeguard stabil-
ity and security.
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World leaders ur%e Cambodia and Thailand

to halt esca

December 10, 2025

by The Cambodia Daily

As the second round of fighting
between Cambodia and Thailand
intensifies, governments across the
region and beyond are calling for an
immediate end to the violence. Many
warn that continued clashes risk pull-
ing Southeast Asia into a deeper
crisis.

Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim, who helped broker the first
Cambodia-Thailand peace declaration,
urged both sides to exercise maximum
restraint and return to established
diplomatic channels. He said Malay-
sia stands ready to support any step
that can calm the situation and prevent
the conflict from spreading, noting
that renewed hostilities threaten years
of work to strengthen relations between
the two neighbours.

Anwar Ibrahim stressed that
ASEAN cannot allow a prolonged
conflict that could destabilise the
entire region. He was the first leader
to publicly call for a halt to border
attacks, describing the renewed fight-
ing as a serious breach of the ceasefire
arrangement previously coordinated
with the United States.

Japan became the second major
government to voice concern. Its
embassy said Tokyo will continue
working with key partners, including
the United States, Malaysia as ASEAN
chair, and other countries involved,
to reduce tensions and push for a
peaceful solution.

At the United Nations, Secretary
General Antonio Guterres said he was
deeply troubled by reports of armed
clashes. In a statement, the UN urged
both sides to show restraint, avoid
any actions that could worsen the
situation, and use existing dialogue
mechanisms to pursue a durable and
peaceful settlement.

The European Union also expressed

concern. Spokesperson Anitta Hipper
said the EU is closely monitoring
developments and encouraged both
governments to return to the joint
declaration signed on October 26. She
said the EU stands ready to support

ating border fighting

law, and commitments already made
with ASEAN partners.

China’s Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Guo Jiakun said Beijing, as a
close neighbour to both countries,
hopes Cambodia and Thailand will

Cambodian refugees bring their children to escape Thai military shelling

any agreed steps to de-escalate ten-
sions, including humanitarian mine
clearance along the border.

United States President Donald
Trump joined the calls, urging Cam-
bodia and Thailand to reaffirm their
commitments under the Kuala Lum-
pur declaration. A senior US official
told Reuters that Washington remains
committed to stopping the violence
and hopes both governments honour
their pledges to end the conflict.

Germany also appealed for re-
§traint. Frank Hartmann, director
general for Asia Pacific at the German
Foreign Ministry, said Berlin is seri-
ously concerned by the escalation and
called the deaths, injuries, and destruc-
tion deeply tragic. He urged both sides
to prioritise civilian safety and pursue
diplomatic solutions.

Australia and France released
similar statements, urging maximum
restraint and immediate steps to restore
stability. Both said lasting peace can
only be achieved through continued
dialogue, adherence to international

maintain restraint and prevent the
conflict from worsening. He said
China will continue to play a construc-
tive role in easing tensions and sup-
porting long-term peace.

As of the morning of December
9, Cambodia’s Ministry of National
Defense reported that Thai attacks
had expanded from Preah Vihear

province to Oddar Meanchey, Banteay
Meanchey, Battambang, and Pursat.
Nearly forty thousand Cambodian
civilians have fled their homes, and
more than three hundred schools have
been closed. Authorities say seven
civilians have been killed and more
than twenty injured.
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Lawyers urge Cambodia to take Thailand to
international court over temple damage

December 13, 2025

by The Cambodia Daily

Lawyers in Cambodia are urging
the government to file a case against
Thailand at the International Criminal
Court, seeking compensation for dam-
age to ancient Khmer temples during
the latest border clashes.

A former prosecutor at the Khmer
Rouge tribunal, Kang Rithkiry, said
attacks on historic Khmer temples by
Thai forces amounted to war crimes

minister, and top military commanders.

Kang Rithkiry said such legal ac-
tion was necessary to prevent further
violence, to uphold national and inter-
national law, and to expose Thai leaders
to international scrutiny.

His comments come after Thai
forces shelled Ta Krabey Temple and
areas around Preah Vihear amid the
ongoing border dispute with Cambodia.

Lazare Eloundou, Assomo, direc-
tor of the World Heritage Centre at

As tensions flare again between Cambodia and Thailand, UNESCO — the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orgamzatlon — has voiced serious
concern about the 51tuat10n especially regarding the Preah Vihear Temple, a
priceless World Heritage site "and centuries-old teStament to Khmer civilization.

and were a serious violation of the
Geneva Conventions of August 12,
1949. Writing on social media on
Thursday, he described the destruction
as deliberate and unlawful.

He said heavy shelling had almost
destroyed Ta Krabey Temple and had
caused partial damage to Preah Vihear
Temple, both of which lie near the
disputed border. According to Kang
Rithkiry, Cambodia could pursue legal
action either at the International Crim-
inal Court or through domestic courts
to hold those responsible to account.

He called on the Cambodian au-
thorities to establish a dedicated war
crimes tribunal and to begin investiga-
tions into those who ordered the attacks.
He said responsibility would inevitably
extend to senior Thai leaders, including
the head of government, the defence

UNESCO, told a technical and plenary
meeting on December 12 that the or-
ganisation was closely monitoring the
situation. He said UNESCO was prepar-
ing to provide technical assistance and
other measures to help protect Cambo-
dia’s cultural heritage from further at-
tacks.

The International Coordinating
Committee for the Safeguarding and
Development of the Historic Sites of
Angkor and Sambor Prei Kuk held its
forty-first technical session and thirty-
second plenary meeting over two days
from December 11 to December 12,
2025. The meetings were co-chaired by
France and Japan, with Cambodia’s
Minister of Culture and Fine Arts
Phoeurng Sackona in attendance.

On December 11, Cambodia’s
Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts issued
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a strong condemnation of the Thai
military, accusing it of destroying Ta
Krabey Temple and damaging Preah
Vihear during the border clashes.

The ministry said the attacks con-
stituted crimes against the heritage of
humanity and were serious violations
of the 1954 Hague Convention andthe

1972 World Heritage Convention. It
also called on Cambodians nationwide
to mourn the loss of Ta Krabey Temple
and to remember the destruction as part
of the historical record of Thai military
actions against Cambodia.
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Governor Healey Opposes National Grid Gas Rate Hike

Healey previously opposed Liberty Utilities proposed rate increase in

Southeastern Mass

BOSTON — Governor people more than $13 billionby have opened a full investigation

Maura Healey is voicing her
opposition to National Grid's
plan to seek an approximately
10 percent rate increase for its
natural gas customers starting
in 2027.

"This proposed increase by
National Grid could not come
at a worse time for people, and
we will strongly oppose it," said
Governor Healey. "Energy costs
are already too high, and we are
working on every front to
lower them. My energy afford-
ability legislation will save

taking charges off their bills and,
at my urging, state regulators

into all charges on people's gas
and electric bills. I also take an

all-of-the-above approach to
lower costs. We are urgently
working to bring in more solar,
wind, nuclear, hydro and gas
into our state. But we also need
President Trump to halt his tar-
iffs that are raising energy costs
and stop blocking major sourc-
es of affordable energy like wind
and solar from coming into our
state."

Governor Healey has also
opposed Liberty Utilities' pro-
posed a rate increase of up to
55 percent next year for their
Southeastern Massachusetts
customers.
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