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76th Anniversary of the Loss of
Kampuchea Krom to Vietnam

By Soben Ung

The Khmer Krom Association of New England
gathered on June 8th in Chelmsford, MA to com-
memorate the 76th Anniversary of the Loss of Kam- -
puchea Krom to Vietnam. Over 100 guests attended, e ‘, -
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Full Lineup Announced for 2025
romFrontpage LOWEI] Folk Festival

around the globe with audiences in
the Mill City, has announced the
complete roster of 19 musical acts
performing on multiple stages through-
out Downtown Lowell July 25-27.
More information about the Lowell
Folk Festival can be found at lowell-
folkfestival.org.

40 years. "This year we are excited
to welcome artists from right here in
our own neighborhood to join with
international performers to celebrate
keeping these musical practices alive.”

The 2025 Lowell Folk Festival
will get a vibrant taste of Carnival
thanks to one of Boston’s premier

Lowell _Ang kor Dancetroupe

“For me what makes the Lowell
Folk Festival, so special is the way it
connects the community, across cul-
tures, languages, and generations,”
said Festival Director Lee Viliesis.
The festival has honored the shared
musical heritage and cultural traditions
that have come from across the globe
to the Merrimack Valley, for nearly

Trinidadian Carnival mas groups,
Dynasty Productions Carnival Parade.
Founded by Cynthia Coker and her
husband Stephen, who both fell in
love with Carnival in their native
Trinidad and have carried the tradition
on since moving to Boston in the
early 1970s. Dynasty Productions

Please see /22

OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS
HAVE A LOT TO SAY
ABOUT THE LRTA!

66

The LRTA is one of several vital partners that
answers the transportation needs of our
commuting students. We have hundreds

of students every day that face challenges
to get to campus to improve their lives

and education, and the transportation
services the LRTA offers to help make
access to our campus easier is one less
hurdle our students have to overcome.

.
TIXII]I Philip Sisson, President
MIDDLESEX Middlesex Community College

Community College

JOIN OUR PARTNERS
IN PROMOTING TRANSIT!

The Lowell Regional Transit Authority is developing
public transportation services that will take us into the future.

Regional Benefits of Public Transportation

Convenient Access to Jobs, Medical Services and Shopping
A Clean Air Environment = Economic Development » Less Traffic Congestion
Reduced Energy Consumption = Improved Quality of Life

owell HEEinpal
ransit Authority

www.LRTA.com
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76th Anniversary of the Loss of
Kampuchea Krom to Vietnam

From Front Page

including State Representative Rodney
Elliott as well as Cambodian-Amer-
ican State Representative Tara Hong,
who was recently elected to the 18th
Middlesex District. Madam Mu So-
chua made a guest appearance, as the
Former CNRP Deputy Vice President
and a current leader in the Khmer
Movement for Democracy, alongside
exiled CNRP parliament members His
Excellency Ho Van, His Excellency
Long Ry, and His Excellency Nuth
Rumdol. A leader of the Khmer Krom
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Federation, Mr. Thach Manrinh, and
Venerable Sanbanditho Tran Vathana
from the Soriya Ransey Temple in
Philadelphia also made guest speech-
es. The President of Cambodian
Global Youth Network Sophorn Lary
and Lowell School Committee Dominik
Lay also attended.

Nearly 10 years have passed since
the Loss of Kampuchea Krom remem-
brance event was last held in Lowell.
The New England association formed
relatively recently to help preserve
Khmer Krom identity, culture, and
history. The revival of this event marks
an important step in their mission to
spread awareness and education about
Khmer Krom roots and culture.

Kampuchea Krom was lost to
Vietnam in an illegal annexation on
June 4th, 1949

Currently, there are still over 10

million Cambodians living in South
Vietnam, whose identity as Native
Cambodians are suppressed by the
Vietnamese government. Khmer
Krom’s 23 provinces, originally titled
with Cambodian names, were all
changed to Vietnamese following the
annexation. The surnames of Khmer
Krom individuals living within these
provinces were also changed to Viet-
namese over time to make them easy
to track, should they try to escape and
live elsewhere. Despite this harsh
repression and treatment by the Viet-
namese government, the Khmer Krom
people persist in their efforts to preserve
their religion and culture.

Madam Mu Sochua declared
during her speech that she is “the
daughter of Kampuchea Krom”, as
her father was born in Svay Thong,
Kampuchea Krom. Madam Sochua
is one of the most respected women
in Cambodia, and her efforts have
been recognized worldwide. For over
four decades, she has tirelessly fought
for the rights of women and pro-
moted democracy--from FUNCIPEC,
to the Sam Rainsy Party, to the Cam-
bodian National Rescue Party, which
was dissolved in 2018 by Hun Sen
after CNRP gained nearly 50% of the
parliamentary seats. Madam Sochua
currently serves as the leader of the
Khmer Movement for Democracy,
which engages Cambodians around
the world in essential discussion of
the authoritarian state of their govern-
ment. Cambodia was ruled by Hun
Sen’s iron fist for 40 years, and is now
forced to bow to his son, even though
neither won a proper election.

Madam Sochua stated that people
may not understand why she hasn't
joined with any Khmer Krom asso-
ciations, including the Khmer Krom
Federation’s pursuit of Khmer Krom
rights on the international stage.
"However, the fight for Cambodia is
everyone's fight, from everywhere.
Today, the history of losing Cambo-
dian land is repeating again. We

Please see /16
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Count Felix and Princess Elisabeth of Belgium attend Prince Christian's 18th

Future queen of Belgium caught up
in Harvard foreign student ban

By Charlotte Van Campenhout

BRUSSELS, May 23 (Reuters) -
Princess Elisabeth, the 23-year-old
future queen of Belgium, has just com-
pleted her first year at Harvard Univer-
sity but the ban imposed by U.S.
President Donald Trump's administration
on foreign students studying there could
jeopardise her continued studies.

The Trump administration revoked

Harvard University's ability to enroll
international students on Thursday, and
is forcing current foreign students to

"] 2 -~

birthday celebration at Christiansborg Castle in Copenhagen, Denmark Oc-
tober 15, 2023. Mads Claus Rasmussen/Ritzau Scanpix/via REUTERS/ File

Photo Purchase Licensing Rights
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transfer to other schools or lose their
legal status in the U.S., while also
threatening to expand the crackdown
to other colleges.

"Princess Elisabeth has just com-
pleted her first year. The impact of (the
Trump administration's) decision will
only become clearer in the coming days/
weeks. We are currently investigating
the situation," the Belgian Royal Palace's
spokesperson Lore Vandoorne said.

"We are analyzing this at the mo-
ment and will let things settle. A lot can
still happen in the coming days and
weeks," the Palace's communication
director, Xavier Baert, added.

Elisabeth is studying Public Policy
at Harvard, a two-year master's degree
program that according to the univer-
sity's website broadens students' per-
spectives and sharpens their skills for
"successful career in public service".

The princess is heir to the Belgian
throne, as the eldest of four children
born to King Philippe and Queen
Mathilde. Before attending Harvard,
she earned a degree in history and
politics from the UK's Oxford Univer-
sity. Harvard said on Thursday the move
by the Trump administration - which
affects thousands of students - was il-
legal and amounted to retaliation.
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155 Merrimack Street, Lowell
aNABERNEINNGS LHE[GOY QJUARSAMYS RSVPS
§81nS8H sruas@commteam.org
Community Teamwork
Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, 6/25/25, 6:30pm
2nd Floor Board Room
155 Merrimack Street, Lowell

Building Communities
Changing Lives

PUBLIC WELCOME
To participate, RSVP:
sruas(@commteam.org
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Thai and Cambodian soldiers clash briefly
in a disputed border area, killing 1

Updated 11:56 PM EDT, May 28, 2025

BANGKOK (AP) — A Cambo-
dian soldier was killed when Thai and
Cambodian troops briefly fired at each
other in their disputed border area
Wednesday, officials said.

Cambodian army spokesperson
Mao Phalla said the Cambodian troops
were conducting a routine patrol along
the border when the Thai side opened
fire.

The Thai army’s statement said

the Cambodian soldiers entered a
disputed area and Thai soldiers ap-
proached the area to negotiate but due
to misunderstanding, the Cambodian
side opened fire and the Thai soldiers
then retaliated.

The clash lasted about 10 minutes
until local commanders spoke to each
other and ordered a ceasefire, the Thai
army said, adding that the two were
negotiating.

The talk between the two coun-
tries’ army chiefs would be held on
Thursday, the Thai army said.

Cambodia said one of its soldiers
was killed during the fight, and the
body has been transported from the
border for a funeral. The Thai army
said it had no casualties.

Thai Defense Minister Phumtham
Wechayachai said the situation has

fiun SEZI’EN U 1um Siﬁmﬁ]ﬁﬁﬂtﬁ
been resolved and that both sides did
not intend to open fire at each other.

Neighboring Thailand and Cam-
bodia have a long history of land
disputes. The most prominent involved
the Preah Vihear promontory, an area
around a 1,000-year-old temple that
was listed as a UNESCO world heri-
tage site in 2008. The U.N.’s Interna-
tional Court of Justice granted sover-
eignty over the area to Cambodia in
2013.
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Thai and Cambodian armies agree
to seek peaceful solutions at dis-
puted border after deadly clash
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By JINTAMAS SAKSORNCHAI and
SOPHENG CHEANG

Updated 9:13 PM GMT+7, May 29,
2025

Share

BANGKOK (AP) — The army chiefs
of Thailand and Cambodia agreed on Thurs-
day to a withdrawal and to seek a peaceful
solution to the disputed border area where a
brief clash a day earlier killed one Cambo-

dian soldier, Thai officials said.

K3 i

In this poto released by the Thai Royal Thai Army,ambodin Chief of
Army Mao Sophan, left, meets with Thailand Chief of Army Gen. Pana
Claewplodtook, right, at a border checkpoint in Surin province, Thailand,

Thursday, May 29, 2025. (Thai Royal Thai Army via AP)
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Cambodian troops were conducting a
routine patrol along the border when the Thai
side opened fire, Cambodia said Wednesday.
The Thai army said that the Cambodian soldiers
entered a disputed area and opened fire when

Thai soldiers approached to negotiate.

The clash lasted about 10 minutes until
local commanders spoke to each other and

ordered a ceasefire, the Thai army said.

Gen. Pana Claewplodtook, the Thai army
chief, met with Cambodian counterpart Gen.
Mao Sophan at a border checkpoint and ex-
pressed his condolences over the death of the

Cambodian soldier, Thai army spokesperson

Winthai Suvaree said.

Winthai said both sides agreed to a
withdrawal and will seek peaceful solutions
together through special joint committees on
border situations between the two countries
in the coming weeks. He said that the troops
from both sides had already stepped back from
the area of the clash to their usual positions.

A statement from the Cambodian army
that was released later said that the two coun-
tries would work together to resolve the situ-
ation peacefully. However, the statement said
that Cambodia wouldn’t “retreat or stand
unarmed at the point of conflict,” although it
wasn’t clear from which position the army
was referring to.

Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn
Shinawatra said on Thursday before the
talks that she was confident of a positive
development for the border situation,
and that both sides agreed that they
don’t wish for violence.

Prime Minister Hun Manet of
Cambodia posted on his Facebook that
officials of the two countries wanted to
prevent further clashes and normalize
the situation. But he also said Cambo-
dia has sent troops and weapons as
reinforcement to the disputed border.

“I do not want to see any fighting
between armies that does not bring any
benefits to our two countries and peoples,
especially those who are fighting di-
rectly on the front lines,” he said.

Neighboring Thailand and Cam-
bodia have a long history of land disputes.
The most prominent involved the
Preah Vihear promontory, an area around
a 1,000-year-old temple that was listed
as a UNESCO world heritage site in
2008. The U.N.’s International Court
of Justice granted sovereignty over the
area to Cambodia in 2013.
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Marines Arrive in LA as Tensions Grow
Over Immigration Raids

From Front Page

the Los Angeles area with orders to
protect federal property and officers,
as the city is gripped by tensions over
anti-deportation protests.

Seven hundred troops from the
2nd Battalion, 7th Marines have made
it to the greater LA area, a spokesper-
son for the US Northern Command
said, without disclosing their specific
location. They will join about 2,100
members of the 79th Infantry Brigade
Combat Team who are also in the
area, including in Paramount and
Compton, according to the spokes-
person.

Marine Corps Commandant
General Eric Smith told the Senate
Armed Services Committee members

Border Patrol personnel deploy tear gas during a demonstration over the dozens detained in an operation by

federal immigration authorities a day earlier, in Paramount, Calif., Saturday, June 7, 2025. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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on Tuesday that the deployed troops
are trained in crowd control. They’re
equipped with “shields and batons,”
but “do not have arrest authority,” he
said, adding that they are there to
support law enforcement, not replace
it.

On Monday evening, Los Ange-
les police chief Jim McDonnell warned
of significant challenges to law en-
forcement if troops were deployed
without coordination with his depart-
ment, adding that that he hadn’t been
formally notified of the Marines ar-
rival in advance. The department
declined to comment on Tuesday.

The extraordinary deployment of
military forces comes after Los An-
geles saw a fourth night of clashes
between police and demonstrators
rallying in response to increasingly
aggressive raids by Immigration and
Customs Enforcement agents. On
Monday, largely peaceful daytime
protests morphed into scattered skir-
mishes with police shooting less-lethal
ammunition and some protesters
throwing bottles.

Over the previous few days, some
of the demonstrations — especially
at night — have been marked by vio-
lence, destruction of property, looting,
blocking of freeways and the burning
of vehicles, including self-driving
Waymo cars.

As of Monday, Los Angeles se-
curity personnel had arrested more
than 150 people since the weekend,
including on charges of failing to
disperse, assault with a deadly weap-
on, resisting arrest and vandalism.

So far, the National Guard troops
in the city have only been guarding
federal buildings and clashes have
involved the police and demonstrators.

Trump and California Governor
Gavin Newsom have repeatedly sparred
over the response to the protests, with
the state suing the administration for
mobilizing the National Guard and
Marines in the city. Newsom has ac-
cused the administration of sending
in troops without providing food or
water and saying more are being sent
in while hundreds sit in federal build-
ings without orders.

Read More: California Asks Court
to Halt Trump Deploying Military in
LA

The president said on Tuesday
that troops would remain in LA until
“there’s no danger” and indicated he
had spoken directly with Newsom this

week. “A day ago, called him up to
Please see /10
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Marines Arrive in LA as Tensions Grow
Over Immigration Raids

From Page 09

tell him, got to do a better job,” Trump
said. “He’s done a bad job, causing a
lot of death and a lot of potential
death.”

Newsom denied he spoke with
Trump. “There was no call. Not even
a voice mail,” the governor said in a
post on X.

Trump also said he would con-
sider invoking the Insurrection Act to
justify the use of the military in
California.

“I mean, I could tell you there
were certain areas of Los Angeles
— you could have called it an insur-
rection,” he said. “It was terrible. But
these are paid insurrectionists. These
are paid troublemakers.”

It was a comment the president
echoed while addressing troops at Fort
Bragg in North Carolina on Tuesday,
claiming protesters wearing armor
and face shields are being financed
by an unknown entity and that the
Department of Justice will investigate.
However, incidents have started to
spread beyond LA, with demonstra-
tions against ICE popping up in New
York City, San Francisco, Chicago
and Washington. In Santa Ana, south-
cast of Los Angeles in Orange
County, protesters faced off with law
enforcement after immigration raids
took place there.

Read More: Why Trump’s Use
of Military in California Is Fraught:
QuickTake

Police also clashed with protest-
ers in Dallas and Austin late Monday,
with tear gas deployed to disperse a
crowd near the Texas state Capitol
building.

The Trump administration has
argued the conditions in LA are spiral-
ing and that federal forces are needed
to support immigration agents and
restore order.

The active-duty Marines in LA

are setting up security posts and pa-
trolling federal property as well as
forming quick-reaction teams that can
reinforce sites within minutes, accord-
ing to the Northern Command. They’re
also backing up National Guard troops
in the event of large protests.

The California National Guard
soldiers are handling perimeter secu-
rity, entry points and patrols, and
supporting local agencies with medics,
engineers and communications teams.

Bass said at a press conference
on Tuesday that the Trump administra-
tion has given her and McDonnell,
the LAPD chief, little to no informa-
tion about the deployment. “We aren’t
being told pretty much anything,” she
said.

A unified command being led by
McDonnell includes the Sheriff’s
Department, California Highway
Patrol and other local authorities and
the city may impose a curfew if unrest
grows, said Bass.

Read More: Why Trump’s Use
of Military in US Is So Controversial:
QuickTake

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth,
testifying before Congress on Tuesday,
pushed back on criticism and said the
Trump administration is seeking to
protect immigration agents and keep
demonstrations from getting out of
control.

ICE “has the right to safely con-
duct operations in any state and any
jurisdiction in the country, especially
after 21 million illegals have crossed
our border under the previous admin-
istration,” Hegseth said.

Speaking alongside the defense
secretary, Acting Pentagon Comptrol-
ler Bryn MacDonnell said the deploy-
ment is estimated to cost $134 million,
which covers travel, housing and food.

US law generally bars the use of

Please see /20



KHMERPOST USA

ISSUE 372, JUNE 19, 2025

Page.11

snjjsnpisiy)anmu

o fuimdnang iy
#glnu eian msfunwmud
?gagmﬁﬁdﬁ?méhgwaﬁg
mmmﬁvﬁ%nméiﬁﬁﬁﬁ;rgmgm
e s i) nmuediasts Mg
i thwinny 8agitun enn:
fﬁm:rLﬂﬁmsgﬁﬁm%‘uﬁ:i]ﬁnmﬁ

Isipnonanw hsnnadyh
?Sﬁtﬁ:QMJSﬁQIMmﬁjmtguﬁ
IURSEANA
3¢ b isgrum g1 bobE
wmfvimdaing iy
H1§IHU BN MSIFEUUIgS
HEHE %mﬁ?gm@m th
iGndywisdinnigagjsigs
meagmigls thalgaiduinnn
gimsmiins Savgdmng 81
IR GAUIFUTU RS I At g
funogabams Ggauts

It HEIETA SR{UIgudsT
A B0 msSuntst F{pn
dﬁ?méhghjgﬁﬁgmmmﬁﬁﬁ%:
matadaadghywianmute
Tefwmimithd thwinny 81
pitin

muTg punnurreuciigaminn

Y

_ -t

Jnomy

YW YWaIBMAI{]AAMY [
Luong Cuong I81§ {inntmatis
PR B mséuﬂﬁjmﬁgmg;n
fgﬁmf'mﬁrﬁﬁimﬁrmgn"mmrmﬂ
HISHE M NG §lh?njLﬁ9Jﬁ
IFIMSIEMAN]ANwHLME™

HrnnigeygsAgRimrGASyh
IURSIANA B[N r‘f}'lméLmsm
{anm mw'u‘;sﬁgm‘}ﬁﬁgn
AafamaiTm A Guioan
AR N UR AW ¢ puinjirss
ﬁ@ﬁﬁm:ﬁnﬁﬁimmﬁﬁ}mﬂﬁ

niel¢Aidoc

Asia / Pacific

French President Emmanuel Macron
said on Monday that Paris would engage in
closer cooperation with Vietnam on defence,
satellites and railways, as he met his Vietnam-
ese counterpart in Hanoi on the first stop of
his Southeast Asia tour.

By: FRANCE 24 / FRANCE 24

French President Emmanuel Macron
arrived in Vietnam on Sunday for the first leg
of a Southeast Asia tour, where he is ex-
pected to continue pitching his country as a
reliable alternative partner to the United States
and China. Macron said that Paris would
engage in closer cooperation with Vietnam on

defence, satellites and railways.

During a press statement alongside his
Vietnamese counterpart Luong Cuong in
Hanoi, Macron said a rules-based order was
necessary at "a time of both great imbalance

and a return to power-driven rhetoric".

Macron’s first formal visit to Vietnam,
the first by a French president in nearly a
decade, follows US President Donald Trump’s
threats on Friday of 50 percent duties on EU
goods from June that sharply fuelled tension
with the 27-nation bloc.

Deals signed during Macron’s
visit covered the plane purchase, coop-
eration on nuclear energy, railways,
Airbus earth-observation satellites and
Sanofi vaccines, a list of documents
seen by Reuters showed, confirming an
earlier report.

In statements to the press with no
questions allowed, Macron reiterated
France’s support of freedom of naviga-
tion, an issue dear to Vietnam as it
often clashes with Beijing over con-
tested boundaries in the South China
Sea.

Defence partnership

Macron added the partnership with
Vietnam "entails a reinforced defence

100N i'-'fl[,ﬁh G]ﬁgﬁﬁ]ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmnﬁgﬁg Macron Pitches France as Reliable Trade

o o _ _a__ ¥ g% a and Defence Partner on Vietnam Visit
stimimitngigjgnogisig

uillm

cooperation", citing the signing of
multiple projects on defence and space.

Vietnam'’s President Luong Cuong
said the defence partnership involved
"sharing of information on strategic
matters" and stronger cooperation in
the defence industry, cybersecurity and
anti-terrorism.

France ruled the Southeast Asian
country for about 70 years until it was
forced out in 1954 after a major defeat
at Dien Bien Phu in northern Vietnam.
Ties have improved in recent decades,
being upgraded last year to Vietnam’s
highest level.

On his trip, the first leg of a South-
east Asian tour that includes Indonesia
and Singapore, Macron will visit a
university in Hanoi on Tuesday, before
flying to Jakarta, the Indonesian capital.

The deal with European plane-
maker Airbus for Vietnam’s low-cost
airline VietJet to buy 20 A330neo wide-
body aircraft follows last year’s agree-
ment for 20 of the jets.

The signing followed urging by
European officials in recent weeks for
Vietnam to be careful in concessions
made to the White House, two officials
based in Vietnam with knowledge of
the discussions had told Reuters, refer-
ring to concerns on Airbus.

Airbus is the main supplier of jets
to Vietnam, contributing 86 percent of
its fleet, data from aviation analytics
firm Cirium shows.

A separate agreement with Airbus
Defence was also signed during the
visit for cooperation with Vietnam on
earth-observations satellites.

(FRANCE 24 with Reuters and
AFP)
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Vietnamese, Cambodian, Lao PMs hold working
breakfast on sidelines of 46th ASEAN Summit

The leaders emphasised that preserving
and promoting the long-standing tradition of
solidarity and mutual support among the three
nations is more essential than ever, which
serves as a key factor in fostering closer co-
operation and a strong tripartite relationship.

Kuala Lumpur (VNA) — Vietnam-
ese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh
on May 26 had a working breakfast
with Cambodian PM Samdech Thipadei
Hun Manet and Lao PM Sonexay Siph-
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andone in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,
where they are attending the 46th
ASEAN Summit and Related Summits.

The leaders exchanged views on
joint cooperation areas as well as re-
gional and international issues of shared
concern. They noted that all three
countries are making efforts to overcome
security, political, and socio-economic
challenges arising from global and re-
gional developments.

The PMs said bilateral and trilat-
eral relations have seen substantial
qualitative progress in recent times,
adding the three governments have
promptly coordinated to implement
practical cooperation plans following
the meeting of the three Party chiefs
and other high-level engagements.

They held that that various bilat-

eral and trilateral cooperation mechanisms
have proven effective, making tangible
contributions to consolidating and
strengthening their collaboration.

The three PMs affirmed that mu-
tual trust and strategic sharing form the
cornerstone of long-term, sustainable
cooperation across various fields, with
an emphasis placed on trilateral con-
nectivity in such key sectors as econo-
my, trade, finance, education, culture,
and people-to-people exchanges.

The three sides agreed to step up
cooperation in developing border areas,
focusing on linking the infrastructure
of transport, energy, trade, digital trans-
formation, and human resources. They
said it is necessary to optimise the ef-
ficiency of land border gates to facilitate
cross-border trade and support socio-
economic growth in border provinces.

The leaders also concurred to col-
laborate to explore the establishment
of cross-border economic zones and to
review and revise existing agreements
for a more enabling legal framework
in order to raise Vietnam’s bilateral
trade turnover with Laos to 5 billion
USD, and with Cambodia to 20 billion
USD.

They pledged to promote the “three
countries, one destination” tourism
initiative, and to work with Thailand in
implementing regional transport con-
nectivity projects involving all four
countries.

The three PMs said that the secu-
rity of one country is in the interest of
the others. They reiterated their com-
mitment to safeguarding political stabil-
ity, public security, and social safety
within each nation, as well as to main-
taining order along shared borders. Ef-
forts will also be strengthened to
combat cross-border crime and illegal
entry, while preserving borders of peace,
friendship, stability, and development.

They expressed confidence that

Please see /27
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Victory for Press Freedom and Workers: Court
Grants Prehmmagllnjunctlon to Protect the

U.S. Agency for
DEMOCRACY

FORWARD 2

Washington, DC —Today (April 22),
the U.S. District Court for the District of
Columbia granted a preliminary injunction in
Widakuswara v. Lake, affirming the U.S.
Agency for Global Media (USAGM) was
unlawfully shuttered by the administration,
Acting Director Victor Morales and Special
Adviser Kari Lake. The decision enshrines
that USAGM must fulfill its legally required

functions and protects the editorial indepen-

555656

dence of Voice of Amer-
ica (VOA) journalists and
other federal media pro-
fessionals within the
agency and newsrooms
that receive grants from
the agency, such as Radio
Free Asia and others.
Journalists, federal
workers, and unions
celebrate this important
step in defending this
critical agency, First
Amendment rights, resist-
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ing unlawful political
interference in public broadcasting, and ensur-
ing USAGM workers can continue to fulfill
their congressionally mandated function.

“Today’s ruling is a victory for the rule
of law, for press freedom and journalistic
integrity, and for democracy worldwide,” said
AFGE National President Everett Kelley. “The
Trump administration’s illegal attempt to
shutter Voice of America and other outlets
under the U.S. Agency for Global Media was
a transparent effort to silence the voices of
patriotic journalists and professionals who
have dedicated their careers to spreading the
truth and fighting propaganda from lawless
authoritarian regimes. This preliminary injunc-
tion will allow these employees to get back
to work as we continue the fight to preserve
their jobs and critical mission.”

“Today’s ruling is a major win for AF-
SCME members and Voice of America work-
ers who have dedicated their careers to report-

obal Media

ing the truth and spreading freedom to millions
across the world. The judge’s message is clear
— this administration has no right to unilater-
ally dismantle essential agencies simply because
they do not agree with their purpose,” said
AFSCME President Lee Saunders. “We cel-
ebrate this decision and will continue to work
with our partners to ensure that the Voice of
America is restored.”

“Journalists hold power to account and
that includes the Trump administration,” said
NewsGuild-CWA President Jon Schleuss.
“This injunction orders the administration to
reverse course and restore the Congressional-
ly-mandated news broadcasts of Radio Free
Asia, Voice of America and other newsrooms
broadcasting to people who hope for freedom
in countries where that is denied.”

“We are gratified by today’s ruling. This
is another step in the process to restore VOA
to full operation.” said Government Account-
ability Project Senior Counsel David Seide.

“Today’s ruling marks a significant
victory for press freedom and for the dedi-
cated women and men who bring it to life—
our clients, the journalists, executives, and
staff of Voice of America,” said Andrew G.
Celli, Jr., Founding Partner at Emery Celli
Brinckerhoff Abady Ward & Maazel LLP and
counsel for the plaintiffs. “VOA is more than
just an iconic brand with deep roots in
American and global history; it is a vital, liv-
ing force that provides truth and hope to those
living under oppressive regimes. We are thrilled
that its voice—a voice for the voiceless—will
once again be heard loud and clear around the
world.”

“This decision is a powerful affirmation
of the rule of law and the vital role that inde-
pendent journalism plays in our democracy.
The court’s action protects independent jour-
nalism and federal media professionals at
Voice of America as we continue this case,
and reaffirms that no administration can silence
the truth without accountability,” said Skye
Perryman, President and CEO of Democracy
Forward, co-counsel for the plaintiffs. “We
are proud to be with workers, unions and

journalists in resisting political interference

Please see /25
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76th Anniversary of the Loss of
Kampuchea Krom to Vietnam

From Page 04

continue to lose continuously.

"Today, we meet not to celebrate,
but to remember and hold our hands
tighter. 76 years is enough.

"I thank you, Khmer Krom As-
sociation of New England, for allow-
ing me to attend this event. We con-
tinue our demands to not lose our
Cambodian land any further. We must
join forces. We cannot put Khmer
Krom aside and only worry about
North Cambodian (Khmer Surin) or
Central Cambodian, because if we do
that, we lose each other. Today, we
joined together to show that our Khmer

- "‘!".'.;:\-T-_.-

A gji T
souls will always stay with us. We did
not lose Cambodia, and we never lost
our souls as Kampuchea Krom. This
fight is recognized by the interna-
tional stage. And I want to thank and

praise the Khmer Krom Federation,
and all Khmer Krom Associations,
for fighting for this issue at the
United Nations. It is so very important.
It shows that Khmer Krom buddhist
monks, heroic women, and youths
have always showed their identity. |
am so proud and I feel that while we
shed tears together, we never stay still.
We march forward, always. And today
showed that," said Madam Sochua.

She reminded the audience of
Thach Setha, a prominent Khmer
Krom who served as Senator in the
Sam Rainsy party in the early 2000s;
now in Preysor Prison. He recently
sent a message for us to not worry
about him. He declared that he would
stay in prison until the end of his life
if he had to, but told us not to give
up and instead continue the fight, in
hopes that he would one day witness
the victory of a free national soul.

“We filed a bill to make sure
Cambodia has free election and de-
mocracy at the Massachusetts House
of Representatives.

Rodney Elliott, Massachusetts
State Representative of District 17
and representing part of Lowell and
Chelmsford, was also present. He
formerly served as Lowell City Coun-

to visit Cambodia in 2016, and since
then has gone thrice on his own as a
private citizen. Representative Elliott

Please see /17
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76th Anniversary of the Loss of
Kampuchea Krom to Vietnam

From Page 16

stated, “We filed a bill to make sure
Cambodia has free election and de-
mocracy at the Massachusetts House
of Representatives. We filed this bill
so that something like this will never
happen again; so no one would lose
their identity, their culture, and their
land, and we want to make it clear to
people in Massachusetts. That's why
I join with you here today--to let the
next generation know that this can
never happen again."

His Excellency Ho Van, a senior
parliament member, shed light on the
struggle of the Khmer Krom people
to have a temple of their own in

e

trusted the most, ones who dined and
drank with us that betrayed us."

“In light of remembering the loss
of Kampuchea Krom, which was
seceded to Vietnam, we mourn the
enormous loss of Khmer as a whole.
Together with 1t, we also lost our
1dentity;, our national religion and
culture.

"While our land still exists, we
lost the rights to rule--lost rights as
Khmer nationals. Today is a painful
day for Kampuchea Krom, but this
sadness and regret is for all Cambo-
dians,” said Venerable Sanbanditho
Tran Vathana.

—-——

B I pogis)ausminemniigmaymusaignimy

Cambodia. In the time he served as
chairman of the Commission of In-
vestigation and Anti-corruption, he
helped Khmer Krom claim ownership
of'a piece of land and build their own
temple. It became the only one in
Cambodia and still stands today as
Wat Preput Rainsy in Phnom Penh.
His Excellency Long Ry said that
he worked with many Khmer Krom
while serving as member of parliament
in Cambodia, and he had the utmost
respect for the Khmer Krom, who
were always willing to sacrifice their
lives for the country. Ultimately, he
lamented the ease at which trust was
lost between Cambodians - that "[Hun
Sen’s people] are very good at divid-
ing us; it was the ones who we

He said that the monk role is
important in uniting Khmer Krom and
preserving our identity by continuing
to build Buddhist temples. To build
Khmer Buddhist temples is one of the
few rights we have as Khmer Krom.
But under the Vietnamese rule, they
continue to divide and disorganize
our community over and over. Every
10 years or so, they would split the
towns and cities and dislocate all the
existing support systems, to disincen-
tivize the gathering of Khmer Krom
at temples.

"V‘etnmaselzaveapo]tcy‘Nguoz
di trouc, nha nuoc theo sao - meaning
‘the people go firs?, then the govern-
ment follows after’

Please see /18
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76th Anniversary of the Loss of
Kampuchea Krom to Vietnam

From Page 17

They sent people to live on our
land first, but they teach their children
to take roots in it, who are slowly
followed by the government. Khmer
Krom and Khmer Central (mainland
Cambodians) are honest people because
our country is vast. We have a rich
culture and display high morality
toward other neighboring nationals,
but they are not the same," he said.

“In 1945, when Ho Chi Minh
declared independence in Ha Noi, the
South Vietnamese also rose up and
fought against the French. The move-
ment was called 'Nam Bo Khang
Chien': when they killed thousands
of Khmer Krom in Ca Mao (Tha
Kmao) by burning them alive, after

INf #1187
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lying that they were summoned to a
meeting,” said Mr. Thach Manrinh, a
veteran of the Khmer Krom Federa-
tion. "If Khmer Krom are truly a part
of Vietnamese citizenship, a part of
Vietnam--why does no Vietnamese
history ever talk about this?”, he asked.

“Hitler faced the international
court for killing Jews, but the Viet-
namese burning Khmer Krom alive
occurred in deadly silence.

Instead of transparency, the Viet-
namese twisted the facts of this story,
creating a sick comedy through theater.
They invented the slang phrase "Kap
Youn", and via a famous Cai Luong
singer they called Khmer Krom in

Kleang as ‘tho gi’. As said in Soc
Trang, ‘tho gi kap youn giu lam', or
‘Khmer Krom savages chopped Viet-
namese’, even stating the year it hap-
pened as though it were actual his-
tory. From theater to culture to politics,
they hid everything and looked down
upon us," he said.

Mr. Manrinh continued to elabo-
rate on the history behind Khmer
Krom. At the time France was nego-
tiating with Bao Dai, Khmer Krom
did not have an organization to rep-
resent them. Both Ho Chi Minh and
Bao Dai wanted Cochin. Conse-
quently, on June 4th, 1949, France
transferred Cochin to Bao Dai in name
only—France still held full adminis-
trative and protective rights. Therefore,
Ho Chi Minh continued to fight until
1954, until France lost the war at
"Dien Bien Phu". Mr. Manrinh said
that “we must learn from our mistakes
and prepare ourselves.”

“The question is: Are our efforts,
by the KKF and all other Khmer Krom
associations, successful? We have
many hopes. As of now, all the
dominating countries--Russia, China
and the U.S.—are volleying insults
and breaking laws left and right. This
is a sign of imminent danger; that it
won’t be long before a massive war
arrives. So we ask, as a small country,
can we protect ourselves?”

"Vietnam s political climate will
change again, and every Khmer Krom
will be ready;”

According to Mr. Manrinh, Viet-
nam is facing big internal political
conflicts, and change is coming. The
current President, To Lam, is in dan-
ger of losing his seat. It is likely that
the next step will be the removal of
Article 4 in their constitution, which
will allow an opposition party to be
established. “When that is the case,
Khmer Krom around the world must
be ready,” Mr. Manrinch said. “We
must not wait until the change has
already happened and try to tack on
demands afterwards--it would be too
late.”
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Police detain a man during a protest in Paramount, Calif., Saturday, June 7, 2025,

Marines Arrive in LA as Tensions Grow
Over Immigration Raids

From Page 10

the active-duty US military — the
Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines
— from carrying out domestic law
enforcement. The deployment of the
Marines adds to Trump’s order over
the weekend that directed the US
Northern Command to assume control
of the National Guard and dispatch
them to LA.

California and Newsom on Tues-
day asked a federal judge in San
Francisco to temporarily limit the
mobilization in a way that would still
let the troops physically protect fed-

after federal immigration authorities conducted operations. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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eral courthouses, offices and person-
nel, but bar them from helping in
federal law enforcement like immigra-
tion raids. In its request for an emer-
gency order by early afternoon, at-
torneys for the state argued that the
military deployment “creates imminent
harm to state sovereignty” and “es
calates tensions.”

After Trump and Hegseth asked
for time to respond to the state’s re-
quest, the judge set deadlines for each
side to file written arguments and
scheduled a hearing for Thursday
afternoon.

In a22-page lawsuit filed Monday,
California and Newsom accused the

president of “another unprecedented
power grab” and asked for the Na-
tional Guard troops to be transferred
from Defense Department control
“back to the rightful command” of
the state.

US District Judge Charles Brey-
er, who was appointed by Bill Clinton
and is the brother of retired Supreme
Court Justice Stephen Breyer, will
oversee the case.

A day earlier, Trump suggested
that Newsom — a Democrat widely
seen as a potential presidential con-
tender in 2028 — could be arrested
if he interferes with the federal im-
migration raids or response to the
unrest.

Tensions remain high in the city
as the immigration raids that set off
the protests aren’t letting up. Repre-
sentative Jimmy Gomez, a Democrat
whose district covers downtown Los
Angeles, said ICE enforcement actions
are expected to continue seven days
a week for at least 30 days. Mayor
Karen Bass has said there were at
least five raids on Monday.

Newsom, speaking on the Pod
Save America podcast released Tues-
day, suggested the administration may
intend to use the National Guard to
support a broader immigration crack-
down. “We’re getting word that he’s
looking to operationalize that relation-
ship and advance significantly larger-
scale ICE operations in partnership
and collaboration with the National
Guard,” Newsom said.

Protests have been limited to a
few parts of a city that spreads over
several hundred square miles and is
connected by a web of freeways. There
have been no signs of unrest in areas
such as Century City, Hollywood Hills
and Santa Monica that are miles away
from downtown, with businesses and
residents largely unaffected.
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Full Lineup Announced for 2025

From Page 03

includes musicians from islands across
the West Indies and native Bostonians
of Caribbean descent. Dynasty Pro-
ductions will lead the Opening Night
street parade to kick off the 2025
Lowell Folk Festival on Friday, July
25.

Celebrating their 75th anniver-
sary this year, the Bullock Brothers
have been performing soul-stirring
gospel music throughout New England
since 1950. Seventy-five years later
they remain a family ensemble of
fathers and sons, performing in the
style of “jubilee” gospel choirs that
emerged in the 1870s at African

Lowell Folk Festival on Frlday, July 25 - 27
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American colleges like Fisk Univer-
sity. “We've been on a gospel music
jou rney for 75 years and it's not over
yet!” George Bullock Jr. proclaims.
For nearly 40 years, the Angkor
Dance Troupe has stewarded tradi-
tional Cambodian dance and music
in Lowell, Massachusetts. Founder
Tim Chan Thou and fellow founding
members learned classical Cambo-
dian dance in refugee camps along
the Thai-Cambodian border. They
brought with them to Lowell a strong
desire to practice and perform Cam-
bodian dance and a passion to teach
others. The Angkor Dance Troupe is
now a nationally recognized institution
that has trained over 7,000 students
and performed worldwide. They will

Lowell Folk Festival

be accompanied by an all-star en-
semble of Cambodian musicians from
Massachusetts and Maryland.

Grammy nominated Vasilis Kostas,
represents the next generation brought
up in the musical traditions of Epirus,
a region in northwest Greece known
for music with strong melodic lines,
mournful lyrics, and slow rhythms.
Born and raised in Ioannina, Greece,
Vasilis grew up listening to his grand-
father sing each night. He took up the
guitar to accompany his grandfather,
later performing at weddings and lo-
cal events. A move to the United States
to study jazz guitar at Berklee College
of Music unexpectedly brought him
back to his roots: playing the laouto
(along-necked, fretted lute with four
paired strings) for a presentation of
Greek music in Spain. Vasilis will be
joined by talented rising musicians at
the festival.

Hailing from Whitetop Mountain,
a small Appalachian community nestled
in the rugged Blue Ridge Mountains,
Martha Spencer & the Wonderland
Country Band is a living testimony
to the vitality and deep roots of tra-
ditional music in Southwest Virginia.
A gifted multi-instrumentalist, singer,
and dancer, Martha is recognized as
one of Virginia’s most cherished tra-
ditional artists. Together with her
bandmates in the Wonderland Coun-
try Band, she is helping to preserve
and carry forward the unique musical
traditions of Grayson County, Vir-
ginia.

A renowned storyteller and dy-
namic performer, Gene Tagaban uses
interactive stories, music, and dance
as tools to entertain, inspire, and heal.
Tagaban, whose Tlingit name is Guuy
Yaau, is a member of the Tak’deintaan
Raven Freshwater Sockeye Clan of

Hoonah, Alaska, and the child of the
Please see /23



KHMERPOST USA

ISSUE 372, JUNE 19, 2025

Page.23

muyusiiayanjLowell...

§ SReumndaanulangnig)a
meisimiynanigusinn i
nsiA)eugsmuiAfasayoh-in g
prmmssiigiA§pnefin an
Sanaimoumas aadtan
iniigrSamnsbysiuii]syndle
INRUIS S {AEIGIHYIth ANTS
9§mﬁgm"jgwﬁmﬁ fHrums
Uﬂﬁpzﬁnr{‘nﬂjﬁ?ﬁj‘_ﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁj‘jmh
nooo s Shmsaulyiigigin
Aantana< grmmsSn{pims
HYT AN [Ij[jr‘ilﬁﬁlgﬁi‘:fgiﬁﬁ
fig Bhennggreus 8 hitgjs

Vaslis Kostas 118 ¢ g FUMSHNS
Grammy SAMAGjE§AHNS
igmw mssisngipinnna(f
iU Epirus thiusywisima
M S S AGI RN RINM
ronUa{§idumsigggh
¢gnip)aimenn Sasipfitda
94 1A ShGmais! loannina
I suifin Vasilis i firgn
ANUEMIT AT A LS| N TG
mamswrymiFhywim
iurime uUuAMSlygh
Afiupums Sanglissipn
(R MR AT EiA
IS AP MBINA jazz 18]
HUNIE nj’tﬁﬁ[’é Berklee College
of Music MATSTAUH jUIF
myRUANIIURMAIENWERANS
g8iinis MitrU8UAIAN laouto
(il shinthywigjysy) vinm
An{§iinisigre soteagjim
FANA{RT Vasilis S GrujsHtTints
AR siemmasnifisigh
ARYANJIS:

>
©
©
L
QO
(9]
=.
[\V]
=]
«
<
@
=
-t
C
=
Dal’
hat}
4

=0

i34 Blue Ridge Martha Spencer

—

he Wonderland Country Band
sufimnissiiinismniind 81
anripisa[§winahisima
1§ Virginia 1 §AIURIGH HA
50 Bagnddmsignimesnyg
H1ff Martha (FIN1SIAE § AN
shehedng it nendgigjpue o
UNRIVATIEY Virginia 1 Juthitis
gggupuivsIRIsigay
Wonderland Country Band 111710131
guiginp Shugwinaha(§
fEAIFITU RS Grayson County {ij
Virginia 1
gafesiadnjrupm &1
tgnasiaidinsiin Gene Taga-
ban nrlhhissiny a18 Sami

(3

T Iy Dh @
=

Amauainnidgirypg Grrudla
S0 1TRUT Tagaban SIS AN ¢
Tlingit & Guuy Yaau Atheutndn
?SLﬁH Tak'deintaan Raven Fresh-
water Sockeye Clan IS Hoonah,
Alaska 811th fj 81U 0 Wooshkeeta-
an Eagle Shark Clan I8 Juneau,
Alaska“l MESIESAyf{ATTW 81
(PFUSHINS TG rUjs N aInY
mywiamivii]sasmidy
madsidruitharimiigg
Gran:fngsinmsinagis

0 Vv al

frglgniGbic

-

Lowell Folk Festival on Friday, July 25 - 27
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From Page 22

Wooshkeetaan Eagle Shark Clan of
Juneau, Alaska. He brings people of
all ages and backgrounds into active
participation with timeless Indigenous
teachings centered on deepening self-
knowledge, strengthening interper-
sonal connections, and developing
compassion and respect for the natu-
ral world.

With propulsive percussion, dy-
namic brass lines, and emphatic,
emotional vocals, Edwin Perez y Su
Orquesta is a high-octane salsa en-
semble, leading the renaissance of
salsa dura, a New York style that
flourished in the 1970s and 1980s and
inspires audiences to find both joy
and meaning on the dance floor.
Bandleader Edwin Perez is committed

to reviving the sounds and spirit of
salsa dura—music that does not shy
away from mixing social commentary
with driving dance beats.

Oghlan Bakhshi was raised in a
family of musicians in northern Iran
and has made it his goal to bring the
little-heard music of the Turkmen to
the world. This music has a spiritual
dimension that rises from the no-
madic history of the Turkmen, with
guttural singing of the bardic songs
bringing the sounds of nature to the
stage, while the strumming of the
dutar reflects horse hooves crossing
the steppe. Performing with guest

Lineup Announced for 2025
Lowell Folk Festival

artist, dutar player and bard Zyyada
Jumayeva, he honors the centuries-old
traditions while bringing a new ap-
proach to the music. Together, these
two master musicians are introducing
the world to the dynamic music of the
Turkmen.

Fado emerged from the cafés in
the tight streets and working-class
neighborhoods of Lisbon, but there’s
a calm, solemn tone that emerges from
the music. Not far from Lisbon in
Pago de Arcos, Ricardo Parreira grew
up steeped in the fado tradition, learn-
ing guitarra Portuguesa from his father,
renowned musician and scholar Antonio
Parreira. Ricardo Parreira has toured
internationally with fadistas and brings
his deep knowledge to an ensemble

§ |

of Portuguese Americans singers and
musicians, performing alongside
Lowell’s own Alison Dasilva, and
Pedro Botas and Viriato Ferreira. This
performance is brought to you by the
Saab Family Foundation.

Bamba Wassoulou Groove com-
bines two of Mali’s most celebrated
musical styles—the traditional songs
of the Wassoulou region and modern,
electrified Malian guitar music—into
a potent new sound. The group was
founded in 2013 by percussionist and
bandleader Bamba Dembél¢ in Ba-
mako, Mali’s capital city. But the

sextet’s origins reach further back in
Please see /24
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Full Lineup An-
nounced for 2025
Lowell Folk Festival

From Page 23

Dembélé’s musical journey, who
performed with two of Mali’s iconic
groups, the Super Djata Band and
Super Rail Band. Rooted in the
original sounds and visions of these
two bands, Bamba Wassoulou Groove
continues to bring these joyous and
unrelenting rhythms to the dance floor.

With their vast repertoire of
polka classics, infectious enthusiasm
for their Polish heritage, and distinc-
tive twin fiddles—an instrumentation
once common in Poland’s mountain-
ous regions—Pan Franek, Zosia &
the Polka Towners are beloved by fans
of traditional polka music nationwide.
The group has always been an ever-
expanding family band, now with
three generations represented on the
stage.

Other performers previously an-
nounced for the 2025 Lowell Folk
Festival include Cajun legend Beau-
Soleil, Irish favorites Solas, blues
rockers Lil’ Ed & the Blues Imperials,
Bhangra sensation Red Baraat, fla-
menco dancer and singer LOS RICOS
featuring Sonia & Ismael, Colombian
cumbia accordionist Yeison Landero,
Québécois and Celtic trio Cécilia, and
bluegrass group Crooked Road Re-
vival. The Lowell Folk Festival is
produced by the Lowell Festival
Foundation, City of Lowell, Greater
Lowell Chamber of Commerce,
Greater Lowell Community Founda-
tion, Greater Merrimack Valley Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau, Lowell
National Historical Park, and Na-
tional Council for the Traditional Arts.

For information about the 2025
Lowell Folk Festival, including how
to sponsor or be an exhibitor, musical
artists and schedules, and other pro-
gramming, visit lowellfolkfestival.org
to stay posted on all updates for the
2025 Lowell Folk Festival.
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Victory for Press Freedom and Workers:
Court Grants Preliminary Inljunctlon to

Protect the U.S. Agency for G

From Page 13

against independent journalism and will con-
tinue to fight for transparency and our demo-
cratic values.”

“Today’s decision is another necessary
step in restoring the rule of law and correcting
the injustices faced by the workers, reporters,
and listeners of Voice of America and US
Agency for Global Media,” said Amb. Norm
Eisen (ret.), co-founder and executive chair
of the State Democracy Defenders Fund. “By
granting this preliminary injunction, the court
has reaffirmed the legal protections afforded
to these civil servants and halted an attempt
to undermine a free and independent press.
We are proud to represent this resilient coali-
tion and support the cause of a free and fair
press.”

“This decision is a powerful affirmation
of the role that independent journalism plays
in advancing democracy and countering dis-
information. From Voice of America to Radio
Free Asia and across the U.S. Agency for

obal Media

Global Media, these networks are essential
tools of American soft power—trusted
sources of truth in places where it is often
scarce,” said Tom Yazdgerdi, president of the
American Foreign Service Association. “By
upholding editorial independence, the court
has protected the credibility of USAGM
journalists and the global mission they serve.”

“We’re very pleased that Judge Lamberth
has recognized that the Trump administration
acted improperly in shuttering Voice of
America,” said Clayton Weimers, Executive
Director of RSF USA. “The USAGM must
act immediately to implement this ruling and
put over 1,300 VOA employees back to work
to deliver reliable information to their audience
of millions around the world.”

While only the beginning of what may
be a long, hard-fought battle, the court’s deci-
sion to grant a preliminary injunction marks
a critical victory—not just for VOA journalists,

but also for federal workers and the unions
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Observers Urge Cambodian Leaders to Ratify
the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UN-

CLOS) to Reclaim Sea and Island Territories

By Ly Bunsun

Decades of maritime violations have
prompted calls for Cambodia to ratify the
UNCLOS to protect its maritime terri-
tory and reclaim islands including Koh
Tral and Koh Kut, which have been seized
by neighboring countries. An experienced
border expert from the CNRP, Mr. Um
Sam An, posted on social media that Mr.
Horinouchi recently spoke directly about

Cambodia's maritime territorial issues
with neighboring countries. Mr. Horinou-
chi said Cambodia should ratify the
United Nations Convention on the Law

of the Sea (UNCLOS) 1982 to resolve
the maritime and island issues of Cam-
bodia, which is currently in disputes with
Thailand and Vietnam.

He said he has been seeing a maritime
dispute between Cambodia and Thailand,
especially Koh Kut, etc., Horinouchi's
remarks were made at a ceremony at the
Le Royal Hotel in Phnom Penh on March
18, 2025. He stated that Mr. Horinouchi
is a judge of the International Tribunal
for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS), who is
the representative of the Japanese Em-
bassy in Cambodia.

Um Sam An, said that if the Cam-
bodian National Assembly gives the
authority to approve the UNCLOSE, sign
a treaty on this law, and then Cambodia
will sue Thailand and Vietnam to the
International Court of Justice, then Cam-
bodia will win at least half of the islands
from Thailand and overlapping maritime
territory of 2,600 square kilometers from
Thailand and winning Koh Tral and the
Krak Ses archipelagos, maritime terri-
tory of 30,000 square kilometers, and
maritime territory of 10,000 square kilo-
meters from Vietnam.

This issue, he urged Hun Sen to
ratify the UN Convention on the Law of
the Sea (UNCLOS) to protect maritime
territories and islands and to sue Thailand
at the International Court of Justice over
the case of Koh Kut and the overlapping
maritime territories of more than 20,000
square kilometers.

He added that UNCLOS is an inter-
national agreement that establishes a legal
framework for all activities involving
maritime and island disputes, and that
ratifying the convention gives Cambodia
a clear legal basis to claim Koh Kut and
the maritime domain is in dispute with

Please see /28
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Vietnamese, Cambodian, Lao PMs hold working
breakfast on sidelines of 46th ASEAN Summit

From Page12

meetings among the three countries’
defence, home affairs/public security,
and foreign ministers will help translate
high-level agreements and directives
into concrete action.

The leaders emphasised that pre-
serving and promoting the long-stand-
ing tradition of solidarity and mutual
support among the three nations is more
essential than ever, which serves as a
key factor in fostering closer coopera-
tion and a strong tripartite relationship.

They agreed to continue maintain-
ing regular exchanges, visits, and meet-
ings via various channels and at all
levels. They underscored the need to
innovate communications methods to
better showcase the achievements of
trilateral cooperation and highlight the
enduring historical value of their friend-
ship, particularly the sacrifices made
by each country for one another. They
also called for greater links among
young leaders, parliamentarians, youths,
and the people of all three countries.

Building on this foundation, the
three PMs agreed to drastically instruct
relevant ministries, sectors, and locali-
ties to effectively implement existing
agreements and cooperation programmes,
both bilaterally and trilaterally. They
also committed to exploring new, ef-
ficient cooperation mechanisms that can
strengthen connectivity and deliver
tangible results.

They concurred to enhance col-
laboration in education, training, tour-

ism, culture, science and technology.
Vietnam affirmed its readiness to increase
the number of high-quality scholarships
for students from Laos and Cambodia.

The three PMs also agreed to
continue consulting one another on
regional and international issues of
mutual concern, including the East Sea
issue and the situation in Myanmar, as
well as matters related to the bilateral
and trilateral relations. They also pledged
to coordinate closely in preparing for
major national events in each country
in the near future.

On this occasion, PM Chinh ex-
pressed gratitude and hoped that the
governments of Laos and Cambodia
will continue to support and create
favourable conditions for the Vietnam-
ese-origin communities living in the
two countries, enabling them to settle
stably, integrate into local societies, and
contribute positively to the development
of Laos and Cambodia, as well as to
the trilateral relationship.

The Vietnamese leader delivered
personal letters from General Secretary
of the Communist Party of Vietnam To
Lam to General Secretary of the Lao
People’s Revolutionary Party (LPRP)
and President of Laos Thongloun Si-
soulith, and President of the Cambo-
dian People’s Party and President of
the Cambodian Senate Hun Sen, invit-
ing them to attend celebrations celebrat-
ing Vietnam’s 80th National Day./.
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Observers Urge Cambodian Leaders to Ratify
the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UN-
CLOS) to Reclaim Sea and Island Territories

From Page 26

Thailand and demands Koh Tral, the Krak
Ses archipelagos, and 30,000 square ki-
lometers of maritime domain from Viet-
nam. "The 1982 the UN Convention on
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) ,
can sue Thailand and Vietnam to the

SO W€

International Court of Justice and we can
reclaim at least half of Koh Kut and the
26,000 square kilometers of overlapping
area with Thailand, and we can also re-
claim Koh Tral, reclaim Koh Krak Ses,
and the 30,000 square kilometers of our
maritime territory that Vietnam controls.
And it can also claim another 10,000
square kilometers of historical waters
jointly controlled with Vietnam if the
government ratifies the 1982 Law of the
Sea, UNCLOS.

President of the Royal Academy of
Cambodia, Dr. Sok Touch, acknowledged
that the law of the sea is indeed the basis
for protecting the oceans, but that the
current problems Cambodia can overcome.
"That's the law, but nevertheless, we have
to strengthen our capabilities so that they
won't dare to touch us, and we can also
withstand this situation. This is my think-
ing."

Um Sam An said Cambodian leaders
should be ashamed. Former Japanese
Ambassador to Cambodia, Mr. Horinou-
chi, has presented important clues and
evidence to protect and reclaim Cambo-
dian territory. He said that if the Hun
family leaders still do not wake up and
still do not consider the integrity of the
territory, that really reflects more clearly
that the leaders of the Hun family are
really betraying the will of the people,
destroying the land, and serving foreign
ambitions. "It reflects that the Hun clan,
both father and son, have no intention of
protecting our maritime territory, our
islands, under the invasion of Thailand
and Vietnam, that means he wants to cede
Koh Kut to Thailand so that Thailand can
help protect its power, wants to cede our

overlapping maritime territory of more
than 26,000 square kilometers to Thailand.
Another thing is that he agrees to cede
Koh Tral, Koh Krak Ses, etc. "The his-
torical waters belong to Vietnam because
Hun Sen gave Koh Tral to Vietnam in
1982. So what is his intention to reclaim?"

Hun Sen has previously denied ac-
cusations that under his leadership, he
has not lost territory to neighboring
countries. "We cannot accept any accusa-
tions with what we have done for our
national interests." It's going to be an
Indochinese federation. It's going to be
something like the Indochinese Triangle.
Some people call it the Golden Triangle.
It's too crazy. If you're crazy, just go for
it. Don't make people crazy.

Cambodian observer Men Nat says
that the 1982 the UN Convention on the
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) plays an
important role in helping countries around
the world that are currently in maritime
disputes and meetings with neighboring
countries. He said that in cases of maritime
disputes between Vietnam and China,
such as Lippincott and China, the 1982
UNCLOS is often used to resolve them
and to prevent wars from happening. He
believes that it is imperative for the
Cambodian National Assembly and Cam-
bodian leaders to ratify the 1982 Conven-
tion on the Law of the Sea to protect
Cambodia's maritime territory or archi-
pelago. "Cambodia needs to ratify the law
of the sea, including relevant interna-
tional laws to protect Cambodia's territo-
rial integrity. The first thing the government
must do is to remember that if the govern-
ment has a nationalistic view of the ter-
ritory, but refuses to grant legitimacy,
"they are still ignoring the people and just
talking nonsense. No matter how much
they lie, the next leaders, from Hun Sen
to Hun Manet, will condemn the old
government as a government of traitors.
They really need to think about it."

Please see /29
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Observers Urge Cambodian Leaders to Ratif
the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (U N-
CLOS) to Reclaim Sea and Island Territories

From Page 28

The Hun family government, which
has been in power for decades, has been
criticized for causing the loss of much
territory to Vietnam, both mainland and
archipelago, including the Koh Tral, as
well as threatening the constitutional
monarchy. If the King dares to oppose
Vietnam's territorial ambitions by making
a clearly erroneous border treaty in 2005.
However, according to Article 52 of the
Constitution, the Royal Government of
Cambodia is determined to preserve and
protect the independence, sovereignty,
and territorial integrity of Cambodia and
implement a national unification policy
for national unity. Specifically, according
to Article 450 of the Penal Code, anyone
who causes the loss of all or part of the
territory is considered an act of treason
and is subject to life imprisonment.

Jacques Perlet, French Ambassador
to Cambodia, has called on Cambodia to
ratify the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) to facili-
tate the resolution of maritime border and
islands issues with Vietnam and Thailand,
especially Koh Kut. He said on May 5th
at the French Embassy that he had not
yet received detailed information about
the border issue between Cambodia and
neighboring countries.

An International Judge Horinouchi
also told Cambodia to ratify the 1982
United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea (UNCLOS) to gain maritime
benefits and resolve Cambodia's disputed
maritime and island territories with Thai-
land and Vietnam. His proposal, given
that there is a dispute over the overlapping
maritime boundary between Cambodia
and Thailand, especially Koh Kut, was
made by Judge Horinouchi Hidehisa, a
judge of the International Tribunal for the
Law of the Sea (ITLOS) and a former
Japanese ambassador to Cambodia.

Although Cambodia signed the
United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea (UNCLOS) in 1983, it is not
yet complete and requires further ratifica-
tion of the UNCLOS to be complete.

The French President once said that
he was ready to help Cambodia resolve
its border issues if requested by Cambo-
dia, and international judge Horinouchi
also told Cambodia to ratify the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea (UNCLOS).

And now, Jacques Perret, the French
ambassador to Cambodia, has asked
Cambodia to ratify the UNCLOS.

Does Cambodia want to protect its
maritime and island territories or not?

Please note that France was the one
who drew the map and defined the borders
of Cambodia, neighboring country, during
the French colonial era.

Um Sam An stated on his Facebook
page that it is suspected that Hun Sen,
who has led the country for more than 40
years, has refused to ratify the UNCLOS
because the UNCLOS will affect the 1982
Treaty on the Historical Water Zone,
signed by Hun Sen during the Vietnamese
rule of Cambodia, and the application of
the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) will affect
the Cambodian islands of Tral and Krak
Ses, which Vietnam is occupying, espe-
cially if Cambodia sues Vietnam in an
international court using the Law of the
Sea (UNCLOS). He added that, however,
we request that Mr. Hun Manet ratify the
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) to protect
maritime and island territories and sue
Thailand to the International Court of
Justice over the Koh Kut case and the
26,000 square kilometer overlapping
maritime territory.

Note: United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)
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STATEMENT

Khmer Kampuchea Krom Brothers and Sisters
Struggle to Create a New Future From the 76
Years of Vietnamese Colonialism(04 June 1949 - 04 June 2025)

The National Council of Resistance
(CNRC) calls on the international commu-
nity and the United Nations to pay attention
to the extreme suffering of the Khmer Kam-
puchea Krom people due to the cruel abuses
of the Vietnamese communist government
authorities. The Vietnamese communist gov-
ernment is ruling over the Khme Kampuchea
Krom territory in a neo-colonial system that
is committing crimes against the Khmer-Krom
people.

We would like to emphasize that more
than 10 million Khmer Kampuchea Krom
people, who are the indigenous people of

lower Cambodia, must be respected and have
the right to determine their own destiny with-
out being subjected to oppression of the new
colonial communist political system of the
Vietnamese government. It is very painful that
in recent times, the Vietnamese government,
15 Khmer Krom monks and citizens were
arrested and imprisoned, all for exercising
their rights to speak Khmer, practice Buddhism,
and express their traditional Khmer cultural
identity, and the right to express their tradi-
tional Khmer cultural identity, which is their

basic freedom as an indigenous people.

The Cambodia National Resitence
Council would like to appeal to the United
States, Canada, Australia, England, Japan, the

European Union, France, Germany, and all
states that value human rights and freedoms
while investing in major investment projects
worth billions of dollars in Vietnam, should
not overlook the Vietnamese government's
systematic human rights abuses against the
Khmer Krom people. We urge these countries
with global political and economic influence
to urge the Vietnamese government to release
15 Khmer Krom monks and citizens from
prison and to grant freedom to the Khmer
Krom people to be worthy of their dignity as
indigenous people and owners of the land.

June 4, 1949, 76 years ago, was a day
of great pain and suffering for the Khmer
people when the French colonialists unjustly
transferred sovereignty over the territory of
Cochinchina (or Kampuchea Krom). of the
Kingdom of Cambodia under the control of
King Bao Dai of Annam (present-day Vietnam).
In addition, the Khmer Krom people also
suffered more and more terrible pain. For 76
years, the Vietnamese communist authorities
have controlled the Khmer Krom people with
a neo-colonial approach, "a form of eradicat-
ing the Khmer Krom identity and attempting
to eliminate the Khmer Krom race."

This new Vietnamese colonialism inflicts
torture, abuses the law, and violates the basic
principles of international human rights on
the Khmer Kampuchea Krom people in gen-
eral. Vietnamese authorities persecute the
Khmer Krom people by not allowing the
practice of Khmer traditions, not allowing
freedom of religion, destroying monasteries,
and not allowing the study of Khmer literature
openly. Vietnamese authorities seize farmland
and suppress the freedom of expression of the
Khmer Krom people.

The Khmer Krom people truly need a
thorough, decisive, and necessary intervention
from the international community, the United
Nations, and foreign states that promote human
rights and freedoms.

The Cambodia National Resistance
Council (CNRC) is committed to fighting with
our Khmer brothers and sisters in Kampuchea

Please see /31
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From Page 30

Khmer Kampuchea Krom Brothers and Sisters
Struggle to Create a New Future From the 76 Years
of Vietnamese Colonialism(04 June 1949 - 04 June 2025)

Krom. In the face of the situation where our
Khmer brothers and sisters live facing dis-
crimination and countless threats from the
Vietnamese authorities, we, the Khmer people
around the world must also be standing up
and help our fellow Khmer Krom who are
struggling to create a new future to achieve
the goal of "determining our own destiny with
freedom and justice." We are one Khmer, we
must be committed to helping each other in
all circumstances, while we must also increase

our joint and diverse demands for the inter-
national community to pay attention to help-
ing our Khmer brothers and sisters, the own-
ers of the land of Kampuchea Krom.

Paris, France, June 4, 2025

CAMBODIANATIONAL RESISTSNCE
COUNCIL

For more information, please contact:
+358 40 665 1413
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