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Owning A Car Is About to Get
Alot More Expensive

By Soben Ung

Tariffs is a tax that a company
pays for importing their goods and
the fees usually gets passed on to

the customers in higher prices.
Trump’s executive order to
impose 25% auto tariffs on Mexico
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Cambodia hit with highest Trump tariff but
manufacturing ‘absolutely not’ coming
back to U.S., trade group says

By Lori Ann LaRocco

Among the top goals for
President Donald Trump and his
administration in hitting trading
partners with steep tariffs is bringing
manufacturing capacity back to the
U.S., even if it comes at the price
of short-term market and economic
duress. But in Cambodia, the Asian
country hit with the highest tariff
rate of any in the new trade plan,
that goal is highly unlikely.

While the 49% tariff rate that
the Trump administration is placing
on Cambodian goods will lead to
an existential crisis for Cambodian
factories and workers already at the
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A garment factory in Phnom Penh, Cambodia
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low end of global income distribu-
tion, reshoring of its manufacturing
to the U.S. is not going to happen,
according to a trade group that
represents U.S. interests in the retail
manufacturing hub.

“They’re absolutely not going
to go back to the United States,”
said Casey Barnett, president of the
American Chamber of Commerce
in Cambodia, the trade association
representing U.S. companies manu-
facturing in Cambodia. “I can’t
imagine that Americans want to sit
down and sew a pair of sweatpants

for long hours of the day,” Barnett
said.

Barnett said manufacturers in
Cambodia are looking at other
countries to mitigate the tariffs, but
the U.S. is not among the options.
Some companies are looking to
move their supply chains to Egypt,
sub-Saharan Africa, India and In-
donesia. Other companies are mov-
ing more slowly, thinking there might
be a reversal on the tariffs.

Factories in Cambodia are by
no means in a good position for the
moment, according to Barnett, look-
ing for ways to survive for the next
few months.

“The labor-intensive garment
factories here in Cambodia simply
cannot continue to operate with a
49% additional tariff. They can’t
survive and are looking for alterna-
tives,” he said.

For now, at least, no new orders
are being placed. “There are orders
being paused. Everyone’s facing
uncertainty and they want to wait a
bit to see how the dust settles,”
Barnett added.

The Cambodian government is
working on a number of steps to
mitigate the pressure, such as fiscal
policies, including tax credits.

Under Armour, Rawlings Sport-
ing Goods, Lululemon, Black &
Decker, Hugo Boss, Hearth & Home,
Eddie Bauer, Dollar General, Diageo,
Asics, Adidas and Bass Pro Shops
are among the retail companies that
import from Cambodia to North
America, according to customs data
from ImportGenius. There is an
ever-wider list of items imported

Please see /19
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and Canada is about the hit the US
consumers on May 3. It will affect
you in several ways. First the cost
of a new car will be more expensive,
second, if you get into an accident,
your repairs bills will be higher, and
third your insurance will be higher.

According to the White House,
Americans bought approximately
16 million cars, SUVs, and light
trucks in 2024, and 50% of these
vehicles were imported.

“The 25% tariff will be applied
to imported passenger vehicles
(sedans, SUVs, crossovers, minivans,
cargo vans) and light trucks, as well

as key automobile parts (engines,
transmissions, powertrain parts, and
electrical components), with pro-
cesses to expand tariffs on addi-
tional parts if necessary,” wrote the
White House.

Here are the auto makers are
affected by the tariffs because their
plants are in Mexico and Canada:
BMW, Ford, GM, Honda, Kia,
Mazda, Nissan, Stellantis, Toyota,
Volkswagen and auto part suppliers
such Michelin, GM, and Toyota.

For example, GM imported
roughly 750,000 cars to the US in
2024, according to a report by the
Detroit Free Press. Nissan produced
nearly 505,000 vehicles in Mexico,
where it has two plants, in the first
nine months of 2024. Additionally,
Ford has three plants in Mexico. It
exported about 196,000 cars to North

morc cXpensive

America, including 90% going to
the US in the first half of 2024.
Another prime example is Volkswa-
gen has factory in Puebla, Mexico
where it made nearly 350,000 cars
in 2023, including the Jetta, Tiguan
and Taos, all for export to the U.S.
And in Canada, Volkswagen is
building a battery factory in On-
tario, with output to begin by 2027.
Volkswagen's Audi plant in San Jose
Chiapa, Mexico is employing more
than 5,000 people.

Under the current United States,
Mexico-Canada (USMCA) trade
agreement, some parts may be exempt
from tariffs if
¢ §| they originated

1 from the U.S,
otherwise they
will be taxed.

The Street
reported, “There’s
not a lot of clar-
ity around which
tariffs are stacked
on top of each
other,” said Ryan
Mandel, direc-
tor for collision
repair company
Mitchell Inter-
national in an interview with Repair
Driven News.

While car parts like sheet
metal, outer closure components
like the hood, fender, quarter panels,
doors, and bumper do not fall under
the new tariffs, according to Mandel,
other parts like copper, ceramics,
glass, and plastics sourced globally
do.

About 47% of the aluminum
used in vehicles is imported, accord-
ing to Mitchell, and 20% of automo-
tive replacement parts are made of
aluminum. You certainly will see a
bill higher if you get into a car crash.

Whether buying a new car or
keeping your old one, because many
parts of the car will also be taxed,
it drives up the cost of your vehicle
insurance because the cost of repairs
and replacement parts go up.

OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS
HAVE A LOT TO SAY
ABOUT THE LRTA!

66

The LRTA is one of several vital partners that
answers the transportation needs of our
commuting students. We have hundreds

of students every day that face challenges
to get to campus to improve their lives

and education, and the transportation
services the LRTA offers to help make
access to our campus easier is one less
hurdle our students have to overcome.

_
TITIII Philip Sisson, President
MIDDLESEX Middlesex Community College

Community College

JOIN OUR PARTNERS
IN PROMOTING TRANSIT!

The Lowell Regional Transit Authority is developing
public transportation services that will take us into the future.

Regional Benefits of Public Transportation
Convenient Access fo Jobs, Medical Services and Shopping
A Clean Air Environment = Economic Development » Less Traffic Congestion
Reduced Energy Consumption = Improved Quality of Life

well Regional
ransit Authority

www.LRTA.com
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CLV-Demonstration in Korea

The National Resistance Council demands
that the government reconsider the granting
of land concessions to Vietnam

The National Resistance Coun-
cil, which was recently established
by the acting leader of the CNRP,
Sam Rainsy, in late March calling
on Cambodians around the world
to unite and demand that the govern-
ment led by the "Hun" clan review
land concessions to Vietnamese

companies of more than 240,000
hectares in Ratanakiri, Mondulkiri,
Kratie, and Stung Treng provinces.
By Prach Chev
2025.04.03

Khmer in Korea protest to de-
mand Koh Kuch Island

Cambodian citizens in South
Korea gather to protest in Seoul on
March 2, 2025. (Photo: Provided by
citizens)

The letter from the National
Resistance Council dated April 1
stated that although the resistance
forces held a series of demonstra-
tions by citizens abroad, they forced
the government and parliament led
by the Cambodian People's Party to
decide and remove Cambodia from
the Development Triangle Area
(CLV-DTA) project with Laos and
Vietnam, but Mr. Hun Sen and Mr.

Hun Manet have not yet taken steps
to resolve the issue to ensure territo-
rial security.

The National Resistance Coun-
cil will continue to lead demonstra-
tions demanding that the government
review the granting of land conces-
sions to Vietnam. The National
Resistance Council calls on Cam-
bodians around the world to unite
and demand that the government
led by the "Hun" clan review land
concessions to Vietnamese compa-
nies of more than 240,000 hectares.

National Resistance Council’s
spokesman Kim Sok told Radio Free
Asia that the granting of economic
land concessions to Vietnamese
companies in those areas was done
in a secretive manner, and that
Vietnamese companies and illegal
Vietnamese citizens who come to
do business and live on those con-
cessions have the nature of land
grabbing or occupying it as their
own village, not just doing normal
business. He alleges that because
Vietnam intends to swallow Cam-
bodia's lands, it must be demanded
to be reviewed.

What the National Resistance
Council does is gather strength and
collaborate with the Khmer Move-
ment for Democracy, partner institu-
tions, and outstanding young citizens
around the world, such as in South
Korea, Japan, Australia, the United
States, Canada, and Europe demand-
ing all means, both legal and espe-
cially gathering forces to demonstrate
and demand that the government
review land concessions controlled
by Vietnamese companies.

Mr. Kim Sok

Please see /30
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Cambodian PM thanks Thailand for suppressing dissidents

Hun Manet praises Thailand as
PM Paetongtarn Shinawatra visits
Phnom Penh to mark 75th anniver-
sary of diplomatic ties.

By Pimuk Rakkanam for RFA
and RFA Khmer

2025.04.23

Social media sharing button

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun
Manet, center, and Thai Prime Min-
ister Paetongtarn Shinawatra at Peace
Palace in Phnom Penh, April 23,
2025.

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun
Manet, center, and Thai Prime Min-
ister Pactongtarn Shinawatra at Peace
Palace in Phnom Penh, April 23,
2025.

(Agence Kampuchea Press via
AP)

BANGKOK - The Cambodian
prime minister on Wednesday thanked
Thailand for not allowing its terri-

tory to be used to “interfere” in
Cambodian affairs as a human rights
group accused the two governments
of running a repressive “swap mart”
to silence each other’s dissidents.

Prime Minister Hun Manet of-
fered his thanks during an official

BY SAM CHANSE

S SRR
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visit to Phnom Penh by Thai Prime
Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra
marking the 75th anniversary of
modern diplomatic ties, which began
in 1950.

Manet and Paetongtarn signed
cooperation agreements on labor

and workforce skill development,
road maintenance, cross-border
bridges and transnational pollution
control.

The relationship between the
two neighbors is sometimes turbulent.
They have had occasional violent
clashes over territorial disputes. But
there’s been an increasingly pliant
attitude between them when it comes
toward treatment of political op-
position figures who shelter on each
other’s soil.

Thailand's Prime Minister Pae-
tongtarn Shinawatra and her husband
Pidok Sooksawas greet Cambodian
government officials as Cambodia's
Prime Minister Hun Manet looks on
at the Peace Palace in Phnom Penh.

Thailand's Prime Minister Pae-

Please see /15
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ARE NOW

DIRECTED BY STEVE COSSON

SET IN LOWELL, THIS PLAY FOLLOWS A YOUNG RESEARCHER AS SHE
CONFRONTS HER FAMILY’S TRAUMATIC PAST AND SEARCHES FOR
HEALING THROUGH MEMORY AND TRUTH.

APRIL 23-MAY 11, 2025

FUNDING PROVIDED BY ENSEMBELE STUDIO THEATRE/ALFRED P. SLOAN FOUNDATION SCIENCE &
TECHNOLOGY PROJECT, GREATER LOWELL COMMUNITY FOUNDATION, AND MASS HUMANITIES.

2024-25 SEASON
P2 MERRIMACK REPERTORY THEATRE
WWW.MET.ORG | 978.654.4676

ASSISTANT SPONSOR
PROLELING KHMER

SAM CHANSE
ARTIST SPOMSOR—STEVE & CINDY CHAD

PRESENTING SPONSOR
JIMWALDO & SUSAN MITCHELL
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The End of Russia's War in Ukraine
1s on the most difficult path under
the conditions of Russia

By The Cambodia Daily
April 5, 2025

Russian President Vladimir
Putin recently reiterated his demands
for a United Nations-organized in-
terim government in Ukraine to

8 aNney L‘ﬁH
replace the current government led
by President Volodymyr Zelensky.
The Moscow Times reported

T R SN
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that Putin sees Zelensky as unfit to
be the president of Ukraine because
Zelensky's term as president of
Ukraine expired in May 2024.
Putin said his delegation would
not negotiate directly with the
Ukrainian negotiating team, which
is made up of officials from Zelen-

sky's government, Putin called an
illegal group, a group that no longer
has the right to represent the Ukrai-
nian people.

However, the Ukrainian parlia-
ment continued to approve Zelensky
as president of Ukraine until the

EULIUS EU‘
war-torn country returns to peace
with Russia and the war ends.

In addition to these conditions,
Moscow has already imposed many
conditions, such as proposing the
complete lifting of economic sanc-
tions on Russia. But the European
group has completely rejected Rus-
sia's demands, including the demand
for a United Nations-backed interim
government in Ukraine.

For the United States, US
President Donald Trump has re-
jected the Russian president's request
to place Ukraine under temporary
UN supervision.

Donald Trump expressed disap-
pointment with Putin for questioning
Zelensky's legitimacy as president
of Ukraine. Trump also warned of
further sanctions on Russian oil
exports if Russia becomes a problem
and causes the US peace plan to fail.

Please see /29
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Hun Manet and his
father meet Xi

Observer: Chinese leader may
raise Chinese military authority at
Ream Port

Observers suggest that Chinese

egl) juipm iuh

leaders may come to talk to Cam-
bodian leaders about the terms of
military cooperation between the
two countries over the use of Ream
Port.

By Prach Chev
01.04.2025

Hun Manet (left) and Hun Sen
(right) meet with Chinese President
Xi Jinping on February 10 during
a three-day visit to China from
February 9 to 11, 2023. (Photo:
Hun Sen's Facebook)

This statement came after
Chinese President Xi Jinping was
announced to visit Cambodia in
April.

Observer: Chinese leaders may

raise Chinese military authority at
Ream Port. Observers say the
Chinese leaders will raise with the
Cambodian leaders the terms of
military cooperation between the

ONR AY 2 HRTMARANL

two countries around the use of
Ream Port.

Political commentator Kim
Sok told Radio Free Asia on March
31 that top Chinese leader may
come to talk to Prime Minister
Hun Manet about the authority of
the Chinese military to what extent
can the seaport be used after the
port is completed and ready to be
inaugurated in the near future.

President Xi Jinping may speak
at a closed diplomatic meeting
about the terms of military coop-
eration between Cambodia and
China in the Ream Seaport area
after its construction. For example,
how much authority does China
have in Cambodian-Chinese mili-
tary cooperation, and what condi-

Please see /10
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as we celebrate
Our Champions of Community Action!

Thursday, May 15, 2025
Andover Country Club | Andover, MA
6:00-9:00 PM

Hors D'oeuvres, Food Stations & Cash Bar

Honoring
Joe Hungler, Boys and Girls Club of Greater Lowell
Lenis Perez, Merrimack Valley YMCA
Sophy Theam, Enterprise Bank

Celebrate with us as we recognize the
accomplishments of our local champions and raise
funds to support our efforts to build a shelter
for women facing housing insecurity in our community.

$125.00/ticket”
*Sponsorships and Group Tickets available

For tickets and online registration, visit hitps:flonecau.selclispring25
For sponsorship, please contact Margot Regan, Director of Development at
maregan@commteam.org or at 978-654-5813.

Thank you to our Visionary Sponsor:

S

Enterprise Bank
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Earthquake in Thailand collapses nearly
50-story building, trapping workers,
killing and injuring many

CENTRALs official: There may
be many Cambodian workers miss-
ing in collapsed building

A CENTRAL’s official in Thai-
land said that there may be many
Cambodian workers missing and
suspected of being trapped in a col-
lapsed building in Bangkok.

the collapsed building.

Many Cambodian workers are
suspected of being missing in the
rubble of collapsed buildings

CENTRAL officials say that
many Cambodian workers who are
missing after a building collapsed
in Thailand on March 28 may be
missing.

QWAIEHIEIS
SgsE i I WA TN SUNH
MU MAMKTR{PRURYO
M WU AN UR AR
poma mgﬁtgmrrmtnﬁmms
i g8 UM TS Bui
{pruunppamst§mnicGmems
IRenniS: yspuici(algh
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Lmn&msmﬁﬁ[ﬁmﬁ'jgsmﬁms

MIAIRNUAIEgINHgSs 18]
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Meanwhile, some relatives said
they are waiting for news from
relatives near the collapsed building.

By Radio Free Asia

Building collapse in Bangkok

A building under construction
in Chatuchak district, Bangkok,
Thailand, collapsed on March 28,
2025. (Image from social media)

CENTRAL's migrant worker
project officer in Thailand, Loeng
Sophon, told Radio Free Asia on
March 30 that at least four Cambo-
dian workers have been told by their
relatives that they have been unable
to contact their relatives and waiting
for news from the search team at

A SIHMINM WIN IR

He said the workers were work-
ing in a 30-story building under
construction that collapsed on March
28 in the Chatuchak district of
Bangkok, Thailand.

There was a group of five Cam-
bodian workers, and one of them
confirmed that she had lost her
brother and sister. Her brother and
sister were working on the building
before the building collapsed. My
brother and sister are working on a
building, but they arrived here. My
sister is waiting (at the collapsed
building) to see me and contact me,
but [ haven't been able to reach them.

Mr. Loeng Sophon

The Central Organization has
deployed its officers to monitor the

Please see /11
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From Page 07
tions does China impose on Hun

Manet's government to allow
warships from other countries to
enter the Straits of Ream.

Mr. Kim Sok

The political commentator's
remarks came after reports that
Chinese President Xi Jinping will
visit three ASEAN countries:
Vietnam, Malaysia, and Cambodia
in mid-April, and will be the first
overseas visit by a Chinese leader
in 2025.

The news of the Chinese
leader's visit to Cambodia comes
as the Cambodian military an-
nounced that the Ream Naval Port,
built with Chinese assistance, will
be officially inaugurated in April.

Southeast Asia and the Pacific
geopolitical observer Seng Vanly
also said that although Xi Jinping's
visit to Cambodia does not seem
to have much significance for
China, but China just wants to
show that Cambodia is still China's
close ally in the ASEAN region,

and the Chinese leader wants to
take the time to inaugurate the
Ream naval base that China helped
build.

A few weeks ago, Cambodia
announced that it would allow the
first Japanese warship to dock
(after the inauguration of the Ream
Naval Port) in an attempt to curry
favor with Japan. But we see that
Xi Jinping's presence at the inau-
guration of the Ream Naval Port
demonstrates China's importance
in its relations with Cambodia.

Mr. Seng Vanly

Observers believe that in ad-
dition to the Ream Port issue,
Chinese leaders will try to infiltrate
some of the aid programs that the
United States has withdrawn from
Cambodia and Cambodian leaders
will also take the opportunity to
request a loan from China to build
the Funan Techo Canal project,
which is suspected to be lacking
funds for construction.

oJdlnd Lni:l']liﬂlnltl'lnﬂs
ﬁﬁLUﬁLFELUi“jﬁG‘I[U
56 8 mo/ok/ti 1 9:mo anG vgbugdsmsdn
155 ‘s’lemmack Street, Lmnell
nIInHEnIlEIIHﬂ TH lﬁHJﬁl.'lllH anﬁﬁEanE RSVF:
EE’InEEﬁ sruas@commteam org

Community Teamwork
Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, 30/04/2025, 6:30pm

2nd Floor Board Room

155 Merrimack Street, Lowell
PUBLIC WELCOME
To participate, RSVP:
sruas(@commteam.org

Building Communities
Changing Lives
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Earthquake in Thailand collapses nearly
50-story building, trapping workers,
killing and injuring many

From Page 09

search for missing Cambodian work-
ers at the site of the collapsed build-
ing. Mr. Loeng Sophon added that
there could be more than four
Cambodian workers who worked in

the collapsed building and are miss-
ing because they work through dif-
ferent employers.

The relatives of the two work-
ers who were missing in the rubble
of the collapsed building told Free
Asia on March 31 that until now,
relatives continue to stay near the
collapsed building, awaiting infor-
mation from the search and rescue
teams and information from Cam-
bodian embassy officials in Thailand.

The Ministry of Labor and
Vocational Training, which claims
that officials from the Cambodian
Embassy in Thailand have person-
ally visited the scene, confirmed in
a statement on March 29 that the
ministry has contacted workers af-
fected by the earthquake in Thailand
but the ministry has not yet confirmed
how many Cambodian workers are
working in the collapsed building.

A Cambodian migrant worker
works in Thailand for four years in
a construction site about five kilo-
meters from the collapsed building,
Mr. Yun Sayyan, told Radio Free
Asia that he and his 19-year-old
daughter were working on the 13th
floor of a condominium building
during the earthquake in Bangkok.

The worker, who is originally
from Svay Antor district, Prey Veng
province, said the building shook
violently for about 3 minutes, caus-
ing sounds of falling rocks and
broken metal, as well as bursting
electric wires and caused the Cam-
bodian, Burmese, and Laotian work-
ers to panic and run down the
building. Fortunately, the building,
which housed more than 100 Cam-
bodian workers, did not collapse.

At first, I didn't think it was an
earthquake. I thought the building
was collapsing. Everyone ran, call-
ing out to their brothers and sisters.
They ran down at that time. They
didn't take pictures, they ran indi-
vidually. Some ran without shoes.
Both Burmese, Laotians, and Thais
ran down. Some people were on the
24th floor and it took a long time to
get to the ground floor of building.
At that time, the building shook so
much that we felt like we couldn't
live, we couldn't see our families
back home.

Mr. Yun Sayyan

Mr. Yun Sayyan added that most
of the high-rise construction sites
in Bangkok are filled with Cambo-
dian and Burmese workers. He said
that Thai citizens told him that
buildings under construction in Chak
Tochak Sangkat, filled with Cam-

Please see /30
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Cambodian PM thanks Thailand for
romPage 05 SUPPressing dissidents

tongtarn Shinawatra and her husband
Pidok Sooksawas greet Cambodian
government officials as Cambodia's
Prime Minister Hun Manet looks on
at the Peace Palace in Phnom Penh.

(AFP)

“I would like to thank Thailand
for its core policy for not allowing
any individuals to use Thai terri-
tory to interfere with the internal
affairs and activities which created
dangerous situations for Cambodia.
The Cambodian government will
practice the same policy,” Manet
told a joint news conference.

Human Rights Watch on Tues-
day called out that kind of coopera-
tion in blunter terms. It accused the
two governments of engaging in a
“swap mart” or reciprocal arrange-
ments targeting dissidents and op-
position figures.

It said “both governments have
facilitated assaults, abductions,
enforced disappearances, and the
forced return of people to their home
countries where their lives or freedom
are at risk”.

“Prime
Minister Pae-
tongtarn should
press her Cam-
bodian coun-
terparts to end
transnational
abuses that dis-
credit both
countries glob-
ally and to put
theirrelationship
on a rights-respecting footing in-
stead,” Elaine Pearson, Asia director
at Human Rights Watch, was
quoted as saying.

Since a 2014 military coup in
Thailand by the then-army chief
against an elected government,
Bangkok has been accused of co-
operating with authoritarian govern-
ments in neighboring countries in
the detention and repatriation of
dissidents, particularly from Cam-
bodia, Laos and Vietnam.

The rights group said that Thai
authorities have frequently used
immigration charges to justify the
unlawful deportation of Cambodian

dissidents and activists without any
due process guarantees, including
those recognized as refugees by the
United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees.

There’s also been incidents in
which Thai nationals have been
targeted in neighboring countries.
A prominent pro-democracy activist,
Wanchalearm Satsaksit, was kid-
napped by armed men in Phnom
Penh in June 2020 and hasn’t been
seen since.

Human Rights Watch also
highlighted that Cambodian au-
thorities have failed to arrest suspects
responsible for killing Lim Kimya,
a former Cambodian opposition
lawmaker in Bangkok on Jan. 7,
2025. The Bangkok Criminal Court
has issued arrest warrants for two
Cambodian nationals who are both
connected to high-ranking Cambo-
dian government officials and remain
at large. Edited by Mat Pennin

Meambar

We wish a joyous celebration and a
happy, healthy, and prosperous new year

to our friends from the countries of Bangladesh, Cambodia, India,
Laos, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Thailand.
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Chinese media, Hun Sen celebrate
White House order to close US-
funded news outlets

Asian dissidents, activists voice
dismay over funding freeze to Radio
Free Asia.

Radio Free Asia Tibetan service
director Kalden Lodoe, right, prepares
to present a newscast at the RFA
studio, Jan. 18, 2023. (Gemunu
Amarasinghe/RFA)

Representatives of closed Asian
societies without free press on
Monday welcomed the U.S. admin-
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istration’s decision to halt broadcasts
by Voice of America and freeze
funding to Radio Free Asia, while
democracy activists and dissidents
expressed disbelief and dismay.

China’s state-backed Global
Times published an editorial focus-
ing on VOA which it called “a lie
factory” and “a thoroughly biased
propaganda poison.”

“The so-called beacon of free-
dom, VOA, has now been dis-
carded by its own government like
a dirty rag,” it said.

In a Facebook post, former
Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen,
who is Senate president and the
father of the current premier, called
the closure of U.S.-funded “propa-
ganda” outlets “a major contribution
to eliminating fake news, disinfor-

mation, lies, distortions, incitement,
and chaos around the world.”

Hun Sen attends a press confer-
ence at the National Assembly after
a vote to confirm his son, Hun
Manet, as Cambodia's prime minister
in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, August
22, 2023. (Cindy Liu/Reuters)

Meanwhile, human rights activ-
ists in some of the world’s most
repressive countries spoke out in
support of what they see as “beacons
of hope” and upholders of the truth.

“There’s something I will re-
member forever ... When my
mother was told I’d be released
after having served my sentence,
she was sitting outside on the patio
the whole day to wait for me. The
first sound of my voice she heard
was on Radio Free Asia and that
made her cry out loud,” Le Quoc
Quan, a Vietnamese dissident lawyer
who served 30 months in prison and
who now lives in the United States,
recalled on Facebook.

‘Significant setback for the
democracy’

Another Vietnamese democ-
racy activist, who spent seven years
in jail on subversion charges, said
RFA and Voice of America had freed
his thinking from the strictures of
communist rule before he was im-
prisoned.

“These two stations played a
pivotal role in helping me break free
from the propaganda and indoctrina-
tion of the Communist Party of
Vietnam, shaping my beliefs and
actions,” Nguyen Tien Trung wrote
from exile in Germany.

The discontinuation of RFA and
VOA “represents a significant setback
for the democracy and human rights
movements in Vietnam, China, Asia,
and globally,” he wrote.
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Facebook influencer Puts
on Surveillance

By Ly Heng

Phnom Penh, Cambodia -- Face-
book influencer Sangly Sarak, who
has two million followers on his
Facebook page Business Advisor,
was recently granted bail, placed
under supervision by the court on
charges of inciting serious disorder
to public security under articles 494
and 495 of the Criminal Code due
to his activism in educating young

A ARl aniiA gasaan1u)sulin Business advisor

Business advisor Fii Ut 81t
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people to think critically about issues
that have arisen in society. This rule
has drawn heavy criticism, with two
observers criticizing it as reflecting
a criminal leadership style that needs
to be reformed under the constitu-
tion.

Many reports indicate that Mr.
Sangly Sarak was arrested by Kan-
dal provincial authorities on 27th
and released on March 31, 2025,
after four-day detention. He owns
a Facebook account Business Advi-
sor. Mr. Sangly Sarak posted little
information on his account after
being released from detention on
31st. He said that authorities asked

him to explain the content he
posted. He is now safe back home.

However, Mr. Sangly Sarak is
still place under judicial supervision
from March 30, 2025 onward. Mr.
Sangly Sarak aged 31, was questioned
by the investigating judge of the
Kandal Provincial Court, Sean Nara.

Mr. Sangly Sarak is under sur-
veillance for his act of inciting seri-
ous disorder to social security and
punished in accordance with articles
494 and 495 of the Criminal Code.
The court imposed four conditions
on him include 1) during this period
of being released on bail, he must
not change his residence without
the permission of the investigating
judge, 2) he must respond to sum-
mons from all persons designated
by the judge, and 3) he must not
leave Cambodia 4) he shall appear
before the authorities at Takhmao
Police Station, Takhmao City, Kan-
dal Province, every first week of
each month. Mr. Sangly Sarak agree
to comply the order.

Mr. Sangly Sarak would not
comment on this matter but he who
often posts messages to cultivate
the mindset of young people to think
deeply about the dangers of alcohol
consumption, illicit drug and territo-
rial integrity issues. His Facebook
account has gained nearly 2 million
followers. Some messages that
Sangly Sarak posted before his arrest
suggested that siblings may have
bad ideas about each other, those to
the east and west of our house, how
can we trust them? The same thing
has happened to Cambodian citizens
as well as famous content producers,
such as Ms. Kanitha, who often
produced news content who spreads

Please see /18
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Facebook influencer Puts
mnree7 ON SUIvelllance

knowledge to Cambodian children
both at home and abroad. There have
also been direct and indirect threats
against her. She has produced some
content in Cambodian society, in-
cluding a video apologizing to the
two prime ministers in public.

The Cambodian Watchdog
Council, Men Nat, said that there is
nothing wrong with the account
owner's statement, even though he
earns some income from social
media. But he said that on the con-
trary, it is the leaders who are at
fault. He said that the fault lies in
the fact that the government did not
encourage those who provided
knowledge to the people to be
knowledgeable and think deeply for
the benefit of the nation and to serve
the people's rice bowl.

He emphasized that this rule
encourages criminals who are de-
frauding citizens and encourages
countries with ambitions to swallow
Cambodian territory through the
Cambodian authorities' handcuffs
to cover up the truth, according to
Men Nath.

"Current leaders are cruel. When
cruel people lead, they lead like big
brothers. They don't let good people
be their partners. Anyone who talks
about social justice or good educa-
tion is eliminated." said Men Nath.
"But that's the nature of criminals
leading the country," he said. With
such a political line, the people will
continue to suffer for many years if
there is no change. When the people
have such leaders, they find it dif-
ficult to do business.

For example, if you are farming,
you have difficulty selling your
products, buying land, and you are

being abused, confiscated, and
people borrow money from banks
to invest with wealthy people, like
this and that group of tycoons, and
they cheated you. Some people died
because of all this and never receive
justice from society.

Mr. Am Samath, the director in
charge of general affairs of the hu-
man rights organization Licadho
said that, the arrest and detention
measures would be made against
some people who actively share
information that has occurred in
society to improve the inaction of
public officials and for the benefit
of educating citizens, which affects
freedom of expression and freedom
of access to information.

He pointed out that social me-
dia has now become an important
place to express opinions. However,
if this freedom is threatened, citizens
will no longer dare to express their
opinions. Then social problems will
increase. He would like to see rel-
evant authorities as well as the courts
distinguish between them.

"On the other hand, Cambodia
is a country that adheres to a lib-
eral, multi-party democracy, a
country that adheres to a demo-
cratic, free and democratic society."
In the fundamental expression of
ideas, democracy, freedom of expres-
sion plays an important role in
promoting the development of de-
mocracy. Therefore, freedom of
expression should be promoted and
fully provided for "the right to con-
trol expression according to na-
tional and international law that
Cambodia has recognized must be
clearly distinguished between free-
dom of expression and crime," said
Mr. Um Samath.
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Cambodia hit with highest Trump tariff

but manufacturing ‘absolutely not’
coming back to U.S., trade group says
From Page 05

from garments to footwear, travel
goods, bicycles, agriculture products,
furniture, solar panels, tires and
kitchen cabinets.

Expect a pause in executive
decision making

Andrei Quinn-Barabanov, sup-
ply chain industry practice lead at
Moody’s, says that even if companies
manufacture as cheaply as possible,
relocating supply chains is a major
investment.

“Supply chain investments are
meant to be longer term and when
you have tremendous uncertainty
like this you are unlikely to make
these decisions. Companies will wait
to see what the tariff response will
be from other countries, as well as
nontariff restrictions they will put

on U.S. companies. You will have
very little executive decision-
making.”

The White House has claimed
that Cambodia’s tariffs on the U.S.
reach as high as 97%, a claim dis-
puted by the country, as well as by
multiple sources of tariffs data, in-
cluding the World Trade Organiza-
tion. The Observatory of Economic
Complexity, which also studies trade
data, says some consumer products
such as snacks, cosmetics and au-
tomobiles can see much higher
tariffs than the average, as high as
35%, in Cambodia. The U.S. aver-
age tariff on Cambodian goods is
2.6%, compared to Cambodia’s
average tariff on U.S. goods of

Please see /20

PHYSICAL THERAPY

ﬂﬂﬁnﬁlﬂlHETS"
Iﬂiﬁmﬁﬁlﬂﬁlg'

(] aumlm ARIL i GIAGNE

auEhnkgm

OV O T g
ap@muugiimu:magh Sabaimi
cinndlamnn &awmnan
(Worker's Comp Rehab)

I.ri"'.-hﬁn'!ih1!|‘|1l1_,"',|_'l.ihjl.‘:r:'lr| Sty E G sy iy
iy <'1..mnﬂumuma}nqulmu 1 it
ERTER DT nll_ann BT mrgnnurui,,n
m[um.mum:mu yEmzngjmige gmd:mami
*ﬁmq-uﬂupnlnamlu.umum 1

Eastern Physicial Thera
851 Middlesex Street, Smte 1 Lowell,

Have Aches & Pain?

We Can Help.
o ||!||||

; from Auto Accident
all
Arthritis

habilitation

A 01851
Phone: 978-677-6333 Fax: 978-677-6982




Page.20

e male igswe i wan QIvowE

KHMERPOST USA

(merania g [NUMONGMNG AYIKNg.

IS MGG SHENHUMIAES
AR SRiBw g GIITN
NS gAY uMATU) AL
ME% ISIANUISAIAYT T NS
B HUATISUNEHISTAIT 8
Aytha b,a% i) uShngunjy
pIRymIG e mentsinpio
6%

SCOTT BESSENT iuf:i[ﬁ
risgRiammInAm s St
M AlgHiNGd anifitms
CNBC th 1M SU§HIHN
thmiuipg olstniaRyieims
pUtnigIIETATmIsIoga §n
siiglinimAasanrumsianss
UG YA oSS
rdahatgangis: rmur
g mwa s waming
el sutnigaiyialm Gig
antnruthywmiss ninsn
wyrsnghas 1 yaisid
athadus ngawshmusth
ennni Wy Agneygn
ANAWATMAGAN Y AN
INAG{AN O AFINS e
il sstniganisia il whgils
HIsMAaiAINAmBinang
FrrunSe ferhywaa puing
gingramau]ing shne

=
2

fHungmaG: 1"

ANDRE C.WINTERS s § i
Shﬁ]SﬁtﬁﬁL‘ﬁHtﬂSLﬁﬁ‘p 81
LﬁHmSIﬂUGIﬁ smifgjeuin
I:i‘ﬁtii:l HUDSONWINTERS § 9
IS: mSLmUCNchmﬁmsmi
InthﬁHtﬂSShmmnEMﬁﬁH
Lﬁ@JUIﬂﬁjmiumtﬁin?mm
{UEN T 1IN A WINTERS TS
Suntst "m[gwsmMﬁnHrs.
dsfusthmironéndagpnut
YRPIUNGHIETAINIE" '[pIB'U]S

SusuBiSrurF{presaniing)n
frufnhmminwsinau
weisiiguing €o% isi
jlanmy iwsmesgums
ng bo% isl{uigeurgn S84
g i asi§ut nisiin
IN At MI{R OB RMIYETA
im"1
IB{UIG UM B S WANSHERA
PG RS TNT G HIETA?
masismiannsing
"TET M IF SR USRI S
qmguﬂhgwhnﬁﬁjﬁmﬁmﬁh
HYMIMANGAYAGANIANAT
BARNETT M8 {tintisth
#isnsivas I EIETASH
Auifauinieneamastgags
rsqpms: gomin(nudis
tif smsmminns
INAMSUSNE thHAIU
nEntimatyéSmeoppninisns
HIIHIA" "¢ AIAY M S G
Lﬁﬁﬂsmmsmhsmm:&ﬂﬁﬁmﬁ
ISl Fine e ﬁﬁﬁtﬁﬁjﬁiﬁjﬂ
ngntwsinis:inta u[@Jh[l‘j
AINUTARNIHIETA B8 8
srdanY (peF uigEsia
im"1
misTiwaAsUaAYp¢[ure
fUtNIGEnIEinlm 8stusthing
Sulag AR uENUINSMINg
URIIANG [ 11516 18 21 TN
mupmaGui{pi 8a iR
mMAngAgivaIme thywin
MIMAUZWESMAMANGny
Sadnpruiuad{urg sy 8i
MIHRENAZIMAUSINg fitns
AN ATIS BEON S § AN RJIUES
prla W msmwigth
qpﬁmﬂﬁjrmmmrumipmﬁj
SIS CIUIRE [ NISNS T

Cambodia hit with highest Trump tariff

but manufacturing ‘absolutely not
coming back to U.S., trade group says
From Page 19

around 8%.

The administration has contin-
ued to argue that the return of
manufacturing to the U.S. will ulti-
mately lead to greater revenue for
the U.S. “If we put up a tariff wall,
the ultimate goal would be to bring
jobs back to the U.S. But in the
meantime, we will be collecting
substantial tariffs,” Treasury Secre-
tary Scott Bessent said Tuesday on
CNBC. “If we’re successful, tariffs
would be a melting ice cube, in a
way, because you’re taking in the
revenues as the manufacturing fa-
cilities are built in the U.S., and
there should be some level of sym-
metry between the taxes we begin
taking in with the new industry from

the payroll taxes as the tariffs de-
cline.”

Andre C. Winters, founder and
principal of supply chain consul-
tancy and planning company Hud-
sonWinters, recently told CNBC he
is doubtful that companies will bring
manufacturing back to the U.S. in
a hurry. “This trade war is not an
incentive to come back to the
United States,” said Winters. “Com-
panies will look to other countries
that are being hit with lower tariffs.
If I’'m paying 40% in Vietnam and
I can get 20% tariff in another coun-
try, I’11 go there, because in the end,
it is still cheaper than coming back
to America.”
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Observer: The Actions of Individual Named

Chheav Monin Reveal the Weakness of the
Cambodian National Defense Force

By The Cambodia Daily
April 4, 2025

Social observers say that the
violation of armed force discipline
by an individual named Chheav
Monnin is a sign of the weakness

: |ﬂ;ﬁ5§|ﬁtp -E;IF'"“" i

'uqmn __.i['

of the Cambodian national defense
force and demonstrates the low
management level of Cambodia's
territorial defense institutions.

The head of the Cambodian
Watchdog, Men Nat, told The Cam-
bodia Daily on April 2 that if we
look at the character of this person
named Chhaew Monin, compared
to his role in the armed forces, he

is not worthy at all because this
person is still young, but has the
rank of Brigadier General (one star)
and the title of Oknha.

He said that each officer in the
force, before receiving the rank of

mqﬂ

one-star general, must go through a
period of time and perform many
tasks, including many achievements.
But a person with a bright skin, fat,
chubby person is unlikely to have
completed his duties and achieved
success, including having undergone
proper training from a military
academy.

Mr. Men Nat urged the Ministry

Please see /26
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Cambodian government officials
have different views on US tariffs
on Cambodian goods

By The Cambodia Daily
April 7, 2025

Senior Cambodian government
officials are at odds over the US
tariff hike, while civil society and
opposition party officials are express-
ing concerns about the economic

After Donald Trump decided
to increase tariffs on goods im-
ported into the US market by 49%,
Cambodian government officials
spoke differently about the issue,
including Minister of Commerce
Cham Nimol speaking in a special
interview about the US tariff hike
on Cambodian goods on April 4,
she said that the first affected by this
tariff hike is the US, which is the
buyer, and then it will affect busi-
nesses in Cambodia.

Ms. Cham Nimman calls on
citizens not to be afraid and not to
doubt the government's solution to
the current situation in which the
US government has announced a
tariff increase of 49% on Cambodia,
because the government is paying
great attention to this work.

Meanwhile, Ministry of Com-
merce spokesman Pen Sovicheat
acknowledged that the tariff increase
would affect Cambodia's economy,
but not significantly.

Separately, Minister of Labor
and Vocational Training Heng Sour
claims that this tax increase will not
100% affect Cambodian exports to
the US market while Cambodian
workers and citizens are only par-
tially affected, overall Cambodia
can still manage.

CENTRAL’s Labor Rights
Manager Khun Tharo said on April
4 that Cambodia has no trade bal-
ance or weight to fight with the
United States over the tariff increase.

This senior civil society official
stated that what Cambodia needs to
do urgently now is to change its
diplomatic attitude to negotiate with
the United States only under the
condition of safeguarding Cambodia's
national economic interests even if
you have to bend down a bit, as the
Khmer proverb says, "Bow down
to put the seed, and you will be
saved."

In a rush to request tariff reduc-
tions from the United States, Prime
Minister Hun Manet sent a letter to
President Donald Trump requesting
negotiations, appointing Minister of
Commerce Cham Nimol as the lead
negotiator.

In the letter, Hun Manet called
Trump "the esteemed and respected
President." He said he wanted to
maintain long-term bilateral trade

relations and that the maximum
Please see /28
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Government and Cambodian Citi-
zens Shocked Over US Government's
Tariff Increase on Cambodian Goods

By The Cambodia Daily

April 5, 2025

[photo caption] US President
Donald Trump unveils a list of tar-
iffs on all countries that do business
with US on April 2, 2025.

The Donald Trump administra-
tion in Washington announced a

49% tariff increase on Cambodian
imports to respond to the 97% tariff
on Cambodian imports from the
United States, putting Cambodia at
the top of the list among all ASEAN
member countries.

At a ceremony announcing
tariffs on all countries doing business
with the United States, a method of
imposing reciprocal tariffs, Donald
Trump and US government officials
on April 2 has burst into laughter
when they counted Cambodia, which
had the highest tax rate of 49% out
of 185 countries, while Cambodia
imposed a tax rate of 97% on lux-
ury goods from the United States.

Be noted that the import tax

that the US government says Cam-
bodia imposes at 97% is actually
calculated based on unequal trade
practices. Goods shipped from
Cambodia to the United States were
worth nearly $13 billion in 2024,
while goods shipped from the
United States to Cambodia in the
same year were only worth about
$300 million. This is called surplus
in economic terms.

President Trump understands
that they take a lot of money from
the United States in this way every
year because there are no taxes or
low taxes. He added that this is also
called discounted tariffs.

Apart from Cambodia, some
ASEAN member countries are also
required to pay taxes, such as Viet-
nam, which pays 46%, Laos, 48%,
Burma, 44%, Thailand, 36%, Indo-
nesia, 32%, Malaysia, 24%, Singa-
pore, 10% and the Philippines at
17%. Thus showing that Cambodia
is currently at the top of the list as
the country with the highest tax
burden in ASEAN.

Regarding this issue, the
American Chamber of Commerce
in Cambodia, Casey Barnett, wrote
on his Facebook account on April
2, warning that US President Don-
ald Trump has announced a 49%
tariff increase on goods from Cam-
bodia which will come into effect
from 12:00 AM on April 9, and if
Cambodia does not resolve it in
time, it could seriously affect the
national economy.

Please see /27
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Border Ring Road Construction Team
Vows to Complete Before Rainy Season

By The Cambodia Daily
April 4, 2025

The working group for the
management of the border infra-
structure construction fund is com-
mitted to completing the construction
of the Cambodian border ring road
in Mondulkiri and Ratanakiri prov-
inces before the upcoming rainy
season, while the construction of
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the border ring road is nearly 40%
complete.

According to a press release
from the working group on the
management of border infrastructure
funds, published on April 1, from
December 2024 to the end of March
2025, the construction of the border
ring road with Laos and Vietnam
has achieved approximately 39.92%
of the plan, of which Mondulkiri
province has achieved a length of
44.90 kilometers, equivalent to
42.45%, and Ratanakiri province
has achieved a length of 30.30 ki-
lometers, equivalent to 34.26%.

The same press release stated

that the clearance of mines and
unexploded ordnance has been
completed on an area of nearly 3
million square meters (2,752,500
square meters), or 44% of the total
area planned to be cleared of more
than 6 million square meters (6,250,000
square meters).

The same source claims that
regarding the progress of the border
road construction process in the past
5 months, the Cambodian Border
Guard has shown work on clearing
forests to find the first route, clear-
ing wide roads to find the road axis,
clearing valleys and streams, and
lowering mountain slopes and canal
construction, including road con-
struction and mountain wall excava-
tion, paving with crushed stone, etc.

The team claims that they are
continuing to promote the clearance
of unexploded ordnance, continuing
to accelerate the construction of
roads during the dry season, ensur-
ing that they meet technical standards,
quality, and weather resistance, and
continuing to accelerate the pace of
construction and how to complete
it before the heavy rains of the up-
coming rainy season.

Social watchdogs say that the
Hun clan government's border ring
road construction fund is not neces-
sarily a border ring road construction
fund, but could simply be a plan to
build a ring road to protect the Hun
clan's power.

The same source claims that it
is possible that when the road is

Please see /26
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Border Ring Road Construction Team
Vows to Complete Before Rainy Season

From Page 24

completed, the Hun family govern-
ment will distribute land to tens of
thousands of Vietnamese families
living on the water to live on land
and give them land ownership like
Cambodian citizens. Because this
is a lesson that Hun Sen's old gov-
ernment learned. It has already been
successfully implemented in Kam-
pong Chhnang province.

The working group was estab-
lished through a decree signed by
Hun Sen on October 30, 2024, fol-

lowing intense conflict between
Khmer and Khmer which led the
Cambodian government to announce
its withdrawal from the Cambodia-
Laos-Vietnam Development Tri-
angle Cooperation (CLV-DTA) on
September 20, 2024.

After withdrawing, the Cam-
bodian head of government announced
the establishment of a border infra-
structure construction fund on August
22, 2024, with a total budget of
nearly $27 million.

Observer: The Actions of Individual Named

Chheav Monin Reveal the Weakness of the
Cambodian National Defense Force

From Page 21

of National Defense to investigate
the appointment of this person's rank
and position to determine whether
it came about through corruption or
by performing genuine duties.

The social watchdog warns that
Cambodia will not be able to defend
its territory if the Hun clan govern-
ment only strengthens its bodyguard
forces to protect its family's power
rather than strengthening its forces
for national defense.

In early April 2025, an indi-
vidual named Chheav Monnin, who
holds the title of Oknha and serves
as Deputy Director of the General
Department of Air Force Technical
Equipment, Ministry of National
Defense, posted a dance video on
the social network TikTok, showing
images and behavior that were inap-
propriate for a soldier.

In the video, a person named

Chheav Monin also shows a large
amount of dollar bills on his desk
at the Ministry of Defense.

Regarding this issue, the Min-
istry of National Defense issued a
press release on April 1, 2025, stat-
ing that the inappropriate behavior
of a person named Chheav Monnin
has seriously affected the honor,
dignity, and the superiority of the
Ministry of National Defense and
the Royal Cambodian Armed
Forces seriously.Minister of Na-
tional Defense Tea Seiha also de-
cided to assign a specialized unit to
prepare and establish a disciplinary
council to review and evaluate all
the actions that this person has com-
mitted in order to impose punishment
in accordance with the law on the
general regulations for soldiers of
the Royal Cambodian Armed
Forces.
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Government and Cambodian Citizens Socked

Over US Government's

Cambodian Goods

From Page 23

The president of the Chamber
of Commerce claimed that in 2024,
Cambodia exported $12.8 billion to
the United States, but imported only
$300 million.

Casey Barnett stated that the
United States has requested a reduc-
tion in tariffs on US exports, facili-
tation of US business licensing, such
as Starlink and cooperation for
national security in the past, so
Cambodia should grant licenses
more quickly to US businesses, such
as Starlink.

The labor rights officer at the
Labor and Human Rights Alliance
(CENTRAL), Khun Tharo, wrote
on his Facebook account on April

Tariff Increase on

2 that the tax restrictions could have
anegative impact on the textile and
garment sector, footwear and travel
products, including other goods
under the GSP preferential tariff
system from the United States.

Mr. Khun Tharo said that the
garment, footwear, and travel prod-
ucts sectors account for approxi-
mately 50 percent of Cambodia's
total exports, providing employment
to nearly 1 million workers, while
the number of citizens and benefi-
ciaries of this economic sector also
exceeds 3 million.

Mr. Khun Tharo pointed out

that factories could close, workers
Please see /28
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Cambodian government officials have
different views on US tariffs on Cam-

bodian goods
From Page 22

agreed tariff rate on 19 types of
goods from the United States will
be reduced from 35% to only 5%
soon.

It is noteworthy that the Cam-
bodian side has requested negotia-

tions, but has not yet reached an
agreement. Hun Manet has already
lowered tariffs for the United States,
claiming that he will be committed
to strengthening relations between
the two countries even deeper.
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Government and Cambodian Citizens
Shocked Over US Government's Tariff
Increase on Cambodian Goods

From Page 27
would face job lost and income
losses, and Cambodia's annual eco-
nomic growth would decline further,
leading to a deeper economic and
social crisis in Cambodia.
Regarding this issue, CNRP
member of parliament Um Sam An
told The Cambodia Daily on April
2 that the current US tariff figures
for Cambodia are a serious curse
for the Hun Sen government because
companies and factories that do
business in Cambodia will surely
move to other countries. Also, Chi-
nese companies that moved from
China to Cambodia because they
were afraid of paying high taxes on
products from China will likely

reconsider.

Mr. Um Sam An calls on the
Cambodian government to rebuild
diplomatic ties with the United
States, including restoring human
rights and democracy in order to
leverage in negotiations with the
United States, the superpower should
ease tariffs on its imports to the US
market in the future.

Some economic analysts say
that this is a consequence of corrupt
management of the national econ-
omy, causing a loss of national funds.
When the economy is in crisis, the
state has no reserve funds to support
the production sector, only to borrow
money.
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The End of Russia's War in Ukraine
is on the most difficult path under
the conditions of Russia

From Page 06

Meanwhile, UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres rejected
the Russian president's request that
Ukraine be placed under an interim
government before Russia agrees to
end the war.

When asked by reporters about
Putin's proposal for a UN-backed
interim government in Ukraine,
Guterres responded that Ukraine
currently has its own legitimate
government.

Tammy Bruce, a spokeswoman
for the U.S. State Department, said
Ukraine is a constitutional democ-
racy, where the president's power to
govern is determined by the consti-
tution and the people of Ukraine.

However, Putin said that for
talks with Ukraine to take place,
Ukraine needs to have a legitimate
government. The Russian president
said: in principle, an interim govern-
ment could be established in Ukraine
under the auspices of the United
Nations, and this world body has an
obligation in this regard.

According to Putin, after the
interim government, Ukraine must
hold new presidential elections that
will bring a fully capable govern-
ment with the trust of the people
and then, the start of negotiations

with the new government is possible
with the Russian delegation about
the Russia-Ukraine peace treaty.

But observers believe that Pu-
tin does not want to meet Zelensky
because when the peace treaty be-
tween Russia and Ukraine is offi-
cially signed, the two warring lead-
ers must sign it to end the war.

However, while the path towards
ending Russia's war in Ukraine is
on the most difficult path under the
conditions of Russia, the European
Union and NATO, still committed
to continuing to help Ukraine after
Putin keeps adding conditions to
Donald Trump's peace proposal.

On Wednesday, April 2, NATO
Secretary General Mark Rutte said
that NATO allies have pledged $21.65
billion in military support for Ukraine
in the first three months of 2025.

NATO Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg said at a press confer-
ence in Brussels on Thursday that
NATO allies will continue to provide
military assistance to Ukraine until
Moscow ends the war.

According to Mark Rutte, a
stable peace must have a permanent
ceasefire in Ukraine, and any condi-
tions that are not in line with the
circumstances cannot be accepted.
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CLV-Demonstration in Korea

The National Resistance Council demands
that the government reconsider the granting
of land concessions to Vietnam

In addition to demanding im-
provements in land concessions for
Vietnamese companies, the Na-
tional Resistance Council also calls
on citizens of all political persuasions
to continue to demonstrate demand-

ing that Hun Manet's government
take the Koh Kutch Island issue to
the International Court of Justice
after Hun Manet recently stated that
Cambodia has not yet lost Koh Kutch
Island to Thailand.

Earthquake in Thailand collapses nearly
50-story building, trapping workers,
killing and injuring many

From Page 11
bodian and Burmese workers, col-
lapsed.

Thai people saw me walking
on the street and asked me if there
were any friends or relatives work-
ing there. I replied that there were
none. They (the Thais) said that
there were many Khmer people
working there and also many Bur-
mese. There were not many Thais
in that place.

Mr. Yun Sayan

The Bangkok Post reported on

March 30 that the death toll from
the building collapse has risen to
17, while 77 others remain missing.

The Central organization
posted on its Facebook page that a
Cambodian worker named Chouch
Samnang, originally from Kampong
Thom province, survived but suffered
a broken leg. She was pulled out
from the site of a collapsed building
by other workers.
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